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ANNUAL REPORT OF MAJ. GEN. E. S. OTIS, U. S. V.. COMMANDING 
DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC AND EIGHTH ARMY CORPS, 
MILITARY GOVERNOR IN THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 

AND ElflHTH AKMY COKPS, 
VKKNIIK IN I'HIT.IPPINE ISLASDH, 

.V'miJ':, l\ /., AiufuM 31, 1S09. 
Ttie Ad.iutakt-<;kxkkal Tkited Statkk Akmy, 

Wa^ihirujinu, D. C. 
Sir: I liiive receivwl instniciiuns fi-om the Miijur- (General Com- 
mjiiKlinji: llie Army to submit an anniuil report of llie tiiilitaiy opera- 
tions oi tlie ti-oops of this coiiuiiaml, also from the War Department 
to "■iniisli ii ri'porl iif (he affairs of lliis military jrovernineiit. The 
ers connei'leii with each of I hose Miih.jeels are so closely related as 
to make the rentlilioii of separate ami inde pen dent rcpoi'ls vei'v (liffi- 
(Mill. without in'o<liu'i]i;f in e;teh mnch whieli the other must contaiu, 
I have, therefore, eoncliuled In eniln'aee in a sin^lo narrntioii with 
eomuient, as iiceessai'v explanation may appear to mi? to demand, the 
eouditions wliicJi have presented Ihemselves, both military, eivil, or 
polilieal, ami tlie nutans wJiieh liave been adopted to meet them. In 
doiiiK Iliis <inlv llie j^eiicral featmvsof the more important events can 
he loiiehed np'on, as an attempt 1 o detail canses, elTeots, and the action 
whicJi has been a|iplied by tlie military authorities would involve a 
very extended i<'eoiintiiit;iif faels and a lengtliy discussion of theories. 
riie time whieii I am directed to eover in these reports may prop- 
erly be divide<l into Iwo porimls — the first exteiidinfi from June 30, 
l?^r)8, to February 4, 18!)!), the date upon which the then rebellious Hub- 
jeels of S|»jun iillacked at Manila, without cause, the foi'ces of the 
Ciiited States, which, under tlie pn.loeol of Aufjust li, I8!I8, and like- 
wise tlio articles of capitulation of the following day, were lawfully in 
lK)sseHaion of the city, ba>-, and harborof Manihi.. 'Die second period 
extends from February 4, IS'.HI (when these open and declared hostili- 
ties wei-e inaugurated), to the present date. The events of a portion 
of the first perio<l, in so far as the concentration of troops at San 
Francises) and the transportation of those sent out to the Philippines, 
to and including July 15, 181I8, are concerned, together with all 
action of troops preliminaiy to, and atlendant upon, the capture of 
Manila on Aufjust i:f, Ift08, and thereafter to the end of that month, 
have been ably rei»orted by my predecessor, Wa.ior-(Teneial Merritt. 
ISut a brief reference to the preparations made by the Government, 
a« solely affecting the Army, in iia efforts to meet existing or antici- 
. pated conditions in the Philippines resulting from, or likely to arise 
* in, the wai- with Spain, is pertinent here in order to present intelli- 
■ gently the services of troops in these islands. 

The Philippine problem, so unexpectedly and suddenly thrown upon 
the Government for solution by the destruction of tlie Spanish fleet in 
the liarbor of Manila on May 1, 1898, when the concentration of all 
its troops and military stores was being hastily made on the southern 
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Atlmitie cimsl, i-ewivetl tho imiiiipl .itlcntioii «liich its iinjiorlance . 
demanded. At once the eiilistmciit of mjIiklIi'ims Jt! iIii> l';ieifi<; Slope 
iind .adjacent- Shiles wji,« accelemted ami Ihcii- iibifcs ul' iiMSfiiiitjlinf^' 
cIiHHged to San I'^rancisco, Under Wai' l>('|)!iii!ii(.'jil iiisiriictioiis to 
proceed to tliat point for duty, I nrnvedllii'j'onii Miiy 17. mIuti' already 
Major- Gene rat 5r<'rriani, i'-oniiniin<liti^' ilir DciiiiiiiiK'ni of ('alifomia, 
had placed in eanipan infantry retfiiiu'in iiml a ln'.ivy arliliciydeiach- 
iiieiit of CHlifiirnia vohinteers, an iii1'a»lry balliilioo of <)r<'i;o"ii troops, 
and five companies of the l'\inrteentli ["iiii^'d Slatt's Infaiilry. Within 
tlient'Xtt€n<laystheNeliraskH, Colorado, .MiiiiK'sola, Wyoiiijnf,', Idaho, 
Utah, Nort.li Dakota, aii(i Montana volunteers ari'ivci'i, also the two 
remaining Iwltalionsof the Orejron roginiciit and a vol anlcei' regiment 
from Pennsylvajua. On May l'!i tin' Eiglileerilli ami 'I'vyenty-thii-d 
Unitod .States Infantry and a eoiiipauy <if I ho I'niteit States Knfrineem 
reported, and duriiif^ the month of .luiU' t!io voiniileei' oiganiKations 
of South Dakota, Iowa, Tennessee, the .;\Htor Uatlery, of New Yorlf, 
4 foot battericH of llie Third and li liyht Imtteries of tlie Sixth IT. S. 
Artiilerj', and fi tntops of the Fonrth t'avali-y were pliwed in eaiup, 
also i' volunteer signal companies and large Ho.Hpital Oovihj detacli- 
nieuts. On Ma,v ."i() Geneiai Mei-ritt arrived from New ^'ork and 
relieved me from command of all these so-called expeditionaiy forces, 
remaining there nntil the 2ftth of the following month, wlien he departed 
for the Philippines. 

The piiiper e<inipnienl of these troops was attended with great diffi- 
culty. Suddenly c'alled to meet an exi>eet*.'d emergency in a far dis- 
tant p(n-lion <)f the world, no prepai-ations had been made tiO receive 
them. The supply departments, not anticipating any concentration 
of forces on the Pacific coast, had nmde no provisions for furnishing 
arms, ammunition, clothing, subsistence, or oilier war material with 
which an army about to oiwrate 7,(l'M) miles from its base must neces- 
sarily l>e supplied. Indeed, at the time tlu^se tro(ips arrived at San 
Francisco such proi»erty, usually kept in moderate quantities on the 
Pacific coast, had been sent to the East for the army destined to invade 
Cuba and I'ort^) Rico. The volunteer organizations were supposed to 
report equipped and uniformed, l)Ut a largo majority of tlie arms they 
presented were worthless, an<l in .some instances entire organizations 
had to be reai-ined. 'Jlieir clothing ha<l evidently been in use for a 
long time In Stat« service, was worn out, and many of the lueii were 
dressed as civilians. In spite of all of these embarrassments, the 
celerity witli wliich these troops were e<iuipped and made ready for 
the field, ami with which great quantities of necessary supplies and 
war materials were placed in San Francisco and loaded on transports, 
furnishes very satisfactory evidence of the efficiency of the staff 
departments of the Army. Fortunately, San Francisco is a great 
market, and much that was needed could be obtained there tlirough 
contract and purchase. The facilities thus offered were taken advan- 
tage of, and assisted verj' materially in the work of preparation. The 
shipping on the Pacific coast was found to be very limited, and vessels 
in anywise suited {even after they were overhauled and repaired) to 
transport troops to the Tropics were few, and most of them were at the - 
time absent, engaged in foreign or domestic trade. This want was the' 
principal cause of delay in dispatching troops, but the persistent 
efforts of the War Department, assisted by the army supply officers 
in San Francisco, aeeomplished the desired resulta very quickly, con- 
sidering the embarrassments with which it ha«l to contend. The time 
required for these preparations, however, was most advantageously 
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employed. General oflieerH, as soon as they i-pported for duty, were 
l»]ace(i iu charge of brijiade oi^anizatioiis and labored assiduously in 
{tivins pTOjier in«trueti<)nH to their coininands, so that when these 
ti''K)p8 sailed for the Philippines tliey efiul<l l>e considered moflerateiy 
efficient for service. 

I -peni rcporliufi; at San Franoisco on May 17, 1 learned that General 
Meriiani lia<l received onlers to ship to Manila Bay the California reg- 
iuient and a battalion of the Fourteenlh U. S. Infantry by a transiwrt 
that was then iieinjr loaded in the harbor with naval stores for Admiral 
ilewey's sqiiadi-on. Thereafter being instructed to obtHin sufficient 
tT'ansportal ion to forwai'd also the Oregon i-eginieut, two small trans- 
ports were secured, an<l on May l'5 the throe vessels sailed in company, 
«aiTyins (he I roojiM above mentioned, under the command of lirig. Gen. 
T. M. Anderson, I'. IS. \'., andentei-ed the harbor of Manila <m the 30th 
day of June, Pursuant to the instructions of General Merritt 4 com- 
panies of Ihe Kightecnth and i of the Twenty-third I'. S. Infantry, a 
detachment of engineerM, the Colorable, Nebraska, Pennsylvania, and 
I'tah Volunl eera, and a detHchnient of the Hospital Corps — all under 
the command of Biig. Gen. F. V. Greene, I'. H. V. — sailed for Manila 
on June In. On June 37, under instructions from the same source, 4 
coitipanies of the Eighteenth and -i of the Twenty-lhii-d I'. S. Infantiy, 
detachments of Engineer and Signal Coi-ps, the Idaho, Minnesota, 
NoHh Dakota, and ^Vyoming Volunteers, departed on live transports, 
and on June 39 (ireneral Merritt, in person, accompanied by his staff, 
sailed on steamer Aeif^wi/ for the same destination, having on boai-d 2 
foot batteries of the Third V. 8. Artillery and the Astor Light Batteiy. 
The troops of which these thi-ee expeditionarj- forees were composed 
numbered -1:70 officers and 10,437 enlisted men. Subsequently, and 
between the Iflth and 2oth days of July, the fourth expedition left San 
Francisco, transported by five vessels, and made up of i' batteries of the 
Third IT. S. Artillery, 6 comiMinies of the Fonrteenf.li V. S, Infantry, 6 
troops of the Fourth V. S. Cavalry, the Montana and South Dakota \'ol- 
uiiteers, with Signal and Ilowpital Corps detachments, luimberingin all, 
172 officera and 4,010 enlisted men. Before this last expedition reached 
Manila that city had capitulated, and the Ignited States ti-oops were 
in jiossossion. No additional troops were disiwtched fr(nn tliel'nited 
States until the latter part of October. Then, and in the following 
month, were sent the Washington, Kansas, Tennessee, and Iowa regi- 
ments of volunteers, t he Nevada troop of cavalry, the Wyoming Light 
Artillery, and 2 foot battenes of California ti-oopa, numbering, col- 
loelively, Ifiti officers and 4,4ll() enlisted men. There were no further 
iirrivals during the fii'st of the two periods which it is intended that 
tills report, shall cover, and subsequent troop additions will not be 
mentitmed until later. 

With the offieei-sof my statf I accompanied the fonrtli expeilitiou 
and an-ivod in the harbor of Itlanila on August 21, where "e iirst 
learned of the operations of tlie ]0,()0t! men who had preceded or 
accompanied Major-C4encral Merritt, and which Invd resulted in the 
surrender of Manila and its occupation \ty the United States forces 
(HI the 13th of that month. Reportins to (Teneral MeiTitt, I was placed 
in twnimand of the Eighth Army (iorps by (Jeneral Orders, No. 10, 
Headquarters Department of the Pacilic and Eighth Army Corps, of 
August 23, 18i)8, which were issued under War Department General 
Oitters, No. 73, of that year. Upon August 2i), 1898, in accordance 
with General Ordera, No. 3, Headqiiai'ters Department of the Pacific, 
of tliat <late, I relieved Major-General Meiritt of the command of the 
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Department of the l*acitt<i jukI hw AfUitary (iloveniorof the I'liiiipphie 
Islands. At this time the military situation ivas Jis follows: 

Under the artioles of eapitiilal ion. United States oeeupation wiis 
confined to the harbor, t'ity, and bay of Manila. Admiral Dewey, 
with his fleet, held the biiy, also the naval e.sliiblishuient at Oavile, 
which had been eaptiiied in May. The iiisnrgent forces, coiiimanded 
by General Aguinaldo, entered the eiry with onr troops on August IS, 
and actively held joint occiipiiliiin wilii tlioin over a cunsidemble part 
of the soiithern poi'l.ion of the sjimo, declining to vficatc on the plea, 
first, that they had served as iillics with our ti-i)c)|>s, dni'iiiii the ojiera- 
tions which liad preceded the taking of tlic <-itv. and Hierefore had 
theritrht to pailieipate in the vi(,-toiy; and, secondly, that they wished 
to maintain all advantageous jwsiticnis secured in order to resist huc- 
cessfuUy the troops of Spain, should that (Joveniment he perniitt«tl to 
resume its former power in the islands. Ili-igadier-CTencrals Anderson 
and MacArthnrwere exercising immediate command of the troops-— the 
former at t^avitfl and vicinity, wlicre a small contingent was stationed, 
and the latter at ^lanila, where the great majority ha<l been judiciously 
placed in barnicksand other available buildings. Creneral Mae Arthur, 
also, as pi'ovost-inai'shal-geneiiit, had <:li;n-gc "f the i»o!ieeor that city 
and supervision <if about i;J,n(io )ii'isornTfs — S|iaiiish and native — who 
had been snrreiidered by the .Spanish aiithoi'itics. Tlii.'se ]»ad been 
collected in the walled portion of Ihe city and occupied, for the most 
part, its ehiirches and convents. Outwardly peace reigned, but the 
insurgents, disappointed because not permittetl to enjoy the spoils of 
war, in accoi-danee with medieval cnsf onis, and to exercise with the 
United States authoi'ities joint conti-ol of municipal affairs, were not 
frientlly disposed and endeavored to obtain their asserted rights and 
privileges thi-ough controversy and negotiations and a stubborn hold- 
ing of the positions taken by their troops. This manifestation caused 
General Men-itt to cable the authorities at Washington, on August 14-, 
as follows: 

Since occnpation of town and suburbs the inanrgenta on ontside are pressing 
demand for joint occupation of the city. Inform me at once how far I ahall pro- 
ceed in enforcing obedience of insurgents in this matter and others that may 

To which he received reply — dated Angust 18 — that there must be 
no joint occupation of the city, bay, and harbor with the insurgents; 
that they and all othei-s must recognize the military occupation and 
authority of the United States and the cessation of hostilities pro- 
claimed by the President. Some coirespondenee lietween General 
Merritt and Aguinaldo prece<led and followed this dispatch, and I 
believe also two or three discussions of the subject between the rei)- 
resentatives of Aguinaldo and Genei'al Merritt's subordinate officers, 
all of which have been reported. Upon leaving the island, (Tcneral 
Merritt's chief of staff turned over to lue a commiinication from Gen- 
eral Aguinaldo, and in letter transmitting it said: 

Enclosed you will find a letter from. Qeneral Aguinaldo and a blue print of 
Manila. The letter was bronght by his aid two days ago, and was informed that 
a reply would be sent within four days. The matter should have immediate atten- . 
tion, as General Merritt has not been able to take it up, owiuft to his hurried 
departure. The letters referred to by Aguinaldo, by General Merritt, will be 
found in the press copy-book at the Department Headquarters and here. 

The demand now made by Aguinaldo is to retain bis people just outside of the 
interior block pencil mark on the map. The outside pencil marks indicate the 
position that General Merritt desired to have the insurgents withdraw to. I 
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inferred from what the aid said that what Aguiiialdo particularly desires is that 
in case hia reiinests are not granted that reasons are to be given which he can use 
to satisfy his people. The trouble with liim seems to he that he does not think it 
prudent to give positive orders for his people to withdraw from the city. 

The cotiiinuiiiejttloii turned over rend siis follows: 



Fre.'iUkiK'iii 11(1 /.•mil- , Aiuj-ini .','. IHOS. 

Gen. Wesley Mbrritt. Munila. 

My De.iu Sir: Knowing the contents of your letter of the 24th instant. 1 can 
uol do teas than manifest my surprise at knowing that you had formed the idea 
that my commissioners compromised themselves, in the conference of the l.ith. to 
retire my troops oatside of the line that you would designate. 

I nnderstood. and still understand, as well as the commissioners, that the evacu- 
ation by my troops of the posts that they occupy to-day on the outskirts of the 
city, would take place when the proposed conditions were accepted by you. among 
which figured the condition that the agreement (treaty) should be in writing to be 
valid: for which reason, not having yet acceptod some of the propositions made at 
that time, nor those that were substituted in my previous communication. I do not 
think that up to the present time 1 have contracted said obligation. 

If I have permitted the use of the waters Ijefore the promulgation of the treaty 
it was more to demonsti'ate that I am disposed to sacrifice to friendship everything 
that does not prejudice too much the rights of the Philip|)ines. 1 comt>rehend. as 
well as yourself, the inconvenience of a dual occupation of the city of Manila and 
its suburbs, given in the conditions stipulated in the capitulation with the Span- 
iards: but yon ought to understand that without the long siege sustained by my 
forces you might have obtained possession of the ruins of the city, but never the 
rendition of the Spanish forces, who could have retired to the interior towns. 

I do not compbim of the dii^wning of our help In the mentioned ciipitulation, 
although justice resents it groiitly and I have to bear the well-founded blame of 
my people. I do not insist on the retention of all the positions conquered by my 
forces within the city limits, at the cost of much blood, of indescribable fatigues, 
and much money. I promise to retire, then, to tlie following line: 

In Malate. the con^nnation of the calzada of Singalon to the bridge that .ioina 
said road: from this bridge in straight line to that of Paco: from this last bridge, 
following the creek Paco. and leaving outside the suburb Tandue, to the river 
Pasig; following this river and entering by the creek that goes to the bridge of 
Aviles: from this bridge, following the road (cakada) of the same name and that 
of Santa Mesa, that are the dividing lines between Sampaloc and the village of 
Pandacan. to the jurisdictional limit of the suburbs of Sampaloc, Trozo, and 
Tondo. 

But liefoie X retire to this line, I pray you to reclaim from Admirid Dewey the 
protection of our ships for free navigation, and permit me to insist, if you will. 
upon the rpstitution of the positions that we now are ^oiiig to leave, if in the treaty 
of peace to be celebrated between Spain :ind the t'nited States they acknowledge 
the dominion of Siiain in the Philippines. I exnect as well that you order the 
AuKTican forces ontside of above line to retire within the city, as already agreed to. 

1 do not believe that the aciieptation of the conditions proposed will pre.indice 
the suiallest right of yonr peojile, as it signifies nothing more than the acknowl- 
edgment of a part of the rights of a friendly people. 

1 am compelled to insist on the said conditions to quiet the complaints of niy 
chiefs and soldiers, who have exposed their lives anil abandoned their iiiteresta 
during the siege of Manila. 

I hope that this time you will manifest the spirit of justice that pertains to such 
a free and admii-ably constituted Giovernmeiit as that of the United States of 
Aiueriua. 

Yours, very respectftllly, Esiilio AiifiSALDO. 

Afiiiiiiiildo's letter WHS coiisidofed tlio foliowiiifr'iay, when it became 
ovideiil. Iliiil lime ivoiild l>e re(|iiired lo pi-ppjire «n jinswer, as prior to 
(ioin^ S-) it " iis imjxn-ijiiit to s*''" a kiiowletlge of the eoiiteiits of past 
eoiiiniuiiieatioiis on the subject, and toaseerrain wlint other steps had 
been tiikeii to ndjiist the diflieulfy, of whieh 1 wn.s ignorant. I there- 
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Upon telegraphed to General Af^uinaldo at ]!a<'oor, Cfivite province, 
his then lieaiiqiiarters, as follows: 

Manila, Aiujt\yt ■</, MW. 
General Auuisaldo, Bucdof: 

Referring to promise raade by General Merritt t<i reply to your letter of August 
97 within four days, I desire to afcite thiit 'ho. was unexpectedly ordered awiiy and 
had not opportunity to reply. Being unaL-i|UftinteiI with the situation. I must take 
time b'inform myself before answering, which I will do at the earliest opportunity. 

Otis. 

To this telefj;i-;tiR ho I'eplii'd on tin: Siinie tijiy fin follows: 

General Otis, 

Commit iidiiig Vinted Slufi-n Foiei's, Miniilii. 
General; By your telegram of this date I nnileratoodthat yonr ext^lleniiy Rub- 
stitute.s General Merritt in his alienee, foi' which I lieg yon will kindly accept uiy 
cordial salutation and my most niucere congratulations. 

I shall have mneh pt'asure in eontiiinins with your e.\o:'ll(ncy the friendly 
relations which ought to exist between ns. 
The iMsarer is one of my aids, who will aciiu^iint you of some resevved alfairs. 
Hoping you will give yonr attention as the welfare of both counti'ies reijaire. 
Very respectfully, yours, 

Emilio AdUINAI.DO. 

Bacook, Aiii/'iHt ■!!. /s:)S. 

A coninuiniciitirni, *>( wlii<'li IIh' foUowitiH- is ti c^opy, was lUcreupoii 
prepared and s(;nt to Geiici'al A;;iiinaldo, nl ^[aloIos, l,u/,i>n, lo whi<'!i 
point ho liad removed !iis hea{l(|iiiirl(ir,s and eslnblislied liis .so-t';illfd 
capital, viz: 

OfflCE U. S, MiMTAUY GOVBRNOU IN THE PHILII'I'ENK Isi.ANm, 

illK-illt. p. I.. ScplewlK'i- ,S'. ISfS. 

The CoMJiASDisn Geneeal of the Phimi'I'ink Forces. 

Slit: I have the honor to ackiiowiedge the receipt of your commuiiicntion ot the 
27th uhiino, addressed to Ginierai Meiritt. my predeces-sor. and by liim transferred 
to me oil the evi- of his departure from ManiJa. By telegram of the :ilHt nltimo I 
informed yon of General ilerritt's bnrried departure, lit obedience to the orders of 
my Government; that hiw necessarily hurried preiiarations did not permit him to 
make reply to your commnnication : that such dnty devolved upon rae, and that I 
would perforni it at the earliest opportunity and at* soon hb I coiurtac:nniJnt myself 
with the condition of affairw. of which I. having but recently arrived, had slight 
knowledge. To my telegram you made a most courteous le.-ipouse, and now. hav- 
ing carefully considered the situation. I have the honor to make reply ua follows: 

And first, in yonr note of the 37th ultimo yon are pleased to manifest surprise 
that the late United States military governor should have reached an erroneous 
couclusion as to the result of a conference with your cinnmissionere on August 1-1, 
as apparently manifested by his letter to you of Augnst ^'4. I do not knriw the 
extent of any conversation which may have lieen indulged in at that conference, 
nor the nature of the impres.'rion which may have been conveyed. Referring to 
written memoranda in my possesBion which purijort to contain the siilwtance of 
propositions discussed. I find that certain conces.sions were made by the commis- 
sioners in eipected return for specific privileges to he conferred, and. as there has 
not been a mutual agreement In these matters between the interested parties, I do 
not understand that any obligations have arisen hy reason of tliat confeience. 

Second. I note with pleasure your allusion to your very friendly disposition 
toward my Government, as manifested by your prompt attendance to onr request 
for a supply of water; also your expression as to the inconvenience of the dual 
occupation of the city of Manila, and I do not forget that the revolutionary forces 
under your command have made many sacrifices in the interests of dvil liberty 
and for the welfare of your people, and to this I will he pleased to alinde hereafter. 

Third. In connection with yonr remark as to the injustice of the United States 
in not properly appreciating your assistance in the capture of Manila, I beg a full 
consideration, on your part, of the mandatory conditions which accompany occu- 
pation, which I am sure you fully appreciate, but to whicii I will respectfully 
Invite your attention in a subsequent portion of thi,* reply. 

Fonrth. You designate certain lines within the suburbs of the city of Manila, 



,y Google 



KKPORT OK MAJOK-liENERAh OTIS. 7 

to which you pvomise to retire your troops, and name as conditiona precedent: 
First, protection to your shipping by the United States Navy, and the free naviga- 
tion of yonr vessels within tlie watera in United States occupation: second, resti- 
tution to your forces of all positions which are now occupied by your troops, in 
the event that trea^ty stipnlatione between the United titateA and Spain surren- 
der to the laB^na^ne'd (loverniiient the territory occupied by the lormer; and 
Uiirdly, that United States troops now occupying positions beyond the lines you 
name shall retire within the same. 

A discUBsion of your proposition to hold, iointly, with the Unitod States Gov- 
ernment, the citj' of Manila, involvea consideration of sornp ot the other conces- 
sions yon deaireil to toe made, and to that I will at once refer, I wish to present 
the matter, in the first instance, in its le^'nl aspect, althou^jh, from remarks con- 
tained in former forrr-spondence. I am ot the opinion that you are fully aware 
how untenable the proposition is. The Ignited States and Spain were and are 
belligerent parties to a war. and were so recognized by the civili?ed world. In 
the cour^^e of events the entire city of Manila, then in full possession of Si>anij*h 
forces, was surrendered to the first-named belligerent j>ower. The artii-lea of 
agreement and capitulation gave the United States Government full occupancy 
of the city and ilefenses of Manila, and that Government obligated itself to insure 
the safety of the lives and property of the inliatoitants of the city to the best of its 
ability. By all the laws of war and all international precedents, United States 
authority over Manila and it" ilefensee is full and supreme, and it can not escape 
the oUigations which it has assumed. 

By the able representatives who have cha^» of the Philippine revolutionary 
forces this conclusion will be admitted to be incontrovertible, and argument on 
the point ia unneccMary. I'an thev who seeli civil and reiiyiou-: lil>erty and invite 
the approval and assistance of the civilized wm'ld atford to eut#r uiKin a course of 
action which the law of niifions must condemn':' 

Bnt conceding, as vou do. tliB strictly le^tsl right of my Government to hold 
and administer the iif^nirs of the city of Manila and its suburbs (I thus cnnclnde 
from ex]>reHRions contaiui'd in former correspondem* and from my ajipreciation 
of your ictelleotualatt-ainmentsi.you base yonr proposition— a joint occaiiation — 
upon supiiosed eiiuitntole grounds, referringtothesacrifices your troops have made 
and the aaaistance they have rendererl the American forces in the cnpture of 
Manila. It is well known they have made personal sacrifices, endured great hard- 
ships, and have reiulered aid. But is it foi^tten that my Government hasswept 
the Spanish navy from the seas ot both hemispheres: sent back to Spain the Span- 
ish army and navy forces, recently embarked for yonr destruction, and the secure 
holding of the Philippine possessions: that since Jlay 1 last its navy has held the 
city of Manila at its mercy, bnt out of consideration of humanity refust- d to bom- 
bard it. preferring to send troojis to demand surrender, and thereby preserve the 
lives and projierty of the inhabitants'; Is it forgotten that the destruction of the 
Spanish navy and the retention of Spanish armed men in its European possessions 
has opened up to you the ports of the island of Luzon and held Spain helpless to 
meet its refractory subjects'^ 

As between my Glovernment and the revolutionary forces ot the Philippines, I 
fail to discover on what principle of common justice a joint octmpation of Manila 
can he maintained. Eiinity. in a legal acceptance of the term, would most assur- 
edly condemn it. A sense of justice should, in my opinion, have prompted the 
revolutionary forces to aid those of mycoimtry in everjr wayiMWsible in return for 
the great assistance they have received. You remark, in substance, that had you 
not prevented the Spanish forces from retitating from the city the United States 
would have received naught but its ruineil streets and buildings. Possibly: but 
had all Spanish snb.iecte. elsewhere and here, been the contented subjects of Spain 
war between it and my Government would not have been waged. It was under- 
taken by the United States for hnmimity's sake, and not for its (^(grandizement 
or for any niition;d profit it expected t<> receive, and it has espended millions of 
treasure and hundreds of the lives of its citizens in the interests of the Spanish 
Buffering colonists. 

Apart from all legal and equitable considerations, and those haviTig their origin 
in personally coni-eived ideas of ;iuatice. I wish respectfully to call your attention 
to the impracticabilityofmaintainingajointoccnpation of Manila audits suburbs, 
and in this I know that 1 shall have the approval of your eicelJeut judgment. It 
would be extremelj; difficult to prevent friction between onr respective forces, 
which might result in unfortunate consequences, hibor as we may for continued 
harmonious relations. Located in close proximity, irresponsible members ot our 
organizations, by careless or impertinent action, might; be the means of inciting 
grave disturbances; and in this connection I call to yourattention the recent shoot- 
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ing atfair at Ciivite. whi:;h still reiiuires investigation. There might also arise 
conflict of aiitliority between our snhordinattioflicei-s. Evennow, within precincts 
in entire ai^tual poasesRion of our troopH, I find ttmt permits are given to citizens. 
who are styled local presidents, to make arrests. tocarrjamiB.efi.. in violation of 
our inBti'uctions and anthority, and that several cases of kidnaping liave taken 
place. In pursuance of our obligations to maintain, in so far as we can. domestic 
tranquillity, our officers have arrested suspected parties, and they Iiave asserted 
(with what element of truth I knownot) that the insurgent forcesare the oft'ender.s. 
I have declined to accept their statements, as I prefer to believe the contrary, 
although it would apjwai' that officers connected with those forces have issued the 
permits to which I iillude. Snch interference with our administration of civil 
affairs must eventually result in conflict. 

Again (reverting to a legal aspect of the subject), the affairs of the entire city 
corporation must be administered from a common cent«r. The trust accepted by 
my Government from those who surrendered actual possession confers a iliscre- 
tioiiari/ power, which can neither be shared nor delegated. The validity of this 
conclusion will lie readilj-understood by yourself andaBsociatesasawell-esteblished 
legal proposition, and does not require argument. And here permit me to remark 
■niton a view of thesub.iect you have advocated in support of the plea for dual occu- 
pation of the city '8 snburba. Your forces, yonsay in substance, should have ashare 
in the booty reaolting from the conquest of the city, on account of hardships en- 
dured and assistance rendei-ed. The facts on which you base your conclnsion 
granted, your conclusion, under the rules of war which are binding on my Gov- 
ernment, does not follow, for it has never recognized the existence of spoils of war, 
denominated "l)Ooty,"as have many European governments. No enemy's prop- 
erty of any kind, public or private, can be seizeii, claimed by, or awarded to, any 
of its officers or men, and should they attempt to appropriate mty of it for their 
individnalbenefit, they would be very severely punished thronghmilitary tribunals, 
on which have been conferred by kiw very sweeping jiiriMliction. The enemy's 
money and property (all that is not necessary to l>eexi>ended in administering local 
affairs in the enemy's territory) must be preserved for final arliitrament or settle- 
ment by and between the supreme authorities of the nations concerned, Aly troops 
can not acquire booty nor any individual benefit liy reason of the cajiture of an 
enemy's territory. I make this ci^minent. believing tiiat you hold erroneous opin- 
ions in respect to individual ailvantages which occupation bestows. 

I request yonr indulgence while [ toiefly consider the concessions you ask us to 
make as conditions precedent to the retirement of your forces to the lines indi- 
cated by your note of the 37th ultimo. 

The first is; Protection to vour shipping and free navigation to your vessels. 
Neither the extent of protei.'tion nor the limit of free navigation you request is 
understood. Certainly you could not mean ]irotection on the hi^h seas, or in the 
ports not in the rightful possession of the United -States, That, as you are fully 
aware, could only be eltected by treaty, or guarantee, following iutemation^ 
recognition of the belligerent rights of the Philippine revolutionary government. 
While theexistinjcarmisticecontinnes, the United states are in rightful jiosseasion, 
in so far as the navigable waters of the Philippine Islands are concerned, only of 
the bay of Manila and its navigable tributaries. Within the same all vessels of 
trade and commerce and the war vessels of recogniaed national powers sail freely 
as long as the sovereignty of my Government is not assaileil nor the jieace of the 
locality threatened. In this lespect, whatever concessions are extended by way 
of relaxation of trade restrictions, incident to war, to the citixens of these islands 
will be extended to all alike, and discriniiniition in this regard is neither intended 
nor permitted. Admiral Dewey exercises supervision over all naval matters, and 
they are in no way related to the duties conferred npon me by law. N<)r would 
it avail should I seek his consent for greater latitude of action, for even if disposed 
to grant special concessions he could not do so, and I doubt if the supreme author- 
ity of my Government conld now, under the prevailing ti'Uce with Spain, invest 
him with the requisite powers to do so and at the saute time preserve its inter- 
national obligations. 

The second concession named by you is ri'stitution of positions in the city of 
Manila to yonr forces, in case the treaty of peace remands to Sjiain the teriitoiy 
surrendered nnder the late capitulatory articles: and the third and last is apromise 
to retire our troops within the lines indicated by yon. aa the lines on which yon 
desire your troops to remain permanently. These propositions liaving a kindred 
nature, may be considered together, and, ind(«d. have already beeii impliedly 
answered. From previous statements of facts and logical conclusions made and 
stated in this communication, concerning the nature of tiie obligations resting on 
the United States with regard to the territory to which they have the legal light 
of po^ession under contracting articles with Spain, it is evident that neither in 
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law or iiKn-iila can the concessions be made. I wonld be powerless to grant them 
' in any aspect of the case, being nothing more than an agent to carry o«t the 
instructions of the executive heail of my Govemiiient and not being vested with 
disci»tionary power todetermine raattera of such moment. In the present instance 
I am not only powerless to acceile to your reiiuest. but have been strictly enjoined 
by my Government, mindful of its international promises and national honor, 
which it has never broken nor sacrificed, not to accede joint occupation of the city 
and suburbs of Manila, and am directed specialty to preserve the peace and pro- 
tect persons and property within the territory surrendered under the terms of the 
Spanish capitulation. These mandates mnttt be obeyed. 

Thus have I endeavored with all candor and sincerity, holding nothing in reserve, 
to place before you the situation a» understood by me, and I doubt not by the 
Republic which I represent. I have not been instructed as to what policy the 
1jnite<l St;ites intends to pursue in regard to its legitimate holdings nere. and 
hence I am unable to give you any information on the snbject. That it will have 
a care and labor conscientiously for the weltare of your people I sincerely believe. 
It remains f()r yon. beneficiaries of its sacrifices, to a^lopt a ci>nrse of action which 
will manifest your srood intentions and show to the world the principles which 
actuate yonr proceedings. 

You and your associates conld not regret more than I any conflict between onr 
forces, which would tend to eicite the citizens of my country, who are always a 
nnlt in action whenever its sovereignty ia attacked or its rights to fulfill its inter- 
national obligations is called into question. Tlien they never count cost, and, as 
you are fully aware, its resources ai'e abundant, iiather than see the ships of the 
navy of the United States controlling the navigable waters of these islands and its 
army devastating their territory. I would greatlj- j)refer to advise my Government 
that there is no longer need to send more of its troops to this section of the coun- 
try, and that those whom its holds waiting on its Pacific slope can be remanded to 
tbeir homes or employed elsewhere, as It may detei"mine. 

It only remains for me to resiteotfully notjfy yon that I am compelled by my 
inslmctiona to direct that your armed forces evacuate the entire city of Manila, 
including its suburbs and defenses, and that I shall be obliged to take action with 
that end in view within a very short space of time slionld you decline to comply 
with my Government's demands: and I hereby serve notice on you that unless 
your troops are witbdi-awn beyond the line of the city's defenses before Thursday, 
the l.")th instant. I shall be obliged to resort to forcible action, and that my Gov- 
ernment will hold you i"eapo»Bible fiir any unfortunate consequences which may 

Permit me to believe that my confidence in the sound ijudgment and patrioti.'^ra 
of yourself and associates is not misplaced. 

Yon will please pardon me for my apparent unnecessary delay in replying to 
yonr commuuiciition of the '27th ultimo, but press of ilie diities connected with the 
administration of the affairs of this cily is my excuse. 

In conclusion. I beg to inform you that I have conferred freely wilh Admiral 
Dewey npon the contents of this communication and am delegated by him to state 
that be fully approves of the same in nil respects: that the commands of our Gov- 
ernment compel us to act as ikerein indicated, and that between our respective 
forces there will lie nnanimity and complete concert of action. 
I am. Kir. witli .^-reat res|iect. yonr obedient servant. 

F.. S. Otis. 
]UiOoi--(;i;K'i;,l r. S. v.. 
i'i'llril .Slak'^ MiUli,,-!! Uovrnwr ii. thr I'l>ilij'ph->:-: 

On Sc|)1cnilM'L lit, ;i ciiiiiinissi.ni scnl l»y Ajruiiialtlo ami coii^'isliiig 
ol' 1hre<' nicmlK'ts, (inf oi' wlnnii w;is ilic Ireamiror anil aTiolhor the 
att(iriicy-,i;oiu'fiii <U' lin' iiisiirfrent !,'<)V('rniii.'iil. ciilk'd for llic piirixjse 
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that if i woiiUi expivss in writing a simi»le retiuest to Agiiinaldo to 
willulraw to the lines wliieh I (lesigiiatcf! — something wliich he could 
show U> the ti-oops find induce them to think that he was siiriply acting 
upon a ie<iuest fii>m these headqnart^i-s — he woiikl probably be ahle 
to retire his men witliout nineh (lifficiilly; that, of <!OiiTse, they them- 
selves nnderstoixl tlie ilireeliun lo wiHiilraw, wliieh would be obey<^, 
!ind thereupon reiwatcid tlicir desire to obtain ii iiole of request, wlien^ 
upon I fnrnishcd them willi the followiiisr: 

Offici; U- S. MiLiT.MiT Governor in the Pmilhtink Islands. 

Maiillii, P. /., Seiileiiilx-r I.:. /SUi,'. 
The Commanding General of the Piiilipi'inb Forcks. 

Sir: Referring to luy communication of September 8. 1 have the honor to inform 
yon tliat I have had a most agreeable cimveraation with certain gentlemen who 
are in the intereii^ts of vour revolutionary government npon the iiiattters tlierein 
contained. We have (liscussed at length the complications now existing, which 
will exist, and will doubtless increase, while onr troops continne to occupy jointly 
ceitain districts of the city of Manila. I have iirgeduponthemtheneceBsity of the 
withdrawal of yonr troops in onler that the friendly relations which haveaJwiiys 
been maintained by and between them and the forces of the United States Gov- 
ernment may be perpetuated. I am sure that the gentleinen fully ajuireciate my 
sentiments and will clearly report them to you. May I asl: you to patiently listen 
to tjieir report of our conversarionV 

It is my desire that oar friendly int.ercoarse and mutual amicable relations be 
continueu: that they be not jeoitardized iC we can by consistent action avoid it, 
and such. I am certain, is the desire of yourself and associates. 
May I ask, therefore, that you withdraw your troops from Manila? 
Permit me to add in i/oiiclusion that I have that confidence in your ability and 
patriotism whii-h will lead you to accede to this reijnest. 

lam, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 

E. S. Otis, 
Maji>r-<ieiie.nil, U. ti. I'.. 
( 'iiiti'-l Hlaii-x MUitavy (Im-eriior in tlw I'ltiUppinen. 

In i-ejily lo whieh, on 1iie Milh, llio following was ^(iGived: 

MAr^>i^>3, BuLACAX, .September !':. fSf'S. 
The CoMM.\NmN(( General of Tiif; American Forces. 

My Dr.vr S[k: Referring to your esteemed communication, dated the 13th 
instant, I have the honor to inform yon that I have given appropriate orders that 
my troops should abiindon their most advanced xKW'tions within some of the sub- 
urbs, and that they should retire to points where contact with yours would be 
more difficult, in order to avoid all occasion for conflict. 

I hope tliat by these presents yon will be fully convinced of my constant desire 
to preserve amical>le relations with the American forces, even at the risk of sacri- 
ficing a part of the confidence placed in my government by the Philippine peoiile. 

A consideration of my many occopations will serve to excuse me for not having 
answered with the promptness desired. 
Your very respectful servant, 

Emu.io Aouinaluo. 

On the evening of the Ifitli thoanne<l iusurgeiitortianization.'^ with- 
drew from tlie eity mid all of its suburbs, as aekno\vledge<l by theii- 
leaders, e-veepting from one small outlying <listrict. 'riiis, certain 
agents of Agninaido asked cm the pitivious day to be permltttKl to 
retain for a short time, oirthe plea that the geiieual oflieer in w)in- 
mand would not obey instruetiona, and thoy praposed to remove his 
men gradually by oi^anizations and thereafter to punish him for his 
disobedience. The withdrawal was effected adroitly, as the insurgents 
marched unt hi excellent spirits, cheering the American troops. 

During the pi'ogress of these negotiations the tactical organi/Jtt ion 
of troops was being effected, (xcsnonvl Mori-itt, on August 2;j, had 
formed the corps into two divisions, the iii-st at (Javite, composed of 
troops recently arrived and expected to arrive later, with certain 
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. excoptions ; tlie second, of those stationed in ManiU. Early in Sep- 
tember orders were issued annonneiug the staff officers of the corps 
and department; also announcing to the eonmiand the promotions of 
Brigadier-Generals Andei-son, MaeArthur, and XJreene to major-gen- 
erals U. H. v., and of Colonelw Ovenshine and Hale and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Wliittier to the gmde of brigadier-generals of volunteers; also 
the composition of divisions, which were organized as follows: The 
first, coriiprising all troops in the district of Cavtte, JMajor-tieneral 
Andersim to command, and consisting of one brigade to be com- 
uKind.'d by llri^'. Gen. II. G. Otis; ihc sei'ond, under t-ommjnul of 
MiiJiM'-Ci'inM'al JlMeArtrtiur, consistiiifi of two brigades, to be i-om- 
iiiiiiidetl, n*s])i'(.'lively, by lii'igadier-Geiierats Ovensliiuc and llaic 
jMeasui-ow Mere laken io pnmiptlv iiiei:t aiu- difHi-iilties wliich niitrht 
arise under tJie doniand to wiihdraw riuin'ib,' rit\- «iiii-li had been 
served npoti the insur;;c(ils, liiiy;. (ion, H. P. Ilu^KcM, V. S. V., 
relieved (General ^bu'Artliiir as pi'o\ osl-niarsluil of Mauila, ami was 
plai'i'd ill <-oiiiniaud of a sepiirafe brigade to constitute the pnivost 
guai'd, eonsisting of the Twenty-third Infantry, the Second Oregon, 
and First Montana regiments of voluuteei-s. ' 

Jn General Merritt's oi-den^ of August b^ and l(i, wherein he pre- 
scribed regulations f<n' the government of Manila, he announced as 
follows: 

In addition to liis duties as brigade cnramaiider. Bri^, Gen. Arthur MaeArthur, 
U. S. v., is liereby appointed militarv commandant oC the walled cit}' of Manila, 
and provost-iuarshai-general ot the city of Manila, including all outljing diBtricU 
wltlnn the mnnicipal jurisdiction. • ■* *■ He will relieve the civil governor of 
his fnnctions. aai t.ilte poaseesiuii of tlie ofiices. clerke, and all the machinitry of 
administration oC that office, retaining and employing the present suliordiii;ite 
officers of civil afi minimi tration until in his judgment it is desirable to replace them 
by other appinntments. * »■ » lu jiaragrapha ;i and -I of the terms of capitnla- 
tioii, full lists of public property and stores and retnms in dnplitate of the men by 
organizations are to be rendered to the United states within ten days, and pablic 

Sroperty of all kinds is to be tnrned over to the staff officers of the United Sfatei^ 
esi^naced to receive tliem. Under these paragraphs the chief of artillery at 
these head<|U!irt«rs and the chiefs of The stalf departments will take prissession of 
the public pro|terty turned over as above, pertaining to tlieir respective depart- 
ments. The returna of prisoners will lie submitted to the milit<ir.v commandant 
of the city, wlio will assign the men. for ijuarters, in such pnblic buildings and 
barracks an are not required for the usi' of United States troops. * * * The 
cliief paymaster at these headijuarters will turn over snch portions of the Spanish 
pnblic fumis received by him, by virtue of this order, to the military commandant 
above designated, as uiay be necessary for the administration of his office. All 
removals and appointments of subordinate officers of civil administration and 
triinafers of funds authorized by the order must receive the approval of the com- 
manding general before action is taken. 

In addition to the command of his brij;ade, Brig. Gen. F. V. Greene. U, S. V.. 
will perform the duties hitherto performed by the in t en dente- general de hacienda, 
and will have charge, subject to instructions of the major-general commanding, 
of all flscal affairs of the government of Jlanila. 

Col. U. A. Whittier, U, S, V., is appointed colleetor of customs, and the chief 
paymaster. Department of the Pacific, will designate a bonded offii-er of the Pay 
Department as custodian of all public fnnds. Both of these officers will report to 
Brigadier-Gftneral Greene for instructions. 

Under this last paragraph, Maj. (.Charles II. Whipple, paymaster, 
IT. S. A., was diiected to receive the Spanish public funds. Maj. R. 
li. 0. liement, U. S. V()lHnteer Engineers, had already been appointed 
the coUeittor of internal revenue, and by request of Geneml Merritt 
and consent of Admiral Dewey, Capt. Henry Glass, U. S. N,, was 
designated as captain of the port. 

On Angust 22 military commissions and provost courts wei-e pro- 
videtl for and their jurisdiction defined. In the proclamation issued 
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at the time of tlio surrcndfir of the city, it was ordered tli;it tlie 
municipal laws "should be considered as coiitiimiiij^ in force in so 
far as coiiiimlible with tlie pm-poses of military government," and 
should " l>e adiiiinisterjiHl throiisli tlieordinaiy tribunals substantially 
as befoTO oecnimtion, but by officers appointe<l by the government of 
occupation." 

By depai'tnieut oitlera, issued on the eve of his depaituie, fieiieral 
Merritt, under instructions fi-oni Washinyt^on, relieved General 
Greene and personal staff fi'om duty, dii'ecting their return to the 
United States, and appointed Lieut. Ool. C. A, Whittiei', insiiector- 
general of (he corps (and shortly iifterwanls announced as brigadier- 
general of voliiuteera), intrendente de liacienda, which gave liini charge 
of all iiseal nmtt-ers in the territory of occupation, ami continued 
him as collector of customs. 

Such wei-e the chief mensui-es announced and the means adopted 
to continue in part and establish in part a temporary govcniincut to 
administer the affairs of the city of Manila. Unfortunatoly, llic 
Spanish civil authorities abandoned most of their civil offices wil lumt 
making transfer of the public recortls and property. The ofiiccrs of 
the Si»inish army never made satisfactory I'eturns of tiieif troops, l>y 
organization or otherwise, and did not render lists of jnopirty lo tlie 
United States within tlie perio<l of ten days, as promised in the 
capitulatory articles, nor have tliey ever rendered sin'fi lists. The 
civil c^urt justices vacat-ed tlieir positions ;nid yriuliially sailed for 
Spain without giving notice of their ijilcntion to depari, nor taking 
the necessary measun-s to render seeiire the pcoiierly and espoi-ialiy 
the reeoiils of their courts, many of whicli could never be fuLiiid, and 
which, presumably, they took with them. To be suitt, they had not 
been authorized to exercise their functions as judges by the i,'<nfrn- 
ment of occupation, as provided for in the articles of capitulation, 
until October 4, ISDS, and then only in a limited degree, as tlie grant- 
ing of such authority, in the then prevailing condition of public 
feeling, would have been politically disastrous, or at lojist most inju- 
rious, to United Slates interests. Indeed, in two or thitsc instances 
when, without appointment or authority, they attempted to judicially 
determine i|uestions in litigation and pending at the time of the sur- 
i-ender of the city, indignant prot>CBts wei'c Hid>mitted by inlmbilants, 
botli native and foreign, and insti-u<:tious to suspend action on the 
ground ot unautliorize<l proceedings w(tc ii^ued fi-om tim otlice of 
the military governor. 

Finally, upon October 7, t<i meet the needs of the citizeus Cor tri- 
bunals to pass ui>on <|ucsl.ions of a strictty civil character, tlie follow- 
ing order was issued: 

Until othei-wise directed fi'om these headquai'ters, tlie civil courts, as composed 
and constitnted by the laws ot Spain, which were held and administered prior to 
August 13. tHi)W, within Philippine territory now aubjuct to United States military 
occupation and control, are permitted to resume at once the exercise of the uivil 
jurisdiction conferred by Spanish laws within the limits of that territory, subject, 
however, to such supervision by the military government of the United States 
here instituted as in its ju<l;,'ment the interests of that Government may demand. 
This privilege does not extend to or embrace permission to institute criminal 
proceedings or to exercise criminal jurisdiction of any nature or character what- 

The provisions of orders heretofore issued by the authority of the United States 
in the Philippine Islands inconsistent with tlie foregoing instructions and direc- 
tions are hereby revoked. 

The dilBeulties and perplexities which confronted all oirn^crs 
appointed to conduct civil affairs were therefore very great. The 
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prisoiiH wei'e fuU tu overflowing wil.li coiivi(.4ciT ei-imiiiJils iind por.soiis 
charged with erimes. Iiiimetlijile attf inpts weie made to relieve this 
coiif];e9tion, and applications of thp fi-it-iids of those iiicaieeiated, for 
their release, were constant. Ik the .jjiil <1eliveiies which followed, 
although eondncted after search of n'curds obtainable at the lime, a 
few of the niosf notorious criminals escaped. Subsequently greater 
care was exercised and each individual case was made the subject of 
invest i gal ion, and even then, when iiardon accompanied In- release 
was granted, it was frequentlj- followed by application for the relurn 
of oinbarnoed csfates, whicli presenUMi very perplexing (piestioiis for 
detenninalion, involving a study of many Spanisli war-nH'asiire 
deei-ees. 

The city government whieli was in operation at the time of sur- 
render and the i-eveinie inea«tii'es i»raeti(?e(l for its support were Ihe 
i-esultH of national, colonial, and local decrees, orders, and approved 
recoinmendationB, mure or less complicate*!, with amendatoiy fea- 
tures, nncodified, and runninji over a jKriod of many years, present- 
ing a system so wtniplex that afler the study of months it is not yet 
fully understoiKl and cprtainly not appreciated. The monthly expend- 
itures fertile eily have bwn double Ihe amount of its receipts, but 
as all collections of whatever nature aut<le in the islands are deposited 
with the general fund in the Treasury and money is drawn therefrom 
on wari'ant.s as demands nnse, n<» ditlieulty has been ex]K'rienced. 

The c'liicfs of the supply departments and staff corps of the Army, 
who IukI been directed to I'eceive and receipt forthe Spanish military 
slores when the presci-ibed lists should be presented, were obliged to 
rely solely upoti their own elToj'ts to discover this property, as no 
assisl.)Uice was tendered by tlie ofticers of Spain. They were, it is 
believed, fairly succc-sful in their pei-sistent searches, took up and 
aee»>iinted for the proiierty found, considerable of which, sneh as 
clothing, subsistence, and medicines, were expended in the eareof Span- 
ish prisoners of war. 'J'he inventories which they made were very 
advant^^!;eou8 in the tbial seltlenienf of L'nited Stales and Spanish 
claims in regard to this class of ]iroperty. Ueneral JJeiTitt's oi-ders 
and those which closely f(illowed were based on the articles of capitu- 
lation by which it' was transferred to the United States, as iufornia- 
tion concerning the peac^ protocol of August 12, which held in abey- 
ance all <iuestions of pi-operty rights pending the conclusion of a 
treaty of jieace, had not l>een received. 'Hie flflh article of the Paris 
treaty of December 1(1 returned to Spain all these anny stores and 
l)ropert.y, and the inventories whieh our officers liad t-akeu constituted 
the basis of intelligent settlement with the representatives of that 
government under treaty stipulations, and in many instances enabled 
those representatives to foi-mulate their demands. 

F<u' three and one-half nu>Qths Admiral Dewey with his scpiadron 
and the insurgents on land had kei)t Manila tightly bottled. All com- 
merce liad been intei-dicJed, internal trade iiaralyzed, and food sup- 
plies were nearly exhausted. ITpon the opening of the i>ort merchants 
were clamoring for the reestahlisliment of inter-island commei'ce. 

They had advanced lai-ge amounts of money on their harvested crops 
oftobaeeo, hemp, and sugar whieh awaited, at manjpointsof the various 
islands, shipment to Manila. No present relief could be furnished by 
the military authorities. The harbor was filled with Spanish shipping 
and that of other European countries. The United States was not 
represented by merchantmen of any character. Spain owned and was 
entitled to possession of all I'hilippine territory, except temporai-y 
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occuiHiiH'y of 1 iie hay, luirhor, jind city of I\lfiniU, aithouali tlic iiisuc- 
geiits hadfoit'ibly seized upiiu iiiiiny cities and jxn'ts. Tlie in>iuri<e- 
tioii had to sin-esMl to, and was a<?live in, rtU the islands willi ihe 
exception of the ISulu Arohipelago, and there the liercditary antajruu- 
ism (if the JMotoh was only conijiaralivoly doniiant. Spain was eiin> 
centratjng her scattertnl forces in the south at tlie conlral Visayan 
IslH.udH and a! Zainljoangii, and tJic Spaiiisli jft-iienit wlio was in 
immediate oliai-ge of Spanish military aH'airs (tienei'al Itios) liad made 
his headquarters at lloilo. Tliroufjh negotiations witli General Hios, 
conducted under War Department penuissicm, an arrangement was 
effected whei-eby vessel.-; carrying eitiiorthe Spanish or American flag 
might engage in trade at a number of the iiiter-islaud purtw, tlie 
(Spanish laws to be applied to shipment and comineroial privileges. 
But a grave difficulty still present^'d itself. Vessels flying the Spanish 
flag could not safely enter aH,y poi'ts which had been seized by the 
insolvents, nor could inter-island cfmtnierce lie opened to foreign gov- 
ernments as it was free and nndutiable in all respects. The merchants 
formerly employing the flag of Spain resorted Ui sale and transfer of 
their ships to American residents, technical doubtless in many 
instances, but upon f nmishing due written proof of a full compliance 
with United States onsular regulations in these partioiilai-s, i)rovi- 
sional American registration was grante<l. Many of these vessels wej-e 
thereupon released and trade became (iui1;e active. Still another dif- 
ficulty was encountered and materially affected the public revenue. 
The customs t.arifE8 and i-egulations which has been prescribed tor 
application were faulty in many respects and required amendment 
before they coidd be intelligently applied. It was, therefore, ordered 
on SeptomI>er 2H that "the enforcenienli of these regulations In: post- 
poned until the 10th day of Noveiuber next, and tliat the tariffs and 
duties at present imposed bt- continued to be applied in the port of 
Manila until that date, with this exception, viz, that all gotjds and 
merchandise secured, or puitthased, within the dominions of Spain 
(the Philippine Islands excepted) since April ^5, last, the date of 
formal declaration of war by the United States (Toveriimeut between 
that country and the Kingdom of Spain, shall Ih' received into this 
port upon the same conditions as to payment of tariffs ami dut ies as 
the goods and merchandise of strictly neutral nations." 

Upon October li Capt. J, K. Evans, of tJie volunteer subsistence 
department, who had been sent tothoPhilii)pnies to assist in revenue 
matters, was assigned to duty at llie custom-house, his services to he 
temporarily "confined to a ertrofnl consideration of trade i^nditions 
and an exhaustive study of t,he United States customs and tariff i-egu- 
lations prescribed for application, with a view of suggesting airiend- 
ments and modifications therein, in oinler to render them as ]>ractictible 
as possible to existing circumstances." The entire labor of revisum 
was imposed ujion him and he i)erfoiin('d it. in a most satisfa<!lory 
manner, ills revision was adopted and put in foree at the announced 
date (November 10), has given satisfaction to all parties concerned, 
and has worked smoothly, only a few unnor amendments having lieen 
nmde since it liecanie operative. 

There were also other complications which arose from Spanish a<;t ion 
or a misunderstanding on the part of the United St-ates authorities of 
Spanish expressed intention as to the particular measureswhicli must 
be adopted to secure the entrance of American vessels to Spanish ports — 
such as sailing under Spanish captains and the obtaining, under cer- 
tain conditions, from General Uios himself, at lloilo, of a special permit 
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to visit certain trading points. OcesiHionally a vessel was turned back 
on her course by Spanish officers oi- <le]iied enti-anee to a port afler 
anival there. Of this the merchants complainud and the eomplaints 
became the subject of considerable official corrcsiHindence and conti'o- 
versy. The inanvgents, too, whose j;overnment liad taken (irni i-oot at 
Malolos, were, through the medium of president, cabinet, ajul conKress, 
reeling off decrees and constittitional provisions at a rai)id rate. Tlieir 
army was continually successful against the small Spanish garrisons 
scattered thronglioiit the islands, and they were iKJginning to ac<|iiire 
the belief that Ihey were invincible. Revenue was their need and 
desire, and tliis they liegan to derive quite largely from imposing 
export dnticB on all pi'oducts shipped t<t Manila fi-om any shipping 
point in their ptssession, compelling tlie merchants to pay on tlieir 
Xiroperty some H) per cent ad valorem nix)n removal. These many 
obstacles so impeded conunerce that trade languislied and the customs 
revenues were greatly impaired. 

With the entrance of the Unite<l States troops into Manila and the 
opening up of tliat port immigration l>e('ame active, business men 
from oiii' own and other countries, studying the situati<m, were (|uite 
iuimer<ms. Members of the criminal classes, who alv.ays foilow the 
wake of a conquering army, came fi-om the American and Asiatic sea- 
coasts in large numbers. The native popniation of t)ie city rapidly 
increased and was augmented by a considerable Chinese influx, most 
of which presented cedulas or certificates of pei-sonal identity, issued 
by the late Siwinish Government, in oi-der to prove former residence in 
the islands, as the I'nited States Chinese exclusion law was directed to 
he applied. ^Vguinaldo's army of obseiTation, on the outskirts of the 
city, contained many natives or residents vf Manila, who, with all 
others of his soldiei-s, were accorded if unarmed, though nniformcd, 
full liberty to enter any portion of the same. All these heti-rogene- 
ous elements, with the 14,0IH> Cnited l^tates troops quartered here, 
filled the city to repletion and gave the |>ri)vosl-iij;(rslinl-general and 
liis guanls ample <iccupation. The ontsidc country was not yet shut 
tx) trade and the port was ojjen to all foreign shijw. Ilcnce subsist- 
ence was abundant and the minor business industnea were well 
employed. 

In a formei' portiim of this report I stated the fact that the insur- 
gent.autliorities had received perniiasion to continue in <K'Cupancy of 
certain snbni'bs of the city for a short titiie wlien ihey, on Seiitember 
15, withdrew their troojis from its interior ])ortions. They ilid not sub- 
Ne<|oently remove Iheir tivops in aceordancc with agreement, hut 
api»eared to be determined to retain Paco and I'andacan, as they 
believed thein to be advantageous military positions, soutli of the 
Pasig Kiver. The assertion was made, and became current, that tliese 
suburt>s were not within the .lurisdiction of ACanila. and it [)ecjime 
advisable to make search and survey to gain desired information on 
that point. These were made by fJeutenant-Coloncl Potter, chief 
engineer of the corps. 

'j'he STirvey showed that the cit.v had never been correctly mapped, 
especially as concerned the trend of the Pasig River and the lines of 
outlying districts. The best opinion did not consider the suburbs, 
still oe<'upied by tlie insurgcint troops, beyond city limits, but no 
decree could be found whicli fixed tlieii* political status. These troops 
had given great annoyance. Their officers bad extorted contribiitiona 
fn>m the citinena of Manila, some of whom they had kidnai>ed and 
carried awaj. They had placed guards upon the river bank and in 
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many iiistiiiK'fs ret'iiseii lo |>crniiL (nir oltiet'rs 1u jiiiss llii'ir lituss, 
altliuu^li ;i ninliiiil iiiiiwnienl liud Ixv^n iiiadc^ wliicli pei'i)iit.1<'cl tlm 
itidlvkliiii] tinjiiibers i)t" liolli iii-niios, wln'ii umiritifi!, lo pass iind 
it'pass Jill niiiitiiry lines willioiit IuihIi-hik-c. A iiumiIht (if rciiuvts 
were siil>initUHl of iiisiirgcnt iiitLTfcreiiw iiitliis rcsjjert. (JeMcriil 
AjkU'1'8011 called at my (|uartei-s on (MoiMjr '■>, and (viinplaiiiid of IIh^ 
indignity li« had i-cmwd at tlif liaiiiisof tlio inNui-tronls, in nol l«'iii;:c 
perniilted to pi-owed iip the i-iv«i- tli rough 1Ih> Insuigent linos, and 
was tlierenpon iiifornn^d thai, as .soon as a coriaini niap of Hiirvry 
could be compli!ted, General A;;ninald() \voul<! bv direetod ti> rciiuivc 
liis troops fi-oni I'aco. On the following day lie siihtiiitled llii' follow- 
ing offieird Gonii>Uiint: 

HEAiii^UAKTii^uri FiKST DrvisiON. E[iiHTH Aioiv Coni'r;. 

Oiiriti- Arsi'iiiil, P. I., OrliA«-i- Ik, itf.iN. 
The Adji;t.vnt-Ge.\ri{ai.. 

Dejmrimeiif <if flie fm-'Jic ami Kifilith Aniiy Ccc/is. ilitiiUii, P. I. 

Sir; I have the honor to report that yesterday, the Hth instant, while proceed- 
ing up the Pasig Kiver, on the steam laniK-h Vnnarao, with three officers of my 
staff, the Amerionn Has tlying over the boat, I was stopped by an armed Filipino 
guard and informed tiiiit we could gi) no further. Explaining that we were an 
unarmed party of American officers out npon an excursion, we were informed 
that, by orders given two days before, no Americans, armed or nnarmed, were 
allowed to pass np the Pasig Biver without a special permit froui President 
AKUinaldo. 

X de.nanded to see the written order, and it was brouf{ht and shown uie. It was 
an official letter signed by Pio del Pilar, division general, written in Tagalo and 
stamped with what appeared to bo an official seal. It purported to be issued by the 
aiithorityoftheiiresident of the revolutionary government, and forbade Americans, 
either armed or nnarmed, from passing up the Pasig River. It was signed bv 
Pilar himself. 

As this is a lUstinotly hostile iict, I beg leave to ask how far we are to submit to 
this kind of interference. 

It is re3[iectfnlly submitted that whether this act of Pilar was authorized or not 
by the assumed insurgent government, it should, in any event, be resented. 
Very respeetfully, 

Thomas H. Am>kkkon. 
MaJ'ir-deiu'nil, U. S. V.. C»Mmi\mh-ij liiiiKiim. 

A^ SI Mm as t lie completed [nap of .survey of llie eity eonid be blin' 
printed a eonnnunication was prepared and lakcti by one of my aiils 
to Malolos. An allusion was nuide thei'ein l.o dleiici'al Ai^iiiniiido's 
letter of S6pteml>er Ifi, in whi^rh he informed me of liis aelioo of tlie 
previoub day in withilrawing troop-s in con.soiiariee with my fbi'nier 
request and "which did not at the tinie rfi|nire reply. The corninnni- 
eation was as foUows: 

Office of the Uniteu Status Military G()vebnok, 

Miinila, P. [.. (Molier 14, /<s'.W. 
Gen. Emilio Aouinaldo. 

Commanding Pliilippini', RenihitioMirji Fin-cen. Maliilon, P. 1. 

Gekerai.: I have the honor to acknowledge thereceipt of your favor of the Itith 
ultimo, and beg to apologize for the late offlcial recognition of the same, presenting 
as a reason for my delay the necessity of obtaining certain information in order to 
arrive at conclnsions in matters materially affecting the subst.ince of our late cor- 
respondence, the securing of which has been attended with great difficulty. 

I fnlly appreciate the friendly spirit manifested toward my Government in your 
expressions of regard, which your action in retiring your troops has confirmed. 
bat I believe there has existed and etitl exists some misunderstanding as to the 
limits of territory which that Government is compelled to occupy and administer 
under its international obhgations with Spain, the responsibility for which it can 
not escape. 

The articles of capitulation transferred the city of Manila, with suburbs and all 
defenses, as I had tne honor to inform you in my letter of September 8. It was 
found impossible to determine definitely, on any existing map, eitb.er the limits of 
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, tlie city or the lines of ils ilefenses. The latter liail heen variously placed, at some 
]ioiiits reHrpiJ anil at others thrust out beyond the conceded city limits. I there- 
fove directed my chief ennfineer, by a uareful search of the inunii-iiial records imd 
an actual survey, to ascertain the lines within which oci.-npation by United States 
troops WHS obligatory by re:ia I in of the terms of tlie surrender. Helms finally con- 
cinded these directed labors, iind baa presented a map. of which the inclosed bine 
print is a copy, on which is tra«pd in white the lines determined upon. By refer- 
ence to this print and a comparison of the name with all former existinjf maps of 
the city and suburbs, it will be jierceived that the latter vary materially from it. 
especially as to the trend of the Pusig Siver an'l the location of tlie Spanish 
defenses. The lines of i-ircumvallation on the print begin iit the Bocana de Vitas 
and thencf they follow Maypa^'o Creek anlil they rpach the line of the Lico road 
produced, thence proceed along said line anil road to Lico, thence to the junction 
of the two roads in front of the Chinese hospital, thence along the road in front of 
said hospital to the north corner of the hospital wall, thence to Blockhouse No. 4, 
thence by Blockhouses Nos. .1. fi. and 7 to San Juan del Monte Creek at the aque- 
dnct. thence down said creek and np the itio Pasig to the mouth of Concordia 
Creek, thence by Concordia and Tripa de Gallinas creeks to a point opposite the 
place where the road from Cin^lon to Pineda {Pasai) tnrns sharply to the right. 
thence by road to Maitnbig, and thence to the mouthof theM alate Creek. This map 
is lielieved to be correct, as the surveyins; and plattinj; were executed with the 
gitatest care and with a desire for accuracy. The lines do not inclnde all of the 
territory which the late Simnish chief en^^reer of this city has described as jyiajr 
within its suburbs and » !ai'{.^er proportion of them are drawn within the lines of 
the city's defenses; bnt they are practical, and inclnde all portions of the siibuiba 
wiiicl) my Government, nndor its promises to Sjiain, could be expected to hold 
posssession of under any demands which Si>ain might present. 

in yonr withdrawal of troops I note that to the north they retired to the line 
described on the map furnished by my preilecessor, Genert^ Merritt, while to the 
east and south his reiiuest was not observed. As far as Paco is concerned, it was 
understood that the troops in that section would be withdrawn within a short 
period of time, and I have now the honor to represent tliat tlie retention of that 
mutnally conceded suburb has been a source of great annoyance to the American 
anthorities, and, as I fully believe, to yourself, while the revolutionary forces 
along the Cingalon ami connecting roads have been the ranse of complaint from 
the inhabitants of that section. 

I am therefore comitelled by reason of ray instructions, which direct me to exe- 
cute faithfully the articles of the Spanish capitulation, because of the interests of 
my Government and. as I sincerely l>elieve. the welfare of your own forces, to ask 
that you withdraw all your troops beyond the lines marked m the accompanying 
blue print wliich are above described, and I must recjnest such withdrawal on or 
liefore the 30th instant, else 1 shall be forced into some action looking to thatend. 

Permit me, in conclusion. General, to teing to your attention facts of which 
you are doubtless ignorant, and which all connected with the American authori- 
ties, especially that vast majority who have entertained a decided and pronounced 
friendly interest in the Philijipine peopli'. have viewed with more or less indigna- 
tion. In a number of instances kidnaping and robbery have been committed 
recently within the city by parties who claimed to be connected with your forces. 
some or whom stated that they were acting under your instructions. This I can 
not believe; but the high-handed offenses committed by these persons show how 
imjxirtant it is, for the interests of all concerned, to withdraw your troops as 
hei'ein TiH|nest«d. In numerous instances my otticei's have submitted complaints 
to me that they have lieen arrested and been compelled to turn back to the city, 
though journeying as unarmed and peaceful citizens merely with the intent to 
seek health and recreation; and on Sunday last a funeral party from the British 
war ship I't-irfrfiil, now lying within this hwbor, was so delayed by the insurgent 
forces at Paco, wiien proceeding to its En;;lish cemetery, that it was obliged to 
retnm to its vessel and repeat the journey on the following day. I fail to see how 
such proceetlings can be justified before enlightened public opinion, and it is a 
matter of profound surprise to me that people seeking relief from tiie control of a 
government, by which, in the jironounced judgment of a large portion of the 
civilized world, it has been oppressed for centuries, should permit its armed 
autlioi'ities to so conduct themselves as to arouse the indignation of friendly and 
assistant nations. The indignities which my Government has suffered from the 
i-evolutionary forces still illegally maintained at Paco (few of them are cited 
herein) can not be tolerated in future. Resistance to the high-handed proceed- 
ings there committed is rot merely considered a duty from which there is no 
escape, but would be esteemed a virtue by any civilized government cognizant of 
W 2 
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the facts. 1 do not for a moment ijeriiiit myself to entertain the iuipresjion that 
either you, or the able advisers by whom you are surroanded. have authon/el 
these insnlts to my Government, bnt I must bring them to the notice if tlip 
authorities which maintain these troops, and apon which reeta the legal reapcinsi 
bility for their condimt. 

There is anotlier matter which I beg respectfully to present to your diRtitieuiahei 
cotiBideration. There are a great number of I'nited States soldiers withm this 
city and a large aocession. primarily intended and ecjnipiied. by my Goiernment 
for use against the armed forces of Spain, is en route for this port. Thecontlnned 
unheal thrulness of the city, notwithstanding the strenuous efforts we are mak ng 
for a thorough police of the same, may make it ne[:eBsBry to temporarily encamp 
such troops as are suffering from diseases contracted here on some point of laua 
which promises favorable sanitary conditions for restoration to health. 

Should the emergency become imminent, the dictitfes of humanity and the over 
whelming demands of my Government woul<l obligeme to establish a convalescent 
campin this locality, to which troops could be sent for recuperation, and to lelieve 
the congested situation which must attend the presence of so large a body of armed 
men within a thickly populated city. I have in mind for this viossilile cjimp the 
grounds on the shore of the bay formerly occupied by United States troops imd 
designated Camp Dewey, or the high ground to the cast of the city. It is my desire 
to place it at a locality which wonld not inconvenience any organizations con- 
nected with your forces or the surrounding inhabitants, and to the emergency of 
this anticipated proceeding I respectfully invite your consideration and ask your 
assistance should eiecrntion became necessary. Should action of this character be 
decided upon, I Ixsg of you to rest firmly in my nniiualified assurances that it will 
be undertfiken in a spirit of the greatest friendliness and with the sincere desire 
to neither compromise nor affect in the slightest degi-ee your ititereata and tiiose 
of the people whom you rejjresent, but. on the contrary, to enhance them. 

Permit me to Hubscribo myself. (Jenerai, with the highest resi>ect, 
Your most obedient servimt. 

E. S. Otls, 
JlaJiii--(/ei'Kriil, U. S. r.. 
I'liUe-l .Slates Militarij (.lovernuriii tlw Philippii'i". 

On the IStli i>f Octdlier three iic<M"eililecl rt'pi-ijKenlalives fnnu A.i^iii- 
njiklo c^lleil, and the ehainnan, \)i: Taveia, a member of the MaloloK 
cabinet, pi-eseiitcd a note, of which the followinf; is ji copy: 

Mamla, CkM<ei- is, isw. 
His Excellency Major-General Oris. 

Mllit«i-i/ tloivnior (if tin- Ciiitr-I Staten Fm-res In the Phnqipim". 

Gkneual; I have the honor toitliice in your hands this note, which I bring |ifr- 
sonally, in which I make known the object of tlie mission confided to me by Prciii- 
dent Aguinaldo and which I will reiterate verbally. The letter dated the 1 itii of 
this month, which yon directed to General Aguinaldo. reached his hands, and 
desirous of complying with your desires ho called in council all of his generals 
and made known to them the desires wliii'h yon extiressed in yemr letter. 

Highly appreciating the spirit of friendsliip iind goo<l feeling which is constantly 
noted in your honorable letters and which retlects the sentiments of Americans 
and of their policy toward us, the generals of .'yr. Aguinaldo cheerfully accede to 
that which you ask. 

But the idea of the possihility that Spain may retui-n to this tei'ritnry and 
occupy Manila as the result of the decision of the Ameriiai-Spiinish tontereiico 
now m sesHion in Paris, has caused said generals to try and obtain a moilitication 
of the demands which you malte in your letter of thi! l-lth. 

Having verbally explained, for your considLTatiou. the reasons which influence 
the manner of thought of the Philippine geueralu, I shall make alsii the following 
propositions, made by President Aguinaldo: 

First. The Filipinos will retire beyond the line of demarcation itidicated in 
the blue print, as you desire. 

Second. The Filipinos will retain Pandacan under their jurisdiction. 

Third. The Filipinos consider it of the greatest importance to occupy the 
blockhouses, with their forces of the line, in view of the possible return of the 
Spanish, promising not to pass with arms. 

Fourth. General Aguinaldo asks of you an extension of the time indicateil, for 
evacuation of his troops. 

I repeat, sir, with the greatest consideration and respect, 

T. H. Pakjio de Tavera, 
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(otisiilcmlile dis«iissii>ii fiiUowcd and Ttivei-a, a iiiMii of I'xcfileiit, 
scientific and pi-ofessionaj attaimnciitH, lonft a I'osirteiit i)!* Paris and 
e(lu(;at(,'il there, and who liad advoeated iipealy tho ostnbliMhinent of 
Aiiieriean soveioiynty in the islands as iieceKBary to the welfare of the 
inhabitants, ahty represented hia chief, strongly urging the conces- 
sions re(|uesti'<l in liiseomtiHinication. It developed that my letter of 
the 14th had aronweil fierce opposition; that Aguinahto hail indig- 
nantly distlairin'i.i any knowledge of ihe promise to gradually with- 
draw the tioojis from Paco and Pandaean, and that opinion on the 
(piestion to withdraw or fight, which the insnrgent leaders liad dis- 
cussed, was well-nigh oqnaljy (lividcd. All the concessions ivquested 
wei-e denied. Then an extension of the date fixed in my letter upon 
which Ihe insnrgent troops must he retired to Octolwr lio was asked 
for and granted. In the course of our conversation Dr. Tavera and 
his associates strongly nrged jieiniission to retain all the Spanish 
lilockhonw^s, but were iufiirnii'd that we could not yield in this matter, 
as somi' of them weie williin tlie lines bevond which lliev must with- 
draw. Tlicv iheu re\ertcd to the blockhouses uorilieasl of th<' citv 
which vvci-c on those liuc.=. saving ihat tliev had no ^helter for tlieir 
Troops if they were lakeu from tlieui, and I remarked casually That 
I did not consider them .jI' :u\y importance, as we did iiol intend fo 
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'Cted this mistaken 
e<l up(ni me in person and explained the 
1 placed bv reason of 
iiformed him Ihat I would not fake immedi- 
■ aclion evi'u if the insurgents did thU vacale these houses on llie 
te annouTu'ed. All tills a[)|K'ars in subseiim-ut correspondence. 
l)n Oclober l'H U was reporb'd Ihat iusiirgenl Ifoopswere moving 
iLfhwanl by railwav from lialolosand other points and were being 
ncenl rated ncai' l!u' ncrlli liii.-of thecily. On calling the attention 
file insurgeni authorities lo this threatening demonstration the 
ncciitralion eeaseil and manv of liie troops were reinovc'l. 
On October -':i the followiuf; «as received: 



n-al B. S. ( : 



Rkvoi.i-tion.vkv ()o vehement of the Phil 
rrcii'li'in-y, .l/((/o/e.v. 0,i' 



„ (:iu'\f„fllii-Ai,<,-n,-(ii, Fom-.v. _l/(ii(i7«, P. I. 

(lENHjiAi,: la view of y<mr favor of the Ittli instant, I eonsnlted the opinions of 
my seucralK and advisory council, and I Imve aMointed Dr. Pnrdo de Tavera in 
order that iie mifiht plaue licfore yon tlit' wishes ofall. as he did on the 18th. Said 
uommisBioiH'ra, niion ffiving me an a^^conut of yonr wislies. told me that you liad 
consented to poBtpone the nltimatnm for the witlidrawal of our trO'jpB until tlie 
35th and the retention Ijj-onr fonvaof the blockhouses situated on the line shown 
on the bine uiap which ynn sent me with said letter, but had not acceded to the 
desires of the Philippine people that my forces continue to occupy Paudacan. 
Relative to the latter point, I tahe the liberty of telling you that your prcdeceasor. 
General Merritt, understood that the Ameritain forces only ought to occupy, 
according to the terms of the capitulation of Manila, the city and its environs, 
i. e., Binondo. Toudo, Santa Cruz, C^iiijipo. Sampaloc. San Mignei, Concepcion, 
Brmita, Malate. and Paco. or San Fernando de Oilao. and thus he clearly puts it in 
his letter of Augiiat 20 la.st. The town of Pand.-ican has always been considered 
outside of the old municipal limits of Manila, which the general himself mentions 
in said letter, and I hope your high sense of judgment will see it thus. 

Nevertheless, I understand that your forces are already occupying the Uli-Uli, 
Nactahan,and Santa Mesa districts, which. although belonging to the jurisdiction 
of Pandacan, they can continue to do, in order to prevent the continual encounters 
with mine which cause disagreeable incidents. , 
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I take pleasure in iiiauiiesiiiif; ti) j-on that it is 7iot lack of umiliili-iic!', anil iinich 
less aniiHiwit)'. that priiiiipts me to write iu ttiia iiiauiier. To-day. inoietl] an ever. 
the FillpinoH detfirn to iivv in peiiw and perft«t liariJionj' with the Anicricnna. 
becH.nse they will tiike can' that the Fhilii>piiieB Ao not return under the odionM 
Spanish dominirni. 

When it ia jioBsible for a forniiil wnventioii to pacify and harmonize the iiitei'- 
«3tH of t>ie two peoiiles, then the suspicions ot luy iieople— which I can not cfini- 
pietoly luiiet with uiy prestige and authority, no matter what i(i>oA desiri^s move 
me — will disappear. 

I beg of you not to consider as an insult to your flaj; a bad interpretation of my 
orders, which I will severely pwnisii aocorcling to the gravity of the offense. Yoii. 
with yonr keen percevilion. will understand that a people agitateil liy a revolution 
return gradually, not auddeiily. to their normal life, no matter how educated they 
are supposed tolje. It liocouies necessary for me to act with uiw^h tact iu order 
to give no cause for internal dissensions. 

And this consideration is what obliges me to ask you about the form and condi- 
tions with which yon wish to establish a sanitarium within my lines: because 1 
wish, at nil cost, to prevent the possibility of your complaints beiu^ renewed con- 
cernmg acts emanatmg from the continual contiict of our forces. 1 undei'stimd 
that you have considei'ed it necessary to demand the withdrawal of our forces, not- 
withstanding the friendship w))icb liinds \if. in order to prevent friction. Uii thic 
account, although I highly appreciate the humane sentiments which i>rompt you. 
I do not dare allow it. wltnont previous explanations, for the ver}- reastm that I 
wish to preserve the fiiendship that constitntes the welfare of both peoiiIeS. 

I hope you will pardon me, as the necessity of consulting various advist'ra has 
obliged me to delay my answer. 

I nm, General, with the greatest cnnsideration. your obedient servant, 

Till! rt'iU'eKeiiliilives of AtiiiiLi;il<io wlio jircsciiU'il llirs <-uiiiiiiiiiiic;i- 
lioii cnmo pre[iiin'd lo aifiiic ils riiei'ils, timl iil'li'i cimsiderablc eiui- 
veT'Hiit!(Hi I sctil llif' onil ]v]ilv tlial llic sulijt'cl liiul been i-xIuuinI- 
ivcly (lis.'iissi-il ami tlial Uciiei^al A.LCiiiiuiUlo niiisl witiidnuv bislcjops 
fi'iiin llu' lilies diisitrniili'ii on or b'-l'orc llic date aiiiiiiniiccil, i-einarkiii« 
at llie liiii'' tliat [ "iiubl innkc fiirnial reply latiT ti> ccrlaiii piiinls 
wliii'li be liad prcHciili'd in his nolo. 

The intsiirjjeul (I'imps \m'\-o withdniwu on the aftenmoii aii<l cvouiiif;: 
of Oclolici' :.'■!, iiKpi'oiriised. find on ()<-1ol)<;r _'7llie fi>IIi)wiii}f Ictk'r was 
seiil to Maldlo-s, and hi'oiifilit out tIio.sp ()f November + and l(i, whicli 
herfinalter appear. 'J'hesc lennhiaU^d all ollicial convKiioiHlt'iK'o 
upon the siibjecUs Iheiviu disi'iissed: 

UFFIOE U. S. Mir.IT.\R\ (ioVEKNUH IN THE Phh.ippise Iwi.\ni>h, 

Miiiiila, P. /., 0--loliev -'7, ISfiS. 
Gen. Emii.io Aouis.u.do, 

CinniiKiwUnn lli-ri/l'ilioi'iii-n fiU'Cfts, Mololo". P. 1. 

General; I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yonr communication 
of the 133d instant, and have awaited the result of corresi>ondence and conferences 
upon the subject of which yon treat. 

Concerning the conference of the IMth instant with yonr representative, Dr. 
Pardo de Tavera, it resulted in an honest mistinderst^anding between us in one 
slight particular only. The doctor very ably, by letter, submitted yonr wishes- 
one of which WHS the retention of the blockhouse-! on the designated line. In 
regard to this matter, 1 said I was powerless to make any concessions, and in the 
conversation which followed remarked, in substance, tlirougli the interpreter, that 
we did not wish to occupy them, as we did not consider them of any importance. 
The doctor, 1 can tonceive, very naturally misnnderstood my meaning— in fact 
the interpreter might have done so— and when, on the 'J4th instant, the doctor 
agam called and forcibly expressed his coustraotion of my language, I was so 
impressed with his earnestness and honesty of purpose and convictions, I remarked 
that, although the law would not jienrut a concussion. I would not raise any 
objection, unless bereaftiT compelled to do so by my superior authority, if your 
forces continued to oiwupy the blockhouses to the north of the Fasig River, 

I have referred to General Merritfs letter of August 'iO. which you mention, 
and find that it is as yonstat«. Unfortunately, lam bonndby the terms of capitu- 
lation, which recite "the city and defenses of Manila and its suburbs." Fandacan 
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is certainly fiir within the lina i)t defense and. fi'oiii in ton nation obtaini'd from 
' two weighty s^nrcee, I have been led to believe that it has, of late, bi'en considered 
one of the city's suburbs, althougli we have been unable to find any ypaiiisli decree 
which fliee ita status with definiteneas. 

In re^fii'd to the establishment of a convateKcont camp for the restoration to 
health of menibera of luy command, it was mj intention to eonsnlt you and arrive 
at an uuderatanding in the matter before uttemiiting anything of the kind. I 
knew yon would not offer olijei'tions if it could be no jilact-d a» not to give your 
people annoyance, since it could not be in any wise a menai/e, but, on the contrary, 
wonld place our sick within your power and to a certain extent under your pro- 
tection. I have that confidence in your humans sentiments and in tJie kindly 
impulsi* of your iieople as to believe that yon would surely consent to a measure 
of this character, and I think the poorer classes of surroundiiiy; communities 
would be pecuniarily benefited bv the small trade that it would trive rise tJ), as 
hospitals make many purchiises oi e'liWe products which your pe')plp would be 
glad to fumish. Khonld necessity arise under which I would be forced to take 
action, it will be my pleasure to confer with you liefore proceeding in the matter, 
and I am fully convinced that you will give assent and assistance. 

Penult me. General, to assui-e you that I fuUy appreciate the difficulties under 
which you labor hi your endeavors to cany out the desires and demands of your 
people. As I have already expressed myself in foniier commnnicatioBS. I am fully 
convinced of your wish to maintain harmonions relations with the United States 
forces ami fjovernraent of Manila, and that you deplore, with me. any proceeding 
which may disturb that harmony and friendly feeliny:. I have been fully aware- 
thitt all unpleasant incidents which have occnrred. and to which 1 alluded in my 
former letter, were due entirely to irresponsible and unwarranted action of sub- 
ordinates, and I am constantly called upon to correct misconceptions etitert«ined 
by my tixiops and to punish offenses which they have wantonly committed 

I am i{ratitied with the success, both as concerns the interests of the Filipino 
people and the United Stateu troops, which ha** attended onr mutual eff^vts for 
the Hinicable iidjustinent of affairs, anil sincerely hoiie that the manifested nood 
will which now exists by and betweeu our forces may be long continued. 
1 am. General, moat sincerely, your obedient servant. 

E, 8. Otis. 
M<iii>i--Geiiera!, U. S. V. . 
(•)iih-<l stairs Mihi'in, (InWi-ncr h- tin' Philim<i,irs. 



RkvoJ.UTIiiNAHV GOVEIINMENT tlF THE PHlLlPflNEiS. 

Pi-esideiu-//, Mnliilox. Xoiviiilier 4. }S:i.-'. 
Maj. Gen. E. S. Otis. 

CumiiiiiiHler hi Chief of the Ainei-iaui Fon-et of (kciiiifitioii -if Muiiiht. 

Gkskrai. : In having the honor of answering your letter of the 27th of October 
last. I shall make no mention of the first paragraphs of the same, because I see. 
with pleasure, that the matter referred to in them has had a solution adjusted to 
your desires. 

I shall limit myxelf only to the laat t>aragraphs that speak of the establishment 
of a camp for convalescents. Concerning: this paragraph, I ought to oliserve that 
from the moment when a concession is made of a part of the territory occupied 
by onr forces and a hoapitsd ia bnilt in it, you will have to place there a force in 
charge to look after the interests tliei'e created, unless it depends tor security 
solely and exclusively upon the guaranty offered by the laws dictated by our 
government. 

You, yourself. General, have always impressed me more than once with the fact 
of the impossibility of a dual oct'upation of Jlanila, liecause the continual contact 
of your forcps and mine might give place to innumerable disagi'eeable incidents, 
if not serious and grave confiicts. which may disturb the harmony that exists 
between us. I am fully aware of the humanity you invoke in favor of the sick, 
but on the strength of this consideration it is my sacred duty to look after millions 
of sonla whose security and interests would le compromised if a conflict between 
us should ensue. The only solution possible is to completely cede you the iise of 
this encampment, and this, as yon will understand, requires some fixed basis of 
arrangement more concrete than can result from a verbal one made in a confer- 
ence. Besides it Is my duty to submit these conditions to the representatives of 
the people. 

It is not lack of confidence which o\iliges me to proceed in this manner: it is 
necessity. These bases, if in the meanwhile a friendly convention between your 
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(iiivernnent and mine is not realizeil, will constitute tlie jiro visional rnles tliaf 
will serve as tlie form for the solution of the diiiiiiH thiit might ovunr. 

Auil. al'ove nil, these liases will font ri I rate veiy inucli to j)erpetu:ite tlie ti-iend- 
ship that exists between ns. because niv iieojile will tiike great care not to Ureali 
tlicm. 

I am, with the iireatast cousiileriition. yimr attcurive anil obedient servant. 



Oh.'H.K U. S. WII.ITAKV UoVKltNt.R IN- IMK P[iII,II']'INF,S, 

Gen. Emilk) A'a-INAI.IH). 

Grxekai.: 1 received with pleastire .vonr not* of the 4tli instani. and have the 
honor to reply to the point you present in regard to the establishment of a, conva- 
lescent ca.1111) beyond the present line of actual occupation liy the United States 
troops, as follows: 

I am not convinceil that such establishmi^ut will be iit nil necessary, and. in fact, 
from present indications it wnuld api>ear that we shall ln' able to care for our sick 
M-ithin the line and defenses of Manila. 

With regard to right of occupancy of territory, so many international iinestions 
arise nnder the articles of capitulation with Spam, wfiich the United States is 
in honor bonnd to strictl.v- construe nnd obey in all mattei-s affecting its rtctiou. 
that I do not intend to present them for determination if it can be consisti'ntly 
avoided, especially not those which mit^ht demand argument and det^ision. sncli. 
for instance, as might arise regarding shore lines, which rightful occupation by 
the United States of the bay and harbor of .Manihi, with conceded right-s of use for 
commcTciid purposes, might involve. 

I aiJi, Crencral. with great respect, your obedient servant, 

E. S. Otis, 
MHJor-dPheiill. l'. S'. 1'.. 
Cn'fi'il SM'"! Mil'faiy <i»rt',;.oi- h' the PhiJifiiiiies. 

Diiriii:: thr hillcr jiiiil of Octniicr iiistriu'lioiis «'(iri' i'Ofoiv<'(l from 
Waslihifrtnn .! i iv<'t irii; I hal r-dutl lie iiiikIc I<. seen re I lie rclwisc of nietn- 
bcrsof tlM^Sp;misli cI.tk.v niiil jcli^'ioiLs (inh.Ts «h(j won. hol.i iiy Iho 
iiiMiir}if"l Jf"^" "'*"""' "I i's |>i'is"Ti''i't "f "">■■ <.Vin-(wii<inili.(i(-c ensued 
anil is here yivoii (i..soi-vc ;is a basis foi' coiiiiriciil in a bilei' portion of 
this reinm. Four (■(.ninmiiications |>a.ssc<l, "f whi.-li llie fi.Jiowitij; are 
copies: 

Office U. S. Mii.jt.\uv Govkuxoh in tiif. Pmupi'iNf; Islands, 

M.,„ilo, I'. I.. yon-wl«;- /. /«w. 
G«n, Eiiii-ro Aiii:[N,\i,oo. 

CummiiwUivi rhUifiviu- lievIiiHtmini t'orvx, Miilolo", /'. I. 

Uenbkai,: By direction of my (ioverninent. I have the honor to present for your 
distinguished consideration a aubject which is causing much comment and a great 
deal of severe criticism of the Filipino people thronghont Europe and among tlie 
very large class of (Jatholic citizens of my own country, and that is the retention, 
as i)Tisoners of war, of the Spauish Catholic clergy and nuns. I believe that a vast 
majority of the reports of great cruelty and liarliarous treatment pnicticed by the 
Filipinos toward these individuals which have been put in general <-irculation 
are nntme. Inileed, 1 have forlridilen cablegrams jireiHii-ed on this subject, which 
I iiad good reason to suppose could not be substantiatt^l, to he sent to other coun- 
tries, and I have infi>rmed tlie United States authorities that many rumors of this 
nature in circulation throughout the civilized world were greatly exaggerated. 
Still, however, the facts stand out prominently that these individuals have sul- 
fere<i privations and hardships and are still held in <;aiitivity. and fabrications 
charging most cruel and inhuman treatment resulting in loss ot life will continue 
to be spread abroad to the great detriment of the Intfireat and welfare of the I''ili- 
pino people. I do not consider that I sacrificed in any particular Oie confidence 
reposed in me by my Government in communicatiiig to vou that it has been 
requesteil by the Vatican at Rome and by many distinguished men high in the 
cotmcils of nations to employ its good oifices in efforts to se<'ure the liberty of the 
Spanisli clergy and of all individtt«l,s connected with religious orders now held in 
durance, among whom areespeciallvmentii>iied the Bishop of New Segoviaand the 
nnns in the northwestern part of tiie island of Luzon. 

It is, of course, needless for iTie to present to you or the able connselors by whom 
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.you are Hurroiinded. awl, inilteil. it may be considered a pre,<iimptioii on my iwrt 
■ to invite your iitteiition tu the fsct lluit this clerj;y. anil, iniieed, the civil funo 
tioiiiU'iea of tlie Siianisli G-oveniment, can not nndei' a strict interjiretation of the 
rwles of intern ation ill law lie deeniwl prisoners of war except in tertain very aggra- 
vated caaes. It would refpiii'e most decided action on the jiait of meiiihers of 
religious orders to plac- them in that cat^ory, and the seizure and retention of 
nnna or interrei-eiice with them in the practice of what they consider their duties 
under their sa^jred religiona vows is invariably looked npon with marked disfavor 
liy ^l nations claiming to practice civilized warfare. All this is well known to 
you, and 1 only allude to it to account, in a measure, for the eri'oueous imprea- 
sions which publicly prevail reganling the humane sentiments and good intentions 
rherished by the Filipinos, and which are so ditma^iing to them in securing a posi- 
tion as a people which they seek to invoke. Yon will please pardon me for this 
allnaion. but the matter is so important to the beat interests of the Filipinos that 
I liave taken the liberty, uninvited, to present it. 

t'oufideiit thut you seek the welfai'e of yonr people, may 1 in that confidence ask 
yon to use your conceded intlnence to (-orrect this condition of affairs and to act 
with tne in efforts to place these iirisoners in a xmaition which will put an end to 
till! ftcrimouions ci-iticisms which now so widely wevail? I would be pleased 
to receive them here at Manila and care for them while they make preparations to 
leave the conutry. as I am informed many of them desii'e to do: and more par- 
ticularly does it appear to me as moat essential tiiat prompt action be taken with 
regard to the nuns. Any traveliiiu; expense or cost of food required to effect their 
removal to this iioint I would be glad to meet should yon desire it. 
1 Jim. Genera!, with gre^it respect, yonr obedient iiervaiit. 

E. S, Otis. 
Miijor-ariipnil. r.S. I".. 
/ -,nl,',l Slul,'.^ Milil'u-i <;;n;-Hor in ihv Philii>pine«. 



Rkvi)i,itiona1!Y Govkknment or thk Philippin-es. 

rivifh;,,-!/. MiiU'li'H, y,n-emlK)- J. ISt'S. 
Maj. Gen. E. S. Otis, 

( •imiiiKinilei- hi Chief nf Amrrinui I'hi-ci-s <if Oecni-ntioii in llic Pli'lippiiif". 

Gesrr.m.; I take pleasure in acknowledging the receijit of your kind communi- 
cation of yesterday's date, and I ought to tell you that your observatiotis. far from 
dippleasing me. ar© very useful to me. as fhey are dictiited by the enlightenment 
aenuired in the atmosphere of a fi-ee country. 

I ouf^Iit also to inform yon. especially, that we do not make prisoners of women 
and children, and mtich less of the nuns. If some woman or child is found among 
our prisoners, it ia because they are part of the family of one from whom they do 
not wish to be separated, reiiuiring us to support them at tlie expense of the Phil- 
ippine treasury. This detail is nut foreseen in international law. but the Fill' 
piiios observe this custom, projnpted by humane sentiments. 

I am glad to hear you say that the Hpanish clergy and civil oflicials can not be 
prisoners of war ai-'ording to international law. Before luisweriiig this point 
allow me to observe that we have only taken as prisouers the priests (sacerdotes 
religiosos) belonging lo the Spanish olergy. and not those who live the life of 
monks: and pi-nnit itie to make tjiis ixrint clear in order that the e.tplanation 
which I have the pleasure of giving you iilbv be more intelligible, and s<i. also, 
that foreign public opinion may not be mistaken. It is trne that international 
law declarea in aenerifl that the derfiy and civil officials can not be prisoners of 
war, but the spirit of the-'e very laws e.tchide the Siianish priests (sacerdotes 
religiosos) and civil officials in the Philippines, because they (Spaniards) alone 
IHisaess the certain class of persons known by that name. 

Beginning with the Spaninh civil officials. I take the liberty of pointing out to 
you that at the becinniitg of the declaration o£ war between the tTnited States and 
rtliain they were obliged by General Augustin to bear arius. without distinction 
as to class, and even before, during tlie first stages of the Philippine revolution, 
Spanish civil officials were already formed into armed volunteer corps who, if 
they did wot fretjuently go into the field in company with the regular soldiers, 
shot and arrested defenseless find pacific iuhabitants in order to imprison them 
and submit them to Indescribable torture. Besides, I ought also to say that in the 
Spanish penal prisons and penitentiaries groan even hundreds of prisoners and 
deported Filipinos who were torn away from their homes on account of the sus- 
pioioHH of the old Spanish Government, and thanks to the arts and malicious cus- 
toms of the priests (sacerdotes religiosos! called ministei's of peai*. 



,y Google 



2-i KKPOKT OF MA,M)R-GENEIiAL OTIS. 

Eelfttive to the priests, or I'atLier Spanish "sacerdotesreligioaos.'I taku tlicliiierty 
of laying before you tlic followinj,'- points: 

A. The relig^ou-^icorporatione of the Philippines have acMHiire^lar^axricultnral 
ooloniea by means of fraud. In olilan times the Filipinos, iirompted by their 
religion. Rave awjiy a jiart of the protluctB of their lands to the old iiriests (sauer- 
dot«3 reIigios<>s) for their Hupj.ort. But in the course of time that which was 
prompted by spiritual motive tliey made obligatory, titking possession of the lands, 
in order to better secure it, and luakinfj the provirietnra depeotlents or colonif^ts 
who crinld not refuse ]>ayin!{, because of the vengeance of tlie Sjianisb anthoritieH, 
whom the said safiei-dotes had in their favor, throngh bribery. 

B. According to the canons of tlie Roman Church, these priests or religious siic- 
eri!ot«a can not chum the privilege of absolving, which is solely reserved to the 
secular clergy to which the Filipino jffieats Iwloiig. Nevertheless, the ecclesi- 
astics, in order to be able to exercise the duties of iiarodual priests (cura parroco) 
in the Phitiiipine townK. have been cheating the Vatican and foreign pnblic opinion, 
picturing these (owns as savage ranches, which reijuire the care of Spanish reli- 
gious missionaries that the natives may not return to their ancient idolatry. Tlie 
Fili]rino priests who have tried to rectify this false opinion of the Vatican rela- 
tive to the religious state of the country, in order to be obedient to the canons of 
the church, died martyrs, accused by the ecclesiastics of l»eing <lislurbera. 

C. The same priests (sacerdotes religioaos) tried also to cheat the Spanish Gov- 
ernment, making it believe that tbey were theonly upholders of H|)anish sovereignty 
in the Philippines, and althongh the Spanish authorities rei^gniaed the fraud, tliey 
did not want to admit anything, as they were influenced by the gold of the i-eli^ious 
corporations. These priests, exercising the right of absolving in the Philippine 
towns, have been for a long time the absolute masters of the life, honor, and proi>- 
erty of the Filipinos. For this reason, it is a widely iinown and notoi ions fact, 
recognized by all the foreigners who have studied Philippine affairs, that the 
primary causes of the Philippine revolution were the e<'cfesiasti(sil corporations 
which, taking ailvantage of the cornipt Spanish (Jovemnient. have robbed the 
country, preventing progress and liberty. 

With these uiitecadents, General, yon will understand that, owing to the inllu- 
ence and interests of the religiouscorporationsin the Philippines, it is neither .just 
nor politic to set at liberty the priests (sacerdotes religioaos). The ar<!hbishop, as 
well as the Spanish bishops in the Philippines, belong to the regular Spanish clergy, 
and it is not prudent to allow them to continue ruling in these islands, as iheycan 
incite a counter revolntion, assisted by their gold and some fanalio Filipinos, 
who still obey their commands. 

When the Filipino priests, unjustly spurned by the Vaticim, have obtained 
the right to appointment to the duties of bishops and parochial priests, then there 
will lie no danger to the public tranquillity in setting at liberty the ecclesiastics. 
The Spanish Government and the Po]>e havi> proven themselves ignorant of law or 
.justice, when one deals with their interests. For that reason the Filipinos wish 
to hold the civil officials in order to obtain the liberty of the prisoners and dermrted 
Filipinos; and the priests in order to obtain from the Vatican the recognition of 
the Philippine cJei^y. 

As a representative of the Government of the United States, I beg of you. Gen- 
eral, with the greatest kindness, to notify it that neither ven^^eance uor hate 
influence the Filipinos when they hold the civil officials and -Spanish ecclesiastics, 
but that public interests and the peace of the Philippine people demand these 
measures. International law will have to give way before the jnat cause of a 
country of millions of souls, because this cause is one of humanity, civilisation, 
and progress. My people exact these mea-sures and I can not but comply with 
their will. If you. General, can intei-pret the sentiments of the people to your 
Government and foreign public opinion, and by this means correct the eoMiieous 
ideas emanating from the ignorance of the true condition of the conntry. you will 
make yourself a creditor to the gratitude of the Filipino people and the civilized 

I am, with the greatest consideration, your most obedient servant, 

BMII-IO A'llTINAl.lin, 

Office Umtbd States Mrijr.MiV Govehkou 

IN Tiir Pfiilii'I'isk Isi.anph, 
M-ndlii. r. I., Xoi-L'mb'-i- /", '.'•■!.,s'. 
Gen, E.MiLio AuuiNA],Dn, 

Vonuiiaiidiwj PhUiji/iuu' lli'iiiliiliiiniii-n FurcrH, MhIhIdx. P. 7. 
Gesebal: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your cordial commu- 
nicfttion of the ild instant, for which jiermit me to thank you, and to which my 
manifold duties have denied me the ploisure of replying ns promptly as I wished. 
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I liighly appreciate your e."tpi'esae<l desire to iwt for the iniblic interests, the 
peawi of the Filipinos and iii aixoidance with the ilittates of humanity, but yon 
will pardon my i-andid confession that I am unable to comprehend the force of 
yonr remai-k to the effect that internattonul law mnst give way before the just 
rause of a country of inillions of souls because it in one of humanity. 1 fail to 
understitnil how the principles of that law can be aittagonistic in any particular 
to the welfare of a people, fonnded. as tliey are, on the beat interpretation of the 
law of nature, which the acknowledged wisdom of ^es of human progress has 
been able to Ijestow. Every indepearient nation claiming advanced enliKhteument 
pi'ofesses to be bound by these obligations of that law and certainly wouhl be held 
reaponsiitle by the civilized wi)rld Mould iv openly violate theni. 

My previous letter contained the i-eijnest uf my fJiDvernment for the release of 
the clergy and members of reliirinns orders, including nuns of a certain locality 
]-ep<n-t<!d to lie held by you as prisoners of war. Your reply informs me that you 
hold IIS such prisonerH the Spanish priests and former civil offlcials, but not women 
anil children, "much less nuns."' In regard to the latter, I must have been mis- 
informed, for I received the impression that they souijht return of their iiersonal 
effects, of which they hail been deprived, with permission to join their friends in 
this city. Your letter, however, assures me that they have not been despoiled 
and po^esB full liberty of action to journey whersoever they please. This inftinna- 
tioii I will glailly convey to my Government and to persons immediately interested 
in their welfare who have expressed ccuicem tor their safety as regards health, 
life, and individual property. 

In respect to the Spanish ofilcials whom yon hold as prisoners of war. you ai-e 
pleased to I'emark that during the first stages of the Filipino revolution they were 
formed intJi an aruked volnnteer corps, were subsequently obliged to bear arms 
without distinction ax to class, and that if tliey did not freqnently take the field 
with the army of the enemy, nevertheless shot and arrested jieaceable and defeiise- 
iSss inhabitants. These you desii-e to retain until opi>ortunity offers to e.xchanjte 
them for Filipino prisoners now in the hands of Sjain. 1 am not conversant 
with the fads you narrate, and am not therefore competent to arrive at any con- 
clusion. It is. however, a well-established principle of law tbat the chief otHcernof 
a hostile government, such as its diplomatic agents and those wbo are of particu- 
lar importance and use to it, become, upon capture, prisoners of wai'. but I do not 
think that its minor officials are classed in that category, unless armed or attached 
in some capacity to a hostile army for the purpose of rendering active aid. 

As regards the members of the Spanish clergy I understand you to state, in sub- 
stance, that they are held as jirisoiiers of war on acf^ount of the grave offenses 
committed by tliem while Luzon was under the practical domination of Spain; 
that they were the primary and principal cause of the revolution which has hccn 
in progress for the past two yeai's: that it is not prudent to set them at liberty, as 
they are disposed, and might be able, if released, to incite a counter revolution in 
Spanish interests, and tbat they are retained in prison not only for s^uch reasons, 
but also to compel the Vatican to recognize the conceded rights of the Filipino 
clergy, which has heretofore been denied it. 

Acceiitlng these as established facts (my knowledge iS not to the contrary), the 
conclusion does not appear to follow that these members of the clergy am he con- 
sidered prisoner of war. and I can not conceive how. under the laws of war or 
any international right arising from the state of belligerency existing between the 
Filipinos and Siiain. they can be so denominated. Nor do I understand your sug- 
gestion that the spirit of these laws, if not their context, excludes these people 
from the protection which strict interpi'etation bestows, whatever may have heen 
their previous crimes. Even if these priests belonged to religiiius coriiorations. 
against which the Filipinos had well-grounded comjilaint for (last off'enses.and 
indeed for cruelties received at their hands: even if they exhorted the fiout- 
mnnities in which they i-esided to resist the revolutionists, and might still do so if 
released: even if they persecuted the Spanish snbjei'ta among whom they lived, 
they could not be considered as iirisoners of war in any sense of that term unless 
captured while making armed resistance or giving active armed aid to the enemy. 

The law of nations allows every sovereign government to make war upon 
another, and concedes the right of revolution to a people greatly oppressed, but it 
does not admit a violation of the rules of regular warfare regarding the status of 
liersons arrested or captured or in the treatment of prisoners of war. although 
they may belong to the forces of an unjust assailant or a formerly tyrannical 
master. 

The o.vpressed int«ution of holding these Spanish priests as prisoners of war in 
order to force the Vatican of Rome into certain acknowledgments with appro- 
]>riate action I can not conceive to be well fonuded in law, custom, or precedent, 
and am convinced that such a position is untenable. 
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In tliis somewhat hasty letter. General. I h:ivp accepted hU your facts for the 
sake of arguiiieitt. iinil am nimble to reach your coiiclUBiun. viz. that the mem- 
bers of the religious ortlcr.s are rightfully Ite^t imurinoued. and that the interests 
of the Filipino people dennHid their n^teiition. 1 do not think that tiie views 
jou advance would receive favorable general acceptance, and believe therefore, 
in all sincerity, that tlie good name, reputation, and welfare of that people wonhl 
be areatly enhaiu.-ed by relieving those men from the captivity which they have so 
long endured. 

T caa only ask in conclusion that the wishes of my Government miiy r«:eivc? 
more favorable consideration than your most friendly letter indicates. 
I am. General, with great respect, your otedinit servnnt. 

B. S. Otis. 
Mi'jor-(li-i>rinl f. S. V.. 
I '„ilr>l .Sliiti'.y M'lHiii-ii (I'.n-i-uoi- hi tin- J'hil'lip'iiex. 



Pl!K^II>ENCV RKVOr.rTIOWliV G'l\EltS-JLF,\T OF Tui: PlI]r.IL'l>]M-.s. 

M,\r,oi,os, \i'i\'n,h,'i- /.s', /,v.'(,v. 
To Maj. Gen. E. S. Otik. 

Gfiieml ill Cliii-f of th<- Aiin'rii-ini furei-« nf (Jivi'IHiI/oii in Miinilii. 

Qeskkal: Allow me to inform you that I have received your kind letter of the 
loth instaut: begging you to piirdon the tardiiiesa with which 1 answer, because of 
my many occupations. 

I highly appreciate your desii-e to intercede for the liberty of the Spanish civil 
officials and the priests, and be assured that it well-foundpcl reasons did not exist 
in order to retain them, always attentive to the lawti of hnnianityand agreeing 
with thi' principles that regulate the relations of indejiendent states. I would not 
have given you occasion to make in their favor the petition that elevates .vou so 

In my last letter I have ailvancefl the reasons which I have convinced myself 



justifies me in considering as i)riKoner8 of war said employees and ecclesiastics. 

Nevertheless, you attempt to depreciate the force r' — - ' - '-*' — "- 

which 1 beg of you to kindly favor me by listening U 



You say in your letter that in virtue of the principles of a right well established 
the chief employees of a hostile government, as well as diplomatic agi^nts and 
those that render services of a particular importance, can be considered as pris- 
oners of war: but that you do not think mere employees can be classified in said 
category unless they are armed or in some wa^ attached to a hostile army for the 
purpose of lending their active aid. And in view of this assertion, coming from 
a person so competent, I can not do less than congratulate myself, for in tliat 
atateuieut you recognize as .iustlfled the iirincipal reiMons that 1 uphold in retain- 
ing as jirisoners the civil employees as well as the priests. 

Admitting that principle, it must be confessed that it is strictly in conformity 
with my conduct if it is adiiiittod (an undeniable fact) that the civil employees, 
as well as the regular priests (parroi'osi, not only supjiorted in an active way those 
who combated against the Filipino revolutionists, but also personally took up arni^ 
in order to fight f^ainst them. 

I have already said in my last letter that the decree of General Augustin of the 
aid of last April obliged not only the employees of the state and municipality to 
tiike up arms but also the Spaniards bom here, and that in the first epoch of the 
Filipino revolution tliey formed armed volunteer corps which, while guai-ding tlie 
towns, made ai'resto, tortnr^ the prisoners, executed defenseless citizens, or .ioined 
the regular soldiers to fight a^cainst the revolutionists. General, read carefully the 
local papers from the time the revolution began and you will see there the proof 
of what I say. The pages of said papers are indisputable evidence of the military 
services rendered by the civil employees of the Spanish Government an<l the com- 
pensation received by thpm as a premium for their services. With these anteced- 
ents is there room for tlie least argument that the Spanish civil eiuplo.yces should 
not be held as prisoners of war? 

The same, if not worse, can be said of the juiests. The latter, degiadinff their 
othce. transformed from servants of the Lord rr) feuiial lords and supported by the 
Spanish Government, were absolute masters of the lives, lands, and honor of the 
Filipinos. 

At the beginning of the revolution they did not discharge thedntiesof ministers 
of peace or preach gentleness or Christian charity, but. profaning their iJacred 
mission, they made ttiemselvi's the police of the Spanish Goveniment. false de^ 
" ' iiiocent citizens. 
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It seems incredible tliat those wiio shoiiUl i-ftise their prayera to stoj) so mncli 
ciiielty ami infamy connnittetl liy the Bpaniwh Governiueiit. those who should j(ive 
thi'iiis(!lvi'K over tn, reuinsiou and mortification anil jienance tor so wnch crime. 
wei-e jn-etisely those who took part in the affairs, and with biiue insinnatioiis. wltli 
infamons nuciiaations and ideim oE vengeant^a, increased more and more the pyre 
of tlie duad, and the defamatory charges through which wtn'e sacrificfd prefious 
and innocent Mveif and the honor of nian^ citizens. 

Again, vengeance does not move nie in treatiiijS these ecclesiastics as prisoners 
ol' war. I contoi-m to the principles of international law advanced by yonrself . 
for, apiirt from the abnsee committed by the priests, to which 1 iiave referred in 
my last letter, and the facts that I add in my present one, you are informod that 
they have taken up nrms against the revolution: as. for e.xample, the priests (ptir- 
rocos) of the town of Lipa, province of liatan^an, who made themselves leaders of 
volunteer corpK. In Manila, (iurinjf the s-iege of the town by your forces, all the 
ecclesia.stics. organised and iinil'orined. formed a part of the ninnicipa! armed 
gnaril. and all of them yon niay be sui'e have lent their directive and effective 
ci>(>i>eratii>n to the forces that fought against the Filipinos, not only maintaining 
at their e.^jjeuse anned bodies, bnt accompanying tliem in their expeditions a» 
well an inciting them to battle. 

The convents have heen the most impregnable defenses where the Spanish coiu- 
batiiuts. together with the priests, shialded themselves in order to atf ack the revo- 
lutionists, and this government preserves "luite a iintuber of muskets taken from 
the ecclesiastics. Therefore, the principle which you mention can be applied to 
them, and it follows in conseijneivce that they should he treated as juisoners of 
war— the more so if all tlieir civil attrilmtes are taken into (onsideration. There 
is reason, therefore, to class tliem in the category of chief employees or those ren- 
dering service of special iiiijiortance. 

The prin:'iples of international law sustained bythi'most noted authors were 
twken into accjiunt by me when I treated as jirisoners ol war civil employees anil 
the priests. Jiore, Martens. Blnntschii, and others, hold that all persons, though 
not torniing a part of the army, bnt who follow it to perform their paciiic func- 
tions, can be held as prisoners of war. I only exeniiit the hospital personnel, 
according to 'the Geneva convention, proviiled that they take no active part in the 
war; and the Bpauisji- American encyclopedia says; ''All those who form part of 
the enemy's forces, whether tbe^ are I'egnlar troops or militia, all those who 
accompany armies on their exiieditions, the newspaiier correspondcntK, providers, 
even the civil officials, can he made prisoners." 

Besides, retort (represalias) if a right admitted by the most cultured nations as 
a penal power to be i'xercise<l by one of the belligerents with respect to the other 
when the latter violates the rules or laws generally accepted: i)r as a sanction m 
the sense thai by it the represalia can reiiuire the enemy to fulfill his duties. 

In virtue of the rightof retort, during the war of North American hideiieudence, 
the gi'pat Washington, to avenge the shooting of an American colonel, a prisoner 
in the hands of the English, deemed iwyonil the rules of war the English Colonel 
Argyll, a i)risoner held by the Americans. Thanks to Ihe intervention of the 
Queen of France, the order was not e.iecuted. In virtue of the same n^ht, the 
(iei'man generals in the war of 1870 ordered thehonses in which their soldiers had 
Iwen treacherously attacijed to be fired and destroyed. 

]f there were then no international rules to justify the retention of the civil offi- 
cials and priests as prisoners of war, conld not we Filipinos, not even considered 
belligerents by the other nations, invoke the right of retort in order to secni'e 
measures ob]igiu{c the Spaiiiah (iovernmeiit to ^ant the liberty of many Filipinos 
{ prisoners for iwlitical reasons) and check their liavbarons methods of torturing 
and shooting the lovers of lilierty and indepenilence of their country? 

This is tfie reason why. in my last letter. I said that international law would 
have to give way liefore the just cause of a country of millions of souls, becanse 
this cause is one of humanity, civilization, and progress. 

It is far from my intention, in making this aseertlon. to show you (liftt in retain- 
ing as prisoners the persons in whore liberty yon are inteiesteil, 1 cite inter- 
national law only when attending to the desires of my people, because I have well 
demonstrated that hi taking this determination I have really been guided by those 
laws, at least when they do not greatly prejudice the welfare of my people. I 
have only wanted to say that in utany cases the principles of international law. 
generally olaerved by the most cultnred of nations, must conform to e.tisting cir- 
cumstiinces ill the interest of a people who bewail the violation of those laivs. For 
this reason it is undei-stoixl that the most civilined nations recognize the right of 
retort. Thus also, fieneral, when I tell yon that the Filipino people desire to hold 
a» prisoners the civil officials in order to obtain the release of the deported Fili- 
pinos and their priests, and in ordei' to obtain from tlie Vatican ihe nghts of the 
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PUilippitio rlfvgy. I liave not wialied ti> defend thy lupasnies iidoiited on that 
gronnd aloue. "lien othiT welMoanded principles .iustify my condnct. I have 
only wished to iudicata that at the opportune moment, nut withstanding the 
motives previously atlvanted, liherty can. be granted to these prisoners without 
the diBpleasare of the people. 

I should like to see that momeiit iirrive as soon as possible, ttt demonstrate to 
yoa my liveliest aymitathy for the fulfillment of yonr desiren, which to-day I ani 
impedeil from ineetiiiB for well-nuderstood reiisona. 

The Philippine pe()ple, who aspire to a life of liberty and iudependenue. have 
not deserved from the civilized nations, not even the United tjtutes, at least until 
the present time, the recognition of tlipir rights in their war against Wpiiin. They 
have the glnryof liiiving complied with the rules re'juired ro he observed by 
belligerent powers and notliitig can be said to the contrary. I have no doubt, 
treneral, that having given yonr noble impulses and cultured judgment and .sym- 
pathy to my country you will know how to interpret the sentimentii of this letter 
before yonr Government ami the civilized worm and to .instify my (.onduct in 
holding as prisoners of war the civil officials iind the priests. 

I close this letter, begging you to pardon the trouble tliat its perusal will causi' 

I reniiiin, your most resiMictful servant, 

TIk' lust reply, iUKi possibly llic first, "ns (lr;i\vii l)v ,Vgiiiimiilo"s 
^ittoniey-jroiici-al, a |H'i'soii ol' cxcclh-rit li.'y:al jitfjiiiiriuMitH, who is imw 

da. and "w;i>s con-^iiicr.'d uiKiii,s"fiVibl.-'~l.v tlio :\lalol<is ^invcnimetit. 
It rt-eeived iK'w.spap.M- puMic-it ion ;il Maloio.s and lu-ie in Miiiiiln. An 
aiiswcf wiis.lniflea in |.ai-l, bni ncviT .lrlivt;reii. II n-ciicd Uu- faH, 
tliat 1hc disi-ns.sioii of llic siii>i(^(-l luid I'caclu'ii proiioi'tious never eon- 
teiupbitcd; ilial I was not luilhoi'lzt-d to inten-.'de for t!i(> reloase of 
rile i.'ivil officials, and tlial my n-qncsls bad lu'en liniitod ti).jmt'sl8 or 
menibeivs of r-jlifjions oi-<ierM, and lnrt!u-r n-nuirkt'd as follt.ws: 

A reference to the c:orrespondence will show that my expressed desires ai'e 
limited Htrictly to requests of that character, and in leference to them you have 
been good enongh to inform me that ot tlie classes of persons named you hold as 
prisoners of war only the .Spanish clergy, permitting full freedom of action to all 
female members of religious institutions. 

The annoancement ot that portion of your policy which affects nuns, or women 
who are devoting their services to the int«reat of church and benevolent wocieties, 
was received with satisfaction and hai disarmed, to a certain extent, the hostile 
critics who have proclaimed that the revolutionary forces were imposing barliarous 
treatment on inhabitants in LuKon whom they retained in captivity. Appreciating 
this sentiment, I was pleased to assure one of the good ladies of the church, Dona 
Sista del Rosario of the Dominicans, who called for an expression ot my opinion 
as to whether she could make a contemplated journey to Ine province of Cagayan 
for the relief of certain nuns, that she would not experience any difficulty in so 
doing, as their movements were entirely optional with themselves and would not 
bo interfered with. 

Hetuming now to the sub.iect of my Governments request, viz. that which 
concerns priests. You are pleased to quote from my letter of November ID. not, 
however, the languf^e employed, but as understood by you, doubtless, and to 
apply it in aid of your argument for their retention. The meaning ot my language 
is very different from that which yoH believed it to convey. Jly remark referred 
strictly to civil officials, wasonly a passing brief attention given to one which your 
fonner letter contained and had nothing whatever to do witli any other class of 
individuals. I said that if. was "a well-established principle of law that the cliii-f 
officers of a hostile government, such as its diplomatic agents and tho)te who were 



of parfi'ciUur importance and use to it. became, upon capture, prisoners of \v 
not its minor officials, unless armed or attached in some ca]>a<-ity to a hostile 
army, etc. I had not then, nor have I now, thr^ impression that the priests cmld 
be classed as important civil officials of the Spanish Government, nor as minor 
civil ofUcers armed as soldiers or attached to the i^ihtnish hoKtile army warring 
against the inKurgent forces in the field. 

Formerly, as you are aware, a lawful prisoner of war was an active c<)mbatant 
secured by capture or thiough surreniliir. In these lat^r tiino< the class lia.s been 
greatly enlarged, and embraces member.^ of the sovereign family, ministei's and 
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ili|ilomatic agents of a govornuioiit. and jjerHons of importiinoe at particitlar 
inonients. tlionirli separate from the musH i.f roiiiliiitants. Thia extension ia dne 
to the Eatt that no great hfirdshipsahonlil ddw attend the lot of a ijriwonerof war. 
while hia detention may belp to defeiit the military operations of ttie enemy or 
assist thoai of the army makiuH; tiie arrewt. 

. With an army in the Held ii'irauing active hostilities, the laws of war permit 
civiJians acfompanyinfj it to lie taken and lidda-i prisoners temporarily and whil(> 
tiieir aei-vii'-efl may be of benefit to that army. The termination of lioetilities 
shonld pat an end to the period of impriKOiiment. Ho with the priests. If their 
confinement as piinoners of war was ever lawfnl. further detention can hardly be 
jnstified on the fpruund that it will assist your revolutionary government, or that 
release will injure it, iiiileHS, possibly, yon apprehend determined hostility thereto, 
maiiireetin^ itself in iljingerons demon ■jfi-atioua on the jiart of the people who may 
be ftoverned by their prenndices or spirit of revenge, for it is nnderstocd to lie tlie 
de-sire of the priests to return to Sjiain and uot linger in thes^e inlandfl lon^r thari 
is absolutely iwcessary: and it is cimceilel. I presnme. that, i-emoved fi'om the 
couutry. they will be powerless to aid Hpain in its further efforts to cru'<h wliat it 
is pleased to'denomiuaie a formidiible rebellion. The plea that you hold them to 
effect an exchange fi>r priests of Pl!iiii>i»ine nativity and to compel t-ertain recog- 
nition of principles by the Vatican at Home is not well founded. The imprisoned 
native priests were probably Ktate prisonei's when Spain held acknonTedKi.-d con- 
trol of the islands and before rebellion had raised its Iront. The pacification, loo. 
which terminated in the iigreemeut or ao-ciilled treaty of Biuc-na-liato may havi' 
set at rest all ijnestions Miising in the caKes of prisoners captured during the rel>el- 
liim of lN!]li. For an army to scizemembersof the clergy and hold them as prison- 
ei's of war for the purposes ol' effecting the release and return of certain civilians. 
placed in captivity long before thnt ai-my or the government to which it belongs 
nail an existence, must be c-onsidei'ed a novel proceediiifr. To seize Spanish citi- 
Zrf-n.'J. whatever their offenses, and hold tliem aa prisoners of war to compel certain 
action by the Vatican of Rome is most assuredly inilefenaible under any circum- 
stances. 

The war doctrine of ''retort" which you introduce in your argnnient cannot be 
applied, and you certainly do not wii-h to lie un<lerstood as contending that yon 
would be justified in shooting ii'iars. whom yon hold as prisoners of war. simply 
becauae Spanish subjects tried and convicteil under the forms of law were e.\e- 
cuted, etc. 

Aa statod, fliis hiiswcI' w.is luit served, iis I liail liceii reliniily 
iiifoniied that Aji'iiiiialdn CLUilciiililalcd, or liiul pnijiiiseil infliifiiUal 
Filipinos lo release llie iiiiiior i'i\il ollicials, hiil thai tiie leiiiper ot'' 
llif people was sneh that he t'liiild iiol Id ^o llio aii.>riilieis of the relig- 
ious oiylers held in (.'aptivity. I also liad an inipresHion that lie would 
not keep his reporlpil proiiiisc with regard Ut the Spanish otficiais, btil 
iiilended to hold IIk'hi for cei'taiit purposps, the cliiefestof whieli were 
lo secure large money I'onsidoralions and Enropean action lending to 
the recostnition of his govoriimeni. I therefore inFonned Ihe War 
Department that cfforla to obtain Ihe i-eleamtof the Spanish clergy 
were nnavailing. The eonrse whieh has since l>een pmsned by tlie 
insnrgenl antliorities lias confirmed the correelnesa of the impressions 
which wero I'eeeived at thai lime. 

The general allnsiinis made in former portions of this report (o the 
action taken by llie United Stales authorities which tlie private rights 
of oi' llie former lu'ivilegcs and obligations eii.joyed by or imjiosed 
upon the iuhabilaiits while uiidei' Spanisli adiriinislriition, do not 
show the true wignilicaiice uf thai action in many essential particularB. 

Manila is the" capital oi' torrilory having seven or eight millions of 
people. 'I'he dilfeient islands and in some instances the different 
]ii'Oviiices of the same island are dependent upon each other for the 
necessaries of life. Certain sections of the country confine their indus- 
tries lor the most jtart to the cultivation of rice, others to tobacco, or 
lo lioiiL|» or sugar, or tJie raising of live stock, and exchanging these 
prodtK'ls in a great degree for articles of consumption or otlier neces- 
saries, wliit'h are conveyed in light-draft vessels to the numerotts 
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towns find villjigt's wliielt iii'i' Mitualec! on llii' o,(Hin inilns oi' luoi-e of 
islaii'l coast. Thti iR-iiip, siijraf, and tobacco districts iinisl have licc, 
and that in Jiiiuf becomes tlie inediinn of exc,haiij;c loi- lluiir iii-oducts. 
Little money is iised or needed. The nierchaiitH of these towns and 
villages receive the i)nncii)al product of the diBlriet (in- the tnerelum- 
dise sold to the Inliabitaiit'K and liarter the pi-oduets ol' o(h<'i- districts 
for it. The gi-eat center of the island trade is Manila, ami 1 radc i« 
controlled and conducted rnastly by Eni'oi>efins — the Cliinaincn, liow- 
ever, lookinfj carefully after its retail features. Tlio elosiii^; uf the 
port of Manila, or a radical chanye in the restrictions or icfjulalinn.s 
under which this trade is carried on, would seriously affect the iuhab- 
itants of the islands, ami the business inlei-ests of the larjfe nieirhaiits 
wJio are also the exi)oi-1ers of IJie native juodiicts. 

Under present social conditions as affected by the siwcial indus- 
tries of particular sections, it is i)Ossible, by completely inleitlictinK 
inl-erisland coninieree, to reduce to s''eat individual siitTeriug the 
mass of tlic iidtahit-ants, as well as to set-ioasly iuipiiii' tln' lat-irc 
European or fm-eign busini'ss capilal which has l)cen iiivesti'd hcri' 
for eoniniercial purposes. As has bi'cu stated, I In* sin render nf 
Manila threw into the iM)sseHsion of llie riiifi'd Stales for <-i)nl.ii)l, uol 
only the municipal affairs of tlio(;ity, but lIu'i'Dininot-ce, !iic sliijijiiny;, 
and a larj;c sham of the trade revenues of the I'liilippincs, wilh 
power to modify at its picasui-c Ihc rcfrnlalions bv which that trade 
has beencoudud.-d. Theorder.sol* the Pi>csi<leiil '» isely tlii'ceicd in 
effect a continuance of late pi-evaiiin;r customs duties, with very .sli«:}it 
modi heat ion.s, ami the pulilic interests lU^maml thai reliel" should he 
extendetl to the people of the islands thi'o ugh the resumiiliou of trade. 
These modifieations, however, sliglit as they were ami unavoidable 
under the circumstances, were the sources of frrievanees on the paiL 
of individual merehants, wJiich (hey presente<I tliroiigh Hie eimsulsnf 
their governments or in person. The least ehanj^e in I Ins former I aii If 
schedule affected those who were stocked or I hose nnIhi wished to im- 
port merchandise, and gave e<nnpetitors unfiiii' advanlaiios, ^hmy 
had bought goods in Spain at high market iviles fur- llie pur|"ise of 
securing the Spanish Ira'h! jiri\ iles^es im home produel.s. and ivere 
unaWc to have deli very maile in Manila on aL-eoiinl oMhewar. They 
therefore asked to have lhelS|)iiiii.sh tra(h' privileiies cNleiided lo these 
special goods to avoid the ;j;real |)eeiijiiai\ loss which they must other- 
wise suffer. Kcpealed reiiuest.s of this <iharaeter oeeasioue<l a great 
deal of correspondence, and tin? eoiLcessioriof Sejiteiiilier l'ii was there- 
upon granted, which was to the <-!feel ilia! ail siteh iroods as niiuht be 
entered prior to Xovember I", the dale wliieh the amended larilT reyu- 
lations W(-i'e to go into ■■Ifeet, miiilil, upon due )>ri.of of facts, be 
admitted iindc^r the old Spanish .■usioins riile.'^. I'^ven this coneession 
did not meet the merchants'.lemands, ami they contended foia longer 
time in which to present their goods, hut had to be deni<'d after fruit- 
less argnnient by bo1,h i»arties in int^'iest. 

The United States had not only assumed chai-ge of the custcnns it'g- 
ulationsof the islands, butalsoof all fiscal matters. GSeneral Greene, 
and subsequently General ^VTiittiei-, was aji[)ointed to the ])osilioii of 
intendenhi general de hacienda, which was really the office of the 
colonial minister of finance, and although their duties were limited 
in orders to " the supervision of the fiscal alfalrsof the govcnimcnt 
of Manila, " they wt^re obliged to consi'ler those of a general character 
(iuite extensively, such as impoilation and internal revenue, 1'he 
colonial treasury had been surrendered, and its administration 
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iiivolvi'd (iiifslioiis of l(R'al and geiici-Jil iin|>orl. Tlie funds of lioth 
Uie city, tlic islnnil, the pwiiiiisHlaT- gov^^riiiueiil, the money deposits 
<jf ]>riv;ite iiulividimls guaranteeing fiutlifnl pei-fonnance of local and 
iither (jonli'atits wcrt' tiiei-ged iMjyoiiil possiMlity of segregation. The 
Jaws, liowc\er, cciukl not be eotisiiiered to iiiiijose obliffations upon any 
of tli('inlial)itants"f the isbmds liviiifjoutsideofteiTilovy in the right- 
ful posscSMioii of Ihe ("nited MtateK, iiowever tliey niiglit be applied to 
residents of .Manila. There wafi a dual occupation of this office of 
intendente j;<-Meiat, as Spanish officials slill considered those (Iscai 
inattoi's wliii^'li lelated l<i the business of the islands in which Manila 
was not eonci'tiic'l. To avoi<l unnecessary coin plications and also to 
simplify administ lation, the office wjis placed in temporary susjieusion 
and all iiseal mutters supervised fi-oiu the office of the military gov- 
ernor. The Imreau of internal revenue, like the customs, as soon as 
taken possession of by the I'^nited Stat-es officers, presented perplex- 
ing ([iieHlions. The soiii'ce.s of revenue and the proper administration 
of fnnils deiiendi'd u|>on numerous Hpitiiish ilei-i'ef;s cvtending over a 
long |,<;n<Ki of years. 11 received moneys ^liirir ]>elii]iged to the funds 
iif the cily, cM't'iited the .siamp laws, (lie imliisti ial tax regulations. 
and looked after the issuing of personal cedula.s to the inhabitants of 
t.lie islands, <'tt-. As siion as the office was es1ablii-he<l the residents 
of Ihe <'ity began to (euUer the perii>dical payments. The qnesfion as 
Id what eharaciev of taxes should l>e collected by the United Slates 
eanie iiji for eoiisideratiu)!. Itack la.N:e.s were paid in and refundments 
oi' cicdils on prior payments retpiested. In answer to questions sub- 
mitted by the collctor of intei'nal i-evenue, the folhuving specilic 
iti.strueli<ins wer.' given and show the nature of the difficulties 

OFFECE of THU MU.ITAKY SEeRETARV, 

M-iiiihi. r. /., Si'ph-mliei- !.>. ;.«',■■■. 
Maj. R. B. C. Bj;mi;nt, U. H. V.. 

rulli-cfm- of luivr-ial Hcr.miv. ^r,nNl(,, P. I. 

fiUi: 1 am directed by the inilitarj' governor to aclinowleilge tlie receipt oE your 
letters of September 14, with iiicltwed esbibit of cash received bv yon since the 
■JOtli ultimo. He directs me to say. iw answer to yonr ijnestion as to whether von 
hIihII refeive the railroad tax or not, that he is not convinced that the United 
States Uovernmeut has the right to collet-t it. It was a ta-t imposed by the gen- 
eral Siianish Philippine Government for services performed in tlie island of Luzon. 

The United IStatiiH have rijthtCnl occupiition of tlie city of Manilaaiid ita defenses 
only. Under the iiicvailing urmistice tlii'V have no right to impose taies for serv- 
ices [M-rfornied in any iither iwrt of the ivorld. This tux. being a provincial or 
colonial tax. makes it donbtt'al if it comes within the tasea which can be paid to 
the present anthoritles of the city of Manilii. The ypiinisb governor stationed at 
Hoilo, who has jnrisdiction over all portiims of the Pliiliptrine Islands not in the 
actual rightful possession of the United States, might be able to raise a good legal 
point slionid we accept this railroad tax. Fnrther oonsiderntion will l« given to 
the question. 

The milititry governor dii'ects me further to sav that as regards our rig;ht to 
issnetheolditersonal ceilula he is also in donbr, as he is not aware what privileges 
it conferred upon the pei-sou to whom it was Kranteil; that be has been told that 
it was in the natui'e or a passport, perfiiitting the holder to jonmey in all portions 
of the islan<l8. Such autliority the United states can not give, so that any cednla 
issued by us would not be of valne to tlie party to whom issued. It would merely 
be evidence of personal identification giving the right to remain in and travel 
alwut the city of Manila or thronch the territory over which the United States 
holds away. If he is incorrect in his impressions please inform him. 

For these and other reasons (one of which is the dislike exhibited by the inhab- 
itants to thecedula tax) he has not thought it consistent with good policy to issue 
the cod u la. 

Very respectfully, Henby C, Cabell, 

Military Secretary. 
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(.)! ricE OK TiiK Mn.nAiiV Skiret^hv. 

.l/.'/i(7rt. /'. /.,.sVi-/c,»M' -■/. w,'(,s. 
Maj. a. B. C. Brment. U. S. V.. 

Ciilhi-foi- of (-nxUiiim fiud liiltnial Reifiiiu; Miiuila, P. I. 

Sir: I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of yonr coiiimnni cation of the 
19th instant witti Inclosnres (the lucloeitreB 3 herewith return), and to state in 
reply that the only policy which can be pursued under the presont American 
administration of this city is to refuse to consider nil claims which were pending. 
treatinR them as claims against the Spanish Qovernuient, in which we are not 
interested. As a conseiinence of this policy we must, to be ctmsistent, ignore all 
debts due to the Spanish (lOvemment prior to otscnpancy, whether in the nature 
of tajces or otherwise. Wo retain all moneya and secnritieB found in the Hp:inisii 
treasury at tlie incetition of occupation as the property of the public enemy and do 
not acknowledge the validity of any liens whii^ the former suliject-s of Spain 
(whose status is at present that of S^auish citi^eus with citizenship held in abey- 
ance} may submit for requested adjnstmeut. In pursuance of that tio]i<'y the 
answer to the first imestioii sulimittetl by yon lunst be, '■ Yes: oniy received taxes 
wliich have accrued since Auynst I;'." 

The answer to the second qnestion is, " Yes: refund taxes for the imrtion of the 
(luarters prior to An^itat lit :xaA retain taxes whicli have accrued since that date." 

To the third (luestiim tJie answer is. '-No." Parties who have paid tases to the 
Spiinisb Government may iiossilily hnve a claim agiilnnt the Spanish Govemiuent. 
bat certainly not against the United States Government. Money in the treasnry 
at the time it was surrendered to the United States is public money and can not be 
returned in liijuidation of Spanish indebted nes.i, wJiatever tlie nature of that 
indebtedness. 

You will not make any refundments iuaiiy instance excei)t from money acfnnlly 
received by yon. 

To the fourth question the answer is contained in answers already made. 

The fifth query is met in the second answer. 

To be plain, the collector of internal revenue should refund only from money 
received by him. Money covered inti> the Siiauish treasury by Spanish orticials for 
whatever purpose, or from whatever source, must remain there. 

Bv command of Major-G»ineral Otis: ' 

Hesrv C. Qx^mA,. MUitoiii Hi-viftiun. 

Incjiiirics woce colli imially Iwing jn-e.wiitttl Eiinii (his de]Kn'(nicnl of 
piiljtie iiifairs, which iieccsHitfiti«'(l tlie liibor of distiovci-iiifi anil Iraiis- 
Ifttiiig a fTi'eiit iiirtiiy Spanish deereos I >y whicli the department was 
affected. Tho question of issuing the ce<liila, fi-oin whicli an annual 
revenue amounting t^o *4,000,()0(i had been received, and which was 
one of the (!hief grievances pi-esented by the Filipinos against tho 
Sitanisli Govemment because of its cost, was long considered, and wiis 
finally requested by the inhabitants, as it furnished tlie simplest iin'aiiN 
of pei-sonal identification, provided it could ho given for a money con- 
sideration not hurdcna(»nie. It was thei-cfore issued to applicants, 
numbering over GO.OOl), at a rate sufficient to pay all the c'^pciises 
connected with the issuing of the same. It was (;agei-Iy soiifjhl hy ! lu' 
people and was a soui-co of great satisfaction. This di^i)artiucnt, too, 
was so closely eonneel.ed with the administration of strictly municipal 
afl'airs (since it colleotcd a ronsidorabie share of Ihe city revenue) a.'- 
to ijresentr complications. The city ii'venuo ctinie fioni more than 
twenty diffei-ent sources, including urban tn.vi's collected at the ollicc 
of internal revenue, 10 per cent of tho aniounls collected for port, 
harbor, and light dues, etc. 

irntill8!J4thoniuiiicipality,sti'ictIyspcaking,Ci>nsist«'d of tho walled 
town, and w!iN then extended to embrace the adjacent snTTOtindiiig 
villages, such as Krmita, Malate, IJinondo, and others, which had pro- 
viously iM'en granted a certain abridged independent eontiul of its 
public affaiiw. The royal decree <)f January, ]8!i-l, under whicli lliis 
change was brought alHuit, protended U> recognize t^o a ceiliain cx1<'nl 
tho claniiTsli or tribal, oi' ratlior family, hereditary customs which 
enter into the public affairs of all Filipino village (communities, hnl 
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liiul litLlewfMght in t.iie fonnation ()f tlie new jtovcniinent. 'J'heeiitii'e 
eity was divided into eleven districts, and a eon sidei 'able number of 
tin- cily offlnors ivBi-e made elective iindei' Btrinfjent Imllot regulations. 

Tlie Governoi'-<Tenei'al, liowever, appuintcd to tlie nu>st responsible 
positions, and had tht; jKiwer of a)isi>liito vet«,«U!iU actiims of the 
inunicipai (louncil, so that in fiict tUn city I'onlinned to be, Ji« for- 
merly, under (inasi-inilitary a<liiiini.striilion. Slioiild llie prescribed 
SOtirees of i-evenue fail to fiiriiish Ihc necessary public fiintls, tlie 
council niijiiit seek otlicrs from wjiicli lo dmw, and upon approval of 
its rc'conirncndationB by tliy Govci'iior-Gencral that ccitahi new fea- 
tures of tjixation be introdticf-d, they were at once applied. A i-ees- 
tal)lislinicnt. of this so-called city fioverninent by the United States 
was an inii)ossibility, even if the spiilt of the inhabitants had made it 
prudent. Tliei-efore complete control of not only t !ie [xdice of the city, 
but of all its municipal alfair-s was entrufiled to the pi-ovost-marshal- 
general. He was directed to deposit in the general treasiir^-, as was 
also the officer of internal revenue, all funds leceived from any source 
whatsoever aii<l to draw on the public treasmy for moneys to cover 
the necessary city exi>cnditui'es. The accompanying reports of the 
pi-ovost-niarslial-ycncral and the collector of internal revenue explain 
the constitution and woi'kiiifrs of these respective departments. 

'I'lie subject of (.'liinese immigration had to be considered veiy soon 
aflei' occupatiim. .Many of this class of inhabitants had retired to 
Cliiiia diirinir the thi'ee years of political afjitat ion which had preceded 
the suM-endcr of Manila. Now, when the United States took possession 
and a m<ire stable fiovcrnmeni was pi-edicted, they sought to retiini. 
l-arirc numbers, too, who had never resided in the I'hilippines endeav- 
ored to enter, in order to take a<lvantage of the reviving trade facilities 
anticipated. Xotwithstanding the nmny thousfinda who had perma- 
nently settled in the islands, who, as i-esidents, wei'e conducting lai^e 
business entcrprist^s, agi-eatshareof the retail trade in the lai'ger cities, 
the minor c.vchanges in mei-chandiso carried on between the outlying 
towns and villages, and who were extensively employed to perform the 
niori! arduous and exhausting kindsof manual lalwr; notwithstanding 
the very marked stiain of Ohinesi' blood noticeable in a fair proportion 
of the nati\c inhabitants, Bhowing considerable consanguineous rela- 
tionsiiips, the old hei-editary race prejudice was still active and contin- 
ually manifest<'d itself in illegal and oftentimes bloody demonstratidns. 

Tlu' Filijiino is by nature an agriculturist; the Chinaman a trader 
not biirilened by a troublesome conscience when seeking the profits of 
traffic. The former is more or less indolent in normal conditions. 
1'he latter is over on the alert, for !n<lividnal pecuniary gain, is moi-e 
than a nnrtch for tlie Filipino when any business relationship is estab- 
lished between them and is apt U} pay for the advantages he acquires 
by sulisequcnt robljery and oftentimes mui-der. I*nrsuing his avoca- 
tion thi'ough the country, as an insignificant trader catrying his pack 
of goods, he is consideivd by the more unruly classes of Filipinos 
as a desirable object for sequestration and often disappears forever 
by some means unknown to relatives and friends. Still, he persist- 
ently confnmts all these X)ei'sonal dangers, obedient to his mastering 
desire to acquire money. Under Spanish iiile the Chinese residents 
controlled the opium trade, secured tho gi-eater share of the profits 
from legalized gambling which was extensively prasecuted through- 
out the islands, were the winners in lawful raffling, and were close 
seconds to the Filipinos in the business enterprises attending the 
licensed occupation of eockiighting. 
w 3 
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Not only wan tliU active raco eumitj- and the uiifdrlimatt" existing 
conditions which were mofe or less its consequeiR-es giving t)*mil>le, 
bill the Chiiiainen t-]ieiii«eh"ea were divide*! into warring t'action.s. I!y 
the larger faction the acting Chinese coiisnl was nccuseil of Uikinj;' 
advantage of his consnlav ijoners by exacting i)ayineit1s of nioiK'.\- for 
his individual profit. The consul thereupon tisko<l ]ierniiHsii)ii to dis- 
cipline his refractory countrymen and to deport in liis discrct ion 1 Jtose 
whom he might discover to belong to the criminal ciasse^. 

Aft-er due consictcnvtion of the perplexing ([iiestions wJiich presoiil cd 
themselves niHui the opening of tho port, of ^lani]a in tlils oiiiWcr of 
Chinese immigration, tho conclusion wins reached that IIjo applicMlion 
of the United Mtates slatntos ctmti-ollinf!: «nch iinniigration t<i Vnilcd 
States territory furnished the best sointion, and therefore witliin the 
month sueceedinj^' our wcuiKvlion tlie following instructions were 
issued : 

The laws of the United States, which proliibit the enti'ance of Chinese, will be 
enforced here. 

The exceptions are: 

Chinese laborers, skilled or unskilled, formerly resident in Manila and tempo- 
rarily absent therefrom, will be allowed to return upon proper proof of suc-ii pre- 
vious residence, which maybe made by presentation of a Spanish cedula or certifi- 
cate of the American L'onsul, of the port from which the returning Chinese have 
saile<1. 

The closest scnitiny of suchcedulas and certificates isen.ioined. and in donbttnl 
cases the collector of this ]>ori will reiiuire them to be supported by additional 
proof, and no Chinaman, of whatever nationality, will be permitted by him to land 
except upon conclusive proof of previous residence. 

There will be exempted from theabovei-estrictionsthepartiesnaireil in articled 
of the convention between the United States of America and the Empire of China, 
published in tjupplement to the Revised Statutes of the United States, volume '2. 
pajtes 15S-7,towit; OhineBeofBdals, teacher b, students, merchants, or travelere for 
curiositj' or pleaMire. The coming of these clat^ees of Chinese will lie i>ermiited 
upon the prodnctJon of a certificate from their Government or the government 
where IJiey last resided, vised by the diplomatic or consular representative of the 
United States in the country or port whence they dejiart. supplemented by such 
further proof aK is required in section fiof an act of Congiess, approved July ."j. IHM4. 

All Chinese entering this port shall register at the office of the Chinese consul 
or consular agent. 

It is also directed that the following regulations shall govern the retui'n to this 
port of Chinese laborers, skilled or unskilled, residents or Manila, who leiive this 
port after this date. 

Every such Chinese laboi-er will, Ijefore his departure from this port, report to 
the collector of customs or his deputy, who will enter in a registry, to be kept for 
that purpose, the name of such laborer, his age. occupation, physical marks or 
peculiarities, and such other facts as may be deemed necessary for the purpose of 
Identification. 

Said collector or his deputy will furnish to every such dHpartingChineselalTOrer 
a certificate to be signed by said collector or his deputy, which certificate shall set 
forth all the facts shown by the registry book above mentioned, corresponding 
with said registry in all particulars. 

The certificate herein provided for shall entitle such Chinese laborer to whom 
the same is issued to return and reenter this port upon producing and delivering 
the same to the collector of customs of said i>OTt, and said certificate shall l>e tlie 
only evidence permissible to establish his right to reenti'y. bnt said certificate 
maybe controverted and the facts therein disproved by the United States authori- 
ties. Upon delivering such certificate by such Chinese laborer to the collector of 
customs at the time of reentry into this port said collector shall cause the same 
to be filed in the custom-house and duly canceled. 

These instructions are still practiced substiintially — the imly modi- 
fications made conHisting in methods of ui)pIicatrion— and the oi-dorn 
which have been issued by the War Department since i heir date have 
confirmed them. The action taken by the United States and Chinese 
governments in changing the consular I'epresentative of the latter has 
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resulted in ciiiici ins very materially Ihe eompltiints of the resident 
Chinese against each oilier, althoiigh an oecasioiial one is submitted. 
The conditions of those residents and tlieii- evident interesi in a stable 
ffovei-nnieut to enable Ihein to practice their natnial trading propen- 
sities, also the ntt«r absen<re of any patriotie sentiment by nhieh they 
eould jwssilily lie an!niate<l, renders the conduct of many o£ them 
anomalous. Within our military lines they are ardent friends of the 
Americans, and, lieyond, a good many are apparently active insur- 
yeTits. They fill siiboitliiiate iwsitiojiH in the insiirgenl army, and one 
of tlic ablest insiirgcnl fToneral officers is a Chinaman, but Ijim chief 
(X^cnpatiun a|»|>cars lo be to look carefully after the finanecs within 
the territory of his s|ih<'re of action. They have performed a jireat 
deal of I he vast amoinit of luaniial labor expended in the const ruction 
of the iusiiri;oiit intrcncbineiifs which are i-nenniitcred by (nir army 
wlicrcver it is called uj)oii 1o uiicrato. but under iitipresKmeiTt, doubt- 
less, as they seize every oppiirlunity to escape insurjrent domination, 
pi-ovidod they are not res1raini'<l by Iheir individual pi'opei-ty interests. 
Allusion is made in a foi-uKT poition of this report to IhedilReulfies 
eneount^i'ed in riHistablisliiujr .satisfactory <-ivil tribunals. It is there 
asserted that '"the civil cuuri justices vacated I heir posit ions and {;rad- 
ually8aileill'niS|Mii)i willnml giving noticeof lheirinlentiontode]>art." 
Uefore Ihis !i;i|i]»'oed ibcre had been a few intei-esting incidents con- 
nected with the o|)etiin^ oT tbe courts bv the S]ianisli judges withoiit 
previous eousiMlali.m will, tlie miiitarv aulhortlics. wliich excited the 
iohabilanis of llie i'ilv. who siibniitte.f stroin; prolcsls. Tlie provost- 
marsbal-seueral tlierefore was dir.-ted to close the minor eivil tri- 
bunals and the court of the iii'si instance — a court with jurisdiction 
eoexteusive with the territorial limits of a i»roviuce. There was also 
in session the court oT the audicncia, or the siipi'cme court of the 
islands, having api)eliaU' jurisdietimi exclusively. The chief .justice, 
whose court was eni]>owored by Spanish decree to sil in the city of 
Manila only, claimed the riy:lit to iiold court and to at least admiiiiister 
upon canes aflFeeting iuliabilauls noi resident in the city, independent 
of Tnitcd States authority, aad also argued its righi to determine 
casi's, boMi civil and criminal, wliicli were pending on a]ipeal prior to 
United Slates (.ccni>atioii. In siibiiiiltiug his request or demand, he 
asked for a persoiuil iulerview, anil I lie following reply was J'etnrned: 

Offici" of the Military Govehsoe, 

Mdiiilii, F. I., September -;■>, ISfS. 
Hon. Servando F. Victiuoa. 

Chief Jii^tier of the Sxpirmc Cniirt of Ih" Pliillppines. 

Sui: I havi' tlie honor to nckuowleilge tlie receipt of your coram nni cation of tlie 
2lBt instiiiit. a translation of which is now before me. Replyinjj thereto. 1 heg 
to inform your honor that so mnch of your cominanit-ation as is devoted to the 
discnssion of the question of continuance under military government, such as lias 
been estnblished in the city of Miinila by the United States, of the local courts of 
the country and of the (^iviI laws (municipal }, has received the consideration which 
its importance merits, and to say further that the views expressed by you in the 
main have lay concurrence. 

But while ]t ia true, as pointed out by your honor, that under the conditions 
not«d the generally accepted rnle under international law is that all civil lawcon- 
tiuues to titlte its usual course in places and territory under military government, 
and ia nsnally administered by the ordinary tribunals snlistantially as before the 
establishment of the military government; it is likewise true, and I am sure wiJl 
be admitted by your honor, that these laws continue in force and the local courts 
continue in the exercise of their .iurisdiction only with the sanction of the occupy- 
ing liellijferent, which may. for cause deemed sofficient by it, suspend the same or 
wholly supersede them. Upon the establishment of military government at this 
place, it was decreed by my predecessor that '-municipal laws (the term 'munici- 



,y Google 



36 KEPORT OF MAJOK-GENEHAL OTIS. 

pal laws ' being used in its broader seuse and in contrailisti Motion to the tirm ■ inter- 
natioual law'), such as affect private rights of peraotis and property, regulate 
local institntions. irad provide for the puniBhmeut of crime, shall l>e considered aa 
continuing In force eo far as comimtible with the purposes of military goversment. 
and that they be atlministei'ed through the ordiniiry tribunals siibatantially as 
before occupation, but by officers appointed by the government of occupation," 
(See paragraph 3 of proclamation dated August 14, lytM.) 

The effect of this proviaion was to ans]iend operation of your court, and other 
courts of subordinate jurisdiction sittinK at -Manila, until reorganiKed in accord- 
ance with its requirements, and it is not understiKHl how this unequivocal language 
could be niiannilerBtood. 

I am informed that the provision of the proclamation above quoted was inserted 
after mature deliberation, and that there was understood to exist a necessity for 
the restriction plained upon the exercise of jurisdiction by your honor's court, and 
by the subordinate courts heretofore referred to, in the then conilition of the 
public mind toward these tribunals. 

Whether it is now necessary to continue the restrictions heretofore placed upon 
the operations of the courts named is a (luestion which I have at present under 
consideration. The assurance contained in your letter to the effect that the 
supreme court presided over by yon and the sub(>rdiuitte courts "considered 
themselves obliged to cooperate with their continual functions to the better real- 
ization of a service which the army of occupation of your excellency's command 
took charge of," is a most important consideration in relieving me of such doubts 
as have arisen, I am very desirous that the judiciary shall resume its customaiy 
jurisdiction, provided that adequate assurance can be had that the exercise of 
such jurisdiction shall not in any way tend to defeat or obstruct the operations 
of the established government and will not result In a widespread discontent and 
dissatisfaction among the great majority of the people subject to the military gov- 
ernment, thereby creatins^ gi'eater difficulties and hardships than those pointed 
out in your communication, and which it is your desire as well as my own to 
mitigate. 

I beg to assure you that the questions raised by you shall have niy earnest atten- 
tion, and to the end that a complete understandingmay be brought about and the 
purpose we both have in view may be advanced as rapidly as possible. I shall be 
pleased to appoint an interview with you in my office when informed of the time 
that will be most convenient for your honor to respond to such an invitation. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E, S. Otw, 
Mnior-Oeneral, U.S. V., Militarj/ (hnx'fimr. 

Several lioufercnces followed, also interviews with leading [''iliiiino 
lawyer.s, aiKl tlie t'esiiifcwas tli(i oi'det' of OfitrOber 7, at;t out in a foi-iiiei' 
portion of this rciport-, by wliicli the eoiirts wert' ixjrniittcil to resume 
the exercise of all civil jurisdiction conferred by Spanish laws, Ixit 
not criminal jurisdiction of any natui-e. Tlie pei'mittwl use of these 
abridged functions was not satisfactory to the Spani-ili judges, and 
their courts were gradually closed, deprivinj? citizens of t^einporai-y 
legal process in their business tmnsactious, which in a few instances 
was desired, except in so far as they obtained remedy thi-oiigh the 
military governor's office. 

All citizens chaifjed with crimes and misdemeanoi's wei'e in the 
meantime brought before military commissions and provost eourt-s, 
which wera occasionally instructed, in oi-der that they might meet 
varying conditions as occasion deman<led. These military tribunals 
have worked very satisfjictorily and lutve been acceptable to the iniiab- 
Itants because of conee<led just iwiministi-ation and celerity of action. 
Even now since the reestablishuient of the civil courts they transact 
a large amount of business, as civil jurisdiction does " not extend to 
and include crimes and offenses committed by citizens of or persons 
sojourning within the Philippine Islands, which are prejudicial ti) 
military a^l ministration and discipline, except by authority siiecially 
conferred by the military governor." 

The surrendered Spanish treasuiy, in which the deposit safes and 
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vaults ha<f hcfn carefiiily exiiinineti and contents correctly invento- 
ried by a boaitl of officers appt'inteil for that pinijose, the members of 
wliieli retiiiiie<l thereto all former contents and securely sealed the 
same to await the detenni nation of llie (piestion of rightful i>ossessioii 
of contents, j(ave a ^ood deal of annoyance on account of the numer- 
ous applications of private individuals for the return to them of 
money, bonds, m' other securities which they had deposited volunta- 
rily as investments or in exehanjie for Spanish bonds never received, 
or to jtuarantet' tins siieciflc performance of contracts which they had 
entei'cd into with the city and provisional governments. The treasurj' 
books showed nianj- special individual deposits in money and many 
special deposits of bonds, some of which were properly designated 
when placed in the Spanish vaults, so that ownership could be readily 
determined. The money which individuals claimed that they had 
deposited, if received and retained, had been merged into the general 
fund, and together wiih Ihe claimed bonds would have exceeded in 
amoiiiili iirobably all the money and paper securities which the treas- 
ury coiilaincd. The c o n'cs pond ei ice between these individuals and 
the inilitjuy authorities was voluminous. The conclusions reached 
are shown in the following communications: 

Ofi-ice U. S. MiLiT.vHY Governor in the Philutine Islands, 

Manila, !'. [., OcMicr G, lUi'S. 
JMr. Jose i>e Gurexa, 

Atti.vm'if fw Dv. FntiH-ixca Siiine, Maiiihx, P. I. 

Sill: TliB military governor directs me to acknowledg-e the i-eceipt of your com- 
iimnication of a few days since Iwliicli is apparently without diite). in which you 
reijnest the return to your client of certain moneys deposited by biiii in the 
Spatiifh treasury at Manila, etc., whii'h were to lie lielil in trust by the Si>ani8h 
Government as security for the siieciti',' performance of rertain conti'iicts which 
he hatl entered into with tlie (xfivernitient of that conntry, 

111 reply. I am directed to return the oopiee of contracts subniitted by you and 
to state that yonr client appaarB to have a claim agaiuat the Spanish Government 
for moneys depositeil, but none against the Govenimi'iit of tUe United States. 

All funds wuiuh came into the possession of the United States npon tlie sur- 
render of the city of Manila and its defenses on August IS last, were surrendered 
Hs public funds, and were turned over to the United States under articles of capit- 
nlafiou re(iniring that "all funds in the Spanish treasnrs' and all public funds 
shall be turned oviT to the anthorities of the United Stales." As you are evidently 
aware, there is no reiiuiremeut of international law to the effect that funds, the 
title of which is vested in the United States by captnre. shall be distributed among 
such persons iis have pwnniary claims ajtaiiist the country from which the funds 
were captnreil. The contracts made by ruid between your client and the Spanish 
Glovernment evidently rest in suspensioii by reason of "the act of the public 
enemy," and may he revived in full force uptin the cessation of United States mili- 
tary occupation and return of the tarritorj'oocupied to Spain, The military gov- 
ennnent holds iis a lejjal jn'oposition that a Spanish subject (with ciiizenship in 
temp()riiry alieyance) can not have, either in aiuity or law. a lien upon moneys 
surrendered by tlie Spanish Giivcrnmeut us its public funds. They came into the 
possession of the United States wliolly uuiiicumberecl and title i)aased to my Gov- 

lent with iiossession. 

Very resiwctfnlly, Heskv C. C.uikj.l, 



Officr U. S. Militauy Gove 

Manila. P. I., Septcml'ci- HI, 'SOD. 
Messrs. R. Aknlt,e & Co., 

4'l Miitinllaiiex ntnvt, Manila. 
Gknti.emes: In reply to your communication of the !)th instant, the military 
governor directs me to state that investigation shows thaf the bonds you mention 
in the communication are in tlie possession of the present custodian ol; the Spanish 
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public funds, anil that they can not be delivered at the present time for the follow- 
ing reasons, viz: 

That they concern a contract entered into by Spanish authorities .tnd a subject 
of Spain: that all obligations of such a. nature, and all rights under them, are sus- 
pended during the esistenceof war hetwean the dominion of Sfiftinand the United 
states Government, and remain in suspension nntil the tinul declaration of peace 
between those two countries. 

That the militaiT government of the United States established in Manila is not 
under any obligations to recognize in imy way f(irinerly existing regulations 
between Spain and its subjects, whether arising under contract or otherwise. 

Thcit it IS not the duty of that government, and it might be said its right, to 
attempt to adjust claims of such a character. They remain in abeyance, and ai'© 
revived npon Ihe declaration of peace. 

Very respectfully, yours, Henry C, Cabell, 

Militury Secretary. 

Ill answer to iiiOiviiTiiiil roqufHts for Utc. i-otiii-ii oC voliiid iiry biitul 
tleposits, wliidi fioiikl tio itlt.'n1i(i«cl itinl owtK'iwliip cstiiblislietl Ity 
jiiarks ami desiyiialioiis accdiiiimiiyiit^ tliesc spet-ijil <1c|)ij.sl1.s, appli- 
eaiits were infonned tiuil tlioy must await the iiii.s('iiliiijr of tin' Hiil'cs, 
wliidi eoiiltl n(»t be clone nntil Binne wottlonient cif Americiiii ami 
Si)ani8h interests wlionld Iif uiTivod at. The result lias been ilun ihe 
uiouey deposits iii('rj,''('il info tlie ^ciii'ral fund liave mil been m-ot^- 
nizeil as creatinu- any ol>lipitioM aji'aiust fhi' ITiiili-i] Stalo^ Coxcrii- 
nieiit, wliioh rec-civc<l ihis eaiii'e fiLiid as l.bo pnl.iic uioiicy ol' .Spain; 
tliat llie re(;"gni/f(l special deposils liave beni reliii-ned U> iUi- \m\\- 
vidual owners, andcr the supervision nl" the ("ailed Stales and Spaiiisli 
Ijoanls of liqnidatioii, whieli were appoialeil several itionllis situ-e lo 
settle the resi)ective interests of tliose l4uverHineiil.-j uiidor the pro- 
visions of the lato Paris treaty. 

There was anotlLer class of eases wlijcii for a brief p"['i'v,i e<i!islanllv 
obtruded tlieniselves and "liieli ii,vi.Ive<l louH'M'onliniH'd study and 
careful coiisidei'aliou. Tliev ai-ose uihhl the apiilii-atinas of individ- 
uals for t lie retard t<} tiieni of tlieir estates eiMltari^oed l)\- Ihe S|'aiiish 
authorities durinj,' Die iveeat rebellion. The estates of laauy Fili- 
pinos who were eliari^eil wi|]i treas<ja were l;tki'n posses'iion of ami 
adiniuislere.1 upon bv Span^.b odieials. Aflerllie I'nilid Sl;iles lia.l 
taken Manila, present and r.-turtiintr residents wliu had sneered from 
this cause sousihl the resioralion of tlieir jiroperties. The ease of 
the Corti's l-'ilipiiio fainilv, wIucIl laid taken refuije in Il.aiLckoii,!;. was 
pushed for detenninatioaberui,.1br:\raiiiIainiiitarvaulhoriii,.H Hit hall 
the vi^'or of deiiioust ration ol' wldeli tlie incinbers of that raniiiv and 
the United State's eonsiils at lloiiirkon-- and Manila were ea]>able. 
These eiubat-oes alfec-ted individual real |iroperties, a portion of 
whicli niij;lii be situated in III.' eil\-, apart in some nlbe:- loeaiity 
under Spaiiisli duniination, an.! sneii was the eondifion of Ih.- Cortes 
estate. A eonelnsiiai was lipially reaelied on llie facts pres(aited and 
rendered in the folhiwiii'f e,\presseii opinion, of date Nove[nl>er -J^t: 

That the present Uniteil St;it«s military occnpation of a i>ortion of the Philip- 
pine Islands, under and by virtne of the aiiniatice existing between the (iovern- 
menta of the United States and Spain, is of a temporai-y character and does not 
place upon the former any obligations to redress or even inquire into allegeil 
grievances imposed by the latter while dominant here upon its subjects, especially 
if such alienations are submitted toy those snbjects and concern only their indi- 
vidual property rights: that the United States, under its temiHwary occnpancy 
and the conditions which prevail, would not be justified in setting aside the laws 
of Spain and the decisions of its courts when individnal property rights are aloue 
concerned, not even in matters arising under its war decrees promulgated for the 
correction, or the punishment it may be, of its refractory subjects participating 
in a formidable rebellion with intention to destroy its sovereign power: that the 
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relief aslietl for by the petitioners is civil in its nature and should be souKht in 
tlie civU courts of the <;on(inei-ed, which have been continued and are permitted 
to exercise their formerly conferred civil jurisdiction in al! matters not involving 
arrests of persons and cruniual {nrosecution, and therefore the case does not coH' 
cem the military administration, specially constituted for other purposes; that 
the case involves a question of United States revenae, since the petitioners de- 
mand a return to them as Spanish subjects of the public projwrty of Spain as 
aeclared by its authorities to which the United States has sncceeded and which it 
has thelesal riftlit to receive and enjoy, for I ascertain by reference ti> the Span- 
ish military code that the effect of the declared embargo of the property of the 
petitioners and the proceedings taken under it was to vest the uses and profits of 
the embargoed estates in the Spanish Government while the embargo continued — 
title to the sauie remaining in the individual owners from whom possession was 

The active continuance of the emliarffo was miide to depend upon pardon or the 
result of trial by the Spanish courts upon the charge of ti-eaeon. rebellion, or 
sedition, confiscation attieniling conviction and sentence and restoration follow- 
ing aciiuittal. During the eMstence of the emliargo the real property affected 
was appari'iitly held m trnst bj' the Spanish Goveruiiient for its sole use and 
benefit, with remainder vesteil in parties formerly holding the unqualified fee, 
and dependent u]iou a contingency iuvoh-lng due conviction of the crime of dis- 
loyalty to that government. These conclusions are supported by explanatory 
provisions contained in a deore;' issued by the governor-general on January IW, 
ISi'T, wherein it was declared that in the case '-of an absent culjirit presenting 
himself and being acquitted by the court, he will only have a nwiht to claim a 
return of tht' property not alienated and to the rents and profits which have not 
been applied." Finally, it is coneluded that the United States Government Aur- 
in^r its occnpancv underita tmcewith Spain, which provides only for a temporary 
cessation of hostilities, would be recreant to its trust should it knowingly divert, 
without just cause arising under the laws of war. proiierties the uses of which 
would again inure to the dominion of Spain upon a return of Spanish sovereignty. 
Declared permanent posii'ssion by the United States would modify conditions and 
present tht- entire question in a different aspect, for Then the rights of all con- 
cerneil, whether dei>endeiitniTOn treaty obligations or otherwise, would be defined 
or l>ecome easy of interpretation. 

It wji.s tlicivfriri' unicrcd lliat Ihf pi-dviist-niai'shal-iri'iieral seize all 
fiimis .>l" tlie Vm-tcy. esl.-ile on .l.'iii.sit in tlie loeul hnnks, liike forcible 
pitssci^sioii ,if iill tlK- iTiil |ir(i|>erlies beioii'rid^Mo tliat estate wliic-li 
wei'i' siliiafed in (be city of :\l;iiiLln, kjhI adiniiiister f lie same for the 
Tise;iiHl iK'iLclit (if tlie riiiU'ii Strili's Uovci-inin-iit, Tiifse eoiielusions 
an-iv.vl al,whieliiv,'iv fiilh- jiisiilir.! by the faels. eiialile.l the United 
Stafes am Illicit ies I o lakelciial iiiissessiou, Iciiii.uravilv al least, of not 
oiilv I lie rcallvlMil also Ihe persoiiallv uf llie .-slate whieli Spain held, 
and wliidi l.:-i..iiued lo Ifie pnhlie i.rojxTf i<-,s sit,- ],ad pn.iiiise.l to siir- 
read.-r under the arlieles of eapiliilalii.n. Tlie provosl-iiiarshal-sen- 
<'ra! look possession .if Ihe estalc as direeled. aeeonnli'd for the 
proceeds iv.-eived whllo he held ]i.isscssion, ami finally, under the 
iiislriiflioiis<if Ihe War l)epai-tni<'ii1, turned estate, with all proceeds, 
ovei' lo Itie owners. This ease seryed as a preoedeiil for fiituiv pro- 
Cfi'diriiis upon (lUcsthniM of einhariio, altliougli in cases of niiiKsr 
iiiiporlaiiee eniliai'H'oed properly was at once turned over lo the ehiim- 
anl upon due proof of riglit lo receive it. 

Until Ocfwljer 14 tlie United Slates troops in the Tliilippines 
remained stationed at Jlaidla and t'avile.as proyided iiMieneral Mer- 
lin's ordei's of Aufiiust '2:i, with very sli^dit «xee])lionH, 3 [a.j or- General 
Anderson iTtaining supervision of Ihe; distriot of Cavite and Jla.joi-- 
tleneral MacArthiir of the tit>ops stationed in Jlanila, the three 
organ iziitions ooniposing the pruA'ost gtiaitl continuing, however, 
under the control of Brigadier-General Hujjhes. 

They wei-o most bountifully supplied with subsistence and medi- 
cines, but light clothing suited to the climate and facilities necessary 
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for occiipyiug and messing in biiiT.ick.s were needed. Tlicso were 
soon obUiined iliioiifili coiiti'act and pui'cliase f i-om flie inet'eliants of 
Honfjjkoiig and Manila and hy shipment from tlio United States. The 
troojis received tactical instruclioiia daily, bnt the weatlier was too 
hot for mneh physical exertion, and time hung heavily iiiron Ihftm. 
They entertained tlio inn)i'eaaion tliat the Sj>anisli war had tenni- 
nated, anil the volunteers appeawd to believe that they should be 
reealled to tlie I'nlted States at once and regular ti-oopa sent ont to 
perform the monotonous garrison duties which M'ere about to follow 
the victory of Mnnila. Many became ill from too free indulRcnee in 
the fruits and iiianufactuied drinks of tlie countrj', and indifference 
to that care and attention of pei-son which a tropical climate makes 
necessary. Homesickness alone proilnced illness in nuuici'Oiis cases, 
so that early in September tlie hospitals l>egaii to be rapidly filled. 
This led to the adoption of judicious precautionary measures. 
Aguinahlo was faitlifully executiii}p his agreement made with Gen- 
eral JfeiTitt witli regai-d lo water privileges and the city waterworks, 
which was to permit us to use the pumping station situated 8 miles 
from the walled cityjpi-ovided we would pay the men of his selection 
for running it and defray all the neeessary expenditures, Tliis we 
were faithfully doing, but the water secured was not of desired (ina!- 
ity and Iwiling and distilling wei-c resorted to. Circular instructions 
prepared by tJie iledical Department, waining men of the results of 
injudicious action, were iKsued from headquarters, and all Manilaiy 
measures possible were adopted. 

The sick rate, however, increased. On Septcudu-r 4 one imndi'cd 
and thirteen sick soidiei's were sliipped to the L'niled Stales, as iheir 
restoration to health in this elinuite was extremely improbable, and 
more followed. The peivent of sickness to numerical strength in 
some organizations rose to -0, and in two or three organizaiions lo .'10, 
while in olhers it did no1 exceed 'i or ^. although the Itiltor were no 
better housed nor pi-ovidrnl for than the ftiniu^r; but (lie men of Iho 
latter were, without doulit.. I>etlei' supervised and watclu'd over by 
their officers and were mejisunibly contented with eoiidilions, As 
long as J he practice of stitiding sick men home i-onliniicd I here was no 
improvement in the sick rale, bnt as soon as the ronviiU'sci-nl, hospital 
was esfriibli-shed on Corregidor Island (an is!;iiid ;ir tin* entrance of 
Manila Bay) and the sick sent (here f()r trealiiient a m.ti'kvd change 
for the better was apparent. In Noveiidiei' imi>i'ov<>ment wa.s notice- 
able, and in January the health of this army would eoitipare favorably 
with those of any concentrated army of like projinrtions in exist-enee. 
To be sure the men hiul become by tlii.s limo fairly acclimatized, and 
new troops arriving h(ire will be obliged to pass throtigh this period of 
acclimatization before they b«sc(»me pi-oiierly ofiicient for in'<»longed 
service in the flelil. 

During my first weeks of duly here 1 was imprcssy'd with the spirit 
of suspicion and the partially concealed iinfriciLdly recliTis; iiKinilVslcd 
by the Tagalos toward the Amoriean forces. 'I'lml. they eillier liad 
very little confidence in-our pi'omi.s(^s or were llicn forriLiiig con- 
clusions to oppose any establishment of United Stales antiioi'iiy in 
Luzon was apparent, however loudly they might disclaim hoMt i li' iiitcnt 
or declare as an excuse for their atiitude fear of the reluiu <if S|>;iiii. 
I saw, however, with satisfaction, their ablest men by educat ion and 
mental equipment taking part in their authorative deliberations, and 
I had considerable confidence in the elli«iey of theii' suggestions and 
advice. Still, aft<,'r carefully weighing conditions, I was unable to 



,y Google 



REPORT OF MAJOR-GEKERAL OTlf?. 41 

arrive ill Hiiy sdtisfaol.iny eoiielnsioiis. T(»ai'alil<; received on Scptem- 
1)01- Hi, I replied on the iioxt day as follows; 
An.iUTA.vr-UEMiitAL Ahjiy, Waehingion : 

Kefurrmg to tL'legrani yesttrday, now tliiEk prudence dir'tiites increased force — 
this aftiT (lelilienttioii on situation appearing to-daj- and possible di'velopments. 
Fiine sal3ieii;]it Air proseni: piirpoves, Imt cuntiugi^ncies intt.v arise dittii-uU to meet. 
I'artiuH plotting; cimstaiitly to convoy erroneous iiuiircssicms and excite liisnrgeiits. 
Deiiinnde of city KU^oriimeiit and sic-k list draw lieavily on armed organ i/Htl one. 
Ad additional o.OOi) men could lie naed to Kuppiv losses and give greater cunfldi'iiee. 
Jiattiilioiis of Eiglitefulli and Twont.v-lliird Infantry, still in San Frauiisto, sliould 

Measures were being applied eoDstaiitly to improve tbe sanitary con- 
dition of tlie city, to iucrease the efiBciency of tbe troops, and to meet 
any emergency wbicli uiiglit develop from an uprisiug of the inhab- 
itants, or from hasty aetioii by auy portion of our or the insurgent 
forces, which, though malutiiiniiig amicable intercourse, were, in fact, 
io an attitude of resistance and Iiostility upon all questions involyiiig 
tlie right of armed occupation of tbe suburbs and defences of Manila. 
The iusurgent soldiers liad looted extensively the jmrtions of tbe city 
to wliicii tbey gained access, and wei-e greatly dissippointed that this 
privilege over other parts of the same was uot accorded tbeiu. Tbeir 
enforced withdrawal to outer lines was tbe cause of discontent, and 
augmented any desire which tbey may have formerly entertained to 
resist or attack the Anieiican troops. Tiiis growing discontent was 
observable among the lower classes of tlie city's inhabitants, from 
whom a coiisidcrabte sbare of AgulitaMo's army was draw]i, and was 
undoubtedly increased by the reprehensible conduct and illegal actions 
of some of our own iDen.whowcreseverelyiuuiishcd for thi-ir misdeeds 
wlieu detected. Outwardly, Iiowever, relations of the most friendly 
character were inaintained. Tbe oliicers and enlistoil men of tbe two 
armies mingled in friendly social intercourse. To tlie casual observer 
tbe only discordant element in this dense complex population, made up 
of every nation and tongue in existence, were the hated Spanish pris- 
oners, wh<nn the Filipinos still longed to persecute and kill, and who 
were obliged to keep within tbe walls of Old iMauihi. for safety. 

Repeated conferences were held with influential insurgents, whose 
chief aim appeared to be to obtain some authoritative expression on 
the int«nt of the United States with regard to the i'hilippines, and 
complained that they were unable to discover anyone who could speak 
ex cathedra. Tbey asserted that their Malolos arrangement was a gov- 
ernment de facto, wbiclj bad the right (o ask an expression of intent 
from tbe United States (iovernment. 

To increase and better" organize the force in Manila, the following 
orders were issued on October ii: 

The tr(iu])B ciiinpnainK tliis eiiminand, with the exeeptiim of the Twenty-third 
U. S. Infimtry, Thn'tt'iMitli Minnesota, and Sopoiid Oregon Ki'ginieuts of voiiinti'cr 
infantry, wliii-h will .■ontinire to constitnli' tlio gnaiil niid police fori* of the 
provoHt-niarBhiil-jjenernl of the city, tLi' E igli teen t 111 T. 8, Inlaiitry, and the itct-aeh- 
nient of Califiirina \'oluntci'r llt'nvy Ai-tillery, wliitb will coiiipoVe the pei'inanent 
garrisiniof Unrite, are organhoil into two divisiona, designated us I'ii'st and Second 
Divisions of tlie IClghth Army Conis, eai'-li to consist of two brigmifa. 

Tliefollowingdosignati'd troops, now <j^:arti.->'<'c! and to he c]n:irteifd in Hip city 
solltll of the Pasig River, will form the First Division : 

Six troops of the P'ourth 11. 8. Uaviilry. 

Dii»li( l)ntti>ries D and O, Sixth U. 8. Artillerv. 

The Astor KattiTy. 

]''onrtei'iith U. 8. Iiifautry. 

First Cnliforniii Volunteer Infantry. 

Firat Idilbo ^'otuutee^ Infantry. 

First Nortli Dakota Volnnteer Infantry. 

Hattalion First Wyoming Volnutfcr Infantry. 
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The rollowmH organisation 9 north of (ho Pasi'' River will t.irapose th<; Heeoiiil 
DivisioD : 

Coiiipmiy A. liattnlion of EnKiiiocrw, 
Four batteries Third U. S. Arrillerr. 
Itatrtwriea A and It, Utah Voliiiiteor T.iyijt Artillery, 
First Uolormlo ^'oluiiteer Inl'aiitry. 
Pirst Montiinu Volunteer Infaiitiy. 
First Nebraskn Vi>liiutc«r Infantry. 
Tenth I'Bnnsylvania Voluiiteer Infjintiy. 
FirHt 8uiith Dakota Volnnteer Infantry. 
Troops ex))ectoil to arrive irom San l''ratiuisco soon will be imsi^picil to these divi- 
sions when nninerit'al BtreiiKtli and fiiiiilitii's for qiiarti^riug will bi' conaidured. 

For the pnrpoHe of enfiiri'.in;r diHci|>line through general ennrt-miirtial in'oeecil- 
ings, toffetlier with appropriate tii;tion to l)e takon to that ond^ the First anil 
Uiglitounlh Conipaules, Volunteer Signal Corps, arc attjiched to tliu First, and the 
HoBpital Corps, IJ. S. A., to the S;>BCciud Division. 

Maj. Gen. T. M. Anderson, !T. S. V.. is HSsigneil to the conininnd ..f the First Divi- 
sion, and JI(^. Gea. Arthur JlacArthiiJ'. U. S. V.. to thoromtiiiiiul of llie Second. They 
will siibmtt an sooii aa prnetieable tiio proposed or{;aiii/ation of b)'i);adeH of their 



Krig. Gen. Charles Kinj; anil Snninel Ovenshine. tT, S, V.. ai-e nssittned for dnty with 
the Fiiflt Division, and Bri};. Gen. II. G. Otis and Irvinjj TUIe. U. 8. V,. to the Second 
Divisiun. They will report in jHTson to the voinniumliiig generals of thoir respec- 
tive divifdoiiB for assignment to lirigode commands (General King, e.tpeeted to arrive 
soon, so reporting npon arrival). 

OtlicerA now serving on tlic stalfM of general nllirei's nnder proper orders will con- 
tinue on such service. Tlie chief ipiartemiBHter and chief eonniiissary of the com- 
mand will noiniuate ollicers of tlieir leHpci.tive departments fiir asslgDUtcnt as 
division and brignile i|uarterni asters and cotiiiidHMarics, beiui; mindful of asHigmiients 
in those capacities* which have alreaily 1ieen made. The (-hicf surgeon of tlie com> 
maud will nominate ottieers of the Medical Department for asttignnnnit an uhief 
surgeons of divisions. 

Tlie orgatiized divisions bad little extietiiij; dnty to perCoriii, as tlie 
provost-miirsLal-Keueral witli Iiih gnard of three regiments was held 
responsible for llie [ireaervatioti of order within the more thickly jKipu- 
lated portions of the city. Division (toininauders loolced carefully after 
the health, practical inatrufitiun and personal condnct of tlioir men, 
prescribed drills and practiced ceremonies, and watrClied by moans of 
small outposts the armed instiryents t.otlie number of six or ei^'lit tlioit- 
saiid, wlio maintain(!d a warlike attitude on the outei' lines. Tlie Army 
Eeguliitinus, appropriate tn i)ea<;o eotidifcions, weix( enforced in mattiTs 
of examinations, courts, boards, returns, reports, an<l cori-cspondence. 
Barracks, quarters, inessing facilities, and sanitary snrroundintra were 
improved, atid in so far as strictly military operations were concerned 
the passing period was devoid of e.'iciteinent or apparent importance. 
In answer to request to make a statetnent in regard to the welfare of 
the ti-oops, I remarked, on November 19, that Kinue August none had 
arrived except absent members of and recrnitsfor organizations which 
had prece<led thein ; that the lifbh e.xpedition left San Francisco between 
the l!)tli of October and the 8th of November and ics advance was 
expected daily, and continned as follows: 

The nie<lical depurtniunt of the eorpx has always been well anpplicd with medical 
stores. There hoK bi«u a shortage of medicil utTlcers which has been fairly well 
met throtii-h contract iihyaiidans. Xow we are abundantly Bn(>plied with medical 
stores and bospital l)uiTdings, tlioiigli moilieal oHicors ha\'o been ovorworkeil. The 
sick report t-o day is abimt 12 per cent of the eomniand; that of the British army 
in this latilado is about 10 pur cent. The mcmt of oursiokueiiH is of a mild type, and 
the health of the troi>[>8 is now markedly ini|irove4. Tlie totMl nnmbor of deaths of 
the commanil since leaving San Francisco is Ifil, or a little more than l.per cent. 
Of these deaths &! were due to typhoid fever, 25 to wounds receivoil in battle, 7 to 
accident, 13 to dysentery, and l-l to smallpoic. This nnmber of deaths among 1:>,000 
men, covering a pwiod of severiil months, is surprisingly light. 

In the matter oi stiliKistcnee the troo|)s have never xudered. I'liey have been sup- 
plied with abundant rations, better even than any body of tnou I evei' had aesucia- 
tion with. There is to-day well stored in this city snbsistenue for 17,000 men for 
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four jnoutlis. Also large siipiilifis for sale to offieera anil men, all of which are in 
exrelh'Dt coiKlidon. In oilititioii tu tlie regntai' i88l1(^s !!1) cents per day is given to 
each or^niztttirin for every njuii repurtud ill xt'itli ivhicli to buy delicHcies needed 
by the Hi<^k. UDiibtleHs troops biive enttertiit soiueirliat bei'aiiHe of thoir lack of 
kiiowlodeo to properly prepare their foi«l, hnt nil with finmer experience Hiich ae 
our liegiilar recinients are acriuiring additional re^nicntal funds. The connriand is 
now fairly wellHiipplied witi] nil needful quartennuater'a articles excepting ivajton 
transportation. The volunteers are still armed with the old Sprintcfield rirte, but 
etcns liaTo been taken to supply tho niost rt-liahle oJthem with the Kriig-Jiirgcnsen 
anu Muiokek-as ammnuitioii. 

No one cim tell whiit duties tlifi<e troops may be lalletl upon to pei'forni. It is 
more than pTohiihle, should thu ishinds hi: retained by the Uniteil States, that They 
will lie ki'jit eM«ediugly huej' establishing I'nitsd states autliority and niaintjiining 
a fiiir decree of order. In ciiBtinf; over all the ililtioiiltieH whirh have been luet in 
traDSporiiii^ these soldiers, composed iiioHlly of raw materia), over T,C0O miles of 
water and plaeiiijr them here In good condition and wi-U su]i]died, results must be 
considered oe i|uite satisfiictory. Xolhiiig of the kind liiid ever before lieen 
attcnipteil and no previous preiiaratioii had bei'U made. 

On November -'1 and 2;1 the iibsent battalions of the Eigliteentli and 
Twenty tliird [iifiiiitry arrived. 

ThrouglLOiit that nioiitli, and a good portion of Deeemlier, the troops 
reiiiaiut'd (iniet, tlieir liealth steiulily improving. On December 3 I 
cabled the Adiutaiit-<ieiicral of the Army that the percentage of sick 
of tlie CDininand, as re|iorted on November oil, was lOJ as against l-*i 
for October 31; that tiie number of deaths was ;iii as against 4o for 
October; that the dck rate was about the same as tliat among troopa 
of other governments serving in tropical climates; tliat one-third of tlie 
sick were .-^iirt'ering fioni typlioid aird malatial fevers; one-sixth from 
intestinal troubles, iuid that the reiiiainitig half of all ailments were 
alight in character. The only matters in which troops took special 
interest grew out of their speculations on the attitnde and probable 
intentions of the insurgents. 

On December I the Cnited Slates transport /j'rfiViiiff, with headi|iiar- 
ters and 2 battalions of the Kansas Volunteers arrived, followed ou the 
7t,h of that month by the transports ycirport and I'cinisi/lraniii with 
otiier volnnteei orfiaiiizatioris. The volunteers, however, had grown 
wi-ary of their service and many apjilied for their ilischarfie ou the 
plea that tlie Span isli war had terminated. They were firmly impressed 
with tlie belief that the future oc.-npation of the United States Army 
in the ishuuls would be coutined to garrison duty, a belief that was 
shared by the older Kuropean residents and the abler natives of Manila, 
aud they considered that such duty should be performed by regulars. 
My own eontideuce at this time in a satisfactory solntioD of the diffi- 
culties which confronted us may be gathered from a dispatch sent to 
Washington on December 7, wherein 1 stated that conditions were 
imi>roving and that there were signs of revolutionary disintegration; 
that I had wtnferred with a number of the members of the revolntiou- 
ary government and thought that the most of them would i'avor ^leatie- 
fnl submission to United States authority, I had strong rojisons for 
this expressed confidence from assurances made to me by some of the 
ablest Filipinos who had occupied positions of importance in the 
insurgent government and had signified their intention to withdraw 
ft-om it. Had the volunteers then supposed that their services would 
soon be demanded to maintain the honor and integrity of their country 
they would willingly have awaited the emergency. Bntall oOicial pro- 
ceedings tended to give them the contrary impression. Eeturniug 
transports were carrying back to San Francisco nnmbers of specially 
discharged men. On December 13 the Astor Battery was relieved from 
duty aud directed to proceed to New York City. Its departure on the 
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IGtli of tlio montli was followed soon by the sailiiif;' for home of one- 
third of the Nebraska regimeut. Iudivi<hiiil implications lordiscJiiirge 
became iinineroiis, and on December 15 J forwarded to the Adjuta,nt- 
General of the Aiiny the following communication : 

I have the lionor to forwanl herewith 42T »ppliu:itiuiiH friiin i^nliated men of this 
coiumiind for thi'ir (llHaliarjcn from tlie eervii'i-, aiynm ou H|ieuiHl1y Btuteil ([roiinda nliii'.li 
reiiuii'e oonsiderntion, but far thu moNt i>arl on thu ylea tlin,t Wiir IJi-piirtmiMit 
■s oiititli' them to it. Tlii'j- refer to piinigrapb 2, Geiii^nil (IrdorM No. 10, cnri-ent 



, uil tliink thnt the preaeat ceSHsttion of active bostilitios lietweeii the Tnit-i'd 
States ami Spain is tlio "cloxe of the war" within the meaning of that parngruph; 
hence theHe uumbroits imlividiiHl ii]ipliu;itiuns which they consider tlie pavagrttph 
fuvited theul to make. 

DoiibtleBBtheendof the war awaits the proi'lamatiim of peace, and in these ielnnds 
that day may be Homewhat di'lerred. 

'llie iiiimber of these applications indicates the dcslie of the enlisted men of the 
command to escape the country, and shows bow ilillicalt it is to hold theiti in condi- 
tions of contenti^d di8<;iplini!, Mncii of this desire to escape their military obliyn- 
tious at a time when tlieir services ai* especially di'inauded aviaca from hom&iiok- 
uess, anil that I'aet ax'connts lai^ety for the heavy jiercentnm of ttickiicss with wliioh 
we have been atilicted. 

Under pieseut exigencies I am obliy;ed to diaapprove all of thcae applications. 

But notwithstanding the desire to hold the vohiiiteers as above 
expressed (and it was necessary to hold them or no army would 
remain), I continned to believe that we might overcome diHiciUties 
without resort to force, for, on December 22, in answer to an iui|uiry as 
to the truth of certain newspaper atatenieiits of that date which cliarged 
«8 with tlie conimisaion of grave oflteuses, 1 cabled that Manila was 
never more quiet; that order i>revail('d ami that the native population 
of the city had been greatly auginentetl within three months; that the 
criminal class was large, and tliat representatives of the same were 
arriving tVom the United States and Asiatic c<jaBts, who were closely 
watched; that the <;ondnct of the troops was good, to a degree in fact 
that it was subject of favorable comment by the citizens, and tiiat 
disorders were iiromptly punished, as the bufiineHS transacted by the 
courts would show. J furthei- asserted tliat the disparaging statemonts 
which appeared in the United States, Hongkong, and Singa]>ore news- 
papers were without an element of truth, and that military rule was 
firm as circumstances demanded, since ontlneaks wore likely to occur. 
Still I continued to have confidence in the |icacefiil solution of affairs, 
although it was ap])arent that tlie radical element in the insnrg<'nt 
councils (consisting of men without property and of little character, by 
whom the passions of the more ignorant natives were being inHanie4 
and who were then organizing witliin tlie city clubs for legitimate 
inipr()veineiit and amusement, as they claimed, but really tor revolu- 
tionary purposes), might precipitate hostilities without giving as much 
warning. Aguiuiddo, too, aided by his more intimate associates, was 
constantly levying and collecting war contributions and exciting, the 
people with the cry for independence. He was in constant conmiuuica- 
tion with a business Ann of American membership mostly, having head- 
quarters in Uongliong (one of whose members, individually present in 
Manila, had been appointed eliiel' of ordnance of the insurgent army), 
and was secretly negotiating for a large supply of arms and ammuni- 
tion, all of which was well known to me at the time. 

During tliis period of quiet, in so far as strictly military alf'airs were 
concerned, the labors of civil administration were very exacting, and 
necessitated a mass of correspondence too voluniinous to be embodied 
in this report. A few extracts will be submitted to show the character 
of the questions which were constantly pre.sentiiig themselves for ofilcial 
determiuatiou. Already many individual claims against the United 
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Stittey for daioages to or loss of property, tiinsfid for tlie most ]iar£ by 
the insurgent soldiers who had been in occupation of a jiortiou of the 
city, were being received. 

Great diflicnlties attended the eftbrts to administer on business prin- 
ciples the city revenues: to ascertain all former sources of that revenue; 
to put the proper machinery in operation to collect that portion of it the 
l)ayment of wliich was considered appi-opriate and just, and to detect 
the constantly perjietrated frauds made easy under practices of long 
standing, and bring guilty officials or city employees to punishment. 

The ntercliants were importunate. Those of foreign citizeushij) com- 
plained to the resident consuls of their respective governments, by 
whom tlieir protests were officially submitted. This action appeared 
to threaten international complications, and had to be promptly and 
judiciously met. On October Si the following reply was sent to one of 
these representatives of a foreign power, from wliom a protest signed 
by nearly all the resident business men of his government was received: 

Draij Silt; I bf(vi> tho Iionor to ackiti 
the aiHh inst-aiit, with attatlied coiiy ci 
mercliaiitsof JIanilii, iuclost'd. 

Had this prcitest beoii pri'senteil to tlie iiiiliMrj-KO''*''""'^ of Manila by the protest- 
aiita, tlie miitt>T ooniplaiiieil of iitigLt po^iblr liave readily received souie siitisfac- 
toT.v a^Ijiiatnioiit, hut as it has heeu Biiliniitteil direct tu th<> ;;oveTmeiit of • * ' 
us a (teRlarntioii and pioteBt ajjainnt the attioii of the United States authorities, anct 
received as such by that irtiveiiiniuiit, it hecomeH n matter rei[iiiring mature deliber- 
ation. I liaro therefore the lionur to invito your atteutiou to the statement of facts 
contained in tliln declaration, the conoliisions which proteataiits have drawn tLere- 
fiom. iiDd the prcseotation of factK as miilerNtood by the I'nited States antliorttiex 
here stiitioueil, with tJicir lej^al c-oiiclnslous hi-ielty Bulimitteil. 

Tlie pniteshtuts correctly tei'ite thi' publication of tho ollieial circular fi-oni the 
office of tho l.'iiitt'd States uiiiitary f^ovemor on the 2litli iiiHtant, liiit tlie alleged 
facts, vi/, " that with tlie exception of a tew, and some of them inaignilicaiit, porta 
(and that under oennin restrictions wliicb greatly embarrnas ttiide), the interlsland 
trade ol'the i'hiliptdues iHpi'ohibitcil,'' are not watrantcd. ;~till, it in possible that 
this narration was nii'iely intended to be » concliisiTc xunimaiy of facts set up in the 
indicated oiroulur, and It eo, it is only fuir to treat them as such, and tliey may be 
considered iu connection with the rcniaiinng cont-liisions which the proteHt contaiua 
and which are " That the principal hcnip-prodncing districts, ancli as Albny, Snr- 
sogon, Irf'yte, and Samar, are closed hy this circular against Jlatdla trade, involving 
inoalulable loss to " - ■* inten-at in the Philippines;" "that the arbitrary 
eiiforcctneiit of vessels engaged, being obliged to carry Spanish ulHcertt only, ia a 
measure almost Inipq^sihle to fidllll, as vessels are unable to comply therewith in 
view ol' the danger the Spanish offleers would be exposed to from the native crews 
which they carry and the insuftioicney of i|ualUied Spauiarda to mau the vessels," 
and fui-thui' "that if this arhitrary order is enfurceil it will entail the vouiplete ruin 
of Manila trade," 

The above, indeiicndent of the allegatioi 
proteataiite, ciimpriseN, it ia believed, all tl 



Kov reply to these several oriticisiua (altliongh unaccompanied by any expressed 
opinion njion the right to demand remedial action) I beu; to invite your alteutiou to 
a brief auiniiiary uf the euilcavora made by tlie United States anthoritiea for the 
intii'esta of Manila merchanta in the matter of coasting tr:ule, and thereafter to ^ire 
correct iiiterpretatii)n of the oircnlar which appears to be tiie object of eomplaint. 

Shortly after Uniti'd States authority had baen Bftfthlished in the city of Manila, 
to wit, Auguat 2i1, thci Spanish jrovemor-gi'iieral of the Philippinea was approached 
with a proiiositiou for the reestablishment of interisliind coninieroe iu jirodncts of the 
country. To this that officer I'eaponded with a cablegram, of whkli the inclosed 
exhibit marked A, ia a certiliwl copy. This cablegram was interpreted us follows : 
"Aa Noon as the port of Manila ia open to Spanish ships flying their flag I will order 
that all the porti^ iu the territories nnder iny command shall immediately admit 
American ships dying the American dag," etc. 

Thereafter, upon receiving infc)rmation from merchants tliat couating vessela from 
this port were not permitted to land Jit certain of the porta in the Visayas, the atten- 
tion of tho ISjianiah governor-Keueial was culled to the fact and he replied, on «.lcto- 
ber 14, that he wonUl send hia chief of staff to Manila for oimfeteuce. At the first 
meeting with that staff officer, upon being invited to explain the action of his chief 
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in arresting thi- iiroftrosa of tiiide .sougbt to be carripiJ on in :iccoi'(l;iiice ivith nn es- 
iatiiigiigreeiiiotit, lie rfplied tllilt hla eovvtuirient bilil exi-cnteil the iiffCeciiK^nt, wliicb 
only uxtuiiiled to tbe porta of Iloilo, Celiu, and ZaniliiiiiiiK'i. Uiioii beiDg Hhown tlie 
original dispnti^h from Hullo, of irliioli Kxliiblt A is a copy, IiB rejilieil tliiit tli« 
■' iinish woi-d "piiettDa," nsi'il tberein, embrnced oiilj ports of entry, of wbitb the 
ree above iianieil artj all tlio Hiintliorn IsInuiLs cnntuin, ami that siirli was tbe iinilcr- 
stniiiling of ttie Spanish Governiueiit when tbe cable^jrain ivus sunt. To tbe <]uestion 
why vessels dispnti-'hed on or abont Si-pfeniber 1 whtu permitted to trade :it other 
poi-ts, bi^ replied in substance that they were not iiitt'.rfered with as it wjis believed 
that they were not oonmiitting iu,jnr,T. 

Tbe <'xplnnation oh to tbe trne Bignillcation of tbe wni'd " imertos " and tbe ex- 
presai'd intent of the 8tiauisb (iovernnient was I'ereivud in t:;<i«d fnith. i\' ' - ' - - 



ff; 



e then moile to aeenn> on extension of ooMRting privileges. As a reault, this rep- 
reaeillativo of tbe Sininisli govern ur-goneral agreed that all poi'ts of tlie laliinds ut 
whiuh the authority of Spain was inaiiitai]ie<ror wbieb were oci'ripied ^.v F<l>ii]iieh 
troops wiinld be oonsidered as open to all vessels engaged in legitimate connnerce 
ttnil I'ying citber the Spanish or Anieriuan liag, pnivitled olticcrN in I'lmrjre of vi'saela 
were of i^iiauixh birth or nationalit.v (they oonld not tiiint Filijiino crewa becnnae 
of their sympathies with the lusiirgouts}, anil pnivided tlie United States iiiilitiiiT 
governor wonld vouob by ciililegrani at the time of sailing of veSHels from Slanila 
that they contained nothing ob.lectlonable. I.'ixiu pri'ssing tbe representative for 
fnrther latitude of trade in Spanish ]i03sesstous be agiiied, on lichalf iit'bis principal, 
to add the ports of YJigaii, Dumngiiete, nuil Snri}>ao on Wke conditions, lint with 
tbe further proviso that appliratioii and eausent for vu.isels to enter tbeni aJmnld 
be pri'Vioiisly made and obtained. He was then ]n'<^8sed to Include tbe ports of Cai- 
bayog and Ciirrtgarra, but replied that his govi'inimi:iLt bad no troops there — only 
Indian olHiciAls — and that it could init gniirantee protection or safety to vcsaelx 
entering tbe same, Asked, Spanish authority having eeaneil there, il'bu wonid con- 
sider that tbe vessels then bad tiie riglit to enter, be re])lied that the jirn'ts \ver(> in 
the aamo condition iis those in the island of Ln?:on, in the possi^ssion of tbe revnln- 
tionury foict.'), and that tbe Spanish <TOveniment could not bo held responsible for 
any damage to entering vesHnls which might result. No fnrther i-oneessions were 
obtainable, as it wits said the govern i>i'-ei'iie ml, iinilor iimKeut conditions, was ]iow- 
erless lo grant tbein. Inquiry was made by this otlltw if Spaniards to take charge 
of vessels could be secnred to carry on this trade, arid reply was received that they 
coutii be secnred witbont nn.v diflienlty. Thereupon the eiri:ii]ar inclosed, niiirked 
B, was issued for the iufomiation of all parties eoneerned. it being consiilered to eon- 
tain the best terms in further.inco of tlie iriturosts of Manila merchants whiili conld 
be secured at this time. It was ilrawn np am! ratified liy tbe S[ianish governor- 
gend'al's representative In orrlor that the Spanish (iovcmmont niiglit be held to a 
ftiithfni perlonnance of its obligations. 

The circular is not iindei'stood to lin of the nature expressed in the protest. It is 
viewed as a cone.esKion and in no wiaa as a prohibition on the part of the SpnU' 
isli (lOvernniout, whiub is at liberty to close it^ ports to outside commerce and inllo' 
ences if it elects to do so. A goverament almost in extri'inis mortis, as eert.ainl.v tbe 
Spanish riovernment in tlia eenti'al l'hilip]ilnB Isfanils must be considered to bo at 
present, has tbe lawful right to shut t^mporarjly all of its ports, whethor deelared 
of entry or otherwise, and whatever tbe luiHinuss interests of unt-side nii'rehauts, be 
tbey foreigners or eiti/ens of its domain. Tliis is a declared internationu! right fully 
accepted. 

I can not perceive, tlierefore, that anyprcsont action eon bo adopted to fnrther tbo 
interests of tbe protostants, and accepting in good faith tbe aetinn of tbe S]ianish 
aathorities in all previi>us negotiations, as vouched for by tliein, and as it is neces- 
sary to do in the absence of proof to the itontrary, I can notHc« that there exists just 
cause for complaint gainst the United States authorities. I am still in correspond- 
ence in regard to all those nnittera and may be able to secure niori' advantageous 
conditions, although adiNintcrestcdpartymightcasually conclude tliat this vigorous 
attack on tbe poliry or intention, or possibly the integrity of conntitntod authority, 
on tbe part of resident Mierch;iutsuii"!it tend to diminish future pei'xistunt elforts for 
their welfare. 

A'ery respcictfully, yonr olii;dient sci'vant, E, S. Otis, 

i\fajor'Genei-nl I'. S. '',, 
diilvd Slates Mililanj (larernor iii the I'liViiiphiea. 

The correspondence was brought to a satisfactory conclasion upon 
November 8 by the following comniiinication: 

Sin: I have the honor to aeknnwledge tbe receipt of your communication of the 
4tb instant wherein yon inform this oliice that ilie ae,tion of certain protcstants 
(" " ' subjerts residing and doing business here) should not be considered in 
any nise as the action of the oDleial 'Representative of their government in tbU city 
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fiirtlier tUiiii liis notarial fuiicfious are crmoetiicd. I am pleaaed to accept tliia eoa- 
sti'iictioD, and shall give tbe ma(t<;t no fiirtliur cousiiletntioii. 

Ab retxards tbi! ttartlOH piuteatant wIidsu Joint niiil v«ry itatiHi'actory cnmmniiicatiou 
you iucloiwd and ia iiiipTeciateil, I am certain that thuy 'will soon be fii-iiily cod- 
viiiced tbat the Ignited States antboritieM have not omitted to muke continued eftbrt 
to advance their business interests in every way iiosBible. It- appears to ine, how- 
ever, tliut they have not a t'lill anpreciation of the ilifflcnltioa which the );ovem- 
iiient of tlia United i^tates cstabliHlied bero have hecn obliged to contend with. 
1 am, sir, very respectftilly, your obedient servant, 

E, S. Otis, 
.Vvjur. General, l'. S. V., I'mled States 3ti1ilais Horeiiioi: 

Tiie fileariince of vessels coiitniiied to give aniioyaiicB, an the political 
coiiilitions in tbe soutlierii ishiDils wore constantly cliaugiiijf, and the 
coasting trade agreement hetweeu the Spanish and American officials 
could not be satisfactorily execatecj, as correspondence, of which the 
following coiJimnMicatlons are copies, clearly indicates: 



OKFICI! U. S. JIlI.lTAKY GoVBItXOlt IN THB Ph 

ilanilii, r 
Capt.vi\ 01- TnE I'cutT, .1/(111(7(1, /'. /. 


ILHTINK ISLA.VUS, 

. 1., Xor,:mht>- 1?, ISOS. 


SIR: I am directed to iufnrinvoti that the niilitarv aove 
cable^rnnn from llnilo, dated the 8th idst.iNt, unA cnbled 
instant, of wliicli the ioUowiufr is a translation : 


rnor has just received a 
from Capij: on tbe 11th 


'Wlililnrn iloienioi; Manila: 


)i;.(i, y,ifem}>fi- S, ISr-S. 


"Vonr teleL'ram of present date re( eived. I order consnl, 
cargo whatever in c.iuKidei-.itinii of what yonr escelleucy in 


Kongkoug, not to send 
idicates. i spoke of the 


This in n^sponse to a, telegram t'rum this omce, ditteil Xo' 
the following is a copy: 


i-cmberl,iKS)g, of which 


"GoVEHMOn-GBKKKAL, lloUo ." 




"Spnuiith i-oiieol, ll.nigkoug, cleaveil rc-sel dyii.;; ]lriti«l 
tosouthern port*, l.n^^on, thence t.. -M....il,-.. Ve-s^el arrive 
been perniittoil to enter ruder prolest. This cle;iraiice v 


1 ilagon coasting trade 
d innn LcKNSpi and lias 
icMcd as ill violBtl.iii of 



Onncj: r. S. Mii.itahv Goveiinoh in tite Phit.ii-ptnk Inlands, 

Mnnila, I'. I., yorviid'ir Jo, 1S9S. 
CAPTAIN or Till! I'OHT, Miiiiila, P. I. 

Siii: I amdiiectedtorL'tuin to yon the inclosed letter of MesBi-8. I^mith. ttell <)^' Co., 
nnit to any in ri'ply that, as ia widl kiiiiwn, ii olrcnlar was iHNned from this office on 
October 2(1, 1HSI8, aniiiinneinj; (hut nnder a niiitnal agreement between the I'liited 
States and lApanlsli antborities vessels ilyinjr eithiT tlio Ainorican or Spanish Hag 
conid be diflpatcbed for Taclubnn and other southern jiorts named, provided due 
notice by cable was niveu the goveruor-goucral at Iloilo that tiley were engaged in 
legitimate commerre. 

In the ease of the vessel of the Coinpania ?t1aritima, the Salradoia, which had a 
like i>xperience with the vessel febu, tie military governor telegraphed tlie governnr- 
Keneral at Cebii, on tbe lOtb, stating tliat tbe vessel bad cleared f^'unt this port Outo- 
ber 28 for Hollo, Cebn, and Taoloban; that tbe vessel was tnrned back from Cebu 
and not permltteil to proeeed to Tacloban to tbe great loss of merehauts, as the 
Oehii nutlioritles reported tbat they could not permit vessel to enter any ports except- 
ing those Kty led ports of entry. To this cablegram General Kios replied as follows: 

"Kegn'twlittthas occurred with steamer .'•■o^Farfoin in Cebn. Attribnte it to inter- 
rnptioii of telegraph tines that exists, making my noticu, irhich I repeat by mall, 
arrive late. Begging your excellency that hereafter, at the same time, U> notify me 
and the govern or- [jeiieral in Cebn when vessel does not previonsly toneh at Iloilo," 
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It would, aeeni, fciiiii the aI>ovo ilispuitili of the t'Jth, that eitliiT I bo Spniiisli autlior- 
itifsiii the sou i hern islatiilB itie not keep iti>; faitli fwbiuli Is not I'hnrKiitl iim' bolietnd) 
or thnt tliey have ueglectetl ti> lufiinu ullii'ein at the viiriunH piirtu i>r the ii(;riiifmoiita 
which have hceii eiitei'eil iiitu. Under pn-sent uonilitioDH it i.t not iiosaiMe to cuni- 
ply with GeiieriU Uius'ti lato toiineat, ub tliere uro no [ijipoi'tiLiiiticH to I'rible either 
Iloilo or Cebii, hIiiuh the cable I'uJiipiiDf 'h atittf M Cebu han hnen reindved on ateoimt 
of thruatetted ilaii^r frocu Iiisai'^entB. Cimdltioiis tlierefiire seem to lie Biioh that 
tlio gpaiiiah authorities are uot iilile to ki:i'p tholr tt^roonieiit beoiinHi^ of the antidn of 
the pitbliu uiieniy, itnd mit;l>t pleivd exi;uBO for iiuy sei^niiuK viuhition of thi: name. 
Vessels hereafter clearing for Uio sonthorn porta, nniiied in tlie iiotite with wliioli 
you have bi^en furnished, will be obliged to ch'iir nsaniuing all att<>u(la]it risks. 

I'lirther iii'tion will Ue tiil<en in tiio iniktter i>f tbe l.'ibn tu ;iscertiviD what remedies 
can he applied iu instaucfs of such a character. 

Very reap I'ctf 111 ly, C. H, MchbaV, 

Captain, Foiirlh r. S. Cavalrn, Aid. 

The requests of certiiiii merchants for iiermissioii to puss their mer- 
chandise through the ciitstoms as 'Spanish goods iiuder former Bpaiiish 
tariff rates, on the ple^ of purchase in Spain before declaration of war 
and inability to present it sooner, continued throughout the year. Tliey 
were presented, many by them individnully, and some through their 
coiisals. Every case was based upon a slightly dilferent statement of 
facts, which was fully considered in replies. Applications made through 
the consul for Germany show ttie cliaracter of this correspondence: 

OkFICE U. S, MllJTAIn- GOVKHXOK in TILK I'HIUI'PISB Iklaxi>8, 

Manila, J'. I., (Mulitr J, rS9S. 
Hon. Dr. Fr. Kewgkr, 

Coniui for (ierinanji al Iheport nf .1/iini(a. 

SiH : K<;fi'rriiLg to your note of the lat instant, I have thi- honor to state that the 
reason for deferring the application of the United States customs tariff and reuiii;i- 
tions from Octob^T 1 to November 10 wils to gain snJIicient time to make modifiira- 
tiouBtliereinin certain particulars in order to better ml apt tlieni to existing <-oiulitionB. 
It was dis<'overi'd that errors had hren commilled in the preparation or compilation 
of tlicse reflations, and It was with the dcisirc to make the nacesKary roriectious 
that the postpoueiucnt was ordereil. 

A s1i){ht couoeseion was granted to the merchnnts of Manila, which was thoa^lit 
would not pri'judice United States interests, and it wuh considered tliat sntlicieut 
notice w;is given to pla<:e them on their u;iiard and allow tlieni opportunity to protect 
Cheiiiselvea. The iatere.'^ta of Ihe-Manila merchants aresocouliiuting that do rule of 
generul a<:tion could be adopted which would be satisfactory to all, and the reiiiiesto 
8al>mitted by the merchants in whi>se behalf yon write baVe received greater con^ 
sideratEon than those of nierclianta of the United States do wiicn a change of tariff 
dntics are made. There a tavifl' law takes effect as soon aa euac;ted, ami the rule of 
caveat emptor applies. 

The proof which will be required to show tliat merchandise from Spanish ports 

Erior to April 25, 1898, wilt be, independent of the accustomed inanifeHta of c 
ill--"-*^ ,..._ , _,.. _.,^.._. __.=,,__._,.__.._..._.. .. .„ 



bills of Iwling, and tliensiial consular certificates, a certslicate from the United States 
couBnIar agent at the Spanish port of shipment to the effect that the kooiIs were pur- 
chased prior to April 25, and in oasc^ there is no United States consular agent at sncli 
port then a I'ertificate of a I'.onHiilac agent of Great Britain at such pert as the goods 
were BO purchased. 

Verv reapeetfullj, your moat obedient servant. 

1'. S. Otis, mraanj (iovenm: 

Office U. S. Mii.it.miy (Jovbrnoh in tiir I'mi-iii'iM.: Ipi.Asns, 

Manila, 1'. [., JiacewbcfJl, ISSS. 
Hon. Dr. Fn. Khuukr, 

Gifiiian Coneul, Manita, I'. I. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowlodtjo the receijit of your cmnniuniration of the 
19lii iust:int, with inclosure, which refers to inerehandiae abipped from Spain and 
recently received in this port. C'lmcorning such goods you refer to an ordei' issued 
from this ofDce on .September 29, last, iu which direotiens were given that goods 
secured or purch.ised in Spain prior to April 25, last, would be rcceivwl at this port 
until November lOnnder the former Spanish tariff regulations. 

That order clearly indicatcn that sneb inerchaniliso received here after the last- 
named date would be subject to the same duties as the goods of all other neutral 
nations, the United States included. 
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NotwitiiBtaiiding the iDstroctione contained in this order, goods purchased in Spain 
by Manila raerehiints wiiich arrived here an late as the present month have been 
admitted under tlie conditions exjtressed in that order, the nierclianta showing satis- 
factorily that delay in making sbipnients was beyond their control. 

In respect to the entry of tTieso gooAa you say that certain proofs of purchase in 
Spaiu, ae regards time and oircuui stances, which were presented by the merchants, 
have not been ao<;ent<>d by the collector of customs. (Jn thiH point yuu quote my 
letter of October 5, indicating the proofs it will be necessary for the merchants to 
fiiruish, among which was ini-luded the following: 

"A c.ertilicute from the United States consular a^ent at the Spniiish port of ship- 
ment to the effect that the goods were purchased prior to April 25, and in case there 
is nn United States consular agent at Kuch port then the certificate of the consular 
agent <if (ireal Britaiu at such port that the goods were so purchased." 

Yuu state that the uierchants interested gave the best proofs they could under the 
circumstances, and that it wae impu««ih]e to secure the certificate of the Itritiah 
oonsnl ,it Itiii'celoua (acting for the United States) as to shipment; that under the 
proof the mercbiiudiee has not been admitted as desired. 

Undiiubti'dly the customs authorities have acted within the instructions received 
ft'om this otltcf! in ileniandiii^ a consular certificHtc, and the subject now becomes a 
matter for further deliheratiou mid fLirlher instructions. Your reijuent is that the 
collector of ouatoms he authorized to return the guaranties which the merclianta 
bn& jjiveu in order to have the goods passi'd, and tlint tbeiraJlidavits. made before 
the Hritish consul at Ilareeloua, be accepted iu lien of the consular certificate which 
orders have prescribed. 

The roiuest will rcccii-e attention, and you will he infomied soon of cnnclusions 
reached. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. S. Otis, 21iUlaiff Careinor. 

After ftill investigation tliis application was denied, as were all otliers 
of like import wliicli were submitted about tbat time. In nrriving at 
conclusions, the possibility of pnrcbasiug goods in Spain under a con- 
tinuing contract for purchase, or placing orders for tbem under an 
agreement for delivery at some fnture distant date, was considered, as 
well as tile conJiictitig interests of mercbants wbo were stocked or had 
lecently purdiased elsewhere tliuii in Spaiu, and wbo anttigonized 
favorable action oii the applications. 

Tlie Spanish prisoners gave annoyance and were a menace to public 
traniiniility and the health of the city. Keqnests for permission to 
expatriate them were preferred on several occasions, but such action 
conid not be taken without the consent of both Spaiu and the United 
States, since the disposition of the I'hilippine Islands awaited the result 
of treaty stipulation. These pri.-i(>iiers might yet be needed in the 
islands by Spain for military service. When jMnnihi capitulated, many 
of tbeni were ill and rei|nired careful attention and special treatment. 
All the necessary articles and appliances were fnmished the Spanish 
olliceta with wliich to bestow the needed care. The prisoners soon 
commenced to inii»rove in physical cciidition, bnt, having no emjiioy- 
nient, indulged too frequently in rejirehensible conduct, and were an 
object of suspicion by our otlieers, wlm thougbl that they would require 
close leslraint should hostilities with the Filipinos ensne. The old 
antipathy between insurgent and 8paiii«b soldiers, which in the first 
few weeks of our cKicupation of the city was intense, and which mani- 
fested itself in Kli<>;ltt rioting, followed in one instance by the murder of 
an insurgent ofHcer near one of the gates of the walled city, was grad- 
ually disappearing, and Siianish ofliccrs and enlisted men began to 
mingle in friendly intercourse with insurgent troops. 

No accurate list* of numbers had been made, nor (iould one be prepared 
from the rolls of organizations obtainable. Finally, on October 1, the 
provost marshal- general was directed to make an accurate count of all 
present. For this purpose he caused the various organizations to form, 
at the same hour, at the places where they were severally quartered, 
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and had one of his officers with each of the organisations to verify 
numbers by actual count. This method of verification was repeated on 
subsequent occasions. 

Under the terms of the capitulation the Spanish officers, though 
prisoners of war, were permitted to immediately supervise the afi'aii^s of 
the organizations to which they belonged. In the demoralization which 
followed the condition of prisoners of war, their authority was greatly 
diminished; and the general who was nominally in command of these 
Spanish forces made formal request to impose, through adequate pun- 
ishments, a more efficient discipline. This was denied in the following 
letter : 

Officb U. S. Military Govkrnoh in the Piiilippisk Iki.ani)W, 

Gen. Francisco Ri/zo, 

CmitniaH^iag Spanith Forces, ilaniln, P. f. 
GENEitAT.: liel'eri'iiig to thi< rei|Tii'8t Mt»i1<< liy you ft few iluya since, that oMcers of 
the ^pauisli Army 1>e pemiittud Hiid assisted tu enforce ji<ciiiiint their meu, now 

Erleouers uf war, the ilisoiiiliiiurf iiietistireB of tlie Sponiali military codu, I hiive the 
iinoT ti) reply tuiit utter iiiiLtin-e delilienitioii in) tlie special puiiita roiitniiieil id the 
reigneet xubmitted liieioDdiisioii hns been rtiiieheil tli]itci)Tulitii>iiRdo not permit the 
Aniericaii aiithoritieH ta gniiit nil that has lieuii asked. They will ejid&vvnr fo do 
■wbat they uan eonaititeiitly to preserve (rood eoiidiiut on the pint, of the iirisimers, 
and with that end in view instriictionB Iiiive been tfiven to retain thrm within llie 
walled city alter 5 o'clocii in the evening, imd to eoiu[iel them to letii'o to their 
respective banaoliti after tlie Innir of M. 

The American aiithovities are reH|>onHiltli! fnr the cute of these priBoners, and must 
see that they reeaive liiiinaiiB treatment in .icciitdimou witli the dict.itee and spirit 
of tlieir own uiilitary eodo, and therefore no promises can be ijivea iix to the meth- 
ods tlioy «'ill apply in exereising supervision. It is onr desire tu do all we can to 
carry out tlio wishcM of tlie Spiiiiisli ofliccm who are lookiu}; iiftcr the welfare of 
their men, Init id will reailily ocenr to yoii that under prevailing conditiiui.s we can 
Dot entei' into any au^eements which fetter in liny wise u free latitnde uf aetiuu iu 
the special cases which may .arise. 

I am, General, with gi-eat respect, your oliedient servant, 

E. S, Otis, Mililat-ij Hoteinor. 
Early in October certain Sjianish officers, prisoners of war, astied tor 
permission to depart for iSpain on account of illness, and their re<iuests 
were favorably indorsed by General Kizzo. Applying to the War 
department for instructions in these eases, I was directed, on October 
7, to grant, in my discretion, requests of this character. Whereupon, 
on application in writing, accompanied by the proper disability certifi- 
cate of a Spanish surgeon and the approval of the general officer pres- 
ent and supervising Spanish aftaJrs, passports with permission to 
return to Spain were given. A considerable number took advantage 
of this privilege before the general authority to send home the prisoners 
was received. On December 14 the Spanish authorities served upon 
me notice of the contemplated discharge of the native troops held iu 
Manila as prisoners. Although it was known that a good many of the 
3,000 of these prisoners had deserted to the insurgents, it was deemed 
important to weigh the probable results of this contemplated commu- 
nicated action, and the following letters were prepared and delivered: 
Captain-General Kiz/o, 

fleneral of Dirimon of lite Spanish Armj, Manila, P. I. 
Gbnebam I have the honor to aulinowledjje tlLo receipt of your coniinunication of 
this tuorninK, in which yon inform we yon are ahont to diHi'hai'jje from the Kpanisli 
service the Spanish native troops held as Unitcil States [iriRiinors of war iu this city. 
I beg tliat yon defer yonr contemplated action in this matter of (lischaree nntil I 
maybe able to make inquiry aa totheconditioa, intent, and former places of domicile 
of tliese troops, that I may act understand ingly with regard to them. As prisoners 
of war, under the articles of capitulation, tlicy should remain under gnard wlthio 
tbe city and under the immediate BupervisioQ of their officers until iDstrnctious aa 
to their dnal disposition are received from Madrid and Washington. 
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Yon wili therefuio plcnso auspi'iiil at) action reliiting to their iliscliarge u 
1)6 able to coiiijimnieiitis further with jon. 

1 am, verj reBpectiully, your obi^ilient BRrvaiit, 

E, S, O' 
MajOi-~(!e»eral, V. S. V., Vniua Slates ililHarii Gomrnor in the i'Aii 



OfFICI-: U. .«. JilLITARY GOVEU.NOR IN THE PillLlPriXli IsJ.ANDS, 

ilaiillo, r. I., Uectmber 17, IS'JS. 
Division General Francisco Yli/.T.Q, 

ComTaauAlaij Spaiihli i-'orciB, ^Iallila, P. I. 
GKMKitAi.: In fiirtlier respunBe to yonr letter of the 14th instant, regiirdin); yonr 
coLtfHiplateil action in the matter of tlischiirging Spaaieli native troops held in this 
city aa prleonci's of war, I have the honor to inform you that oxiianstive inquiry haii 
been mude as to their permanent homt'H and possible coniliiet should thff be dis- 
cbargoil at this time. It has been ascertiiined that a very large number of them 
came tconi the southern islands, and that souio of them, though of Lnzon, tvould be 
ai!rai(l to return to their homes, even if diBohnr^eil. 'llioEie living in the EOuthem 
islaDils shoulil be sent there; those of Luxon nlio are afraid to return to their homen 
eiicmlil be kept here in Manila. There itre others of tlii.'se natives \s'hn might give 
trouble in the city if discliarKcd, and they should beltept under ri'ftralnt, 

All the native troops, tlierelore, will be continued in their present status as pris- 
oners of ivHr,to remain iji iTstriiint nuder the iniuieiliate suprtvision <if their iiflircrs 
nntil the chLefiiufboriiieBofthodominii.il iiC Spiiin aiirl the I'uited States jiive fiual 
directions as to their iltsposilion. This is in codforiuity « ith the articles of capitu- 
lation of August 1-1, hiet. 

Very respectfully, your iilicilient ser^-aiit, 

E. !•. Otis, 
ilaJor-Getteral, U. i^. V., Voiled Slates J/i/i/ocj/ (.ocfrHOj- in Ihe rhiUppliies. 

These iiativos were snbseciuently discbaigetl in Miinila. Some were 
taken to a western Luzon province and released, and otbers were per- 
mitted to go fioin tlie city in any direction they wished, or to ren>aiu in 
it if tliey det^ired. It was snljseqnently a iioticeaUe fact that they 
hecanie the most formidable troops in Aguinaldo's army, fought splen- 
didly at Caloocan, where they loi-t iu casnalties a large portion of their 
numbers. 

About this date Spanish ofticers. with their families, were arriving 
ill tlie city from the southern islands. Some of them had been exer- 
cising command of native troops, which were disbanded there or had 
deserted to the enemy, or they were not desired in the Spaiiish military 
organizations still retainetl at the sonth. They came ostensibly to 
secure transportation to Spain by vessels plying between Manila and 
Barcelona. Lingering with us a considerable period, and not knowing 
their numbers, request was made upon the Spanish authorities tor 
their names and intention, and the further request was made that tlie 
United States authorities bo iiotilied in future of the fact of the arrival 
of any Spanish ofticers from southern ports. 

The United States authorities, after entering Manila, had continned 
in place the Spanish officers who had exercised charge of the large city 
prisons, where about 2,tH)0 snspeirts and <'oiivicts were couliued. 
General Uugbes, tlie provost-marshal general, who had supervision of 
these pnsons, detected, while inspecting the August and September 
prison accounts, fraudulent traosactions in which these oliicers were 
concerned. lie thereupon placed them in arrest and submitted the 
charges of '.'conspiracy to embezzle public funds in violation of the 
laws of war," and " embezzlement in violation of the laws of war," 
when they were brought before a military commission for trial. The 
result of the court's long and patient investigation, during which the 
accused ofticers had the benefit of the best American and Spanish 
legal advice obtainable, anil of their own selection, was the conviction 
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of two of them, aud the acquittal of the third upon an admittedly 
proven alibi. The two who were couvicted were each sentenced to pay 
a fine in " the sum of $2,500 iu gold coin of the United States, and to 
be confined at hard labor in such place of conGnemeut as may be 
designated by the reviewing antbority for a period of three years." 
The review of the case is in language as follows: 

III tlie forejroing case of Carlos Ayiitcric Is, liriinlio Zoiita, nnd Jose Ruik, jointly 
tried hy a military com mi sal on for conspiracy to enilieKxle, and tlie embuzzlenient of, 
public fnuds, the commission lias adjndged a llndiug of itcijuittal lis to Carlos 
Aymevicli, evidently coiiBideriiig cDrtuin evidence anlimitted to it and tending to 
establish an alibi an to this ncc^^jcd, aa having an importHot liearin([ npon the case, 
to the extent, at least, of raising a reasonable ilonlit as to his part icii)at ion in tho 
otfeuses allejccd, In this view the reviewing authority does uot concur, bi'lieving 
that the evidence of record cunclnsivply establishes the criminal responsibility of 
the said Aymerioh Jointly with the other atonscd under both charges, and is, theru- 
fore, nuable to coiicnr In the finding of aoi|iiittal in his cas^. OMcrs have already 
been iRSiied for his releiise frojii conliiiement. 

The findings and eeiitencee ailjud^d the iitlipi' two accused, to Avit, l!ranlio Zorita 
and Juse lini/., nre approved. In view of the conlinenient alrau^ly Eorved by theni 
and the circiimataiices snironnding tlijs case, duenind in cttrtain reKpucte tii jnatify 
the exteiiaioD of clemency, the eoutlnement at hard labor for three years aw.irded 
eai'h of those acoiisod U reiluued to six niontlts. As mitigated, the seuti'iic-ea will be 
duly executed and ho much thereof as relates to eonfinomnut, !it Bilibi't I'risoii, 

The commission took u\t the trial of tlieae cases on November L'li last, 
and gave a long and patient hearing to the voliiminoin^ teslinioiiy intro- 
duced and the lengthy arguments of the prosecnting oflicers and 
defendants' counsel. The fund.s which it was charged tliat the parties 
had misappropriated accrued previous to the date of I'liited States 
occupation, but were subscfiuently covered as expended in the pay- 
ment of fraudulent vouchers manufactured in August and September 
for services rendered and property delivered for the benefit of the 
prison.s inior to that date. They therefore belonged to the Uinted 
States byeaptHre,orpromised surrender under the capitulatory articles. 
The S])anisli authorities labored in the interestsof theaccnsetl, andthe 
date on which they were brought before Die militiiry commission the 
chief of Btaif of the Spanish general, who subsequently acted as assist- 
ant counsel for one and submitted an able chisiiig argument uu the 
merits, sent in a written apiilication asking that they be remanded to 
the Spanish authorities for trial, representing that the honor of Spain 
was involved. He was informed, however, that the United States tri- 
bunal, which had been directed to judicially determine tlie i]uestion 
of their guilt or innocence, had not been ordered until after an exhaus- 
tive investigation had been made and the Justness and expediency of 
the step carefully considered. The cases were not published until 
March 13, after the olVenders had been in arrest for six montlis. Some 
time thereafter, and on A]iiil 19, a petition was i>resented, headed by 
his grace the archbishop of Manila and signed by its leading inhab- 
itants, Spanish and foreign mostly, jtraying for the release of Zorita, 
though acknowledging the Justness ol' his sentence. He was release*! 
on the payment of $2,.TO0, gold, liis time of confinement having nearly 
virtually expired. Jiuiz still remains in confinement. No decided efiort 
by friendsfor the commutation of his sentence has been made. It would 
lie matter for satisfaction if the same action could be applied in his case 
as in that of Zorita. 

Another case, that of a Spimish newspai)er cdit<)r, one Antonio 
Hidalgo, charged with "publishing and circulating seditious newspaper 
articles in violation of the laws of war," was brought before a military 
commission in November last. The accused was found guilty and sen- 
tenced "to pay a flue of $000 in United States gold coin to, and for the 
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use and benefit of, the Uuited States; tliat he be placed aiul kept out- 
side of the Hues of the territory iww occ-upii'd by, and within and auder 
tl 10 jurisdiction of, the military forces of the Uuited States, and that the 
press, type, furuitnre, material, and all appurteuanccw of the printing 
office of La Voz Kspafiola be confiscated and sold for the use and benefit 
of the United States. 

I'he review is as follows: 

111 the fori'j;oiiiK case of Autunio Hiila)^'i> the rccurd disi'loses thiit tlie accuse<t was 
accorded an impartial irial, his rljrlits having liceii protwctetl at I'viTy atagi- thereof. 
Tile liu(liiij;s ai<- in nccnrd with the evideuce, nod the Keuteiice, in anioiiut and char- 
acter ol' (iiitiiKhnieiit an- arded, allows that tiie cotiiniiHsiaii eoiieetly eHlimated the 
criminality wliich, under the coiiditicmiiexistiiiiint tlic- time cif their eommiBSion. was 
iiiviilrcd III the ollVnses ol' which the iicciiHeil Btand!;coiiricte<I. Snch a sentence the 
revleiTinfT nuth<irit.v ia relnetant to modify. 

It appearK, however, from licts elieiterl sinee the coneliision of the trial thnt the 
nceiwfd fiiJI.v aripreciHtfn thi' gravity of the ollVnses loiiiuiittid Uy iiiin, aud regrets 
their coniinixsioii. He has fnrniHhi'il siitiHf'uetory proof of previous j^ood rliiiracter 
and repntulilc stiin<1inj( in this oouiinnnity, and b.»s directly and lliroiij^h irillni'iifial 
citi^eno jietitioiKil foi' clememy. In view iif tliese factK, and iu the belief that the 
exampli- fnrnialied by tliiH li'iiil and eunvi(!tion eoustitiitestjiiHIcient wumiii^ that the 
niilitiiry jjnvernmcnt heii> eHtahlishi-d piisseHBeB iind will i^xi-fcisi- the ))owev nei-essary 
to priiti-et itself a(i;ainst libelous and HeditionH imblieations iIeF<i^ied to aHpento ibj 
chatiicter anil weaken itn anthurity, tlie reviewing; nnthovity is plea:<ed to remit so 
much of the nentenee as Telate» to eontiscation of property and to the deportation of 
the iti-ensi'd bevond the lines now ooi'iipii'd br the military foveas of the L'nited 8tnf i-r. 

The line iiiiliiBwd ia reduced to tMl fjolrt coin of the Tnited StateM, the acensed 
to stand cmnmittcd until such line is paid: the coutinouient nuder this sentence not 
to exceed three months. 

Aa mitignteil, the seotcnee will be duly executed. 

The line was paid and Hididgii released. The tritil produced a nf>"d 
deal of cxcitenieut, both on accmint of the standing of the accused iu 
the community, his miineiOHs friends among the better citizens, and the 
novel ]inicee4iug. The case was prosecuted lor the sake of example 
and to give warning to the jmiiinetora of other newspapers of the pen- 
alties which might be imposed niK>n them if they continued to indulge 
in abuse and calumny, Jt has had beneficial etiects. 

This period was one of idotting in the inierests of the insurgent 
cause and meu of every Uiitioualify appe;ired to be eugageil iu ques- 
tionable enterprise-s promising imlividual gain. Enmors of the pur- 
chase and introduction of armsiuid annnnuition at various ports on the 
Luzon coast were incessant. Admiral Dewey had seized a vessel at 
Batangas engagc<l in this contraband trade, but the cargo had entered 
the interior, it was an understood fact that money iu considerable 
quaulities was beiiig sent to the iasuigent .innta at Hongkong, which 
was then iiresided over, or at least advised, by an American citizen and 
a British subject. Insurgent delegations departed for Japan and the 
cities oil the Asiatic coast. All this occasioned a mass of correspond- 
ence with United States represeulatives stationed in these coiiutries. 
Smuggling and illicit trade of a varied cbarticter was being actively 
condncted, and the cunning of the Filipino and the Chinese was 
ditticult to contend with. Insurgent newspapers had been esfciblished 
in oar midst and olten indulged in criticisms of the manner in which 
affairs were being conducted, but were generally btisy insinnating that 
the United States oftfered nothing advantageous to the Fihpinos, who 
had expended so much blood and treasure for their indepeudence. The 
tbrinerly expressed fear that Spain would return had given way to the 
statement that it was tlie intention of the Uuited States to replace 
her in the odious domination whuih she had exercised for centuries. 
The better class of Filipinos recommended the suppression of these 
Filipino newspapers, and to my question whether the people believed 



,y Google 



54 REPORT OF MAJOR-GEXKRAL OTIS. 

tbe statements found in tlieui, replied that tlicy did and were greatly 
im])rea3ed. Tbe editors were warned and became more teni|>erate in 
tbeir denunciations, even asking iistsistaiice to plac* before tbe people 
tbe true condition of aflairs. Able articlcH were prepared aurl fur- 
nished, at my request, by the well-known scientist, Dr. Becker, «i»oii 
the true theory of government and tlie probableintcntionof the (Jnited 
States in Luzon and otlier islandN. Tbey were generally used by tbese 
editors as targets for sucb unfriendly criticisms as their supple and 
peculiar minds could invent. A sanguinary and veiioaions article 
would be followed for tbree or four suecesHive days by temjierate pro- 
ductions favoring United States protection on lines which they were 
powerless to explain or understand, 

Questions of gi'ave import irero being constantly tliriist uitou the 
United States authorities, some having decided international signifi- 
cance demanding prompt attention. The aeting American consul was 
busy with political and cxtmmercial pi'oblenis, among whicli were those 
relating to the acquisition of citizenship or tbe participation by tbreign 
vessels in intorisland trade. On ]>ecember !) lie was informed of a 
decision which had shortly before been rendered and ex|iiessed in the 
following terms: 

'i'lie cifect of aiMftioii 8, nvtieie 1, ol' tlic ConRtitiitiou i>r tlie llnitol Statoa, aii<l 
legislation by Ccni(tri'HS llipreiiinliT, is to vi'st the exclusive ]io\ver ol' roiilVniog 
citixenslilp by nnt 11 rail nation in <'oii;iro8s. Tliis powot is not sliiireil by State or 
Tei'ritorini govtrnnieuts. iicir by iiiilit^iry governiiientH estiibliaUeil by tlie United 
States ill the exeiciso of its war powur. 

In establish ill ^ rules on tlie subject, CongreKS lias |irovi<l<'<l atiKing other I'onditions 
n])oii whii'h eitiKwisliip will bit roiilei'nMl iiiH)n aliens, excepting tlioso hiiviiig ai'i-vine 
in the Army or Kavy, a pi-evious I'esUliince of live years within tlm territorial limits 
of tile l,'nite<l .States. It is voiy dear that this oomlitiou has not been eompliud with 
Ijy the witbiii-iiauied e.p]>licaiit. 

Uniti'dSt-HlescitiMiiKliiiiwiiiyahjo result from (1) completed ciini|nestand Incoriio- 
ration of territory, nud (2) ftom treiity. No act of the iudividiial iu the former case 
is Dei'essary otiior til an election to become a oitiKen.nsaatly manifested by continued 
doniiolle within the teiTitory coiii]iieroil aud incoriiorated. In the hitter i-aee it is 
necessary only for the individual to comply with the oonditions that the tri'aty may 
establish. Until negotiations have proceeded further it is impossible to determine 
whether the within applicant can avail himsolf of either of these methods. 

Applications for citizenship can not be acted opoii at the prcsimttinie; thoy could 
merely be receiveil and lileil. 

To his inquiry with regard to coasting trade privileges he was 
informed by cominanication as follows: 

In reply to your note of yesterday with iueloanre, I am dii'ected to state that the 
inclonnre granting the pennisHion of the Spanish tiovemmeiit to do ccitain acts as 
therein explainoif was mvoa July 5, last, prior to I'nitcd States' oooupatioii of tlie 
city and harbor of MaDila, and under conilltioiiH, both in this respeol an<l in »u far 
as the ontside ports of Lu:toii are concerned, which have materially clian^d. 

Since that time certain agreements have been entered Into lietivemi the renreHonta- 
tivesof the United States and Spain which tbe action coiitiemplated in Ihe inulosure 
would violate, and hence can not now be carried into execution. VoHselscan not be 
cleared from this port for ititorisland ports, nmlor the Norwegiau Hag. 

As regards the tobacco now in the npper country, it caa be broiii^it to this port 
by vessels of the Maritime Company, sailing under the American Jliig. That com- 
pany has two veSBols engaged in this trade which will be able to bring in all the 
tobacco grown in tin; upper provinces, and at uniform transportation rates to all 
owners concerned. The I'euus. nowdiio hero, will sail in about four days for Aparri, 
and the Salirniis, now en voyage for that port, will aoon bo ben^ and an soon as she 
can unload will return. Information has been obtained that the whole tobacco crop 
can be moved liy these two vessels and in snllicient time to pri'vent injury to the 

Your incio9ure is borewith returned. 

The sphere of United States action in the I'hilippines was now about 
to be enlarged. During the last interview with General Uios's staff 
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oliicer on the subject of iiiterisiaiid trade, alluded to in a former [lortion 
of tliis rei>ort, he submitted a proposition for tbe relief of the Spanish 
garrison at lloilo by our trooi)s, saying that General Kios would be 
pleased to turn that city over to the United States authorities and 
withdraw to Zaniboanga. The proposition was discussed, but immedi- 
ate action was not considered practicalile, and he was requested to 
convey to tbe general our appreciation of hia oftfer and to rejtort that 
permission would be sought to accept it as soon as the Taris treaty 
negotiations indicated unmistakably that the United States would 
succeed to tlie government of the islands. About December 13 a peti- 
tion was received, signed by the business men and tirnis of lloilo, ask- 
inji for American protection there. On December 14 I cabled to 
Washington tlie following: 

ll.'iiiliei'H mil! niercliniitH witli biislueM Iioiisi'k iit lloilo ]<etitioii Aiiierican protec- 
tion ikt Iluilo. »|iii[ii»!li authoritioK are alii) )j»IiUiig ont, but will receive irnited 
States troops, Insiirj^euts rtipoiieil t'avornble to Auierii'iiii aiiiiexKtioii. C'uii send 
troops. Sljull niiy action lie taken ? 

No resitonse was received until tbe 19tb of that month, when I was 
inl'ornied that the President and Becretftry were absent from Washing- 
ton, and that a consideration of my i|uestion would await their return, 
which would be sliortly. Appreciating the great desirability of secur- 
ing possession of tbia city, the second of the i'liili])pines in importance, 
I was anxious to receive an affirmative answer to my cable question of 
the 14th instant. It was reported that the Spanish trooi)s were hard 
pressed by tbe insurgents, who had nia^le an attack a few days previous, 
declaring that they would capture the town before the airival of the 
Aniericiins. It was also stated that tbe attack bad been repulsed, with 
a loss to the insurgents of MM men. 

The petition for protection whi(!b had been submitted by the business 
men ajipeared to me to furnish snfflcieut ground upon whicli to base 
intervention in their behalf, independent of specific instructions from 
Washington, and Itlierefore, in conference with Admiral Dewey, asked 
that one of his war vessels convoy troops wbicb I meditated sending to 
lloilo at once. This tbe Adinirui thought it not wise to do, as we were 
awaiting authority which had already been sought, and furthermore 
that be was of the opinion (ieneral liios would holdout. 1 shared with 
him this latter conviction and awaited directions. On December 23 
the following dispatch was received; 

WAsniKGTON, DeceinbfT .?J, 139S. 
Otis, Manila : 

Aiiswei'iiig j-iiiu' mesaaire. Dcceiiiliur 14, tlw I'rosidert directs tliat j-oii send uecea- 
sarj- troops to Jloilo, to pri^siTvi' th" peace ntiil jirotect life and i)roperty. It is most 
important tliiil tliere alionlU be no coiillici with tbe iusni'i;eiit». Ite conciliator;, 
but (inn. 

Uy otilor of tin' gecrttai-.v of W:n-. 

These instructions were conveyed to Admiral Dewey and I cabled 
tbe following: 

Manila, Demuber J!, 1S9S. 
Gcueral Rjos, 

OoverHor-General I'hitijipiiie Islands, IloUo, Paiiaii: 
A cotisideiftblo United StiitfS force, Army mid N.avj-, ivill leave Manila in two ot 
tlireci days, and its <y)uimauUitig {-etieral is ordered to' cont'ei- witli you at lloilo. 

f ni/Brt Slates MilHary Gorernor. 
This message was sent to Capiz, a northern point of the island of 
Panay, then the terminus of the cable, whence messages were tele- 
graphed overland to lloilo before the insurgents had destroyed the land 
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liDes. Cable iiiessagea were sent subsequently by special gunboats 
which reported for tliem at sliort intervals. The next morning the 
snperinteiident of the cable company snrprised nie with tlieiiiformiitioQ 
that two gunboats arrived at Capiz the day before, collected all tele- 
grams, and left for Iloilo at 3.35 p. m.; tbat my dispatch did not rea<'h 
the (table office tbere till 5.50 p. ni.; that the cable operator reported 
that lieneral Rios would leave Iloilo with all Spaniards for Lambagan 
the afberooori of the 24th, and would go to Manila by tlie end of the 
month. Eft'orta were immediately m:ide to cotmnnniuate by other 
means with General Kios before he could evacuate tlie city. A co.ast- 
ing vessel was secured, with whicli Ueu tenant-Colonel Potter, of tlie 
Engineer Ooips, was directed to proceed, and if possible communicate 
in person with General Hios, requesting that lie continue in jtosses- 
Bion of tlie city until tlie arrival of our troi)ps. Colonel I'otter 
departed on bis miNsi(ni tliat iiiglit and nothing was heard from hini 
until the morning of tlie 2Stli, wlien he returned, lie reported that 
Genenil liios had evacnated on the evening of the 24tli, thirty-nine 
hours before bis arrival; that he found the insurgents in possession of 
the city; that he had landed and held an interview with the consnl tor 
Great Britain, and tliat tlie town was quiet, Agninaldo's flag Hying, 
and that he could not reach any conclusions as to the probable results 
of (ieneral Miller's arrival; that be saw the latter on the evening of 
the 27th and reported to biin fully tin- situation as he had tbuml it. 
On the morning of the liTth 1 telegraphed Admiral Dewey, at Cavite, 
as follows: 

KotliinK from Colimi'l Tolter. Cnpi/ refiorts liavUi^ eepn vesasd iHIsliore laati 
eveuiiif! ami tliinks that puBuilitv iiisurirmit aiitbiirities liisri^ wmilil nut jierriiit 
lamlin^t. If I'otter r.^maiD^i at llnliu, Ificw still Ilu1i1« uut, SIhuiUI 1i,> arrive I.ere 
■witliin the next twelve hoiiiT, liios liiiB evacuated. 

I thereafter telegraphed Admiral Dewey the substance of two dis- 
patches as soon as delivered, which were as follows; 

Ii.on.o, Uecmil'er ~4. 
meat imlcrs iiut to xo to Mdiiila, where I sliall 
(ifliiee witli jour csceileiii'y will Imateil rnpa- 
triation. 

General Rros. 
Also, 

Steamer whieli arriveil yesterdaj at Capi' is Spaiiiah gimboat Elcano. Iloilo evac- 
natfldou tlie 24th. 

This last message was re(;eived from the cable company. I also tele- 
graphed the Admiral tbat "Colonel Potter not having reported, I am 
inclinetl to think that Spaniards still hold Iloilo," 1 then cabled the 
following : 
Adji^tant-Gbkehal, Wathivgfan : 

Iloilo ex])edition left last night. Reportc'l that Siwiuish forces ovmnated LMtli 
instant. Report not confirmeil.' (Jcneral Miller full viostniiteii, is to aelioii wliotiier 
SpariiBh fori'es there or not. Action to accord fully n itli ITesidt-jifs directions. 
Will cahle results as soon as possiljle. Expedition should reach llnilo to-morrow 
inorniiLfi. 

As soon as Colonel Porter had received instructions to proceed, as 
above indicated, the following was issued: 

General 0Ri>Kii8, J Hmjits. Dkpt. Pacikic ant' ICttinrn Aiimv (roiiPB, 

Ko.39. ( Manila, I', I., Ilecemb,r P.4, ISK. 

I.— Brig. Gen. Marcna P. Miller, U. S. V.. is iissigne.l to the commaud of the follow- 
ing named troops, vik: 

Light llattery (i, -Sixth U. S. Artillery. 

Eighteenth U. S. Infantry. 

Fifty-lirst Iowa Infantry. 
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And will proceed with them to Iloilo, ialiiiid of Pannj', by transports Xeicjioit, Ari- 
sona, aud I'tnuKglrania, nudpr Buch naviil escort as the rear-aiUiiiruIcommandiDg tbe 
Asiatic Squa^lron may fiiriiiah liini, and there execute the special iuittnictiona he will 
leceive from these ht-adqiturterx. 

Tito troops will constitute a sepurate hrigade within the meaning of the Seventy- 
third Article of War, to be kuowii and ,l,.Higniited — "■" »■"'■"' <'■--'->'■ u^.^.a. 
the Kighth Army Cor|>s, Thi'j will be c<]nip]ied ai 
liereafter to be isHneil indicate. 

The foll"wi:uj,'-iiaiiied oHiwrs will constitute the staff of llie First S.-parate 
Hrigade <>t the Kighth Army Corps; 

First Mi-nt. C. (i. Woochvanl, Third U. S. Artillery, aid, acting assistant 
ailjuti I at- general. 

Capt. John H. .lefi'ei'ey, U. 8. V,, <jiini'terinastor. 

Capf. C. H. KranthoH', commissiiry of siiljsis fence, U. S. V., commissary. 

Ma^. 10. R. Morris, brigade surgeon, (,'. S. V., chief surgeon. 

J(y command of Jiajor {ieneral Olis ; 

TilllMAS H. HAIillV, 

General Miller ami the Iowa reginieiit of volunteers biid recently 
arrived. Tlie regiment remaiiied on the tninsport jirpi)are(i for (lepar- 
ture. Light Battery U, Sixth liegimeiit 1'. S. Artillery and the 
Eigliteeiitli Itifantry had been directed to hold themselves in readiness 
for this exi)eetcd service. Carefully prejiared instructions were then 
issneil. of wbifh the following is a cojiy: 

ll|l.|CK I*. S. JlirCTAUY G.lVKIlM>lt, 
l[E.MIi;rA]!TKl{S DBI'AKTJIBSr rAflflC ANI> EllillTFl AhMV COPliS, 

Miiinia, I'. I., Ileeeiubfi- .:4, IHOS. 
l!rig. fieii. JiAiicrs P. Mii.lkk, V. P. V., 

f»H<r,iK«rfiJi(/ firnt t^rpanile llil;i«>lr, EiyUh Ar-n Voi-j". 
Sill: 111 obedience to the instructions of the Pn^sident of the United states, dated 
the tM\ instant, direi'linjr that troops be Kent to Iloilo, inland of I'anny. there " to 

S reserve tb« peace and prnti'i't life and property,'" your eonimand ha« been selected 
ir this lUity and haa been ordered to depart therefor on Momlay next, the :^6th 

Theme Inslrnctions cont^iin the folloning cautionary langnage: 

" It is most important that there shonld be no coudiit witli the inanrgcuta. Be 
concilatory, bnt llrm,'' 

When tiiey were given it was snpposed tiiat the Spanish fortes in Iloilo and in 
conllict with the insurgent inhabitants of the island would retain tlieir hold of the 
city nntil the arrival of Uniti-d States troops, when they would transfer all authority 
to the latter and peaceably evacuate. From cable dlB|iatches re<eivcd this morning 
fi'oin northern Panny, it is feared that ilie Spanish troops may snrrcnder the city to 
the insiirgenta before your arrivnl. in which event jour ilnties will become more 
complicated ami will rc<|uire delicate and Bklllfiil uotion for Buccessl'ul prosecation. 
However, every possible precantionnry measure has been taken to retain the Spanlsb 
forces there. Yesterday a cablegram was sent to northern I'aiiay, the limit of tele- 
ernphlc communication with Iloilo, adviwing tlie comuianditig general of those 
forces of your early departure for thitt port, and this evening a fast vessel will be 
dispatched carrying tbi* Hume inf<irmation, lint it is possible that these measures 
may fail to accomplisli desired results. 

In the event of yijur arrival at Iloilo prior to the departure of the Spanish troops 
theretVom, yon will commiiuicate with tbeir comniaiidiug general, inviting bim, id 
accordance with an existing mutnal nuilerAtanding, to then remove his lorces. to 
permit yon to take I'ormal possession of the city and thereupon with bis consent you 
will proceed to ooi^npy the same with your command. If, on the contrary, yon Hud 
the city ta ha ill the iiossession of the iiisnr^rciits, yon will proceeil with great cau- 
tion, avoiding all manifestation of meditated forcible actiou and tiudne display of 
force. Von will place yourself in comniiniiuation with the iuHnrgeut authorities 
thn)UKli tho representative men of Iloilo, wUoni you will tahe from Manila with yon 
ouyoiir voyage, and who will use their best endeavors to bring to a successfnldeter- 
miiiation any dilHculties which may present themselves. You will make known to 
tbe inhabitants thepiti-p<iseof the i'nited States, wbjch, having sncceeded to all tho 
rights of Spain in the Philippine Islands, niider treaty stipulations following con- 
quest in the Kasteru and Western bcmispberes, intends to establish among them an 
edicient and most stable form of government which shall fnlly protect then) in all 
their pi'ivate interests and liberties, in which they shall have representation, and 
which will secnre for them increasing and abundant prosperity. As a slight proof 
of yonr declared intention, yon will release nnto them the Spanish native soldiers 
sent here by tho S]>anisli Governmeut, who, through the etfortsof the United States 
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autliorities, will lie vi'turiied to tlieir lioiiies in I'miay, wliu will .Ti^cimipiiiiy j-on aiid 
Klio ore grateful for tbe sniioivisiou ivblfli tlinse aiithoritii'S have csertiscd over 
tbem. You will llnd tlie represeotntiTe iieuple uf Iloilo n Hiiperior class and amena- 
ble to reason, anil II isliuIioTed tliat they will place coufidence in tliefaitb and good 
intenlions of the ruited States aud wdf ac'cordyon a uiost t'avoralile reception. No 
miiliie baste will be made and tbe rights of yonr (Jovetiiment will lie tnlly made 
Itnowu and insisted upon, t'oiitliot betweou troopswillbeavoidnilniilossit buc'omes 
necBBaary for dufeuNe. Should yon be able to etfect a landing na a result of j-our 
negotiation a you will diseniburk only a siifllcieiit iiovtion of yonr command ti> enb- 
eerve preaeiit purpiieea — thi; rfuiainilur being held on trunHjiortH nwiiil.iii); fnrtlier 
instructions. Ijhould you not be able to effe<:b a, biniling wittanot conHiet, yon will 
bold your I'oTces on your tran^portH in the vieiuity of Iloilo and await Inrtber 
dlreetions from these headqnarterB. Hut in all these luatters you must bo governed 
to a great I'xtent by your ovvu good .iudgiuont afti;r a careful dellborntiou upon con- 
ditions, liaving In view tbe instruetious of the I'residcnl of tlie L'nitod States to 
avoid nruiod rupreKsion. 

Tbe governtnent which yon are called upon to establish at Iloilo will be one of 
military occupation. I'poi) taking possession it will be your dntj' to insiu' an order 

troclaiiuiug sueh a government witlitn tbo territory oi'cupii'd or oojitrolleil by the 
inited States forces nuclei' your tomiiutiid. The municipal laws of the territory uccn- 
jiied, each as affect private rights ol' persons and property and provide for the pun- 
ishnient of rrime, are to be cimsiilered as continuing in fori-e so far iia uompatible 
with the new order of things, unli'ss siispendod or sapersednd by proper militiiiy 
authority. Tbe judges and other otHcials connected with the admin islrutton of these 
laws may, if they accept the anthority of the iriiiled iStatcs, continue to administer 
the ordinary law of the la.u[l as botweiin man and man, Imt under the an)i<'rviMion of 
the said military aiitborities. The local courts thuH continileil in power shall not, 
however, exercise jurisdiction over it ny crime orolfense oommlttivl by any person 
belonging to the Army of the rulteil States, or any retainer of the Army, or 
person serving with it, or any iierson furnishing or transpoi-ting army supplies, nor 
over any crime or oll'ense committed on either of thesntiie by any inhabtlant or t«m- 
porary resident of said territory. In sucli cases, except when conrts-martial have 
cognizance, Juriadiction to try and punish is vesteit in military commissions and 
provost court* whieb will lie convened (by yon) from time to time as occasion may 
reiinire. 

]''"r the purpose of providing for the prompt pnnishnient of crime in ciises where 
the civil I'onrts may mil, from whatever cause, tlie militai'y counnisaioiia and pro- 
vost courts will, in addition to tlie exercise of powers iilicivu indicated, be vested 
with jurisdiction concurrent with tbe eivll courts t.ii hear and determine all crimes 
and otfcnaos committed by inhaliitnnts or temporary residents witliin the limits of 
United States occupation. Of these crimes and ofl'enses, those wliioh ai'e oapitnl and 
anch others aa yon may desire to ri'ftn' to it will be brought to trinl l>efore a military 
commission, and those which are not eiipital, which may be ndci|nately punished 
within the punishing powers of jn'ovoat vourta, may be rcA'rred to them fur trial. 
Trials by civil courts, however, will he preferred where there is satisfactory reason 
to believe that Jastioc will be done. 

In all sentences imposed by militiiry com mi as ions and provost courts the pnr.ish- 
ments awarded shall conform, as far as possible, in characloriind degree to the laws 
of the United States, or of either of the States, or to the customs of war. The pro- 
ceedings of military commissions after Iwingai^ted upon by yon will be forwarded 
to these liead<|uai'tcrs for the action of the commanding general. The panishmeut 
awarded by provost courts shall not exceed continement, witli or witbonthard hilior, 
for a period of one year or u fine of $1,000 or botli. The sOQleiioes of thexe courts 
do not re'inire approval, but may bo mitigated or remitted by yon. Cophtsof orders 
on these subjects^ the provisions of which control the action of the military courts 
established m thiseity, will be fnrnishedyonfor yonrinformatioti anil guidance and 
for application under conditions similar to those prevailing here. 

It will bo necessary for you to create a government for the determination of city 
affairs under the direct supervision of a provost -marshal, to appoint oRicers and 
assistants for the collection and caru of revenue, and to conduct postal all'aii's. The 
customs regulations in force here will be applied by you at Iloilo, and anolheer con-, 
nected therewith has been directed to report to you for a]ipointment as eolleotor of 
cnstoms, who will he provided with copies of all customs regulations and the nec- 
essary blank forms. You will bo furnished with the requisite asaistaailB, thoroughly 
supplied, to establish upon your arrival all necessary mail facilities, and you will 
apply In this department the postal laws of tbe United States Government. 

Iloilo is an important point of entry, and to seizure competent aid for duty in con- 
nection with the port yon will consult Ca]>tain Dyer of the Navy, conmiaoding officer 
of the Jlallimore, which escorts your transports, who has a thorough practical 
acquaintance with such matters. 
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lu eBttUjlishiiLi; yoiir ;nJriiii]istratifn you will coneuit various ordui'n anil regula- 
tions soveniing all llieso siilijects at this jiort— niiikiiig your ai'tiims ooulorm thereto 
in all cKeeiitiai jiartieiiJai's. Xo furtlier iiistnictiotiB i-an be given yuu. JJncli tnnat 
dupHiKl iijioji your tact nnil disci'otiuii and .voar ubility to meet vavyiug ciroumHtancce 



r, HLoulit yuii fail to seizure n peaceable entry into-tlie city, 



l"OU ii'ill report fully your proiecdingB to tbi:80 htaifij uarters and reiiiieat lurtliet 
ify coniuiaiid of Jlajor-Gciiei-al Otis: 



Oil tbe evening of Geni'ral Miller's tlepaiture tlie following was also 
furnished liim: 

Unions. Dki'T. PACirii-' AND Eicinii AiiMY Cimrs, 

Miiiiili', J'. /., December Sr,, ld9S. 
Brig. Ocii, SI. I'. JliLi.Kii, U. S. v., 

CommittiiVin'j J-'irst i^eparate lirigaile, Kiijhih Army Corps. 
8iit: 1 Hill directoil by tlie nji^jor-geueral coui man ding to liiruisli you with the fol- 
lowing inslnictiolis; * 

In case tlio Spanish fViroes liavc evacuated Iloilo, you will, on a)ipvoa(.'hiQg that 
city, keen your traiiBiiortB Arhoiiit anil J'tviiegleania well to the ri'»r and beyond the 
view of the iiilmbitantH of Hollo, ;md tou vrill take into tlii' Il<iilo waters your nnval 
CBi'orts, the Jialiimore and Callao, and the tiHusjiort vcsaf 1 l.'tiion, cui whirli are the 
native r-jiaiiiBii troops, wiili your vessel, tbe Xcirpati, Voii will make known to the 
inSHi-Keiit authorities tlio ob>ft iil' LHiigiiig the laigo lorc'e with you, whlvh Is. viz; 
To tiike iioBecBsiini o;' otbor pints in the isliimls, if conditions ami ciicnnr* — 
favoi'aI>Ie, but that it maybouecossary to keep troops at Iloilo until dclin 
tions poneeniiug ottjer ])ovts of tlio lajauds are received from WasbiDgtou 
\ery respoctfiill.v. 



(ieuera! Miller, in coiiniiainl, escorted by tlie XT. S. S. liaJtimore, 
sailed on tlie evening of tlie 2()tli, aud as Colonel Potter did not return 
until tlie morning of tlie liStli, we were witliout any information for 
thirty-sis hours. In the nioaiitime reports were brought that Agui- 
naldo hiul expressed satisfuctioii with tb« situation, as lighting would 
certainly cnniuience at Iloilo upon the landing of our troops, which 
would excite the natives in Luzon to active hostilities. He bad issued 
orders, it was intiiimted, to oi)p()se landing, but feared that a consicler- 
able force of Tagalos sent there would not be in time to participate. 
It was alterwiirdfi learned that tliejie special insurgent troops did not 
reach I'lvnay until IJeceinber 2!), 

In the foregobig instructions mention is made of representative meti 
of Iloilo and Spanish native soldiers, whom (.ieueral Miller was directed 
to take with biin, the tirat to assist in making the object of the [JDited 
States known and the latter in x»'oof of good intentions. Tiie soldiers 
referred to were sent by General Hios to Manila for discharge from the 
Spanish military service, without permission or warning. Tbeywereaboiit 
200 of a lot Tinmberiug (iOO or 700, ami were Visayana belonging mostly 
to Painiy, isbile tlie remainder were Tagalos. They were discharged 
upon arrival in tbe harbor, thongb not paid off, as the Spanish author- 
ities jileaded lack of sullicicNt public lands, and request was submitted 
to jieruiit them to land in tbe city. After much deliberation, it was 
decided to land such of them as desired to remain in Jvukou on the 
northern shore of Manila Hay, and to send to Panay those who desired 
to go south. Tbe L*00, who were accompanied by their families, elected 
to go south. They were placed upon a Govern meiit transport, rationed, 
each given a small amount of money from tbe public fui>ds, and departed 
for tlieir homes with General Miller's command. The representative 
business men bad come up from Iloilo a sliort time before for tbe pur- 
pose, as they asserted, of arranging matters with the Americans so that 
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there might be a peaceful solution of aflfswra. Tliey were introduced 
by some of the native citizens iu whom confidence was placed, and 
expressed themselves as desirous of having the United States troops 
go to Iloilo, and to accompany them iu order that they might prevail 
upon the people to receive them withont opposition. These men were 
intelligent and apparently very much in earnest, and General Miller, 
who ivas present at the last conference, shared fnlly ray opinion as 
to their honesty. He took tliem with him on his own transport and 
gave the best accommodations the vessel oifered, free of charge. Upon 
arrival at Iloilo, he sent them into the city to prepare tlie way for him 
and they were ween no more. He laTided the discharged native Roldiers 
on the i'anay coast, and it is believed that they Joined the insurgent 
ranks withont tiiking n\uch time for i wui^ld emtio n. It was subse- 
quently ascertained that while temporarily sojourning in Manila one of 
tiiese re])resentative men ^piietiy visited Malolos, and received Agni- 
naldo's orders, whicli he carried with him to his i)eople. 

Lieutenant-Oolotiel Pottei, when returning from Iloilo, had met the 
command of General Miller ainl Inwl reported the situation to him when 
some distance nortli, off tlie I'anay coast. Upon receiving his report, 
and being ignorant of Gt-ncnil Miller's movemeuts, I returned liim at 
once «ith the following instrucLions: 

IlDQlW. l)Kl-[. I'ACn-lC' A\J> l:i.;HTri AliMV C.iirs, 

Aliiuila, /'. /., lUTfnilicr j.s, IS.'IS. 
Brig. Gou. MAncL-s P. :Mii.i.1!:ii, r. S. V., 

Commanding Firti Separate IWiijaSe, lUglilh Armg Coi'p*, Hullo, I'. I. 

Silt; Lieiiti'iiii.iit-Coloiii-IPotri'rliaH.iiixtiirrivcil aridreiiurleiUlii'sittiittionat lloiio. 
He reporta tbo evaoiiatioii of the city liy t)io ^j|»lllistl I'nivt-s, »tii1 tliiil tlu' iiiBiirijeats 
nre in full poBst'KHiou; he fiinhiT ri'iiortH t\\aX those aiithniltieH wureaiitii'iiiniiu^ 
your lurivnl, and tliiit there wns n widely iji-eviiiliii;! senlitiivtiti in tiiecity in favor of 
receivinfi your fiiri*eB without rfslstuiirc. All of thii4,^n1u]ii!l I'otter iiirorinvd me, 
he uiiiilc known to you when he i-on8nlt<i<l yuii yestenluy on Nin rctnrii trip. 

To niei-l this state of nffuira yniii instniutionH ne«il iiiiiiUlii-atioi), iilthoiifjli it ia 
beliiyed that you will f^rasp Ihn xitiuition iiti preHuiited ttiiil lie govenieil by conditions. 
Yonr Instructions liiil you to he oouriliiitory hut finii, iiiii1,nirthoT, that you will not 
make imy great display of force, hat siM^k to !;ain poasciainn of the oity through 
peacenhle ncguliatious, not exnTciain^ undue lirixte; tiiat should ytm fail to secure a 
peaoeahic entry Into the oity yon will report fnlly your proceedings to tliese head- 
qnartnrs nnd reqneHt furthi'r Itistviu^tions. 

By lirniiieBs and conciliatory notJoii It iif believed that you will be aide to laud yonr 
ibrcewlthoiit condint, but you will make a>i strong a display of the Name na posaildn, 
landinjr tbnni and taking poHfl«ssion of the cily fon-ibly, if more piicitio nieiisures are 
witbotit avail. It is, of conrsc, neoeBS.try now, in this Ktageof the proceed ju^h, to 
occupy Iloilo, (ind the maniiev of doing so uiitst bi: h'ft to your discretion, avoiding 
conflict )f possible, Imt acceptln;; It if neceHxary to aci^omplinh the object. 

Infomiatiou received here is to the effect that the insurgefit f<ircrs are weak in 
strength even when united— that thoy are not tinited, hnt are divided in their senti- 
ments toward the ITnited States lioveninient, tlie majority being fl'iendly disposed. 

No further iiistmctions i-tin be given yen, and f here In no disposition to licuit your 
discretionary action. Conduct afijiirs in ao<ordanco with the demands of the hitua- * 
tion, having iu view abvays the neeessity of oocu]iying the city with yonr troops. 

Colonel Potter will return at soon us yon riport to him the situation, unless yoii 

taken or action which yoit mcilit;ite. 

Very respectfully, ]■;. s. Otis, 

Mnjor-V.cMral, U.S. V., CommamU"'!. 



Since writing the above I aiii in recciiit of mforioatioii from tJic .Malolos novern- 
ment, wliii'b was fjathercd yesterday. Its former nibiiii't ri'si(;iicd :\ few days ago 
becuuRo of its inability to aifriie with .Aguiualdo and hin conlidonti,il advisers. A 
new provisional cabinet hii« lii-cii .ippointoil, consiHtinsr of men hostile to American 
annexation, among whom are a niuniier of army oflicers. These moci aro closely 
watching the results of your expedition oud greatly hope that you will be obliged 
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to vise force to gain Iloilo. They think that conflict there wonli) inspire the people 
here to take up anus agaitiat the Americaus, It is therefore still quite necessary to 
avoid force if jou can do so and still sncceed. 

K. S. 0X18, 
Major-General, eie. 



HDfiRS, Ukpt. Pdcii'ic AND Eighth Armv Conps, 

Manila, V. I., December £S, 1S9S. 
Lieut. Col, C. L. PoTTEH, 

Chief Enyi-iieer <lgii:eT, Depai-lment I'acifie and Ei'jhth Armg Corp). 
Hir: SiDCU delivering to you inatrnotions for Genernl Miller, I am in receipt of a 
diBpatoli from Admiral Dewev saying it is not practicahle to send the Callno to 
lloilo, itnd be fuitlier thinks the ]>roper tbiug now to do In to recall the expedition, 
as the insiirgetits are in full possessiou iind will probiibly not give up tritliout a 
fight, rhie e^nresBion of view im the part of tlie Adtniiiil only coufirms niy view 
tbut yoii sliontd une every poasilile means of couciliatiun, and etill I am not of the 
belief that the e.ipeilitiou c:tn be retiinieil. ISettertliat we leave tliu war veMel and 
a sniitll force to contW)nt lloilo anil scatter the forcc'to other porta iu the southern 
iahinds, where trooiis are very wnch needed at the presc'Ut time. You will thei-efore 
iuforui Gi'ueial Miller to be jirovenied hy tliese vii'ws as nearly iia possilile. I will 
try and send fiirtlK'r information iu regiird to the conditiouof the islands to-morrow 
or iiext day. Notwithatauding all this, 1 still hold to my view that lloilo must be 
taken. 

Very respectrully, E. S. Otis, 

Major- Geaei-af, U. S. I'., Connuauding. 

Lieuteiiaiit-Coloiiel I'ofter sailed as soou !IB lie liail received these 
iiistriictioDs. I liien cabled to the Adjutaiit-(ieiieral of the Army such 
iiif'ormiittoii as I had obtained from lloilo, adding in my dispatch that 
I could not arrive at (■oiiclusions as to results, and would not hear from 
there for four days, as cable eomniuiiicatiou had been destroyed; that 
the S]>anish forces had evacuated all stations iu the southeru islands, 
except Zaniboauga, by orders, as they asserted, ft-oui Madrid. Ou 
December 30 I cabled Washington that — 

All military stations outside of Luzon, with the exception of Zunihoaiiga, turned 
OTei' hy l^pnuiards to inhabitants, wlio may he denomiuiited iiiMurgeuts witli more 
or less hostility to the United States. Some points we ran take witliont friction, 
and could have taken nearly all outaide of Iaixod iieaceahly before the 23d and 24t1i 
of the month, when Spain witluti'ow her forces witbunt our linowledgi'. Am wiiitiue 
to liciir results from lloilo, and nm mcditiitiii^ action in ialands of l.eyte, 8amar, and 
Celni. in all of whirh l.QMm inaurgcnts have been at work for several months, Con- 
ditiKn.i liere at Manila and character of iu]i»l>itauts nut understood in the I'uited 
States. l.iarge unuiher of insnrgent troops Htill in the Jii'lil, soattercd thronsbont 
Luzon provinot^B. and nbimt 0,OOU oiitshlc this city, which oontaina large niimher of 
synipatliiyerH, who have thrcnt^'oed nprisiuf;. Former insurj:cnt cabinet dieriipted, 
provisional one liirmsd, eonKioting mostly of irresponsible men who demand com- 
plete indi'jiendencc and war with United ('tat^s. The sibuation reqiiirea delicate 
manipulation, and our troojis here can not I>e widely scattered at ]iresent. Great 
majority of men of pro]ierty deaire aniiexiilion, others seek personal ndvaneeuent 
and plnnder, promim's of wliiub hold Insurgents togothei', hnt already innch disaiitis- 
faction in ranks and ennllii'ta with inhahilunls in middle pro vinoes. Will report 
furtlier in a few days. Am in consnltutinii with Admiral I)i-wey, now engajced in 
efforts to slop shipment of inBur<!ent arnls frcun (Jhina and Japan throngh meditated 
eoiKure. We will probably send another force aonth within a short time. 

General Miller's first report was received at these headquarters on 
the luoniing of l>eceuiber 30, and was as follows: 

Hin;ns. PiiisT liiiJiiADB, Eiiini'M Ahmy Ci>ni>a, 

OX BlIAHI) TltAN^I'UliT NKWI'ORT, 

Jloilo IlBibor, r. 1., December JS, 1S9S—3 p. m. 

Drpnrtmciit of the Pacific and Eighth Army Corps, 
S[u; I liave tlie honor to report that my command an'ived in the harbor of lloilo 
about 10 a. m. to-day. Tiie Arizona and renHiglcania were left at I'oint Lnzaros, 30 
niilcB away. The llallimore and ^'rit-port anchored oil' the city. 
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Ad iiiA of tlLc roDiuianiliuu general, ALirtJu DeJ^.ido, imniodiateiy reported abonrd 
desired tc 



my Hhip. I gjne biui nn interviow. Ho reported tbat tlie comma] id iiig general 



Hiding officer 

and the people of Iloilii tbe objett of my visit, and would send the letter over. 
Accordingly, Lient. M. K. Karroll, Third Artillery, auil two volnntecr aids nnd tlio 
commission went to visit the coinniaudiiii; general. 'I'hey wem mot hy a SDbcom- 
mlttee, of the oomnitttee of wbi<-h R. Lope/, was president. General Dclgiido being 
present. My aidx nave them my letter (a copy inclosed). They wanted to Icnow of 
Lieutenant liartoll almost at the very lirst nlietlier he had any {nstmctioiia for 
them Jtoni Agninaldo. He answered no; but thiit the instrnctions were from Mnjor- 
Geoer.il Otis, commanding tbe Philippine Ishiiids United Stales farres. After 
rendioK the letter they clalmt^d that tli<-y ha<l no power to act in crises afleoting 
thviv Inderal goveinmeat, bnt iironiised to meet me on my ship to-morri>\v afternoon. 

Wlicn ne entered their ling was Hying from two places in tbe city. At H p. m. to- 
day it nils not Hying. 1 prosnme this was because luy hotter claimeil the anthority 
of the SpiiDish Gorenimeut over Iloiln, iis it was abaiidoued by tbe Spanish troopa. 

They were polite, lint I think ttiem ilctemiiued not to ^ive na control, exirept we 
iise force, when they will yield without much fifjhting. They havo taken charge of 
the piiBtom.houBe and poat-ofllce. I'hey know that onr tiDop ships arc off Point 
Lnzaron, therefore I ordered thftn in lo-nigbt — not nearer tJiau 6 tuiles. 

The city ia qniet, but the white citizens, uKpecially Amertennn, arc afraid. Their 
force is eatimaled at 800 wcjl-arnied men, 1,000 bndly armed nien, and 1,0<I0 men with 
gnnM, pikes, etc.; ammnnitioii not supposed tii bo ahnndant. 

I am told now tbat the members of tbu commission uro at^aid to express au opinion 
in our favor. The fact tbat tbeii' people are in poswssiou of tho city has changed 
the views of tbe iminy wavering injcs. Tbe longer tiiey remuin in posseseion oolleut- 
ing cnstoins, running post-ollires, the more they will be conlirmed in the L(l<'a that 
they can do it. I sbouhl recommend (bat force lie used at once, in which case 
I desire the CnUaa, or some other light-draft bo.it, mid the California heavy 
artillery buttaliou sent down till tlio place is taken. With the forces now here and 
that in addition I would not exprct to lire a single shot, as the native troops would 
move out. I will keep yon inforwed. 
Very respectfully, 

M. P. MlLLHIt, 

Eiigadkr-deMeral, l'. S. I'., CwwiiHriJirfin/; First Separate brigade. 

Tlie following is a copy of the iuclosiire roferreil to in tho above com- 

muDication : 

llEA!"(L'AHTi;il.S I'Ni.ST UifKiAriK, Kir.HTII Ahmy Coitl'8, 

0.\ Hoaki. TnANfir.ii!T NKwroitr, 

Jloilo I/iirbor, P. I., Dicemlttr S8, ISOS. 

COMMANIMSG OFKICKF: OF Tlir THOOPS AT 11.011.0, ISLAND Ol' pANAY, 

AND TIIH PKOI'1,1! Ot'" Il/ULO AND TIIK ISLAND OF I'ANAT; 

'lere nndcr an order of the 

.. by Major-Geueral Otis, cor_ __..„ 

II the Philippine Islands. It is accompanied by 

iiBore, sent by ■■—=—' ■•>- '^- 

United States sr|uailron in these Asiatic waters. 

When these orders were communicated to me it wns sup]iosed tbat the troops of 
Spain were still in possession at lloilo, and that tbe tninsfor of possctssiou and gov- 
ernmental authority would be hy them to repieaentatives of tho Government of the 
United States, which has succeeded, hy virtue of conquest supplemented by treaty 
stipulations, to all the rights heretofore exercised hy Spain in these islands. Upon 
arrival I find that the city of lloilo is in the re])oi-ted possession of native troops. 
Tbe intention of this letter U to place myself in communication nith those now 
exercising authority at Dollo, with tbe view to the acGoniplisbmoot of my mission 
to this place as above indicated. 

This coiiminnicntion will be handed yon by my aid, Lieut. M. K. ISaiToll, Third 
Artillery, who is aciompiinied by four geiiileuien, former rcsiiletits of lloilo, who will 
make known to you more in detail the puri>OHi>s of tbe presence of my coinninud at 
this place. 

There accompanies my commanil on the stoaumliip Uuioii certain Spanish soldiers, 
n.itivea of the island of Pana, whom it is my purpose, at :i later date, to raleasi' with 
the privilege of retnrning to their homes, an act whicli it islinned willheintorpretect 
as an evidence of the good will of tlio major-general coniiDiiiiding in the Philippines, 
under whose orders I am acting. 
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shall be jil eased t< 



JJ. I'. JIlLLBH, 
BHii/ulier'tieneral, U. S. V., 
('mamauilimj First Separate Jlriyade, E'njkth Jimg Corps. 

General Miller's second report, dated December 30, and forwarded by 

a merchant vessel, is as follows; 

HEAIXlTMRTEnS FrItST Sul'AnATP, BurOADK. 

Os IlOAKi) TnASpi'f)UT NenroRT, 
Hollo Harbor, I'. I., December .^0, 1S98. 

AD.U-TAN-T-GKNERAL liKI'ARTMEST Or TlIK PACIFIC AND EIGHTH ABMV CORPS. 

Sir; I want to rejiovt tliat n comnjitteeof people having civil control of the city 
of Iloilo, auil claiiiiiug :ileo control of tlio islniid, met me liera.resteiylny at 6 |i. m., 
anil OKnin olniiiiiML tliiit tlier could not turn <)ver tbo coulrol of jtoilo tii m.v coiiimaud 
without conmiltliiK Aguinaldo, Sliould tlie^ agree (o tlo it their lives oud property 
would he ill dftiigor. After it lonj,' talk, settinji; forth the intention of oar Govevn- 
nitut, explHiiuiiRtha kiml of government, audremlin}! totL('me!:tractsof yoni' letter 
of inBtrtictious iu reference to tlie Bitine matter, I told them there was uo tiiuo to 
consult Af;uii>ald(i iinil my deiiiiinil was tlint the President nf the l'uit«d States, aa 
snccessor to tlie ri^rhts of ijjiiiin in these isliinilH, ri'iiuireil them t-o turn over the con- 
trol of tlii^city of lloihi. I then ashed them directly: " Should ive land would yon 
meet ns with armed reMisi;iui-i' '." Tlie.v uoiilil not nnawer that ([nestion, I nslied 
tlieni if ttiey wimhl not have tlieir ti'oope uinrch out of the city and permit un, their 
friends, to move in without reKintauce to-morrow, the Slat instant. They reqnested 
time to consult with the committee that they represented, promising to return with 
a delinite reply at noon, December 30 (to-day). 

Lieuli'iiant-Coloin'l I'otler, corps engineer. Arrived here yesterday evening with a 
leitei- 111' inBtructioiiR lYom yon to me. It iw iiij' intention to laud troops iii twenty- 
four hours, alter having served notice on the foreign eonsiile of tho city aud the 
people to Ihnt ell'ect. 

The estimate of armed native trootis to-day is 3,500, whii are said to lie massed in 
the city anil at Jnro and Molo, and si:!: or seven thonsand 1'runi tlie monntains armed 
willi liolus, who are massed at tlie bhuu' ]ilace8. 

I think I nhnuld have the Twcntielh KauNsa Regiifient sent to mo as soon ns possi- 
ble; 20,000 rounds of .15 caliher ammunition for Gatliu^ ^tins should lie supplied. 
Two Held mortars (3.6 iuehes), with ei|nipments and supply of ammunition, should 
lie Ei'ut lo me at onee. 

1 forward this eommunicatioii bv the steamer Union. 

M. P. Miller, 
Itrujai.ner-<lmaal, U.S. I"., foi«maw<ii«;/ Ilrigade. 

General Miller's next report is dated December 31, aud was received 
on January '1, It is as follows: 



DKI'AliTMBN-r OV THK PAflFIC, 

ilaniln. P. I. 

Sir: I have Just cnncluded second eonfereuoe wi 
native Koverument at Iloilo. They sutiuiitted i 
here with. 

This communication was siipplemoiited by verlial statements that if we insisted on 
landing our troops, but without in'ms and as IVieuds, lliev ronld not answer for the 
attitmio of tho people, bnt that tho army would endeavor to restrain the people. If 
wo landed in force they would not imswer for attitude of either aruiy or people. 
This moans, plainly, armed resistance to luir liinding. 

A large number of native troo|i8 have been bronght to the citv tritbin the past 
t)iirty'Si\ houm. lieet estimate 12,000, 2,500 of which are arme'd with rilles, the 
romiiiudflr being armed with holos only. Their ammunition snpply reported limited. 

The situation is further cotiipliciited by petition of Iloilo merchants, representing 
the larger part of mercantile interests there, copy of which lind herewith. 

I nuderstand, (ieuoral, that it was at the request of many of the parties signing 
this petition for protection of life and property iit floilo that this expedition was 
organised and dispatched to this point; that their request was largely its justifica- 
tion. Their present attitude contradicts their previous petition iu a measure, and 
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as tije BJtiiation, if forcecl by me hy a, Inadiiigof United States troops, promises great 
loss of life among non combatants and destructiou of private property at lloilo, I 
bave deeuied it best to delay compliance with my orders tor a siifiioieiit time tocom- 
tnunicata tlie above in formation to yon and receive your instructions. I am fnrtbec 
inHucnced lo tbis deiay becanse of tbe fact that before malting the fonnidabie attack 
upon lloilo tioTF necessary, it would be iucnnilii'nt npou me to give the usual notice 
looking to tbe removal of nouconibatants to points of safety. 

1 entertain no doubt of my ability to tnki^ am! bold lloilo with my present force, 
bnt in view of excitement prerailing among inbabitantH of tlie city and island as 
reported to nie, and the hirgo number of people assembled iu tbe city, it might bo 
prudent to send an aiiditioual reeimont t" this point. 

Two steam launches suitalileTor towing rowlioats for nso iu lauding troops aie 
much needed. 

Very respectfully, M, P. Miller, 

Brigadier-General, Comyiiauding. 

TbeiucloBure reads: 

ITtaualatiun of tliu letter from Presiilcnt Loiirj, nf llii- fcilisral Bnveiiiniiiil of Bisuvaa, to General 
SlilicT.I 

Grxtiral: I'pon tbe return of your commissioners lost night we determined atid 
discussed in ade&uito manner the situation and the attitude of tbis reason of Bisayas, 
in I'cgard to its relations and dependence upon the central govt'Cinnent of Ijid^ou ; 
and in view of what thttse eonmiissiouers bave inauifeeted, I Lave tbe honor to notify 
j'on tlmt, in conjunction with the people, the army, and <'ommittee, we insist ii]ion 
our pretension not to consent, in our jiresent situation, to any foreign interference 
without express orders from the central government of IjU^on, upon which we Ktate 
onee more that we depend, and witti which we are ono iu ideas, as we have Ueen 
until now in sarrilices. 

Tlierefore, if yon insist on your sidci upon disembarking your forces, this is our 
final attitude. 

Mftv God give you, etc. 

lloilo, December 30, 18it8. 

K, Low./., 

Preiident. 

n-e ."jeeretarii. 
To General Mii-LKR. 

The petition of mercliants bore the signatures of the leading business 
men of lloilo, was of date December 2'j, and read as follows i 

General .Mii.i,F;it, 

Cammiindi»!i I'liitcd Statei Forces, Hollo Bog: 
We, the undersigned morcbanlH of Jloilo, beg you to fake into consideration our 
lar^e interests and the probable result of a conllict with the natives, which in iiiir 
belief would seriously prejuilice and liai'in the trade of these islands fur ^eitrs to 
come. Wc ask you "to consider the orders they have received from their chief, 
Agnirtaldo, of Matolos. 

General Miller further reported on same date {probably a later hour 
of the day) that the sitnatioii remained unchanged, excei>t it was 
rumored that liOO armed men arrived at lloilo tVorn Kcgros, lie eon- 
tinned: 

I this inorninc;rri(|uosted the comliianding ollleer of the /.■nfd'nioi'n, if compatible 
with Ills instructions, to talto such nioasures as ho doomi-d necessary lo prevent tbe 
entrance of vchsuIs carrying; iirniiMl men into the Hollo lUvor. I [c happimed in after 
I got my letter written, and I brought the sniijcct up. t)riilly lie iiilunned me that 
he bad no rijrbt to do mis ; that under his inntrni^tions he does not feel aulbotined 
to eommeni^ the attack, and aets in defense of our expedition only. 

Tbi- insurgents have occnjiied an old stiir fort at the ]ioint of the peninsula, the 
site of lloilo, the iiiv of which sweeps beaebes on which we propose to land. My 
troops have got to cominonee the attack j I therefore shall put a mounbiin and gat- 
ling gnn in boats and open fire on tlieir fort and a storehouse near it fliled with 
troops, at 2,500 yards, tlnis inviting the captain of the llallimore to help defend ns 
by attacking the enemy to tbe best rtlect. 

We are aware that on the successful accompli sbmont of this contest depends the 
future speedy yielding of insurrectionary movements in the islands. Tbe insurgents 
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Very resnei;! fully, 

M. P. Miller, 

}SriaUftur-<!r»ei-al, V. N. !'. 

The excitement in Manila, nad Malolos over this Hollo attiiir became 
i-apidly mote intense and manifested itself id unmistakable signs of 
danger to tbe still languishing peace sLouid an attack be made by our 
troops upon that city. Aguinaldo's government was uow in lull pos- 
session ol' very radical men, the majority of whom desired war in any 
event, and it was in a great mciisnre dominated by his army. These 
men desired some immediate action on the part of the L'njted States 
by which they might be able to arouse the opposition of the inhabitants 
against its troops, and anticipated hostilities at lloito agipeared to tlieni 
to olfer the desired material. 

1 had also incidentally heard from Iloilo that General Miller would 
probably meet with insurgent opposition should he attempt to make a 
landing there. Knowing the great desire of the United States Govern- 
ment to maintain peace by all honorable means, maturely considering 
the situation in Luzon which had bi-en so(|mcklydevelo|ied, meditating 
the. tninsler later of more loops to lloilo when the nnnatnral e.\citeraeut 
shunid he allayed, and an opjiortunity presenting itself to conimmii<'ate 
with Genera) .Miller by a British mau-of-war, whose captain courteously 
ottered to take any messiige 1 might desire to seud, 1 sent on the even- 
ing of December 2!l the following liastily prejiarcd connnunication: 

lirii(Rs. IH;i'T, Tacii-k; anij Kii;ht[i Akmv ('oe{!>s, 

.Uoail«. r. I., I>eiembei- 2!'. i.w.v 
liiig. Oeii. MAiicrw P. MiT.i.Kii, r. s. \ ., 

CiimmnmUnn FirM '^ejiariiU- liriijiule. Eiylilh .Irmy Corp". Iloilo, Faiiag. 
S[h: Th IB will bedoliverci to .vim liy Captain Montg.uiier.v, of tlio British navy. 
M-lii> li'an'9 for tloilii iii the luoniiiig. 1 iiiclow copy of our ti':iiisln1ion of a cable- 
gram i'oi't'ive<l tO'diiy in cipLer. froiii whit'h yon will imileietand tbe position ami 
policy iif our tlovummeiit towiird tliese islands. 

J(o not be in liaete witL your negotintioiiB for tlie Hiiirouder of the eity, Slioniil 
tlicie lie slioLig niKi vi-ry deciilpd oppositiini to yonr ejitrv, backed liv ccmaiderable 
forco, do nut. lie in biiMe. It will mil ilotiiboiabai-d the uity, nor will it ilo to let the 
natives loot iiiiil born it. r'aroigiiKra Iiavi' l;tr;j;e puBaeHsinrts tbere and a great <ti'iil 
of uiimi'y in th>' bankn. Yon ran reninin in tlie'htirbor with your fori e. If you meet 
with di'ciilud or HtTOng opposition, await tbi'i'o further inRtrnctions. unit if nt'Cusaarv 
1 1'HU din^ot n poiliofi of your force to iitlitr ports in tlie soutliem islands, where you 
will not niei^t innrh, if any, opposition. 1 trust in your diaeretiou. 
\'iTy truly, yours, 

E. S. Otis, 
Major-General, U. S. I'., Commanding. 

1 contemplated at the time the sending of the First Galilbrnia Vol- 
unteers to the soutliern waters as soon as conditions at Manila would 
justify the weakening of tt\e military force here, aud immediately 
directed that regiment to be put in readiness for embarkation. It was 
placed on board five small merchant vessels preparatory to sailing at 
any directed moment, was retained thereon for se\eral days, when 
Luzon affairs indicating that it might be required for use iu Manila in 
a short time it Wits returned to its t(>rraer barracks. 

The cablegram referred to in the above letter to General Miller was 
the iirochimation of the President received in cipher. The translation 
was completed about an honr before the letter was written, and was 
transmitted to General Miller to inform him of the policy which the 
Government intended to pursue. Neither its contents nor feasibility 
of immediate issue had been carefully considered. No direction for its 
pnblication had been given and it was not supposed that it would be 
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proctaiined iit lloilo. The frern'inl, liowevi'r, uiuicr tlK^ jiii|jressitni 
tliat it Ij)k1 been traiiHitiitteil Ibr |mblii:)itiuti, issued it vi'iy sooii altei' 
it was received, and in liis letter of Jiimmry (i infimneil me iis Hillows: 
Tliree days ago I sent to tlii! froverning (-oinmittoe (It. i,o|n;/, jiri'siiluiit) ii I'ciiij 
of tlie li'tler ul' 'iriBtvuol imia ol" lUe rresiileiit mid iislioii tliat ttie.v iiermit tlicj i*iitr> 
iif my troops. Ko nuHWcr iiiis lifun rweived niiil 1 expui't uiiiie. I Iiiirl toiiii h of Mi'- 
President's iiintrtii'tii'iis traiialiiti^d into lj|iiiiii''li ikiid iliHlrilinli'd to tlio pi'iiplr in 
vnrions wiiyH, mid iliu iururineil tlmt tlii^ pi'ople liiiigli at il. Tlict ii)siirt;HiitH I'all wit 
iHin'iirils aiul nre I'liitifyiii); t)ic- nld fort at tlii' )>oiiit of tlie ['I'liinaiilit, and oi'r nioiint- 
iil<; old Hiuoolili-lii>r« guns luft by the SimiiiiirdH. 'I'liey iiro iiitrmirlJiu}; every nlirri-, 
mtt iM-nt nil liavinjf one liglit. iinil are I'Oulidi'Dt of viitorv. Ax I iiiJouneil yon in 
my lettLT of yesterday, I bt-lleve tJmt we can now I'iipturi-' tlie city with tlie force 
uow present and with the aseiHtuiiije of the Niivy ivitlioiit tlie liiss of ninch life und 
vi')thi>ut muuli di'iitriictioii of property, and slioiild we dcstl'uy it uH 1 believi^ it 
would lid of mlviinlagc to the I'ity, iiH a nowi-T city would lie built np hoim. 'I'he 
oharacter of the nntivcH, having been nnder thcHnb,|u)>;atiaii nf^paiii so long, is sncli 
that once wttll punished they will submit to fate. The people are snperstitioiis and 
believe iti fHte, iinil uow bt^leve that late will s;ive tliein victory. 

His letter of tbe jn-evious day, Jauuary 6, is as follows: 

fill'JIiS. FlIiST SEI'AltATK KltlliAIHi;, EilillTH AUMY CORI'S, 

On JliiAitii ThassI'ijut Nkwi'oht, 

IIoHh lliii-h r, I'. J., -lativarg ■',, ISHH. 

AUJC'rANT-GHSBKAI. DkI'AHTMKNT "V THK rAClt'lC ANII KlIillTll AKMY COHl'.'!. 

Silt; 1 have the honor to report tlie sltoiitioii iis ijoite sorions. 'ITie iiutive tixiopa 
now number ovpv 4,000 well-urnied nieu. Tliure an', mure tlian i:>,IX)0 anued with 
Imlos and niiaci'llani^oiiH weapons. Tlie; arl^ constiintty intrenching about the fort 
and at the aioiltli of the Iloilo Hiver. 1 ilo not allow anyone on shore, as the iuHur- 
gent commuuder Hunt me word that he would not be responsible for onr unarmed 

Lost evcnins; about 6.40 o'clock, .just at ilark, while at supjicr, the captiiiu of the 
water boat went toward thit rear of thi; boat, where the guard was stationed, and 
aaddeoly Hpr:inc at the guard with a knife, cut the head of one of the guard through 
the skull, and the otiier one on the arm and .jaw : the latter was knocketl overboard 
and then sti'ui'k by the native on the licjid with an oar. Due native then ,juni]ied 
iivarboai'd and escaped; the two others were secured. A boat Irnui the ship was low- 
ered and picked up the soldier in the water, who is not liadly hurt, l^ie soldier 
eut on the liead is likely to die, but there is a sliicht hope of his recovery. 

I think the longer we wait iHifore attack the harder it will be lo put ilowii the 

The city is entirely at the mercy of the /Jfl[(iBi(n'K,and with lier B»si»t»noe, advanc- 
ing under her ^uiih and Captnio llrldeinan's bathtry, I have no ilnnbt we can tlrive 
the Insiirgitntx out uf the city, but their army will eoufrout us outside. That situa- 
tiou woal<l be intolerable, even if tiring ceases. I would therefoi'u rueoninieutl that 
a force sufilclent to beat them badly in the open fiidd should be pre]ian^d ready to 
send down, if required, after the city is taken. Let no one convince you that peace- 
ful measures can settle the diltieulty here, unless you lirst settle matters ]ieacefull,v 
in Manila and r.ii/.iin Island. 

The Enslisb and German war ships and all other large vessels in the linrbor have 
daily received refugees from thu city. Many of the city pi'oplo with their elfeots are 
leaving on small coantinR steamers for neighboring islands. 

Order appears to be maintained in the city, exempt for Amnrieans who feel huuiil- 
iated and want to get at them. 

VeryrespecLfiilly, M. P. Milleh, 

Jlri;/adier-(icneral, l\ S. V., Commandivg. 

After fully consideriTig the Pre.iideiit's proclamation and the temper 
of the Tagaloswith wliom I was daily discussing politiciil problems and 
the friendly intentions of the United States Government, toward them, 
r cxnioluded that there were certiiin words and espressions therein, 
aaeh as "sovereignty," "right of cession," and those which directed 
immediate ocenpation, etc., thongh most admirably employed and 
tersely expressive of actual conditions, might be a^ivantageouaiy used 
by the Tagalo war party to incite widespread hostilities among the 
natives. The igDorant classes had been taught to believe that certain 
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words. n> 'siiviTeisiity,"' "iii-otoc.tiou,'" etc.,]iiidiHicii!i;ir im'juiiiigdiwas- 
trmiN rn rijiiLi ^vi'tr'iiro iiikI Higiiilitjaiit of fiituR! politit.-jil (lomiiiiitioii, 
like tliat. liuiii \vliii:li they liinl recently been Ireed. It wiisniy i»piiiioii, 
tJicR'ioiT, tlijtl 1 wijiild be iustTticd iii so iiiiieiidiiig tlie paper tliiit the 
rieiieiK^enr •>h}iict of llii.' I'liited .Stiites (Jovei'iiiiu-iit would be bi-oii^'lit 
vli'avly within the coiiiprelieiisidii iif the people, and tliis eoiieliisioii 
wiis riie more readily n'^ii'iicd iKHriinsc ol' (he nidicill cliiitige of tiie jmst 
fww diiy;^ ill the eoiislitmioii of A$;iiiiialdo'is government , "liieli coiiid 
not Iiiive l)eeii luidt-istood ill \Vasliiiij;ton at. tiie time the piwliiiiiiitioii 
was piviini'ed. It was »\m> believed that the pio,djiijiatii>o had beciT 
Midiieei) jiartially by the .siifige.-^tiiiiis of the imvitl authorities here, 
whirl) ihrce weekK i>revious, and while atfiiirs were in n sjiecitie and 
conipaiaiivi-ly (]uiei, state, had recojiiineiided ■' that the I'resideut issue 
,1 iirorlaination deliiiiiig the policy of the United states (rovernnient 
in ilii^ IMiilipiaae iHhmds and assuring' the inbabitanls that itisoiir 
Inti'ntioii to inti'i'fei© as little as possible in the internal affairs of tlie 
islands. That as soou as tbey developed their capability for self- 
goveriiiiierit their jiowers and iirivileges will be iucreaKed. That will 
allay the spirit of uiiieat." These authorities at that time recom- 
mended the government of the ii^Iands a^^ a, territory witb a civilian as 
a ^rovernor, to be followed later by a naval and military comniis.sioH to 
deteraune {piestiuns of a uaval and military eliaracter. 

The amended ]iro(rlamation was therenpon prepared, and (earing that 
(ieneral Miller woiiid «ive |inblieity to the tbrLiier, cO])ies of whieh, if 
issued, windd be i-in'tiiated soon in Luzon, 1 again dispatched Lienten- 
ant Uoliiiiel i'otter to iloilo, both to ascertain the course of events tliere 
and to advise the eomniaiuliiiy {reneial of the danjjers threatening in 
i.iiKori, and whieh inij^lit be augmented if any action was taken which 
the insurgents could make use of in furtherance of their unfriendly 
designs. General Miller thought his aetioii in making publication of 
the proelamation on January S correct, as he had not been instructed 
to the contrary, and bis o])inion, he contended, was confirmed by a War 
PepartmcMt tlisjiatch which ] bad diieeted Colonel Potter to deliver to 
him, and which he had received on January (i, IJe was satisfied that 
the use he had made of the proclamation was that contemplated by the 
War Department autborities, but it was not long before it was delivered 
at Malolos and was the object of venomous attack. 

Nothing further of great nionieut transpired at Iloilo for several suc- 
cessive days, and we return to the narrative of Jlanila events. General 
Miller, however, remained eagei' for battle, and with his command rest- 
ive under the taunts of the natives and criticisms of foreign citizens, 
he rei>eatedly asked for permission to attack the city. Complications 
of a civil nntnre were also arising as shown in bis communication of 
January S, of which the following is a copy: 

lliLjiis. FntsT Si.:i-AHATn BiauAPi:, Emnrn An.MV tours, 

OS lli)Aiii> Ti;asspiirt Nkwpokt, 
Itf'la Hatbor, P. I.. Suxdag, Januarn S, I,S99^S p.m. 

AlMCTANT-liKNKllAr, DkI'AHTMKNT IIF THK PaIIKIC ANIJ KlUnTU AnMY CORPS. 

Sill : I liave tlie lienor to report, I'ortbe tnl'oriiuitiou ol' tlie iiii^{oi-}|;(>i)erulc»iiiiiiAnd- 
iii)l, thiit tbi^ aitiiiitiou here in not improviD^i; eiiii-e my last report. Ihav«iiotlauiled 
tlio J-'ifly-Iirst luwu on tlia island i>iipuHite to Iliiilo, bb two boat crews of troops of 
tiie ^■■ift,v-(ir8t Iowa iniicif dim tbe i"itt iiintaut,«inl were met b.viirerTSto tOllDatives 
ftniied witJi vurioiis weapouB, rifles, sliot^ioH, luid knives, who asliBd Cliem tbolr 
biiBiiicBs and warned tbeni off witli threats of l>rinj;iu}; out more trooiis if tliey did 
not eo uwny. 'Ilie men of the reffiment are well, und tlie colonel does not i1esit;e to 
IiMKlundi^r'ancb i-ircninHtiiuren of Lostillty. Tbe insiirgents are still itt work forti- 
I'}'i»!t; last night tbey Slink fonr mud avows attbenuutb of tbe Iloilo BiTur to prevent 
piMHuge of our Niivy. 'j'liis did not annoy us, as the I'HreVs place for action, if wo 



,y Google 



68 KEPOKT Of SlAJOI£-GI';NEIiAI- OTIS. 

hnve otie, is iiudistUFlied. Tbe city if so cmiipletnly iiDiler tlio control iil' the wnr- 
ehips of tbi- Is'iivy that ve Bre indillarolit an to \rh»t the iiiHiivgcntB ilu. When tlie 
time <'omeB iiothinjc c)iii save iiisUTKonlH in the city but lli^lit. 'i'lie subject most 
diHtuibinK to our Amrriciiii iiiiiidx is tbelni't thiit a, Diitcli Hliiji is loading with kiiksI'; 
who shall <'ol)i'('t the duty is a question, Citptalti t^viiiis iiiid I di^ciiHsed tbe qiieit- 
tion litHt evening without coni-ltiHion. The ilntieH will amount to !F5,()(I0, riiuti; :i 
suuji: enni, with which the iusiii-geiite will lie alilc to buy muehlue kiiuh, eti., if we 
leave tliem iilone. Other shiiiti jnTivlng will add mure ami more to their revenues: 

Tile port ought to be cloBeil il' it is a pntuticiible thhifti after due notice to foteign 
go vf rum eats. We need bere two ^«d steam laiinolies <ratiiilil<! of towing a line of 
rowboats rapidly for lauding pnrpoeeis. We eiin not n^t tlium bi'i-e without seizing 
them, iiud tile good ones are under the protect ion of foreign lings. 

As to tbii insurgents yieliling to the nriter of the I'reHideut and allowing oecMpO' 
tion, it will not be done unless tbe central {foveiiiiiK'nt at Malolos ctirertK tliotn to 
(to so. If we bave to fl^lit itt Manila and here. I should think it bclO^r t'l strtl^e 
tbe lirst blow lietK, ii», with tbe aHsintani'e of the Navy, ri'Nult in our IVivor <'an 
Hcareely be iloubted. 

Very lespeetlully. M. I'. Mim.kk, 

IMsadUr-Haieral, I'. S. I,, Ci'inmanditin. 

Full official Iloilo eorre.^pnodeiit'f wliidi was cairifd on about this 
(late, tof;«tlier witli reiK»rte<l iiiteivieww on the situation. ^\ill lie foinid 
in the aciompahyiiig report of lin'gadiet Gcnenil ilnghcs, V. S. \"., 
now commanding there. They are of interest and of con .sidei able 
imjKtt'tanee in Hhowing tlie then existing (ittitnde ol Hi>anisli civil offi- 
cials toward onr Government. 

The amended proclamation of Janniiry 4 appeared in the Ihiftlish, 
Hpanitsh, and Tn^lo languages, and was jmblished in Jklaiiilu tlnongh 
ntiwspapers and posters. The I'.ngli.sli text is as follows: 



OKFICE OF THE Mll.lTAIiV iinM:H\<lli UL' T[iK ] ■nil.II'I'lSK ISl.ANi.S. 

To llie I'eople nj the riiiUpjiiiu: hiandx: 

InstructiouB of His Kxecllency tlie I'lTsidout of (he luited Statps relative t<) thii 
adniitiistratlon of HffuirB in tht! I'hillppinii IslauilN liave be<;n transiiiitttxl to niu by 
dlrectiou of tbe houornblo the Sei-retary of War, under ilate of l)ii<*nibnr 'JK. 1WH. 
Tlioy direct me tii publish (ind proclaim, in the most ]iublio ninnuer, to tbe inbab- 
itiuitn of these islands tbiit in the war against tjpnin the l'niti!<l States forces euuiu 
here to destroy the ])ower of that nation and to give the blessiiiKs of jieoce nud inili- 
vidnal H'eedoni to tlie I'bilippiue peo]ilui that wo ari' here as frieuils of the h'ilipi- 
nosi to protect Ibem in their homes, their employments, tbeii' individnnl nndreligioua 
liberty, aud that all persons wiio, either by itetive aid or honest endeavor, irooperata 
with the Government of thi- United States to give elt'ect to these beneficent pui^osi's, 
will rc'ceive the reward of its support and protection. 

The President of tbe [Tnited States hosassumed that the municipal laws of thi' coun- 
try in respect to private rights and property and tbe reprcNsion of erinie are to lie 
considered as coDtinning in foi'ce in so fur xs they he appliciible to a irce people, 
and should be administered by the ordinary tribunals of .Instico, firesideil over by 
representatives of the people aud thi«" in thorough sympathy with them in their 
desires for good government; that the functions and duties eonnected with civil 
and municipal administration are to be pnrfoiuied by su'th oEhcers as wish to accept 
the assistance of the llnitetl States, chosen in so far as it may bu prai-ticabia ^om 
the iuhabilantsoftbn islands; that while the uLauHgement of publicproiicrty and re ve- 
nues and the use of all public means of trausportiitionarctoboconducletfnnder tlie 
military anthorities, until sneli authoritii's ean bi> roplai»'d liy civil administration. 
all private property, whetlicr of individuals or corjioratlons, must l>e reHpeete<l and 

Erotei-t<'il. II' prjviite pro]ierty be talieu for niilitary uses it shall be paid for at a 
lir valuation in rash if posslbli^, and when payment in uiwli is not pi'acticabln at 
the time, receipts theinfor will be given to lie taken up and 1ii|uidntcd as soon ns 
cash becomes available, 'iliti porta of tbe Tbilippine Islands shall bo ojien to tbe 
coDinierce of all foreign uiitions, and gnosis and mereliandise not prohibited for mili- 
tary reasons by tlie military authorities shall be admitted iipnn payment of Kucb 
dnties and cliiirges as shall lie in force itt tlie time of iuiporlatiou. 
The I'residcut concludes his iustruetions in tbe following languagi^: 
" finally, it should be the earnest and paramount aim of tlie Aihniuistratioii to 
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iiiHiiriiii; to ttleiii ill every ]>i)SHible way tlio full iiir-;ksiire ol' individual I'it^titK uud 
IlIiitCv niiLi'li in thf huritaj;!' ol' a, f'reu ]]uii|ili:, mill liv )iniv>ii-f tii Irliiiin tli;it tlir iiiis- 
Hiiiii (if (lie Uiiil;c<l Ktuleit in one nf tieni-ticeiit nHsiiiillnlioii, wliit-li will miLsMiiiti! the 
iiiil<lNW»y(ir,|iiHtic<:aiii1rl!;lit f<ir urbltrar.v iiiIh. In tli<' I'nllillnient of tliis lii^tli 
iiiiKxion, wliili' iijiliolilin^ the tc'm|>onir,v wluiiliiHtntion of afl'airs fnr the f^iitest 
fioiii] of the ]»;ov(^rn[Ml, thera ivill In; Hoilnloiinly nmint aiiii'd tin: Ktriiiis ami of ;in tlior- 
ity t^) reiiM'HH •lixtnrbiiure, anil to <ivei-coiD« :ill 'iliKUicleB to tU" T^Htowal of th<' 
blB8aiii;;x of ;ri'o<l unit Htiil>li< ttiivenmitnit iijidu tlm iieupli^ of the I'hiliiipiiie Islamls." 

Front The ti-niir hii'I snbstuiuM of tlie ahovH instruct iui in of the 'I'n-Hi dent, I am 
fntiv Ol' tlKMipiniun thiit it ia tlie iiiteiitiou r)rtlie l.'nitxit Staten (iuverunu'Ut. \vliile 
djrr''ii;iii<: Mll'iiirs fri'inTiiUv. t^i ii|ipi)it)t tin- rotireHCiitutivi; men now fcirniin}; tlii^ con- 
Mollin;: rIeiiiPiit of tbti KtiiiiinoB to I'ivit iiosilioiix of tniKt iiml ri'spiiiiHtnility, and 
it Mill lie 1II.V iitiii t.ri :ip]ioint tburcto suirii J^'ili|>inos an may lie ncceiituble Ki tiiu 
!<u|iri-iiLC ;iiitlioritii'H at WiiitbiiiKton. 

11 IK ttUii my belief that it ix the inteiiLiiiii of the IJiiitetl 8IJ>tes (ioverniiieiit to 
dniw from fhe l''ill|iino {ii-o|ili' ko niiirh of the military foree of the ialanilH aa is 
piiHNtMe and coiiNisti-ot with a flee niid well-eoiintitiiti'd government of the eountry, 
iind it io mv deHiru to iiiangunite a jiolii-y of that dntranteF. I am also ■''invtneed 
thiit it in the intention of the I'niteil States Goveinmeut to seek tbe estalilUbnieut 
of ;i niont liberal froveriintent for the iHlandn. in vrhioh the ]ii'ople themselves Kball 
hiive na I'nil re)>reHeiitation iia tlie mainti'Daiii.-e of law aud order will permit, and 
wbii-h kIiiiH be siiHcejitibli) of dovelopniFnt, on lines of jnerensod representntioii and 
Ilie U.'Btowal of Iiicrenseil pinvers, into n f;overnnieiit a« free and indepeDilent an la 

It will in; nu I'oiiBtant eiide;ivor to cooiicnite with tbe Filipino peopU', seekinj; 
l\i'- lioo-i of Ibe loinitry, nml 1 invite tbeir full cunlidenci' and aid. 

K. S. Otis, 
.M»ioi---a<-«eriil. r. N. r., Mllitaii/ doiimor. 

liefoiT pnbliciition of this proclamation I endeitvored to obtiiin from 
nhli: iilipiiio residents ol' tlie city mi expression of opinion as to its 
jii'oliMljIc, crtfct ujioii tlie popnliition, but was nut inncli enconriiged. A 
few d;iys tlu'ii'iiller tliey dcrlaied the jinblication to have been a mis- 
take, :iltlimi^li tiir IbiL'iy;!! residents appeared to believe tlie proeljiuiii- 
tioii ni.ist exi'elleiit in loneuiKl moderation, ottered rverytliiii^ tluit tlie 
niosi iiostile ol' llic iiisiirf>ents uuitid exjieet, and iindoia)tedly woidd 
have ;i benelicial iiillneiiee. It "as received by the Imtter chisses of 
natives witli satisfaition, as it was tbe first aiitlioritative aiiiioiitice- 
iiient of tbe attitude wliieli tbe Inited States assumed toward tbe 
ishniits aud deelared tlie policy wiiieli it intended to )nirsHe, and beciitise 
tbe deelare<l policy was one wliieh. in tbeir o|)inion. conditions imiiera- 
tively demanded should be imposed for the interests of tiie Filipino 
peoi))e wJio were incapable of self- jriiv eminent. The piiblieatioti sepa- 
rated more widely tbe friendly and war factious of the* iiiliabitaiits and 
was the cause of exciting disvussion. 

The ablest of insurgent newspaiwrs. which was now issued at Mabdos 
and edited by the iineoinpi-oniisin;!; Luna, lie who liad bran an opeiily 
dcclared enemy of the United States liom tlie liiiie Manila eupitulated. 
subset! iieiitly coininiuided an insnrfrent ariny and was assassinaced 
whilee\erciHingvIiief military command of the insurgent forces, attacked 
the policy of the United states as 4le<'larcd in the proelamatioii, and it^ 
aHsnniptioii of sovereignty over the islands, with all the viRor of which 
he was capable. He went further and contended that the policy as 
deelared was merely a subtertufte to leni]iorariIy quiet the peoi'le until 
. measnres could be inaugurated and applied to put in practice all the 
odious features of government which Spain had employed. Everything 
tended sim|i]y to a change of inivsters for the Filipino people without 
anieHoralion of eondition. This ]ni(>er was published in Tagalo, had a 
considerable circulation, and was assisted by other Tagalo publications. 
No stalenient retieeting upon the United States (iovernment and its 
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tioo|)s Id M:niil!i. wan tdo biiao, uiitriitlifu]. or iniiiriibiibU' tor inMYHpupw 
circnliitioii. auii uiir.irtiiiiaUily m;eiv<'<l creaiL l>y tlin iiiori' igininiiit of 
tilt iijitivfs, iilt.lioiif;]i lln' Mihjecl, ol' ri(!ii-i(le or iinli^riHiit (;oiiiii].'[it, l.y 
the abler Fill pirn is, A!,'TiiTi;ii(lo nu't IIh- lU'oflaiiiiitJdii bv a coiuirer 
one ill which he iinlisuaiitlv proti-sled a-;iiiist the claiiii .if Hivereigiifv 
by the L'liilwl St;iles ill the isl;iiids, wliieh vcally hail iH-en (.■oiiqneii'd 
fi'oHi tlm Spiiii(iird« tliivii;;!! the blood ami treasure of iiis loiiiiliyinou. 
ami abused me tor my assr.iiipiioii oi the title oT iiiililary jtovenior. 
Kvt!ii tiiC women of Cavite proviiii'e. in a docnmeiit iiiimennisly signed 
by th«m, fiave me to niiderstaiid that after all the men were killed oft' 
tlify were prepared to shed their iialtiotie blood for the liberty ami 
Imie] leiideTiec of tbeir e^niiitry. The etlbits iiiiwle by Agiiinaldo iiitd 
his aasisaiits made a deeided imini'SBion on the iiibabitaiitH of Luzon 
outside of Manila, who aei|iiiie<l an uiifavonible opinion, to say the 
tea»t, of an American eitizeii. svhoni of course lew of them had ever 
sisen. The iusiirgent army was espeoially affected by this tirade of 
abuse of Amerieans, but agreeably so, as it ha<l met and oonqtiered 
thd soldiers of Siwiii and only awaited an oppoitiinity to demonstrate 
its Jnviuoibility in war with the riiitetl States tioojis eooped ni> In 
Mauila and wlicmi it had eomnieui^ed to insult Miid charge with cow- 
ardice. Shortly before this time the insurgents bad eommeneed 
the orgaiiizatiiin of elubs iii the (!ity. meiiibershi]) in which now. I was 
informed, amounted to l(t,0()O. The chief organiser was a shrewd 
mestizo, a totiner close companion of Agiiiiialdo, by whom lie had been 
commissioned to perform this work, lie was a friend anil associate of 
some of our officers; was engaged in organizing ihe t^Iiilis only, as he 
stated, to give the poorer elasses amusement and education ; hehl pub- 
lic entertainments in athletics to whicli our officers were invited, and 
in wliicli our soldiers were asketl to i)artlcipate. Gradually arms were 
being secretly introduced and bolos were being manufautured and dis 
tribnted. Tlie arms wore kept eoni^ealed in buildings, and many of 
tlieni were subsequently captured. The Ohimimen were carrying on a 
lucrative business in ttolo making, but the provost in arvshal had cruelly 
seined considerable of tlieir stock. These elnbs had received military 
organization and were commanded by ciinjiing I'ilipiiio officers regu- 
larly appointed by the Malolos government. The chief orgaui/er 
departt^l alter organization nad been i>erfected and thereafter boeaine 
a confidential adviser in Malolos aJfairs. This organization was tliesnb- 
jectoi grave a}ipreliensioii, as it was composed of the worst social ele- 
ment of the city, and was kejit under polic*', HU|)erviRion as closely as 
possible. It was iUso dreaded by the better (dass of l-'ilijiino inhabit- 
ants, many of whom believed themselves selected for assassination on 
account of their expressed uesircs for American protection. The streets 
of the city were thronged with unarmed insnrgentnthcera and enlisted 
men from the numerically intsreasing insurgent line on the outskirts, 
prond of their unilbrms and exhibiting niatchless conceit, annising to 
our men, who were apparently uneom;erned observers, but who were 
quick to t^ke in the rapidly changing conditions. 

In the midst of this supjiressed excitement the city was comparatively 
quiet, crime well suppressed, and business interests were Honiishiiig. 
The merchants were sictivo to take advanfjigis of all avenues lif tia^le 
possible. Vessels were sent to the China coasts for prodnits to supjily 
the southern i)orts, entered and cleareil at the port of Ihiiln against the 
protest of General Miller, and paid the ac<'nstomed charges on <hilial»le 
goods and jjrodncts to the insnrgenls, who had installed themselves 
there. United States consols at Singaiiore and lioiigkoiig asked the 
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[lerjjJexins: question \vlietli('r vessels conUl be cleared for Iloilo and Cebn, 
aud could be answered evasively only, as fujjows: 

MAN-d.A, I'. I., .f/innar./ 'I. w.'/'. 
rniteil StiitoH Cmisnl-CeiiCT!.! Wii.i.man, U'lnijkoH'j: 

lliiitu'l States mit .vet u.imidiNt.iriiijr -iivil iifiiiir« nt. eithrr Tluil.i or Cpini. Ni. neiv 
•^im^iilaL' ui'tioii lis to Ibi^se [jortfi sLiiiiM Ix' iii:iiijj;iiruteil ;it ]treseijt. 

Otis. 

Tin* Haiiili) Oliiiniber of CoiniDerce took this matter up for investiga- 
tion iijid siiw timt tlie rislit'* «' uierelmnts in ]iorts virtwally at war 
u'itli tlie liiitcd .States were denied. I was willed ui»fin for an expla- 
nation ;md addi'essed its secretary as lollowsi 

Sill; 1 iiiii ill iyvi'i|i( of tilt) vommtiiilialiiiu ol llui Jlaiiibi CliHiiibcr <if Commerti' 
iif vi-iiteriliiv. lli<i l-tli instiint, in wlitch I iiiii iiil'iiniiril llt;ir " tlie Aiiicvican coiihuI 
lit Hiin;:k<iii;i; rlecliiies to ilispati-li steanierH or vessels I'nr Oeliii auA Iloilo; sIho, 
tliiit .\iiievii-:iii iinthoiitieH litre will not .iltow a atciiiuer to vniiie hero nith ppiinis- 

iiiiiiiediiito I'litiiie 1).v till- Aiiierii'aii nrithorilii'M ivith ifganl to tLe iibove-named 

In reply, I Luve tlio lioticu' to iiilorni .von tlmt tim Uoiteil States consul at Hoij>; 
koiic liiiviiiji;, OH tlie (>tli iii.it;iiit, maile iniiniry in llic mntUr of Rif'aring vessels lit 
[loti;;l;oiig lor Iloilo niul (.'ubii, was iiusweied "ii tlie 9th instant, by calilp. n" 
follouK : 

'■Tlie United States not yet luliiiiiiiRteritijir oiTil Alfjiird at eitbev Iloilo or CvKii. 
No new roiisnlnr iictiou as to llii'Ke )>ortrH slioiild l>e iamignrated at present.'' 

TIiiH messsue to the America ii roTisul in not (tonsidiiTeil anthnritiitlve by any nnaiis. 
UH ne liii^ve no anthorit.v to s\^'e liim directions, aud tbe matter of clearing ves^eU 
lit lIoii}rUonK restx entirely witliiii bin disiTetion. 

To the >-atogoriaal iinestioriB wbirb yon snbnilt 1 ani pleased to retnrn answer as 

To the lirst (ini'Stion niv iiiiHweris: Not bv any net of tbe I'nited States autliori- 
tiea at Maiillu. 

To the Hei-ond iiueBtion 1 reply tbiit: Ti-nde fan be conducted, in so far as ttie 
I 'nited States niitlioritii's now in oci'iipiincy'of these islands are i-«ncerned, tlie saun- 
as foriiiorly. A'esHelB will bo cleari'd from this port for ports of the islands until 
inBtriirt,iriii» received from my (iovemuient indicntf a contrary I'oin'so of action. 

To the tlitnl iiiiestion I cim only miswei'thnt: All the tnstriictioiis tbus far received 

the -Ith instiint, which I iiieloao and to which I respectfully refer. 

Tlie consul for Orei^t Britain wished to know why a British steamer 
had been suspiciously dealt with and was replied to as follows: 

Siii: I hav.' the lionoi- to iic-knowlc.ljt«' tbe receipt of your fonimimicntion of this 
date, imd to say in reply tli:it tbc matter releired to therein will he investigated. It 
teii that the sli-anier /.iietmi jirrivcil iVoiii Sinj;a]inre with a general carjio, ii 
' ■ ■ '■ - - .- ■ ■, , , .. .^.^ 

rcll 

And again inquiring cnnceriiinjf seizure at Manila of a small steamer, 
iu wliich a British subject tdainied to be interested, lie received the fol- 
lowiug reply : 

• Maxii.a, I'. I., .lauHnnjS, IS99. 

Hon. H. A. liAMSi>BN, 

H. B. M, Co«»«l, Mauita. I'. I. 

Sill: I have the honor to ncl.iiowlodgc tbi 

:ilNt nitiiiio, inctiisin^ copies of locrespondci 

ihiy. Wise &. Co., in the matter of the sei/iiri; 

steamer l.iignutt ifK ISag in llie I'asi}; Kiver. 

The seiKiire of this veiwel lieciime necessarv for Oovernnient pnrjiones, ami liefore 
it was mailo the owner of the same bad been coitmilted. Later, Mr. Ashton, iu your 
company, called npon me at this office, when I assured him Ihiit the Government 
would not allow tbe steamer to engage in privafe Iriideon the VxyfAg. Kiver, and that 

would eiitiiil. At. Ihe tim.! of this .■ojill'n-nce 1 was" under the impression that the 
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eiijitaiM 111' t-Le jiort liail given pciiiiisBicm fur tliis l«.:it tct navigjite tile Pjisiu Rivor, 
lint liave beeu inriiriiiud lo the vcmtniry. It is litiiii'il tliat lliiR matter c»ii be satis- 
factorily a(l.iiiste(l in a t'm\ ihij-B. 

Very HUic'iTi'ly. y"iir«, 10. S. Otis, 

lulled Staiee Military (loiitnior. 
Ill tlie nieiiiitiiDe the locsil Spanisli imtliorities were jireseut and 
desired to close up tlio |)eiidiiif; inteniiitioiial business. As e;n'ly aw 
December :i«, I wus infoinied by tlie siiinirior 8]>aiiiNh ofiicer present 
tbat the treaty of peace had bei'ii (concluded and tiiat lie wislied to take 
up tlie iH^ttlemeiit of iilTairs. 1 replied that. I had not received any 
infoimation or instructions in tlie matter, but as soon as received would 
cooi>erate witli liim in every Wivy possible. On the following day he 
applied for pernnssion to leave the ishinds. lie was a prisoner of war, 
in fact, siqiervisini; the affairs of the Spanish prisouers present iu 
Miinila. A liifrh -toned gentleman, a most conrtcous and ite<-onipli8hed 
officer, onr official relations had always been pleasant and agreeable, i 
replied to bis application in the followiuff terms: 

Ul-KICK <.r TDK I'SUBD STATUS Mir.lJAKY (i(.VRt!N-01i, 

Division ti'.'norii! Fhancisco llt/.Mi, 

UomniandiMg Spanluh ForceH, Miinila. I'. I. 
GnNKliAI.: X liiiTD tUi- lioniji- t» mrkmnvloil};.' tli.: ivci'ljit iil your Irtter of this 
ii>Btiiiit re>|nestin}r iiussport to return tn Sjjain ne^:t niontli, mid iu iv|ily tli«reto ] 
iniBtcii to iiil'orni yon that yon an! fice to leiive iit any tiiiici jcm may ilesire, anil tbiit 
it wilt jrivB me greiit ph'ttsiiri! to rmicliT yoii cv«ry nssisfiLiice tliiit yoil may ni'cil in 
niakiii): the iioi'rsHiiry jirejiiiiatioiis lor yonr ilejiiirtiire on so loii^ a voyn^e. 
I iim, (iencriil, with nntiL rstKeiii, your olxtdient Herviiiil, 

]■;. S. Otis, 
Miijor-lleneral, U.S. I., i'uileil Slohi MiJUarii (li.miioi. 

8b or tly thereafter General Rios, general of division of the Spunish 
arrny, who had been commanding in the south, arrived in AbLitilii. lie 
iiad been directed by his Government to supervise, as acting governor- 
geneial, Spaidsh interests in the islands, and at once addressed him- 
self vigorously to the settlement of atl'airs and the shijmient of Bpanish 
prisoners, for which I liadrec«ived autliority. In personal conferences, 
through numerous communications and written reipiests, he uccupieil 
considerable of the time of the United Stiites authorities, although it 
was as yet irai»o.ssibIe to consider many of the matters which he pre- 
sented, since the Paris treiity had not received latification. A few 
responses to the letters he siibniifted indicate the variety of the sub- 
jects which he wished pnmiptly attended to and the difficulties of com 
pliaiice. They are as follows: 

Ofkick U. «. MiLiTAUv (i.ivKHKin; m tub Pnn.ii'vjNK Isi.anii>, 

MaHila, I'. I., .laiiiinni .9, 1!<99. 
Hi* Escellency l>in.;o dk mis itios v Nicalau, 

llewraloj hiDision, Siianieh Armii, Manila, I'. I. 
fiKNRfiAL: i have tlio honor to auknciwleilgo tlio reiiuijit of your li:tt«r or thin 
instiiiit, reforriafT to eiiiliin'katioiL uf Wjiaiiisli tninps, iiriwinuin ^lf•^va^, on tliii llth 
instant, and to say in reply tliut there is no olijcc-tiiMi cm the piirt of the I'niti'il 
tjtiites Goveninient. aird ttiut I will givit appi'iiJirLato hiHtrnetiimH tn the ctllicials 
having charj-e of wnch bnsini'ss to have yonr rxecillonoy's desires corKiiiinim(*!jl. 
\'erv lespeotfiiny, vonr obedient servant, 

v.. «. O-irs, 
y<iior-';-'i:ernl, r. s.r.. 
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2fiW triin]>K wliii \M:i-e liil^eii tlierc from the Visayan and I^Ui^on ielaii<1s, and fiirtliAt 
say tliiit it Ik LiiipoHia<>lv to Hi'atter them to thi'ir Heveral Iioiiiuk, I Kugg'^'ted that the 
VisiLyillis liiiglit be tukuii to lloili) ami I will see that the iiecesRiiry ordurn an: given 
to tbu [,'iiiteU StiiteH uiithurities there to iierniit them to Inni] ii)iim arrival. The 
Lui'.cm men will pniliiilily K've Kieiit ttiiuble it' they arc hroiiH;ht luto the hai'bor of 
Manila ikt the preHi-iit: time. Jinny of those already received hei'e I'Htaiii'il from thr- 
anthoritieH, and with tJie coiivictn ii'iit Iiy yim huvi: fi\i>d thcniKeiveH in Manila, 
irht'Tu they f^ive & gpai] dual of aiinoyHiii'o. We cuti not reci'lvu any more of thene 
ti'oopa in the city at present, uiid 1 wiKh yon wonid delay si^iidinfi; thein to this 
island. After a Rlnirt period tre may Ik' nlile to inks them and Hi'nd them to their 
TeHpe<^tivo homi'K. 1 am >~ery deHii'oaH i>f giviuti; tliis matter full coiiHiderntiiiii liefbre 
aniviii;; :tt fiiither conclusions. 

1 wiiiiM like to bo iiil'onned of tbe appriisinintH nimib'T of VisayiUiR, and also 1iie 
niiiuber of Lu^.un men you intend to biin^ noitli, Htiitiii{{ each cIhsh Bejiarately. 
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.iANTAKV l(i, IWII. 

Ai,: I have the honor to aekn<™ledgc the receipt of yoni' letter of tbe ir-th 

nst received, rel'errin;; to tbe eiiibiirkation of abon't Hit) .-panish troops, 
of wav. on the.steiiliixhip Maifniiil. »nd to say in reply that there is no 
"II the piii't of The Tnitod Stiitcs. Apjiropriate iiistrncltons will be ;;ivKn 

llioi;il» hrtving eliarge of snch liiminess in order that yonr exci-lleney's 

ay be eonsnmniiited. 



Gkmkrai.: I hiive the honor to ; 
here bidonsiiif! to tlm Visayas. 
Iloilo nndiT prvpev >;itar<l. t'om i 



<iK\*KiiAi:: 1 liiive jriveu inBtrnetions to [be cnstodian ttnd trr'naiiriT of public 
fnadn to |>ermit any connnittee whom yon may appoint to exnmine t.lie books and 
i'<!cor<lH of that ollice for the ]>erioU c>f timo pi'evioiis to American occnjiatiuu of 



T will be pleased to show yon exhibit; 
« ri'(H)rt'Od bv hoard of oftii-ers appoio 
Tbe sHle« were seuh'il a.ttor this boar 
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i:a..: IhftVB 


that tl.t 


ircKimciitiil 


fotiHfrt; 


I- o<<-ap.viiij{ . 



Kl'ORT Ol- MA,)Oi!-aE.M:KAl, ( 



(lENKH.M.: I hiiVB thii Imlior to iicknrnvli'.lj;.. I]u: i.T^ipt of your [fttei- ill' tlio 2HL 
institut, Hint iu H't'lv t« xii^v tlwt 1 huvc diwi-ti'il I lie ountnin of thu piiii; to iii^rinit tlie 
latliee, rliililmu, unci Mr. KiL-.iTili rerii!iii<le:c :incl hid assUtiiiit, now on Ilio (ienn-al 
Alrti. to land. I hiivi- iitso rliiwtert liim to imniiit tho nflir..™ ii]icm thin. vcesil tn 



hoiicir to ai-kiii>»'h-(l;ir tht: re('.ni]it of yinir letter rncjLieMliii{F 
>ii1h, IiooUn, iiikI iloi'iurieuts lielongtii); to thn ttpiniiili tToo|iR 
iiiii lirki'raiMiH i>f tbiH I'ity tn: rt'tnriied to you. In a<!i!i>i'ilaii<!i' 
mill yuui [oi|iii-sii I n lit iiiBtriii-t tiju proviiHt -11111 nihal -gen el'ul to turn ovrr to tiny 
oQimr wiiolii yuii tii»y uaina to nti-eivc the SEiiiie, :il1 ii'i^nnU bcloiiKiiig to tSpatiiKh 
re^inienta whirli iiro iu the poKHi'XBion of the I'nitvd t^tntM iiiithmitliM. 

It alioithl b(t ruriieinbeivil thnt \it tlie tiiiii' Lliiltcil Idtiiti^n oarniiatioii of the city 
uomiiK'ticeil 11 grual cleAl of public pnipert; wnn atinnilouoil hf the SpnnlNli olTii'iiiJn, 
never having bi'^ii tnruiHl nvci' nnilur llin tornw ol" tho capitiilutioii. The I.'nileit 
Mtatca iiiKliorilii^s hiive colliicfcd and presfTviiil all sufli properly in no fur iia it wii.< 
[lossihle fur tliein to do so. 

MaNU.*, I'. I.. -Iiiuiinry J6, ISU'.i. 
tJri«. (ieii. VicKM-K Alil/MliM.l/. 

Hpanish Ariiiji. Manila, 1'. I. 
Sii;; J ;iin ilir.rcted by tin; milil;iiy governor to aoknonledfrp the rewipt of viui- 
letter oS tlie 21t!i instant, referring; to il i-omniis^ion of tlie SpiiniHli iirniy of wliic^h 
you hiiil been nppointcil prenident liy liia exi^etteui-y Geiieral Dieifo ile los MUis, 
^punish iirmy, and in reply to uay that lie liaa not yat received any intiirniiition as tu 
the reriiiH of the treaty of peai^e between th» Giivernnients of i^piiin and tlie ITnited 
Stat^tvi, iiiivi' awaiting! ratitioation, anil tliiit he ia not tlieret'ore ut this time prepiired 
to enter npoo the Hnl).|<ict of the iiniil dJHpoHitioJi of SpatiiflU troopa, recordH, fiiniU. 
and propi^i (y noder the <:ontrol of tlie li'iiited States forces iu therhilippinelflliinds. 

Very respectfully, 

C- H. MUIIRAV, 

Captain, Foiirlh I'. S. Varalri/, -lid. 

MaMLa, -lanHaiH 29, IK'!), 
Jlis i;si:.!lli;ncy DiK.l.i i.f. LOS lil-.s v KlCAi.Ar, 

Division iieiieral, ■Spiinisli Armg, Manila, P. I. 
GiiNRitAi,: T hitve the honor to ocknoirlfiitge the receipt ^f yonr cnmniii mention of 
yestonlay, and be^ to reply thiit inNtrnetiotiB have been fc>ven to the United Stntesi 
olHcer who was plaued in xnperviHory charge of the biiibilngeontnininjf the mint to 
give the neciisnary ordern to eniiblo joii to carry out your HxpiesBed wish. 
Verv respc'ctfiillv. voiir nbeilieiit nervnnt, 

!■:. 8. Oti.-, 
M„jor-<!e.,cral. r.ft. I .. r. X. MUilnri, (iwvMv. 



januaiiv ;ii, isfiii. 

Crnbkal: Keplyin); fitrthvr to your ':oinmuuiCHtion of the ITtli instant, to thiit 
portion of thtt niinie which anlti that " perniisaion be Kiven for tlie witlidrnwiil oi 
everythMifi concornins tlLesottleiiient in liuDd imd whii^h does not afteet the treasnry 
of the estubliRhiiient, properly npeiikinff," I linve the honor to Htato that I have 
received ns yet no inatrnctinnii fmiu the iJuiteil States (•overninent i-oiLceriiinK th»<e 
matf«i*8, and Hm ignorant of tlu' temifl of the jii'ndinjj tre;ity lietween Spain and the 
UnittMl Stiites, now awititini^ nitilioation. 1 am, therefoiv, powerlenH to act nnder- 
stimdinitly until 1 i'<!oeive information and direi'tions IV<iio WunUiHRton, which will 
doubtleHs be fnniiHhnd me uh aoon oh the {irojioKed tre;it,v receives ^nlidity. 

Ill the meantiino I Hhall be jjlinl l.o further your diwiras lit every way iti so fivr oh I 
am able, and it will be possible I'or me to lulopt some pretimiiiiirv nieaHnrex, snlijeut 
to future .■onlirmntion. ■ ■ 

Tlic inference iimy he drjiwii from tite ti'imr nf tlio ibi'«'KotiL;i implies 
to tlie written ii])])Ii(iiition uf (Smentl Kios, tliiit tinu; \v;is sought to 
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pi'r>p<:rly meet liis ileiuaiids. Time was reiniiretl to consitler fully what 
specific action wna iieoessary to (luard Uiiiteil States interests ;iiid its 
rights miller ilie tieaty, ivliidi was not yet of validity, not having 
rei;t;ive'l rati ligation. Hot it waK also deemed inexpedient to enter upoi) 
any roiirsi! of proceed in Ks w)iich would cm^a^■ass tlie United Htates 
Government in case the ]>rii|)osed treaty should ultiinsitely fail of vxtu- 
lirrnatiod. Not until January 31 were the i>reliaiiriariesof aTiy deuided 
course determinetl npoir, exiept in ao far as the repatriation <>( prisoners 
and the siivrendei' of strictly military property and records were eon- 
ceriied. Then a board of officers was api)oitited for the purposes 
shown ill Department onlers of that dati", which read as follows: 

i. A IxHiriluf oflifeiB, (<. miipist "I' Miij. Tliarles McClui-e, rliiof pavmiist.T of tlje 
(lr-|.:iiriiifinr ; M^O- 1. U. (;«iiti-,iil'fiii, Sci-oml Div^'oiL, I', s. v., imil »a-<-oju\ l.iciit. M. A. 
llililretli. Kirst Novtli Dnkotii, U.S. V., is Iji^n-ljv ii]i]niiiitfil to iiicet and c.uiCer witb 
a <'Oiiiiiiitti->> naiiieii li.v Ills exi-elleiicy Dh-iMion (jencnil ])!<)(" iIh Iiib Kios y Nii-Jiliiii, 
S|iiiiiish Army, loc the piirixiHU, us Htiiteil, "<il' ulenriiij^ tllI^ n<^niuiDt,'4 uf the S|>;iniHh 
<iover]iuic]it in the rhilipiiiueH.'' Thi' bonrd will iletcnuiue iipnii some, ilrfinite 
iTuiirsH of ]iroc<'ilure b; wliii'li the Sjiuiilxh cninitiittM f:iii L:ive iH'ct-HH to nil riscfirilH 
;iiirl cliiiMmx'atH now i:i posxcwion of tbi' ('iiit«il states Hutlioritii-K nhich itum.v 
ilf«ii'e ti) roiisnlt, and will arrnnge thci-eUJi'. NopropiTfy ori-erorilKKSii be ilelivered 
until (lie propDHeil traBty recuiveK viilidity tbnm^'b ratilicntioii, mid tbc board will 
cimtinni" its BtissioiiB uiiticipiitiiif!; thiit evtnf, wlieii di>(init*i iiiHtriiclioiiB looking tii a 
Ketl.luitient of jiitblic .iHitirR, .iiiilioiiil iind ixi'CDtivp, I'nii Ih' rouvoytd. The bo;ird 

ilH duMii'd notion iiiid iii\f it ev>'r,v yussilile fiicitity iMiiniBlciit with the |>rp>w!it sbitiiR 

On .lannary 'M 1!01 ronimissioned officers and 2,-141 enlisted men. 
prisoners of war, and tibunt 2(M» sick oliicers, also prisoners, wJio 
departed individually under privileges specially granted, had sailed for 
Spain. Several thousand remained within the walled town, wlio^^e 
piobable conihict in the event of serions diatnrbances within the city 
was tlie anbiect of inucli si>e<nlative discussion. 

From August, I8!IS, to the time the treaty of Paris came from the 
representatives of the contracting Governments, the insurgents had 
maintained their military lines around ^IManila on the plea tliat they 
desired to be prepared to meet the soldiers of Spain, should she return 
to her late poHwessions. As soon as the result of the treaty negotiations 
became known, the dishonesty of that plea became fully apparent. 
Then the erisia in the insurgent goverament was at hand. A^uinaldo 
and his able adviser, Mabini, the man who had furnished the brains for 
the radical element and who. in fact, was the go\ ernnient, proposed to 
transfer thedeclaration of open hostilities fn)m Spain to the United States. 
Tills the (-<niKervative members of the cabinet and congress would not 
coiinCenaiir'e. and the result was their witliT'awal, Wabini was able to 
tiirm a new cabinet with himself as dictator, and to dominate the 
remaining memt)ers of congress, liideiiendence was the cry and the 
e.xtei'mination of the Americans the determination. They then sought 
an excuse to inaugurate hostilities, but the United States had kept 
strictly within its legal rights and iiad simply |>erforme<l its lutenia- 
tional obligations. Kepeated eflbrts were made to secure sopiie mark 
of recognition for their government from the American authorities, 
someof wiiich appeared to be ipii teen rminglv devised. 1 was addressed 
by sociilhwl ministers of slate on dij)l"matic subjects, and w)i« visited 
by accredited members of the Malolos governnient. The varions foreign 
cx>nsiils resident in Manila were officially informed by this government 
of its jiroeeedings and Cnrnislii'd with cojiies of its so-called decrees. 
J(cviT since the time Agnijiald" rernrned to Uavite in May of ISDS and 
]ila(-(Hl liiiiiself under tlic niasterfut spirit of Slabini had he the slight- 
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est intention to ai^cept the kiiul offices and a»;sistaiice of tbe L'liited 
States, except as they might )>e employed to hokl Spiiiii throttled while 
he worked th« scheme of Kelt'-Hgirraiidizeiiiciit. His success was not in 
the least astonishing, »s iiiter the various islands Inul driven out the 
few remaining and dii-icouniged soldiers of their openly dei^larcd enemy, 
tliey nafuraily turned ti> I.uKon for anne form of ceutnil frovernment, 
the islands of the south hein^ well »wiii'e of their inability to maintain 
successful separate and distinct political establishments. The crude 
one in pi-ocess of formation in central liuzon ottered itself tlinmgh its 
visiting agents and wasaccfptetl in part [notwithstaiidinjir race aninios 
ities and divergent bnsiness interests) and very pn»bal>Iy because no 
other idtemative was ottered. The eight months of o])]>(n-tunity given 
the ambitious Tagalo by tlie hohl on'Spiiin whiih the United States 
warntaiiied was sulDcient also for him to send his troops mid designing 
men into the distant xirovinces and hold the unarmed uittives in subjec 
tion while he imposed military authority, and thus in December, 1S9S, 
we lind in northern and southeastern LuKon, in Mindoro, Samar, Leyte. 
I'auay, and even on the coast of Mindunao and in some of the smaller 
islands, the aggressive Tagalo, present in person, and whetlier civil- 
ian or soldier, supreme in authority. The success which attendeil the 
political etforts of AguinnWo and his close associates, aiul gave tliem 
snch sudden and unexpected power was not calculated to induce them 
to ac<«iit subordinate ]iositions in a reestablished government, and tlie 
original premeditated intention to control supremely at least a portion 
of the Filipino people had become flrndy HxeiL The cry for liberty 
and independence (really license and despotism under their governing 
methods) aud the vile aspersions of the motives of the United States, 
which they have widely circulated, have served them to stir u|» distrust 
and ^ear of the American annmg tlie pe<)p]e to a considerable extent, 
especially those of Tagah) oiigin. The charge which they continnally 
brought, until Decenjber last, tliat the United States administialion in 
power intended to restore the islands to ripain, which until then was 
the chief cause of discontent and excitement, and in the asserted truth 
and circulation of which they were greatly assisted by the Spanish, 
resident and reineseutative, fell Hat when the I'esult of the labors of 
the L'aris treaty irommissions became known. Then the pretext thai 
the United iStates was about to substitute itself for Spain, contiiuiing 
all her fornrer governing abuses, including the imposed authority of 
the hated friar, was resorted to and had its effect on the ignorant 
masses. Whatever action the United States might now take, exct'nt to 
imme<liately withdraw its authority and subie<'t tlie jieople to anarchy 
and the European vast i)roperty interests in these islands to destine- 
tion, could be so tortured as to suppoit this pretext. It was eagerly 
waited for by the now irresjionsiblo baTui ol' conspii'ators at Malolos, 
few of whom had anything to lose and everything to gain by iiu;iting 
hostility. The United States pvodamation issnedou the tthof Januiiry 
offered tiiem the first opportunity and was tlie Ojiportunity which they 
desired. No sooner was it published than it brought out a virtual 
declaration of war ftotii, in this instam^e at least, the wri'tchcdly advisisd 
President Aguinaldo, who, on January 5, issued the following: 

'riie ^verDiiient of tlie Philippines hax cimttiikrrd it itx iliity tii ne-.t f'nrtb ti> the 
idviliititit powers the fiu>tH<letoi'iiiiiiiii|r tlm rnjitiire iil'ila iiiniriLbln rnlatiiitiH witii tlii' 
army of ttiu i'nited StutoB of America in tliiisii iBiiiiata, to the end tliiit they inay 
theriiby rencih tlio coiivii'.tlon l.li»t I, for iii.y part, linvo done iiverytliitiif iioshiIiIo to 
avoid it, :iUlioiit>li at llm <^<iBt nf m:iiiv ri^litti iixeleH^lT saiirificed. 

/lOivt th<: naval voiiili^it, which orc-iircpd on May 1 oi' lant year, Untnei-u tliu 
Spnaisll 8([ua<li'iiii iiiid that of Atiierii-n, Ihe conn nan di^r <if the liitter conxeiited to 
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luv Ti-tiiiii I'linii H.iii^rkniij,^ t>i thU lieliivuil xoil, ;inil lie diatributcil uinoiig the 
Pi'liliiiiim siMNi! viHea loitud ii> tlm arseiial at Caviu:, doulitlesH with tlir- ititentinu 
uf n!Kstal>lisliill<; (liu revolution, sorativhat <]iiieted by the i-onvcution of liinona- 
bnto, iit oi'der tn have the l''ilipiiiot> on faU side. 

Tlitt pijop]«, iiilliiiiiiceil by tbe diicliirittioii <if war between the ['uited .Stutes imit 
%aiii, iiiiilerBtoiiil the iKiiesKity of lighting for tliuir liberty, feeling sure thiit t<|>aiii 
wimlil l>e deKti'nyiMl and reiidpn-il iiicapahli- of Icailitifr tbrin along the rond to pros- 
jierity and progress. The I'ilipiiios Imited my advunt with joy, and I hod the buuor 
of iH'iliK pro'lHimed lender on ucconnt of Ihi- Kt-i'viees which I had rendeivil in thi; 

Then all the KilipJiioN witlioiit ilistiiictioii of <-taH!U's took arms, »iid evory 
province linxti'ned to e^pel from its A'untiers the l^panish forces. Thii in the i:xp1a- 
natinii [>f tliu fai^t tliat, after the lupae oi' so short a piiriiHl of time, my govei'umeni 
Tiilfa the n-hole of l.in<oii, the Visiiya Islands, and a part of Mindanao. 

AUbon<:h the N'orth Au]eri<-auH took no part in these nkllitaiy ojierntions, whii-h 
cost no little bliiod and golili my goverunient doen not diKiivoir tli<' ftict that lh<' 
destntctiim of thf l^pnniHhsiiiiiidron and the gift of some riHes I'rom the iirsenni to 
my ])eopIe inllnene<:d the progresn of onr hiidh to some ustent. It vrus also taken 
for icranti'd tliat tin- Ami^i'iiun 1'orcea would iii'Ci'saavilv synipnthize with the revo- 
Intion «-liicli they hud niHiingi'd to eiu-onnige, and wbit^h Lad saved them niucli 
blood and gri-iit liardehipH: and. nbovo nil, wu entert:(ini-d absuliite contidi-nce in 
the history iind tniditions of a |M'0|dr ivhii'h fonj^ht for its indi'pi-ndeiii'u and for the 
alioHtion of sInviTy, whii'h poNi'd as thi- vhampion liberator of oppressei) peoples: 
m- lelt onrHelvi'H nndei' the siife^^nanl of tt free people. 

TIjii Amcrirans. seeint; the frirndly disjiosilion of thi' Filipino ppo]d<', dtsciii' 
biirkc'd forces a', the ton n of Tariinaiine and took np ]>"sitions nil ulong the tint- 
as it WHS invi'sti'd by Mjy troopa. ii tu compelli'd to surn-nder iit the first attark. In 
this I ford; ii verv jK-tive jiiirt. iilrlioiigli 1 was not notiHed, inv forc;irs reaching as 
far ;is tin- .-nl.iirlis id".\lalHli', Krmita. I'aeii, fianipab"', and Tondo. 

NotwiOiHtiinding these corvicpK. and althongh the Spaiuanls ivonld not have snr- 
rciiiii'i'ed but foi- tlir fact that niy tioojis had closed i-vi'ry aveiine of i-acape to the 
toivna of llir intoi'ior, tlie Ameii<-aii generals nut only ignored ine entirely in thv 
stipniations fur <'H|>ttiilation, bnt also n>i|neBted that my forces shonld retire from 
the port oft^avito and the snbnrbn of Manila. 

J re]>ri'Heiiteil to tbi' .\nierican genemla the injitsttr-e donn me. and tei|nestedin 
friendly terms that Ihi'y should at least expressly recognise nty cooperation, bat 
thev ntterlv ib'clini-d to do so. NevertliclesH, being always deslrcins cif showing 
I'riendlim'ss and good feeling toward those who called themselves liberators of the 
till' I'hillppini- people, 1 ordered my troops lo i>viM;nate the port of Cavite and the 
siibnrbs of Ermita, !>l»late, Sanipaliic, auil Tondo, retaining only a portion of the 
Hiibnrbof Paco. 

In spite of tbeKeeonocssiona, not many days passed before Admiral Itewey, withoat 
any reason whatever, an-estedonrBteniu lannoiies, which bad bm-u plying in the bay 
of JManilit with his expi-esa consent. Almost at the sanie time I received a letter 
fl'om <<enernl <>titi, I'ommander uf the Amerii'an army of occnpation, demanding that 
T ahuiUd withdraw my forces be.vond the lines marked on a map which he also sent 
me, and whiirh showed within the lines the town of Paudacan and the hamlet of 
^ingaloDg, which never have belonged to the nmnicipal area of Manila and its 

In riewof thin nnjnsti liable attitude of both .^luericau loaders, 1 anmmonetl a conn- 
cil of my gi^uerals and aski'd the advioe ••{ ni.v cabinet, and in conformity with the 
o|iiniun uf both bi>dies I nauieil com mission el's, who placed themselves in conimuui- 
catiiin with these Anierieana. Althongh Aitmiral Dewey ivoelved in an insolent 
manner and with aggi'esHivi> nliraaes my coiniuissionei's, whom he did not permit to 
speak, I yielded to the frion<liy snggestions of (Toueral Utis, withdrawing my forces 
to the desired line fur the pnrpose of avoiding contact with his troops. Tills gave ' 
rise t.o many misnndomtandiiigs, bnt I hi»|H'd that om^e the Paris conterence was at 
an end my ^nple wonld obtain the independenee promiaed them by the consiil- 
geiii-rai in Singapure, Mr, I'ratt, and that the friendship foniicriy sssnri'd and pro- 
claimed in inaidliistoeii and speechos would tx' established by the American generals 
who have i-eai'hed these shores. 

lint it dill nut torn unt thns. '['he saidgi'it<>rals accepted my concessions in favor 
of peace and flieudahip as indications of weakness, Tbiis it is that, with l-ising 
ambition, they oi'dered forces to Iloihi on Dei'ember 26, with the |>nr]iose of acquir- 
ing for t.lieniaelves thi' title of oonqncrors uf that portion of the I'hitippiue Islands 
occupied by my go*'ornnient. 

Such proi'odiii'es, so foreign to the dictatua of rnltiu'e nnil the usages observed by 
civiliKcd nations, gave me the right lu act willioat obser\ing the nsnal rules of 
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NevDrthvlues, in oriler to b<' rorrovt t<i the •^iiil, I Kent tn <itiiural Oti.s 
H vhui'ged to Huliuit Liiii to ilesiHl IVuiii his rush iMiterpi-Uu, hut tliv.^ 
nt'i'e nut lixteiii^it tii. 

JIv Koventmeut ciiii not roinaiii iiiilill'eront ii> view iirsiivh a violent unci iifigriiHsivn 
»Bi/uiv iif a (iMtiiin of itK territory by ii niitiim wliirli Iiiih arroKiiteU to it^«'tf th.-. 
titli'. rlinmpiuii iif oppreHueil itiitioits. ThiiH it is Hint my {{uvi'iMniutit ia i1iri)>0Ktiit 
to <<|»'n hmttililius if thu Aniiiriciiii trooiw iLtteni|)t to t«l<e 1'oi'cilile [loiiHi'HKiiiu ol' tlif 
Visa\a lalimils. I deuoiiiice tlii-su artn Imlord the wurlil, iinjrilurtli:it thi'dinsiiieiicr 
of irnLiiiiiiicI miM- pr<iiiimii(ro its inliiltihhi vfiviii^t :ih to who :>re tlii^ true upjirossurH nl' 
)i:ilii.iLS ;>i|rl thci tjirmuiitjii'H of tiniiimi Ittud. 

l!]iiiu their heiids bu oM tlie blrni'l ivliii']\ inriv hi' a)i<vj. 

t-;Mi].i.. A<:inNAI.I)0. 

M .vr^l.lis, Jiinnarg .7, WSa. 

A niimber of copies of this uiitortiiii:ite declaration were apeeiiily sent 
out for ciieulatioii aDiong tlie people, when an cfVort was iiiaile to leiriill 
tbem ajtd substitute an anieude<1 edition, but a few iiad found their way 
to >initi1a and were eageily soufrlit after by tlie citi/ens. That eveii- 
infr thv insurgent newspujier entitled "The Herald of the Ki'volutioir" 
pulilislied a euppleiiieut in which the following appeai'ed : 

Dn'IrlAJ, MANIKBSTO OK TIIK flrR.SlDli.VT OP TUB HI'; VOLUXIOSAUV 0OVK11N JLKN'T I 

T» inj' hrotlierR, the FiiipinoB, ami to itll tlie resjii'c table cousula nml utiiei' 
I'orciaiierB : 

A priieliimation of Mr. K. 8. Otin, iii^ijor-jtt'ncial of the I'lilti.'d States Voliiiiti'.iTr.. 
appi-(ire:I in Miiiiilu papers yi'nti^rihi.v, i'oiii]ii'1lfil me to issue liie present, nitli ii 
view to eiipoye t« ul] who Ti>»<l ;in<1 iiuilorBtanil the present iliicnnioiit inj moHt aol- 
eniii protest a^fitinst the whole coutiiiitK of tlie eiiid pniclanintioii, thu ilntien of my 
coiiH<-iiin-e toward (ioil, my political i^ouipromiHes townrd my belo^'ed people, nnil 
ni.v private ami official relationship with the l.'niti'd Ktates nation, all of wliioh 

The lieiieral Otis ciilleil himself in the said pi'or'i 
I'hilipiiiiii^ iHliitnlH. I protest one »ui1 a thonsaiiil 
son], aValnst auch uuthorJty. 

I solemnly lieiilnre timt neither at Singiipore, Honglioiig, nor licro in tlie I'hilip- 
pinirs iliil I ever "{jree, by word or in ivi'itiiis, to recoffiilKc the sovereijjnty of Aiiht- 
ica ill tliii onr lovely eonntry. On tiie cnnlrary, 1 (Isi^laro that I Tittiirneil to thoHt- 
Uloude, tranBiiortetl by the UniiBtl Ntut(^H iuaii-of-waT, on the l!)th of May lant, with 
the ilecidud and iirni intiMition to fi;;ht the r>paDiaiilK in order to reeoniiuor our lili- 
erty and inile|>eiideac-u. I have thus cli^-iareil in my oRlc-ial pro(;Iai nation dated May 
24, and I have likewise ]iiiblisbed In a iiianifRNt aildresstiil to the l<'iliiiino people 
on the l-^th of .Iiine liwt, when, in my native villaj^e of Kiiwil, I exbil>it«<l fur the 
flrat time our holy national Hag as ii sacred euibleui of that siibliinc aspiration, and 
finally, so it was coniirnied by tlie American genera]. Mr. Merritt, antoeeaaor of Mr. 
K, S. Otla, In the manifest which lie addresst^d to tlie Filipino people daj;a before 
lie iniimaUd tbe Spitntsb Kenaral, Mr. .laucWiion, the anireuder of thu city of Jliiniln, 
in whiuh manifeat he clearly and positively said that the stiiiy and navy of the 
United Statea came here to give ub our lilierty and destroy the bad rule of the Sjian- 
ish lioveruiiient. To say iillat a time, nationals and IbroiKoei's ai'e wltni'Ssi>« tliat 
the army and navy of the Unitoil States atatiooed hertt luive a^iinovrledgeil the fact 
of the belligerunc:y of the Fiiipiiii)s, wlioso Hag baa trinniphantl; eiossi^d our Si^aa 
before the eyea of the loreign nations heie repreaenteit liy their respective consuls. 

Aa ill General Otis's proclamation ho ailndtid to sonm instruotioiis edited liy His 
Excellency the President of the Ignited States, leferringto theiidminiatrationof thw 
. matters in ttie Philippine Islands, 1 in tbe nam^t of (iod, the root and fountain of all 
justice, and that of all tho right which has lM«n visibly grunted to me to direct my 
dear brothers in the difficult work of onr reEeneration, protest moiit solemnly against 
this intrusion of the United Sla.tus Government on tlie aovei'ei^jnty of thoae islands. 

1 eijnully iirotest iu the name of the Filipino people a^'uinst the said intrusion, 
Ijocaiise as lliey bavc granted their vote of con ft donee upiiciinting me pn«iiient ol 
tbe nation, although I don't conaiiler that I deserve snch, tberefovi- I consider it my 
duty to defend to death its lilierty and iiKlependence. 

Finally, I protest against such an uno.\-iiected act of sovereignty of the I'nited 
Stati-s in these islandH, in the name of all the iirneeedings whieh I have in my pos- 
Hcseion with regani to my rehitionahip with thu United iStaten antlioritles, which 
unmistalialily prove that the United States did not taltc me from Hongkong to Hglit 
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lln) SpaiiiarilH ii.] I lii;ir Ijeuelit, but ttiv tlic UeiK^lit of our liljerty .iiid i[i<le)iei]ilfi]i k, 
Cor wliiKli iiiiiiiuw tim Hftiil authoritii'S verbally iiroiiiitieil mo tlicir nirat ileciileil 
assiittajiut aiKlullluiK'iiiiiHorjuiierabiiin; ami no shuiilil you all myilenv liruttiirts uiiilcr- 
stHiid. in cirilar that 'tve miiy iinititil act lu'ciiiiliug to ilin iileaiit'oiir lili<-rt,v iiiiil iude- 
peiiilmici-, ivliiuli were uiir iiioHt tiiililt ili^HireH. and asHtst n'itli >'u)li' wul'k tn Dlitiiin 
»iir aim ivitli tho stn-iigth tvhicL mir old coiivii'tiuii ii);iv :i1?'uri1 anil niiiai not ^n 
liack ill tlie vrny of glory wliitli ive liiive obtained. 

TI113 uiiinistakiible iiitoiitioti nC A^iii'iiililo, us shown in tbese |iiotla- 
iitatii)im,t)ilccii in coiineclion with the weil known fact that whaf i-utiiitins 
of'liis congruss was subservient to .liabini's dietiitioii, was aui]ileii'itif* 
to the troops to preiiarc lor hostile (leriiojifitnitioiis on the part of rlii- 
insurgent unny. <ireater iire<;iintioruiiy measures were diieited and 
taken in tlie way of redistributing!; organization;; throiifihoiit the oity, 
in advaiieinjj and strengthening (thoagh still far within our own 
nuitiially conceded niilitsiry lines} our posts of observation, and for the 
quick response of tlie men if summoned for defensive action. Other- 
wiae no chaiifie iu the (;ouduct, conditiou, or temper of the troops was 
observable. So <jiuetly wero these precautions eflected tliat Filipino 
<;itiKen8, uoticiug the apparent iudiifei-enee of onr men, warned me 
repeatedly of the danger to be apprehended from a sudden simul- 
taneous attack of the insurgents within and without the city, and 
were quietly informed that we did not anticipate any great difticulty. 
Another very noticeable i)roof of premeditated intent on the part of 
the insurgents was jierccived in the excitement manifesto by the 
natives and their renufval in large numbers from the city. All avenues 
of (sxit were tilled with vehicles transporting fatnilies and household 
eR'ects to surrounding villages. The railway properties were taxed to 
their utmost capaeity iu carrying the fleeing inhabitants to the north 
within the protection of the establir^hed insurgent military lines, 
Aguiualdo, by written communications and messages, invited his old- 
time friends to send their families to Malolos, where their safety was 
assured, but Hongkong was considered a more secure retreat and was 
taken advantage of. A carefully prepared estimate showed that 4((,(H)» 
of the inbabitiiiitsof the city departed within the period of fifteen days. 

lilarly in the month 1 bad cabled the authorities at ^^'ashington that 
open hostilities at Iloilo meant war throughout the islands, and that 1 
bad cautioned (5eneral Miller and the troops at Iloilo Harbor; and on 
the 0th instant I received ajoint dispatch signetl by the Secretaries of 
the Army and Navy and addressed to Admiral Dewey and myself, con- 
veying the instructions aud suggestions of the President, which were 
in part as loltows: 

Amuiost desjroiiB (bai roiilliit be avoided. Yonr etat.ioieiit tbat a conflict at 
Iloilo or {it Hiiy otlier »iiiitlii.'ni |>ortE uieanH wiiv in iill the islands iticreasas tliat 
di-Mire, Siii^li (loulliot would be most nulorlnriiite conBidcriiig the |iresojit, and mijtht 
have i-eBiiltM iiufavorBlily art'ei't iii;; the futiin'. Glad jon Aid not i>erinit Miller to 
biiuK oil hostilities. Time given the iiiBiirgeuls can not injure ns, and luiiBt weaken 
onddisuonra^^e tbeni. TJiey will mm- onr benevolent unrposeH auil ii'co^nize tbat 
before w{> oau give tbeiii goml government oar siivoreignty nniHE be conceded and 
unqnestloned. Tact aud kindness most OBBentiii! at this tiim'. ' * ' We accepted 
tliel'hIlippinflHfrom liighdnty in tbeinteieBt«of thHiriiihabitantiiand for liatnanil.v 
and eivlhxatiun. Our aacritleeN were made witb t.biK bnniane motive. We desire to 
inipnive the conditiou of tlie inhabitant's, Bi^eking tbeir pesee, liberty, and pursuit 
of tbeir highest good. ^ '' Will eeiid coitnuisBionerM if you tbink ileaintble to 

fioonerate witb yon lioth in ynar delicate tusk. 'ITiey can not leave beie lor two 
weeks or reach Manila for two nionthx. * " ~ If nossiblc to liHsten repatriation 
of Spanish Ruldiers before the treaty is ratified it will be done. ^ ' ' Hope good 
itiiunnel will prevail among tbe inbabitauts and that yon will find iiieaus to avoid 
I>lood8in'd and reatine trtinqiiillitv to that nnhajipv island. How is the bcalth of 
Miller's conmnind? 
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When tliis diapatcli was sIiowti Admiral Dewey he imuKHliiitely 
remarked tliat be bad ret'iim mended a couimissioii, and desiriiifi to be 
in accord with him 1 cabled as follows: 

Makii^, p. 1., January 10, ISP9. 
AiijUTANT-GBNaBAi,, Waahttigtun : 

H:ive eonlerrtid tvith Adiiiind Dewey. We think conuiiissioners of tact and dis- 
cretion eoiild do exeelleut wnrk licsrii. Great <liltic[ilty is tliat leaders cau not oon- 
trol ignuraiit clnsBes. Health cif Mtllor's commuDd good. 

1 also cabled : 

Onr troopH well hi liiinil iind confident that we can nient cmerRi'ncii'B. I.oiig i-un- 
ference Inst ni^lit and I'uuiesHions aaki'd. but insnrjrcntA liavii nii dolinite idea uf 
wbilt tUey want. Further coiil'ereu<'<' to be Iield. 11 pi^iice ki>i>t I'oi' few ilaj's iniii'o 
immndiate danger will have passed. 

The injimctious of His Kxeelleiicy the President of the United States 
t« exeit ourselves to preJierve the peace had an excellent efleet upon 
the command, Ullicers and men, conlident of tijeir ability to sncoesa- 
fiilly niiscc tiie declared enemy, were restless under the restraints wliieh 
had been imjiosed and were eager t() avenge the insults receivc<l. ^ow 
they siibniit; very quietly to the taunts and aggressive demonstrations 
of members of the insurgent army who continue t^> throng the streets 
of the business portions of the city, 

Subseqnent to January ."», and beliire the I'l-esidont's message had 
been received, f was ai>proaclied by inlbiential l''ilijiino gentlemen 
(through an agent, an Ameri«»m citizen, they fearing that their indi- 
vidual safety would bo endangered should they t^all in person) who 
expresse<l a strong desire lor continued pi'4iee and an harmonious set- 
tlement of difficulties. Tbey asked me to api>oint a commission which 
could confer with one to be appointed by the Malolos government, with 
a view to working out a plan for the adjustment of the coiiHicting 
political interests of the partiea concerned, Keply was nuule that the 
so-called Malolos government r^uld not beofficially recognized by word 
or act, but that I would gladly call a boanl of oHlcois to ooutter with 
one which General .Vguinaldo might appoint. The gentlemen made 
two or three hurried trips to Malolos, and on January 9 I received the 
following communication : 

Mai.oLOK, .January 9, 1SD9. 

Maj. Gen. E. S. Otis, 

General of the Ameriea» Forvm of Oixupaixon in Manila. 

Gbxii^kal: J have been infoiineil after the interview between tliu com miss toners of 
my government and Mr. (Jarmnn tliftt tiK'rewill be no iiicoDvenience on your iiart 
in uaiuiiig, as iiominaudin^ genera], repreaentatives tliat will confer with thi>sB whom 
I will nairie ior the siinu- ..lyot^t. 

Although it not being explained to nie theTeasnnwhyyonconlclnot treat with tbo 
(^om'uissionera ol' my goveniiiient, I have the I'aunlty J'tir doing the sanie witli thoso 
of the commanding general, "who o(uini)t borecogni^^ed." Nevertheless, for the sake 
of peace, I have <:<mBidei'ed it artvisiLble to name, aa "commanding genoriil," a etnn- 
mlssionuoinposeilofthe following gentlemen: Mr. l-lorentiuoFIereH, Kiilrasio t'bires, 
and Mimuel Aigiiellea, that tlioy may togi<tlier represent ine and ai-rive at an niicord 
with tbose whom you will uatni', with tlie ob.iei't of nsiug such methods oh will nor- 
malinB the actual sitnatioii i-reiitcd by the attitude of ynni' Govei'nmeot and Iroops. 

If , Ton will deign to attend toHaid eonnn i mien ern and llirimgh these methods einne 
to B<)monnder8t;iii<ling, "if only temporary," that will inHuri- the peace and harmony 
among oiii'selveB, theVilipino pnidie would reaeh a gnitufnl gtoi'y,' 

I am,yonrn, General, with the higheal cnoHideration, your most respected servant. 
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Reply was at once made to Aguinaldo's peculiar letter, aud was ex- 
pressed in the following terms: 

lliiQks. Dej'T. Pacific and Eiiuitii Ahsiy Cohi'S. 

M'liiila, l: I., Jannaru 9, 1S93. 
Gc-rifral Khilio Aqtinalpo, 

I'omiHandinn KevohiUonarji Forces, Malolofi, P. I. 

Cii^XKKAi, : I hnve the Iionor ti> acknowleilge tlio retseipt of your com m tint cation of 
tu-tliij', mid am much pleased itt the nctioii you have taken. I gieatly rejcn-t that 
you liave not !i cleiir iiiiderHtiindiiig ol'in.v position aud itiotives, ;ind truHt that my 
explanution, assisted 1i; thn i.'on t*crenee 1 biivc inTit«d, wi]| make them clear t<i you. 

Ill m.T iiflicial capai^ity 1 ain uierel.v tlie agent of the United Stales Uoverument to 
cuijitiict its ail'airs nuder the limits vbicb itn coustitiition, law»,prevBdciits,aud ape- 
cilic: instructious prescribe. I liava not tlie aiitlioritj to recognize any uotional or 
ci\i] power not iilready formally rei-oguiied 1jy my Govemment, unless specially 
uiilhorii-od to do so 'ly tLe iitBtinctions of the Kxeoutive of the I'uited States. For 
tills reason I ivas iinatile to receive otticiully tliti reprenetitatives of tlie revoliitiooary 
go\'eriim(>Dt, and undviivorud to make that inability clear to the distinguished gen- 
tlemen with wliom 1 had the pleasure to converse a few evenings since. You will 
henr witness that my course throughout uiy entire official i-onneclion with affairs 
here has heen I'onHisti'Ut, anil it bas pnined me that I have not been able to receive 
and answer I'onimunioations of the cabinet oDiiers of the government at Malolos, 
fcitriiig that I might be erroneously charged nitb lack of courtesy. 

rcrniit me now liiielty, Ceiievnl, t« speak of the serltios iiiisiinderataadiug which 
exists between the Filipino iicojile aud tlje representatives of the Unitcif States 
(ioveriniient, and which I hope that our commissi oners, by a thorough discnssion, 
ma.v be able to dlapel. I eintc-rely believe that all desire peai'e and harmony, and 
yet by the maGbiniitious of t'vil-dlB]>osed persons we have been inllni'Dccd to think 
that vi- oci-ujiy the jiosition of adversiiries. The I'llipinoa ajiiiear to liu of opinion 
that we medttate attiick, while I am tinder the strict orders of the President of the 
ITnitiMl States to avoid conliit-t in every way possible. My troops, witnessing the 
earni'KtneHs, the comparatively di?turbeil and unfriendly attitude of the ret'olution- 
ary tionjis, and many of the citiiieii.'' of Manila, concluiLe that active hostilities have 
heen dctcritiiiied iijion, although it ninst be i-]t'iir]y within the coinprehensiim of 
uuprejndiced and reflecting minds that the n'clfari' and hajipiiicss of the Fitipiuo 
people depends njion the friinidly protection of the riiited stati-a. The hand of 
t^paiii was forced, and she h.is ncknowlt'dgeil before the whole world that alt her 
claimed rights in this country have di-paited by due process of law. This tri'aty 
aeknowledgmeiit. with the couilitions which aceoinpany it, awnits riitUicatiou by 
tlie Senate i>f the ruited States ; and tlic action i)f its Congress must also be secured 
lielbie the Hxccutive of that (ioviTnmi-iit can proeliiim a dcllnito policy. That pol- 
icy must conform to the will of the peo]ilc of the t'nited states expressed through 
its rcprcsentativen in Confirexs. Kor that action the Kilipiim people should wait, 
at least, before severing the oxisting friendly relations. 1 am governed by a, desire 
to further tlie interests of the Filipino pco)i1e and shall continue to labor with 
that end in view. There shall lie no loullict of forces if lam able to avoid it; and 
etill I shall endeavor to inaitit;iiu a }io,sition to meet all emergemieB that may arise. 

I'ei'iiiit me to niiliscribc mvself. General, with the highest resjicct, your moat obedi- 
ent servant, 

E. S. Otis, 
MujoT-General, V. S. T'., Gommaiiiling, 

The following!: order i.-ii!lii)g a boiinl was thereitpoii issued, and the 
president of the same was directed to lUTange for a meeting with the 
coininission appointed by Aguinaldo sis soon as practicable: 

SeiociAL OnuRBS, > Hi>i(ns, Dept. I'acific ANti KiiiHTii Army CDiire, 

No. 9. \ MuHila, r. I., Januai-s 9, JS99. 

(Eitiwl.I 

a. llrlg. Gen. R. P. Hughes, U. S. V., Col, .lanicsF. Smith. First Call lorn in \-olimteers, 
Lieut. Cbl. K. H. Ci-onder, jndge- advocate, U. S. Volunteers, are hereby appointeil a 
commission to meet a eoromisaion of like number appointed by General Aguinaldo, 
and to conifer with regard to the situation of affairs and to arrive at ,1 Diiitual under- 
standing of the intent, purposes, aim, aud desires of (he Filipino people auA the 
people of the United States, that peace and barmouioiis relations between these 

""■-tive peoples may be continueil. 

!:omniaml of Major-General Otis; 

Thomas H. Babuy, 
Jasiataiit .^djiilaHt-Oeneral. 
W 6 
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The representative boards engaged in. joint conference on the evening 
of the day the order was issued, and had repeated and prolonged even- 
ing sessions, sometimes extending far into the night. Minutes of pro- 
ceedings were kept and submitted, and the various extended argnments 
indulged in were duly reported to me after the adjournment of each 
special session. The boanl representing the insurgent interests could 
not give any satisfactory explanation of ttie quiilified sovereignty, meas- 
ure of protection, or si>eciflc autonomy which it tliought should be 
vested in or enjoyed by the respective governments, nor present any 
practical plan for the solution of the vexed political problems which 
constantly arose in tlie progress of the discussion. It conceded the fact 
that the protection of the IJnited States was essential to the integrity 
and welfare of the islands, but could not determine how that protection 
should be applied; certainly not to the extent of interference with 
Internal affairs further than the collection of customs, possibly, from 
which source the United States might re<;eive a comiienaation for tlie 
protection furnished. Tiiey begged for some tangible concessions from 
the United States Government — one which they could present to the 
people and which might serve to allay tlie excitement. Nothing could 
be accomplished without tlie sacriticeof someof the attributea of sover- 
eignty, and certainly that could not be done by any existing aiitiiority. 

Finally, the conferences becatne the object of insurgfiit snspieion, 
and of amusement to those who did not wish l>eneticial results. The 
newspapers announced that a peace commission was about to be sent 
from tlie United States, and it was observed that the volunteers were 
not being sent home as the newspapers announced had been ordered. 
What was the meaning of this coiiimission when one was in session 
already and why were the regular regiments being dispatched from the 
United States! The United Statea authorities were meiely endeavor- 
ing to giiin time to place themselves in position to impose slavery ou 
the Fihpinos. 

The members of the insurgent board inquired of our officers as to 
these matters. Upon the report of facts by General Hughes I informed 
him that I would address him an explanatory letter which he could 
present, if he chose, at the next and last conference, and accordingly 
sent him the Ibllowing communication: 

Manila, f. I., Januarg ^6, 1S39. 
Brigadier- General Muuubs, 

Chaii-man of wmniil.h« appointed to meet a commiilee appointed by Gtnti-al Agui- 

naldo to confer tuith regard to the situation of affairs and to arnve al a mutual 

vnderalanding of tht ivt*vt, purpoaee, nim, and detirea of ihe Filipino people and 

the people of the United States. 

Sir : I am infurm^d tliat the Kllipino T"3ople do not place oontidence in oni aooil 

iDtentioDH nbicb tliej are aeeking from this coiiCerunce. Tbe fact tbat tlie President 

has appointed a nnm miss ion bcoiiih to have coolirmed them in tlieir iniproBBions. It 

might be well, tlierefoiu, to give jou a brief history of events having relation to 

these commissionors. Tliey are as follows: 

Early in Ueoeuiber Admiriiil Dewey and myeelf received instrnctions from Wacli- 
Incton to report the condition of affairs and oli'er Buggeations. Upon Deoeniber 7 
Admtial Deivey telegraphed as follows : 

' irged that the President issue a proclautntion detlning the iioIi<'y 
" ■■ '■ '■'■'" ■ •■ einhahit- 



of tbe United States Govern nieiit hi the Philippine Islandsond showing the ii 
ants that it is our intention to interfere in tlie internal affairs of the Pliilippiu< 
little ae possible; that as they develop their capabilities of goveimnent thetr pow- 
ers and privileges will be increased. That will alliiy the spirit of unrest. The 
Spanisli soldiers should be expatriated as soon .is posHiblo; they are a source of dis- 
coid and dancer," 

And the Admiral goes on to say that a force of several regimeii1« raised from 
among the best insuigent troops and oiUcered by tbe best of their leaders would do 
much to disartu opposition. 
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Upon this auggestioi) I think the proclamation vtaa isaned. Later Admiral Dewey 
cabled (I think sometime abuut the Ist of January, I am not aware uf the date) that 
he thonght the appointment of a commi»(aion by the PreBideut wonid be an excellent 
thing. On January 9 1 was asked by the Wasbiiigton authorities what I thought uf 
the appointment ol a conimiet^ion to confer with the rcTolutionary authorities, and I 
replied that I thonglit it might do excellent work here. Before this date, early in 
January, I had been requestttd by prominent Filipinos to appoint a committee 
from Diy own command to meet a like committee to be appointed by General Agui- 
iialdo. This was done on Januiirv 9, one day before receiving the Washington dis- 

Eatch asking if J thought the ;ippointiiieiit of ii cumuiiesiou by the President would 
e iMlviiutai;eo«s, Heuce, what migUt lie style.! the two eommisHions have no rela- 
tionship wliatever. The one of which you are president, sitting to ascertain the 
desires of thi' Filipinos and having no uufbority to gnmt contessions except by 

?ermi8Blon of the Washington authorities j the other couimission, appointed from 
k'ashingtun, comes wich lull instructions I'runi the President of the United 8tat«e 
and einjiowereil to aet for him. 

On January IG I tetouraphed to Washington as follows: 

"Conditions improving; confidenoo of I'ltixens returning; business active. Con- 
ference held Satiinluy ; Intiurjgenta presented following statement, asking that it be 
cabled : ' I ndi'iHigned conimlKSiouers commander iji chief of revolutioniiry iirmy of 
these isljinils state to coiDmissiimers of (jeneriil Otis that aspiration Filipino peo- 
ple is iinlepeiidence,with restru'tions lesnlting fiom conditlnnK which its government 
agree with American when iKttor agree to olticialty i-ecognize the foimei',' No con- 
elnsion ri'iiched; another conferi>ni-e to-ujorrow evening. I nndei'staud insurgents 
wish (]inililii'd independence under I'nited States protection.'' 

To this dispatch no repiy ha« been rueeiveil. 

Upon aniitber mutter, viz, the sending of ief;ul,ir troops here, the purpose of 
wliieli hiis boon greatly niisiinderBtood, you m.iy eouimiuiicate the following dispat' h, 
received on Deceniber 7; 
"General Oti«, Mniiila; 

"The Secretary .if Wut dir.'ois you to send Astor Hattery home on first returning 
transport. If vi.ii can spai'e vulunteers to take first returning shiim, send them in 
the order of their jiriiviil. Six reirnlar regiments are in course of pi-epnratioii to 
re]iorE to you. It is ]iroI>able that part of them will sail direct from this coast by 
way uf canal— thus to give you good transports available for service from Sun 

The meaning and tiiteut of this ilispatch was to return the volunteer tioopa as soon 
as possible ami to send part baek by the transports then in the harbor, if practicable, 
Tliu Astor Uatlery was sent home, but 1 declined to send other volunteer troops at 
that time, as the rev.ilutionary govemiueiit had a^iinied a threatening attitude, not- 
wiflistuudtng onr great desire for p<'aee and harmony. The ordera from Washington 
have not ehuuged. 1 still have authority to return tlie volunteer trooje, so that they 
can be discharge.l in the United JStates, hy any Tetnrning vessels .available, but 1 
decline to return them as long as we ur.' threatened with active hostilities. Under 
the articles of capitulation still prevailing with Sjiain, as there has been no ratiHoa- 
lion as yet of a treaty, i am obliged to bold Manila and its defenses, but no hostile 
act will be inaugurated by the United States troops. 
Verv sincerely yours, 

E. 8. Otis, 
Major-GeHeial, ['. S. I'., United States Miliiarg Ooi-erno>: 

The commissioners beld tLeir final joint conference, I thinfa, ou 
January 25. With the insurgent representatives it was one continued 
plea for some concession which would satisfy the people. One of them 
was a man of excellent legal ability, who had occupied an important 
judicial position at Cebu under the Spanish Government for a number 
of years. He had recently arrived in Manila, and on the invitation of 
Aguinaldo had visited Malolos, He was animated with a desire to 
restore harmonious relations, or at least to eifect a temporary peace 
until the existing excitement could be allayed, when the people might 
listen to reason. He secured the appointment of Aguinaldo's board 
and was named thereon as the most important member, but he was so 
eircumscribed by specific instructions that he could not accomplish any. 
thing. I charged him with playing a false part, basing the charge on 
a knowledge of his legal acquirements. He confessed that he was fully 
aware of the untenable position he occupied, and was powerless under 
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the cireiunstaneea. He was an adept at legal fi<;tioii and could discover 
])regiiaiits both negative and positive iu every iuteniatioual postulate. 
The appoiutuieiit of the President's commission had caused so much 
S])eculation, both as to membership and object, that 1 desired to correct 
mistaken impresaions and to take away further opportunity for delib- 
erate falsehood, and knowing that this gentleman still held friendly 
relations with the Malolos authorities and desired to know the truth in 
the matter, I sent him the following itnotticial letter: 

Manila, 1'. I., I'ebra/irv ..', 1S99. 
ihm. Florhntinb Torres, Mauita, F. I. 

My Dear Silt: 1 am in receipt of a, WiiahiDj^toii tlispiitcli <lnte(l the lal^ instiLnt, 
which iuforjuB itie that the gentlemen wlio ex)ievt to scrvii un thu iiniposcil cumniis- 
ttion oti the part ol' the United States will reach Uongkoug on the 2lsr ul* tlie month. 
Tlief will {irobahly urrive here ulxiut tlie2')tb, 

So many iiincciinicics have been ajiteud abroad I'oncerninji; tho identity of the gcii- 
fleiiieD of the coiiimisaion that I deaii'u to mi>h<? explanaliun. They'aie Mcissri. 
Itouby, Schnrnian, »nd Wnrcester. liespeotiiig tlie lirst, lie in duubtleaB well kuon^ii 
iis the lat« United States niinister to China; the serouil is the president of Curuell 
1'niversity, ou« of the leading tnatitutione of loaniin^ uf the United i^tiites; the 
third is Professor Worcester, of tlie University c)f Mic'hisau, also one of our leading 
eiiuentors and wlio has a personal iic(|naiiitaiice with the Fliilippines. he having 
»pent some time liei'e. lie is a friend of Dr. Konms, of onr lieiiUh lioiird, wlio 
formerly iiuide a timr of the I'hiti|ijitue Islands in the interest of scieiii^c. 

1 am snre the reputation uf these gentlemen will coinmeuil them ti> the l''itipiuo 
people as men of probity, ability, and most hnmane sentiments, having a> heart 
the interest of that people. Admiral Dewey and niysulf have also lieeu ph^ed on 
this commission — the Governint-nt following the policy pursued with reterence to 
Cabaand Porto Rlcu. My own inclinations and deairc are vot to siTve tliereou, 
liein^ simplj' a soldier, but I must obey tlie ooininande of my Uoverninent. 

It IS quite ini])OTtant that Itiendly relations lie maintiiiueil in every way among 
all of us, and I am doing niy ntmost to that end. A great deal of fric^tion lias been 
caused by the actiou of troopn, resulting, I am eertain, from a misnnderstanding of 
conditions. Our siddiers are frei|ueQtly iiisulti^d and threiitoned within our own 
lines, but tljus fur have ([uietly Nnbmitteil, obeying their instrnttions. It; however, 
those threatening demonstrations should proec^id so far as to endaugur titV, 1 might 
not be able to bold tlium in check. I trust tliat llie r<'vol»rion:iry aiithoritii's will 
o put a stop to deniimstriitions siuiilar to those witnessed 

obedient .servant, 

1-:. S. Ona. 

A few days before the above letter wii.s written and on .January 2li, I 
was surprised by the recei|it of a letter from A^uiualdo because of the 
boldness with which he therein indicated bis purjmse to continue his 
jiBBumptions and establish their correctnesa by the arbitrament of wat. 
I cabled it in cipher to Washington in itccordaiice with his renuest, as 
it contained such suggestive aunouncements of the course of cionduct 
he was likely to |)ursiie. The cablegram and my reply to the commu- 
nication are as follows; 

Makii.a, p. I., .laiiiimg 27, 1SS0. 

ADJUTANT-GENKKAL, drtSftillfliOM ; 

The following rc:ccived : 



"Mni. Ge: 

"a 

"My govoi 



n Forest of Occupation in Manila : 



conviction that 

people making snperlin 

ality Iwfiito the civilisico powerK. 

"To this end, of the governments to. day recognized and observed among nultured 
nations they have adopted the form of government mtst compntildo with their 
aspirations, endeavoriog to adjust their actions to the dictates of reason and of 
right, iu order to denionstrate their aptitude for civil life. 
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"And, taking tlie lilierty to notify your rxKellency, I coiitidcntlj hope, ilm 
iu8tii;e til till- l'l)iiipi)inB people, j'oii «-ill lie pleased to inform tbo Govern; 
your iiatiiiii tliiit tliu di^sire of mine, npun being ucconleil ofiicial recognition, is tu 
ct>ntiJl>iite to the liest of its Kcaiity aliility to tlie eBtablisliTiient of a general peace. 

" Jl;iy yo<l lir«p yoiir exeelloncy miiJiy years. 



lljjiliis. Dept. Pacific ash Kiuiijh AmiY Corps, 

Manila, 1'. I., .laHHanj .'7, ISOO. 
Gen. Eiiii.io Aiicisalihi, 

VommaiiAmg I'kitipiiine Itfolufionarg lorcet. Malolos, P. I. 
GKNioiiAi.: 1 Lave the Lonor to inform yon tljar I received yesterday a coinmnnica- 
tioo ilated the :i3d. instant, sipiwl by yon iind pnrjmrting to he issned from the office 
of tlie secretary of I'orei^fn afl'airs of thr " I'hilippini- national Koverument." 

am plenseil to fnrthi-r iul'onn you that a traimtatioii of that coiuniunication iut» 
the Ku^liHh hm^uajj;!), ii.i xliown in thi' uocoinpntiying paper, lias heeu cabled in full 
to the t'liited States aulhoritics at Washington. 

I am, (ieiiernl, with ^ro.lt rcBpect, your obedient servant, 

E. S. Otip, 
Mi'Joi-Geiirial, V, S. V,, Cornmandiiiff, 

III tlie ine.iiitimedeiieritl Milter's coniinaiKl was retained iii the harbor 
of iloilo. It coiitiiiut'd to be f;:reatly ilUsatiKfied because it was not 
allowed to seize the city. The I'ifty-first Iowa Volunteers had remained 
on its tj-jiDsport since leiivitig San Francisco, a ]>eriod of more thau 
seventy days. It was very necessary to disembark it for sanitary rea- 
sons, and any attem]it to do so oti the Panay coast or the adjacent 
small islands would have resulted in condict with natives. It was 
directed to return to this harbor, wliere npoii arrival it was placed at 
Uavite, relieving the Tennessee regiment, which was brought to this 
city. On January 20 General Miller wrote that it would be his aim 
"to maintain the e.xisting conditions of friendly relations with these 
l>eoi)Ie," and continued: 

The people hi're "ill folloiv the conditious in Lnnon and will permit onr military 
occniuition of Iloiln as soon as ordered from the central yovemmeut. Outwardly 
the best ti'rma of fiiendahip exist perxonaity bt'twecn ns. I have infoi-med theui 
verbally that they conld go on with their nsunl ocoupatiuus, alloat and ashoiv, with- 
out interference from us; tliat xei/nree we made ivere necessities merely to enable lis 
to get alonj; from <1av to day auil that nothing would be taken otliernise. They 
are satis lied a) iparentfy, believe nie most im[i1icitly, and everything is pleasaut. 

There were two or three matters outside of the enforced policy of 
nonmilitary action which greatly troubled General Miller. He bud 
gone from Manila prepared to establish civil government and ha<f witb 
Sim his officers of tlie port and of customs. The merchant vessels 
entering and leaving Iloilo with subsistence and merchandise and 
plying their trade between tliat p<iint, Manila, Singapore, and the 
Chinese coast, paying duty to the Iloilo insurgents in defiance of pro- 
test, became objects of suspicion, and their transaction enabled tht> 
avowed enemy to obtain food and rea]> revenue mucli to the detriment 
of our interests. Tlie 8piinish native military organizations which had 
been performing service in the south continued to be brought to 
Manila in spite of our repeated objections, on the plea that Spain 
could do nothing else with them, and it was difficult to see how she 
could. Those of them who were native of tlie central islands were 
sent to I'anay, and tlio.se having former homes in Luzon were scattered 
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there, although we entertained the beljet' that they would be gathered 
to attack us. 

To General Miller's oomi)laint concerning the transactions of mer- 
chants and his request to be permitted to close the lloilo port, or eoiu- 
l)el all traders to pay accustomed duties to liis proper ofticers, he wiis 
instructed in coiiiinuuioations of Jaiiuary l(i and 21 as fallows: 

HinfRS. Dki't. Pacific ani> KinHTii Aumy Oom-s, 

3Iii»ila, }'. [., .laniiarn IG, ISSfJ. 
The Comma Ni.isG Gf.skrai,. 

First Htpiirale Ilrigade, Kighlli Anns Corps, 

lloilo, Island of I'anag. 
SiH: l{c]>1yiug to tbe letter of C>i|)taiu Evans of .luiiniir.v 18, forwarded by yoa on 
eniue diite, 1 nm direirtud to atntc tbat tlie cane is witll pat by Captiiin I'^vaiiH under 
tUe I'residmit'a recfiit proclinnatloti, exci'pt tlie FreHJrIi'iit diriTtn In tliiLi ]iroolaiim- 
tiou tlint all tlii' pcirts in tlii' nctnal pinseiMioii of tbe land and iiaval forces of the 
t:nited States will be .ijieu to tbe couiiiiBr.-e of tlie worlil. Tbi' pctrt of Ilidlo is not 
iu theac'tuiil possession of r lie ITnited Stiites ftirces, as tbey mereiy oui-iipy tbeliarbor. 
Tbe olijections wliich present tbeiiiselviis tii tbe tonrse rucommeuded by CaptiUii 

1. Until the nitifioniion of tbe tre.ity «f peace tbe I'liitecl StateH has nut the lejial 
right to occnpy the iioi't of lloilo, eNce]it by the eoiiscnt of f>p;Lin. tiipauiHb authority 
over tbe Roiittiern iutaud)! of tbe Philip[>i]]OH remains iutiict nntil the ti'eaty is ratiliecl. 
If, however, ripaiii had turned over llie ]>oit of lloilo to the liuited 8l;ates, then the 
question of legiil rigbt as between tbit U'liited StiiCes aud Spuiu would have lii-ou 
settled nud the United States would then have snceoeiled to tbe rl;;bt!t of Sptiiu in 
so far as the collei'tion of duties )n concerned. )jpain did not turn it over to the 
United Stabis aiitliorities. Her action, viewod in tbe ndldest li<.dit. wan tiiat of 
simple nliaiidoutnent, for which sbo is TesponHildiJ. As far »s the (.'niteil Stah'K are 
concerneil, t^piiin, niider n strict interpretation of inteniiitionnl hnv, bus still the 
right to enter th]it ]>oTt and col!i'L-t dnriL's until thiit rij^bt ia ti^riniiiiiti'd by treaty 
rntittcation. 

2. The closing; ol'tb<- port nnd tbe collection of dnties on niercliandlHe tiiken from 
the island tvonld be an a('kiiowlcd;:ineuton onrpart tliattbeKelf-oonstituted antbori- 
ttesBt lloilo stand in tbo pimitiun of belliKer'ntsoroni^nuen of llie i'uited St^itcs, 
'ivbicb position we do not re<'ognixe. Tliey a e (Spnniah huIiJccIh really unlil the 
ratification of tbe treaty] re('o»ni/ed as a fiie dly eoniniunity with wboni we are at 

3. SlLonld foreign vessels aeoeiit clean-noi pai>crs from ttie lloilo ca]itaiu of the 
port, tt would be dillii^ult to inidei-stand tlie position iu whieh tliey woidd pbice 
themselves. I'ndoulitedly Bueli aetion would jfive rinc to jriiive i]nostiiina, pog«ildy 
involving iuterniitioniil i-oinplication ; iiud shonld they sm-k to olenr tlir<ingh yonr 
authorities after having iieknowleilg<'d tbe insurgimls at lloilo by p^iyinj: dnties to 
them, then they wonld recoirjii/e either Spanish or in»nrgont antboritv at lloilo nnd 
that of tbe Unit«d States in the b:irbor. 

They probably n'onld do everything tliat both tlie iusurt>eut nnd I'liifed Stnt<'S 
antbot'ities wonld demand of tbein and jnaUo uinler protest any payment wliieb niigbt 
Lu demanded. Conditions iire ho eoniplicaled that tlnute bcaibinnrcers do not feel at 
liberty to give positive inn tructions for your guidance, and tlioy will besonghtfrom 
Washington, -whioh as soon as reeiiiviHl will lie tninsniitted to yon. 

In the meantime you will not make any ilamanda on the murebant-M nor luterfi're 
by any overt act of force with the I'oinluerce of tbe port. It inigbt be well t^i assert 
ITnited States right to conduct t.lio oommeree of the port, but yon nan stiite tbat yon 
have represimted the ease tv the proper autliorities ;iud are waiting inHtnictions. 
Any foreilde act of detention or scixnro might ]irodni-e most iins:itisfiietory results. 

I inclose your prepared e.omniiinioation Intended for the British vice-cousnl. It 
is anolijentionable and slxmld ho sent to lilm. 

SSuce writing the abovi! I unilorstand ft'oin (Japtain Slontgcunory, of the l!r:ti"b 
naw, who has just returned from lloilo, tbat be discnssiMl all these matters with the 
IIoIJo mc^rcbants, endeavoring to come to some arrangement whioli would lie satis- 
factory to tbe United States. He repoitfl tbat he advised the merchants and the 
Koglish consnl to give a )iromise iu writing te pay duties in tlie future npon all 
goods now taken out to whomsoever they might be due after nll'airs bad become 
ai\justed. 

Vory re3i)ectfiilly, your ol.edient servant, 

Thomas II. ISarhy, 



,y Google 



KKPORT OF MAJOR-GENERAL OTIS. Hi 

IllHJHS. UeI'T. I'aCIFIC ANIl ElfiHTH Al(.«V CORPS, 

Manila, F. 1„ Januniit .'il, 1S93. 

The CVlMMANilCXG (jlKNKItAI^ 

I'irgt. .Sei'arate Urhjadu, Eighth Jraty Corps, Iloito, t'aiiay. 

Silt: I HID directeil to iufui'm yoti tliat tberi^ will lie sent out to-ilay by steiimer St. 
Paiil to IIolIo II iiiini1>iT of dischar^ceil oative-SjiaiiisIi tiiiops, to wit, to the nnmlier 
of alioot 60(1. These iliHcliargciI Boldiura live in the Hoiithern ialaLdn, and it is 
th(>ii[(ht tbat tliey will ffive letiH trouble If liinileil at lloilu than if landed at other 
points. You wilt therefiii'e please reoeirc them at Iloilo or in the vlolnity. The 
TeBset triinspiirtlcig theui, with itn guard— a company of the First Tcaneeseo Volnn- 
tei?r»— will lie dirertod by you to return im mediately to this port. 

In regard to thu colleotion of ilattes on niert'hiiiidise at Iloilo, you were informed 
thiit your BiiKKestiona on that snb.lpot, ruceiveil tiuouKh Colonel Potter, ivoiild be 
Biibmitteil to Washiiiston for deuision, Tbey wore so enbniitted, and the following 
cableyrani has been received in reapouBo : 

" WAamsGTON, Jaiiiiarji 19. 
"Ons, .l/o«i(a: 

"The I'ruijiili^at ilesirtm no forciUle ineasnri's to lie need lor the jiri^sent in collecting 
cnstoiiis duties at Iloilo. 

Voii wi)1 therefore be ijuiile'! by these instructions, whioh are in Hue with those 
sent you from these lieadfinarturs. Matters here remain in a very exrited condition, 
ami ciiuilict with the insurgent, troops ix avoided only by the skillful snpervisioD of 
oKiicL^. i'lrase ri'port the condition of ali'aii's at Iloilo, 
Very respectfully, yoiirM, 

TniiMAS II. Haury, 
.-lseislaiilJdjHtaiit-'.;eNeral. 

Still General Miller was greatly dissjitistied with bis stim>uii<iiiigs. 
He iroiild not iieiform military service, nor coiikl lie comiuct buaiueKS 
alVairs. He was kept watching aud waiting under very unpleasant cir- 
cniii stances, wliieh grew more irksome every passing day. On Februarj' 
3, the (.hiy previous to tlie opening of actual hostilities at Manila, he 
wrote: 

U.V liOAllI) TllANSl'OlLT KkWPOET, 

Iloilo llarhor, I'. I., I'ebraary S, 1S99. 

The All.r(TANT-<iK.\-F,HAI., 

liepiirliiifiil nj Ihe I'aeific. luiililh -■irmn Corps. 

Sii:: 1 h.'ive the honor to report the suilitary situntion here nneliniip:ed. The 
iusurjienis are reported to be plaeing jinolder (I'm i" posirion. This is outside and 
near tlie entranee to the fort, bearing on oar ships. 

The insui^'entB in town are to-day hiiviug u little trouide. Two companies in the 
main barracka ileniiinded some jiay and better foi>d, nud threatened lo take up their 
arms and ffo bai'k into the I'ountry if Ibey wen^ not paid. The row is not yet Bot- 
tled. Bonie $15,0(10 — esport and import duty — have fieeu n'ceived iu the collector's 
otfii-e, and I presume tlie troops want a p;irt of that. 

Reports from the sontbern islands, Keyron anil Cehu, are to theelieet that those 
people realize that they can not uncceed with au independent government and want 
us to tjike possesaion. 

I still feel that this place —Iloilo— on^ht to be captured. Such a step would 
4e]irive the insurgents of large receipts fi'oni i-ustoms, cripple their lucaus to p^iy the 
soldiers, anil arouse the people I'avorable tons in the soutlieni islands to ei^ju'CKS more 
freely theii' trne Beutiinents. I am well s.itistted that a gieat jiroportion of the 
inbabitants of i'ana.v, Negros, aud Cehn are favornbl« lo onr nceiipattou at once. 

A iatjie proportion of the supplies for the Iloilo jieople come from the American 
steamers from Manila, a trade which is carried on throujch the collector of the port of 
Manila with the iusurgeuts at Iloilo. I» there no way lo stop this tradef (^ntting 
ofl' sujiplics iu this way will help to bring tliesepeoph' to terms. lean't uuderBtand 
bow such a business can be carried on against the best good of our country. 
Very respect full v, 

M. I'. .M1LI.EK, 

Briiiailie:i--Geaerai, I'. S. I ., Comii-anding. 

During this period rapidly auceeediug signiflcant events were fast 
approa<;hiiig a state of war and strongly indicated the fixed determi- 
uation of the insurgent government to drive the United States from 
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Lu/.on as soon as it could gatber its armed men in suflicient nnnibers. 
It had aiipro])riated tlie railway, every engine, and most of its rolling 
stock. It was pertecting its intrenclimeuts around ns, planting; its 
guns, concentrating its troops, and bringing up its army supplies, though 
still publicly asserting its desire for peace. With the cnnning which 
It had always attempted to practice iu its amateur diplomacy it 
endeavored to force the rJnited States to commit the first physical act 
of hostility in the way of musketry fire, in order to appeal to the sym- 
pathies of the foreign public for a seemingly oppressed people, which it 
falsely claimed to represent, la this it signally failed. Tlie knifing 
and attempted shooting of our picket sentries brought no hostile 
response, except the killing, by the intended victim, of the assasslu 
who had so dexterously used the knife upon him. The excitement 
within the city was very noticeable, and the cruelty of the "Americano" 
was the theme. No one seemed to be possessed of any fixed determi- 
nation but the Tagalo. All others were watching for new demonstra- 
tions and waiting for developments. Manila is unparalleled for 
diversity of race and bahel of tongues; also for its grade of enlighten- 
ment from barbaric ignorance to tlie highest civilised stage. Itiimors 
innumerable and of the most varied character tilled the atmosphere. 
To-day attack was iininineiit, and tomorrow friendly councils were 
about to prevail. One fairly well acquainted with the scheming in 
progress and the trend of events could not reach any satisfactory con- 
clusions on the probaliilities of war, and to one unacquainted therewith 
sane conclusions were impossible, 1 endeavored to inform Admiral 
Dewey of the actual situation from day t« day. and a few extracts from 
hastily dictated letters of that time will show how hard it was to formu- 
late opinioTi. These brief extracts are also an index to swiftly recun-ing 
events. The following are furnished: 

MANitA, I'. J., January H',, IStifi. 
I h;ive lii'en too brisy to write, UiiC liiul tliore been iiiiytliillg Hjteijiiil to ciinimuiii- 
cate should ijave done so. The city is now very c|nii^t Hint ^i.'i)!!!!', iireajt"'" api'eiir- 
iDg OD tbe streets, seeuiingly coiitiileDt thut no immi^iliiLte disturbances nni likely to 



eveninj^. Tbe confereiiceH seem to bibte i|Qieted the atiuoajilLeie very much. 
MaloloB coagroHS on Saturday, 1 understand, diapused of aoiiii^ radiral queatioi 
vote. luilicationa are that the United Sitntes Cinvernnieut ruocived favorable 
sideration. I do not look for aDybliiiig U> develop in tlio next lew days, but wi 
obliged to keep up conHtaut vigilance. 

.fANI 

* ' ' Everything rciiiaiiiK c|uiot in the cMty. I 
JnsiirgentB say we are only trying to prolong our couierence until we can i*eerive 
more tronps, and that the commission appointed, or to be ftpjKiiiitcd, by tbe Prc-ai- 
dent is only anotlier rnse to jiain time. Their iirLiiy somoa to lie iniins or Ii^bs excifi^d 
and is considering the matter wbotber it woiilil ni)t be policy to destroy iib all at 
once, before we can get any more soldiers. All this may be called atreet rumor, Imt 
it is very actively circulated. The iDwurgent armyia becoming very tiriid of <loii>g 
nothing and deinands blooil. HuHiness is being trantiae ted ae iisual; agoodmiiuy 
people on the streets and quite a number rcturiiiug iigaiu to town. 

Janitaht 21, 18119. 
I was very sorry wben I learned yeatetday that you had withdrawn the Afouterei/ 
and Concord. I said btst night that there was no tinmedinte prospect of trouble. 
By that expression I meant ttiat there would be no outbreak fora day or two. From 
my inforinatiou this morning I nni oonvineed tlnit the iiisnr^^nts Intend to try their 
hand in a very short time — liow soon I can no( tell. They wjll not now permit us to 
cross tiieir lines and have been very insulting to onr i.tlicers, calling to them that 
very shortly that they would give us battle. My bu«t infonnatien is that they have 
fully determined to attack both outside and within tbe city before onr additional 
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. ._ je tiiey begin it. They are no lougsr aiiienable to rciasoii; the lower ele- 
ments biive giiinod confrol and tlieir eongi-ess in powerless to inannge tbeiii. The 
best nlipinos iD tlio city aay that they are going to attack the city, and that they 
will do it very soon, entertaiiiing the insaoe idea that they can drive ns out. Shonlil 
they attack, the li^ht >vill be uvcv before your vesacls caa reach the points whei'e 
they were formerly placed. 

I am sending out to-day for Hollo a transport with 600 discharged native Spanish 
soldiers who live in tlie southern istands, and am trying to get rid of about 1,500 of 
these uative troops whose homes are in Ln^on. They are all insurgents now and 
give us trouble in the city. 

' ' * No exciting developments this morning. Another conference was held 
yesterday betwei'u Aguii)aldo'8 and our representatives, resulting in very little. It 
was adjonrned until next Weilnusday. Aiiiiinaldo is iusi^ting upon the recognition 
of indi')>endei)ce and the return of the .Ibhie and the l.iunches. I undecstan<) that 
the Malolos congresx passed the pi-ojioHeil constitution with the clause inserted 
which Mabini insisted on, \ir., "Placing the power in the hands of Aguinaldo to 
declare win-."' 

The: fity is very quiet. Yesterday we got rid of 276 of the disidiarged Spanish- 
native troops, sending thoin down the buy. We hiivi' still remaining 315 of the 
Macabebes who lire ai'raid tu go out nf Alanilii, and about 300 other natives who 
want to sti-av bete. 

I hHd n loiifi talli with Grncral Rins yesterday. He says that there are L'l .itflcvra. 
with servants, on bis vi-ssel, and oonsiileralile money, whi<']L he wiiald like to hnve 
remain there, anil Tl passengers, besiiles the soldiers and crew; that the officers belong 
to organisations which have been disbtmiled, iiiidth.it they came here with their lami- 
lics and pTojierly with the intention of going back tu t^pain by first availalile trans- 

Jort at their <iwn e\]ieusi', and be does not WAnt the soldiers or troops to land. I 
ave itiri'i-ted thi' ciiptain of tlie port to land tiieollicers nnd piissengers and to keep 
the vi-ssel in Ibe harluir. » " - Nuibiug this niurniug from Wiiahington. The 
dispati-li of y<-sterilay direrti'il nu> ii> make stvennous ettorts to have insurgents 
release Spanish pjinimrrs whom they hold. I replied that my influence was not 
jjTeat »t pri'si'ut, iinil iloit I iiml niiiilr auih an effort to rclcnBO the Spanish pi ie-ts 
that I was now aciisi'd of being in partiitrahip with the archbishop. 

January 24, im-X 
Things look a little ominous to-day. Vou haie undoubtedly seen in the papers an 
ncoouniof yesterday's altiiivsat Malolos, viz: The jiroclaiming of the coiiatitutiiin. 
the pr<)c la lining of Agninaldo as president, ca])taiii -general, aud everything else, 
and the spi'ech delivered by Paterno, in which he announced that they wouM drivi> 
the invaitcr frcun the soil. Kverythiug jioints to their determination to attack us, 
if they ean persuade themselves that they can do so snccessfully, before the regular 
legimenlH arrive, 'lliis is •'oiillriiied in a greiit many ways and I am sure it is the 
" '" ' ■■ ~ "' ■ lediug. They may succeed In burning a 

January 25, 1899. 

I ani iu receipt of your letter of this morning. I do not consider that (he wai' i» 
over for the present. The Insurgents would attack at once if they could be ci'ii' 
vinced that their efforts would meet with success. The lending Filipinos of the 
city are alVaid to come near nie and are in a very esoited iToudition. They know the 
dangeis of an outbreak at any nionient, aud n*e are holding all troops well in tinu<l 
constantly. The business men of all nationalities are inti'iitly watching develop- 
ments. The revolutionary goreminent sei'ins to be in the iiscendancy, and our 
farmer Filipino frienils who favored annesalion a short time a<^ are, for personal 
safetjigivlngn sort of adherence to the M ah diis government. All this I fully know, 
and ji great deiU more which I c-an fell yon Cwt opportunity, but which it would not 
be prudent tc) write. 

Thi- Cavite Fillpiuos went out to .foiu the insurgent ranks dnring the inspection 
and review in that /one by their secretary of war— at least so I think— and they c;tQ 
quickly go back to the ranks at any time thoy may be ciilled upon to do so. 

Fbhul-aryS, 1899, 

One of the • ^ • launches arrived yesterday, cleared fVom Hongkong; she is 

one of the three of ivhich ' ' ' wrote, and eoneeniing which 1 reported that 

from information received bore that I was quite certain was aboot to bring arms. 

Upon arrival here her eiirgo tallied wllli bcr nianifost aud she was apparently aU 



,y Google 



ilO REPOItT OK MAJOK-UENERAL OTIS. 

Tkf ofScpr in charge i',xi)liiineii t!i;it siia was aljout two days latu iu urriviii^, owing 
to bad weather, which coiupelled her to lie ot)' tlie coast. 'I'hcae two days gi^ve hur 
time to nin to the coast anil dischai'go. ' » • 

Yesterday altctuooD (leiieral M.icArtliiir, wliiise troops nortli of the Pnsig liiLve 
^xperienred trouble with tlie iDHurgeiits wh<i have passtul over liis liues, sent Mt()or 
f<tro>ig, his luljutniit-general, out to the officer in couiniaiid to demand iin expluiiatiun. 
Strong, on passiug uiir liiiits, was plaueil under » Htrong insurgent guard and taken 
to Mandaloyaii, n pniut on the FaRiK oiTosa llie San Junn River. 'I'liete he fouii<l the 
■otSi'vi iu ch»i'f!;e and quite a coosidenible Innurgeiit fori'e taking train several boxes 
a quantity of new revolvers aud Mauser rides which liad Jiiat Iwpu received. Spaii- 
iifh priBOiiiTB «ere there (the Spanish prisoners whoin the iiisurj^ntH hold) putting 
till- i>ai'ts of the ritles togotlier and ninhing them ready for distnliiition. > ■ • 

There has been a j;reat deal of fi'ictioii along the lines the post two iliiys, and we 
will be unable ti> t am el j- submit to the insulting eoinhii't and threatening denionstr:i- 
tions of these insnrg<'nte miieh louger. I am Iiifomied, however, that the chief men 
of theinsnrgent government desire toavoiil any eontliot at|ireHont: possibly for the 
reason that they am expecting ti> receive aims very soon, |>oBsib1y iH^cause they fi^ar 
they may not be successful at the present time, anil possibly be<'iiuse they iiiity have 
a belief that they can secure whatthey desire without cnnllict. They ai-e eonatautly 
AHking lue to make conccHsions, that they may be able to i:ontrol their trnopB. They 
have sei/.ed a number of onr men, and same. J think, inside our lines. Yesterday I 
eF>nt Lieutenant Haau, of the Engineer Corps, to Malolos to sei-ure the release of the 
men ; he did not return last evening, but teli-^itpbt^il nie l^ni JtlaloloH that he would 
explain bis delay on his return, which he iniimated wonid be to-ilay. 

The city is ijuiot^ though tliere is a vast atnount of underlying excitement. We 
are constantly losing our employees. Yesterday seven of our meii at onr Jlalaciaiiau 
•juarters left us suddenly to .join the insurgents, so we are now very short liantled. 
Tliey stole aud took with them whatever they could tind of valne, one of theui 
^Iriving out of the lines Colonel Itarry's oaiTiage, wlili'h wo consider lost property. 

Jfotwithstaiiding tlit'se ominous signs, uiireinittiiig exertions were 
coutiDULilly being iiiaiie for a satisfactory solution of art'aira. On tlie 
lltli of January I liad sent my adjutant-general, Colonel Barry, to 
Malolos, tliiecting Liin to bear a writteit niessase t(» Aguiniildo, ]irocure 
a personal interview witli Iiim if possible, a<^quaiut liini fully witli the 
efforts we wei-e making to preserve the peate, and inijness uj)on liim 
the necessity for more conservative iiction on the part of his troop.s. 
At this time a visit by an oltlcer at the insurgent capital was not con- 
sidei-ed an agreeable pastime, as be was liable to receive gross insults. 
Colonel Barry, however, met witli little dilHculty, presented himself at 
Aguioaldo's beadiiuartcrs, and retpiested of his aecret^iry permission to 
pay his respects in person, stating that he was the bearer of an impor- 
tant conmmnication concerning which General Otis desired him to 
confer with tlie general. Aguiiialdo's seciretary received the letter, 
stating that he would present it and make known fJeneral Otis's reijuest 
Soon after he returned, conveying General Aguinaldo's regrets that 
press of business did not ])ermit him to accord the personal interview 
requested, and the colonel was referred to President Mabini, of the 
cabinet. Mabini received him graciously, and quite a lengthy interview 
followed. Mabini assured him, in substance, that the insurgent gov- 
ernment had exerted itself to maintain fjieiidly relations with the 
Americans; had thus far succeeded; that it would continue to make 
exertion to this end, but that it could not control its people beyond a 
certain point, as they were greatly excited; that his government would 
do all in its power to effect an amicable adjustment of pending diffi- 
culties. The communication which Oolonel Barry presented was the 
one of January 9, in response to Aguinaldo's letter of that date, in 
which he announced the appointment of the insurgent commission and 
which appears on a former page. 

I will now (juote from my report to the Adjntant-General of the Army 
of April 6, in which I submitted a statement of tlie services of our 
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troops during February, and endeavored to present succinctly the more 
important actions witk resaltiiig causes from which war ensued: 

rfjente along tbeir estalilished lines 
■eiised agaressiveneBs, assuming ft dc^tiiint attitude, 
« tnucb no tliat mir troops were gittliored well in hand fo meft any deiiionstratiojiB 
vbii-h mif!ht be atf«iiiiited. Insurgent armed parties entered far witliin our liues 
aud delied onr tTriups to resist tlieir appioaches. To arrest tliese procuediage, our 
ofHc'iTB, and t^itixbus of Mnnilu conuepted with the insurgent guvernnjent, were 
sent to insurgent geuural oHlcers ut varions pLices along their liiii'S to re4uest t1iat 
tbey 1iei!]i their men lit check, wliich the latter invarialilj' jiroiiiised to do, pnjing, 
huwover, little heed to their ]>roini»i('S. On Feliruary 1 a siiiall detachment oclong- 
ing io our engioeer company wiis arrsHted witliin one territovy and sent to Malolos. 
This act hronght on the foltuwiiig correspondence : 

'* HoQRS. Dbpt. Pacific 

"General Emimo AciuiSAi.DO, 

" ComiiwHdiHff /'iVijjiHD Herolnliowai-y Forces, Maloloa. 

"(iBNKiiAL; I have the honor to inferm yon that a small party of engineers, cim- 
eistiiiK of a sergeant and four prii'iiten, who are engaged in making snrveys for the 
conipletliiu of the )unp_ of Manila, nliicli the En^neer Corps is now bnay in per- 
fecting, ba." heen niissiti^ for two or thn-e ilays aud Is reported to be coiifineA in 
Maloloa. The dotochnient was sent out to do work wifbin the city, witli directions 
tc) eontine it^<elf to the city and Bnbnrl.an lines. Why Ibey were iiri-ested I do not 
imdewtand, nor can I im:igine I'or what reason they :ire held at Ualnlos, I am also 
informed that a eiti/en eoiini'cted with Harper's Woekly. newspaper, of New York, 
enga^d in taking views for that paper, has aUo been ari-esti'd and held as a priH- 
oner. I know nothing of tbis except from i«porI, nor do I know who the nimi is. 
1 am atsD informed tbata private soldier who went hi'ycml the tines witbont unthor 
ily, and for wbat motive I do not know, is also hidd an » prisoner. 

" I si'nd my staff otlicpr, Licnieuant Hnan, of the Kngineer Corps, to make inipiir- 
ies and rBi|ue«( your fli-tion ia iliis matter. 

"I am doing every thing posKtlile te presiTvellie peace and avoid all IVictinu nntil 
the Filipino people can lie nnulo fully aeiinainted with the sentimeuts and iut:-u- 
tiouiS ol Ih<> American Governmi>nt. tvhen 1 am coulidi'Ut they will appreciate the 
endeavorn of the United Stare.'' ami will again look npou that country as their 
friend and protector, I nlso fully believe that the present unrest is the resnlt of tba 
il-disposril person?), 
iioat n^peelfollN , \ ni.r oliedient servant, 

'■ K. S. Otis. 



"M.lLOLO.s y,b,unry4, 1S09. 
" Major-dencral Ous, 

■' Chief u.f lb>- i;m-<-s of llciuiHtlim, of MniiHu Oiuf C-inte. 

" (lENEHAi,: In rojjly to your letter of February ■>, I have the honor to state that 
the serfji'ant ]Lnd four American soldieiv i>f the Engineer Corps, t«-day liberated, 
wi'i'e detained within our territory, beyond our advuneed lines on Solis street, 
examining oar inlrBucbments and defenses at a distance of less Iban 200 meters. 

"The e.iid indiviilnale carricil a revolver, hnives, a compass, plans of Manila and 
its suburbs, a liiHik with topographical notes, a mensuring tape, a machete, two 
penknives, scales, I'tc. 

"1 deeply regret that these soldiers have been taken nitbin onr lines, according 
to the testiinony of oim ollleers' witnesses of our detention, inasnitch as there exists 
a decree, datetl Octolier 21), which ]>i*o!iibiIs all foi-eigners from approaching our 
defeuxive works, hiking photograpliic views of the same, drawing plans, or enter- 
ing onr territory with arms, attbongli free transit is permitted all wbo are nnarmed. 

"The correspoDdent of Harper's Weekly was srresteil in San Juan del Monte 
taking photogra|ihic views, ami tbe proof of this is that in care of Colonel Mignel 
be bna been Kent bis camera and bis borse. 

" I must state that in consideration of tlie irieudship of the Filipino people for 
tbe Americans the said soldiers bave not been imprisoned, but detained in accord- 
ance witb the sjiirit of tbe decree of October 20 last. They have been lodged in tbe 
Oobieruo Militar and have been issued the daily rations' of our otHcers, If they 
have l)een uncomfortable it is due to the e.tcessivp sobriety of our race and soldiers, 
who are accustomed to eat bat little and sleep on the hard ground. 
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-'Willi tiipse ex|.iiination9 I Wlieve, Geiietal, you will iimlerstiiinl the motive for 
the detention i<( yam soliliers to-il;iy libt-r:iti;il ami wlio liavi' been tieuted with nil 
due c'oiiaiderntioii. 

"I therel'iire tiopc that your (letenninatioD iitny be aiiotlier motive on which to 
base our frier.dly letatioiiH with the ii;i-^at American Itepiiblii;, aiid in ton^iderittioii 
of this I also <letTet' the liberty of tho coireepouilcnt referred to. 
"I am. Gi'ni'ral, as ever, jiinr iibedient servant, 

"Emimo AGriNAI.Do." 

It will be observed that the insurgent poverninent insisted that tliis 
engineer party ivjis arrested outside of our small iield of operjitions, 
which I am confident was not the fact, but the corresimndence is given 
to show the efforts of the American authorities to sustain the peace. 
During all this time our ofticei's and men were iiisnlted and openly pro- 
claimed to be cowards; onr outiKists were attacked at niglit, and the 
impression became general that the insnrgeuts, notwitiistanding onr 
efforts, would indulge soon in open attack, in tlie belief apparently 
entertained by them that they wonld meet with feeble resistance. l>ur- 
ing the entire uioutb of January they hatl labored incessantly to 
strongly intrench their lines and pla<;6 their artillery in position, and 
boasted freely of their intentions to soon drive the American forces ont 
of Manila. On the night of February 2 they sent in a strong detach- 
ment to draw the lire of onr outposts, which took up a position imme- 
diately in front and within a few yards of the same. The outpost 
was strengthened by a few of onr men, who silently bore their taunts 
and abuse the entire night. This was reported to me by Ueneral Mac- 
Arthur, whom I directed to wimmnnicate with tlie ofHeer in comnnmd 
of the insurgent troops conceined. His prepared letter was shown me 
and ajiproved, and the reply rewived (both papers fouud in (Seneral 
MaoArthnr'a accompanying report) was all tliat could be desired. 
However, the agreement was ignored by the insurgents, and on the 
evening of February i auothei' demonstration was made on one of our 
small outposts, which occupied a retired ])osition at least I.jO yards 
within the line which had been nmtually agreed upon — an insurgent 
approaching the picket and refusing to haitoran.swer when challenged. 
The result was that our picket discharged his piece, when the insur- 
gent troops near Santa Mesa opened a spirited fire on our troops there 
stationed. 

The insurgent had thus succeeded in drawing the tire of a small out- 
post, which they had evidently labored with all their ingenuity to 
accomplish, in order to justify in some way their premeditated atfcick. 
It is not believed that the chief insurgent leaders wished to open hos- 
tilities at this time, as they were not completely prepared to assume the 
initiative. They desired two or tliree days more to jMjrfect their 
arrangements, but the zeal of their army brought on the crisis which 
anticipated their i)remeditated acrtion. Tliey could not have delayed 
long, however, for it was their object to force an issue before American 
troops, then en route, conUl arrive in Manila. 

We now take up for review the more imjwrtant affairs of the second 
period of the year which this directed report mustpresent — the period 
extending from February 4, IBlHt, to the present date. 

The returns of the United States troops rendered on January 31 
gave a numerical strength iiieseut in the I'liilippines of 810 connnis- 
sioned officers and 20,(yA'2 enlistetl men. Of these, 77 ollicers and 2,338 
enlisted men were absent in Cavite and at lloilo Harbor. These num- 
bers included all ofticcis and enlisted men belonging to the line or 
attached to staff' corps, a good many of whom hsi^l been detached for 
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service h\ tiie various branches of civil admiuistratioii wliicli had been 
in ail git rated or reestablished. On February 2 I cabled to Washington 
tliat tlie deatlis in all organizations since tlieir avrival in the ishtnds 
numbereil 2'JU, of wliicli 41 were due to tbe casualties of battle and 
accident, that (i4 had been caused by typhoid fever, 43 by smallpox, 
22 by dysentery, 8 by malarial fevers, and the others were due to 
various diseases; that tbe i»revalence of small]>ox caused apprehension, 
but that the entire command bad been vuccinated several times, and 
12 physicians, mostly resident, ha*l been engaged several weeks in vac- 
cinating natives; that 9 per cent of the command was then reported 
sick, bntthat the great majority of all ailments were slight in charac- 
ter. Subtracting irom the entire numerical strength of all troops 
present in the islands, those at (Javite and Iloilo, the sick, those serv- 
ing in the civil dei)artment8, and those belonging strictly to and doing 
duty in the stall" organizations, the effective meu of the line, officers 
and soldiers, were about 14,(»00. Of these, 3,lt0(t belonged to the jiro- 
vost guard and were expected to clieck the demonstrations of the 
natives and preserve order within Vlanila. The troops were occupying 
a great many buildings located in the various parts of the city, and it 
wa.s the declared jntetition of the secret hostile organizations in our 
midst to burn them as soon as our troops should be called to the lines 
of deliense determined upon in orderto resist the insurgent attack from 
without, as well as to destroy by tii-e the more important business sec- 
tions. For this pun'ose they had provided themselves with a consid- 
eralik' quantity of kerosein* oil. .<onie of wliicli hatl previously V)eeH 
seized or c<mliscated. It was necessary, tlierelore. to detail an effi- 
cient permanent guard t^ ]irotcct each barrack building, which was 
made up partially of special-duty men. And it might be remarked 
here that a curious feature of the insurgent planof making war, which 
its soldiers invariably pr;ictice<l fi>r two months iifler active hostilities 
comiiienced, was to burn property indiscriminately, following Kussia's 
example during Naiwleons advance on .Moscow, of wbieh they had 
heard, or S])aiii's practice in the islands when tiie natives were consid- 
ered to deserve chivstisement. 

After estinmting the necessities for the proper protection of the city, 
it was ascertained that we had about 10,000 men available with whom 
to meet Agninaldo's concentrated army, variously estiumted at from 
twenty to thirty thousand, but we bad the interior of the circumscribed 
half circle which was occupied by his troops — his Hanks resting on 
Manila Bay north and south of the city and about 5 miles distant from 
each other, and his center about 4 miles east of the walled town, cut 
by*the Paaig Itiver. The nver was not fordable and there were no 
means of crossing it, except by small boats, hence insurgent troops of 
one wing could not give support to the other in order to meet any 
emergency of battle which might arise. We tlierefore had no fear for 
results in so far as the efforts of the encircling force were concerned. 
To a Washington dispatch of inijuiry received about February 1, I 
replied that in case hostilities were forced upon us we could handle 
Agninaldo's army, and only feared the burning of the city by the 
unfriendly partially orgaTiized portion of the inhabitants. 

Several weeks previous to this date we had moved the Nebraska 
regiaient from its barracks in the thickly-settled Biuondo district to 
the high, unoccupied ground at Santa Mesa, the most ciisteru suburb 
of the city, where it was placed in camp. This change was made for 
sanitjiry reasons solely, as the regiment had been suHering from a veiy 
high rate of sickness caused by unhealthy locality. The new location 
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was witliiri tlie view and tbo rauge of the Mauser rifles of the insur- 
gents along the Ban Juan Biver portion of their line. During the 
latter part of January I was informed by good Filipino authority 
that the insurgents meditated an iittack on these troops and was 
advised to remove them or, in their exposed place, the insargeuta 
would kill them all. General MsujArthur, who cominiinded north of 
the Pasig, warned Colonel Stotsenburg, who commanded that regiment 
and camp, and placed 2 guns of the Utah Artillery iu position a short 
distance removed therefrom. It was expected that insurgents would 
make the initiative at this point and they acted strictly iu accordance 
with our anticipations. 

General Aguinaldo was now at the zenith of his i>ower. He had 
recently repressed rebellion which had raised its head in central Luzon. 
He had assembled a pliant c<uigress, many members of which bad 
been api>iiinted by him to represent far distant congressional district)^, 
and which had voted him the dictator of the lives and fortunes of all 
the inhabitant.s of the I'hilippines. lie dominated I\lani];i. and when 
he ordered that the birthday of tiie martyred l(t/,al should l>e appro- 
ju-iately observed there, business was paralyzed and not a Uiitive dared 
to pursue his accustomed daily labors. Not a province had the coui'at;e 
to oppose his appointed governors, backed by their Tagalo guards, 
although a few of those governors had previously suffered martyrdom 
for the zeal exhibited in collecting money and sei|uestering private 
l^roperty. The southern islands were obedient. The appointed gov- 
ernor for one, and that one not eager for independence, wrote in 
January: 
To Ike Honorable rresideiit of Ike l!<Tolalhiiaiii (lorffilmenl of Ike I'liiUiiphies. 

HoxoitAKi.i'; ><ii{: This j;oveniiiieDt liaH rRi:eiveil tlie leHpected cDiuiiiiiniciitioQ 
from the prcKiileuov onder yoiir i-uni mil till, orilerili); that ilndnr no pretext whutevor 
are AmcTicaii or otlier furcijiii tro(i]iH to lie peniiittiiil to Ittiid on this iKlmiil, which 
order it will lie my iileusiiiit dnty to comply nit.ij iia fur iik the scituty forces iimler 
my commimil will peimit. I h.ive, itiiiler tii-dtvy'H ilah', oriliii'ed tiii' (ifFiciale itudiT 
my comDiiind in cnarge of the taniiH of this proviiice ti> follow tlie saiiin itiatnic- 
tionn, niiiler pain of the motit Hi'vere poiinltteH. 

I have the honor to reiily ns Jibovi> to the coiiimnnicatiou before cited. 

God guard yon for muii j ycarw for our liherty and indepeuck-nce. 

He was hailed from Europe as the savior of his country and as first 
of "the generous and noble Tagalo people," and was assured of "the 
sympathy of all liberal and noble nations." He was called upon to take 
a proiniuent part in United States politics, and those extending the 
invitation said : 

intereat and welfare of thii Filipino Repnldic, 1 take tlie liberty 

, „ .n educational work to be published in tliia conntry repre- 

inting the views of tne antiespansion party, or the people who wish to see a free 
and independent Philippine republic. 

The ob.ject of this work is to increase public ssntiraent against annexation of the 
Philippines. Therefore, believing that aome facts from the pen of your honor would 
strcDgthen the cauae, I am authorized to ask certain qnestiima. 

First. Will yon kindly state the per cent of thoae v/ho wish annoxtttion to tlie 
United States, if soob thero bsT 

Second. Will the natives take constant intorest in political nli'aira under aelf- 
govemmentf 

Third. Are tiey upon recognition ready to ilriip their arms and enter npon aji 
enterprising industrial lifef 

Alter onsweriuK these cjiii'stious, ii short article rcRaidiuir the Pliilippitie fceliug 
toward this country and their iviaheil-for indfpeudenee will be :ippreoiated, and I 
am confident will very materially etrciig then this cause iu the election to decide 
the policy of our country. 

Hoping your aincere love for your people will insure au immediate reply, I 

Very respectfully. 
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He was confident ttiiit the great majority of the people of the United 
States justilied bini in liis rebelltou, and as for its soldiers whom he 
had shut up in Manila, many sympathized with hia people in their 
struggle for indepeudeiice and would not flght him. To an unbeliever 
in this last conviution lie said, "Go to the lines at Santa Ana and be 
convinced," and the man went and pretended to believe. The encour- 
agements and friendly advice he received from foreign parts through 
itewspai>ei'8 and communications fioin admirers, absent delegates, and 
representatives assured him of an easy solution of the war problem 
before iiint if he could strike while only a few volunteers confronted 
him and before the regulars then en route could arrive. He therefore 
coiitidfutly concentrated his well armed and ammunitioned forces to 
man the holes his troops had been weeks in digging and where they 
would be secure irom attack in any event, even if success did not 
attend his ett'oits to slaugiiter the Americans or drive them into the 
waters of the bay. These preparations consummated, he prepared the 
outlines of his declaration of war, the full text of which was iiublished 
at Malolos on tlie evening and very shortly alter his hostile shots 
were first responded to by our troops, and without considering cause 
or intent. The longed-for opiiortunity had arrivtd and he hastened to 
eiiibriH-n it. The declaration was circulated in Manila the next morn- 
ing, ami read as follows: 



Nine u'clovk p. ii>., tliis iliiti-, I received [rom CnluucAii stntioii a, iiiessiige coiiiniii- 
nii'iiteil ti> me tliat till- AiuericiLU lorce«, witlioiit iiriciraotiliuHtionoritn.vjnst iiiotiie, 
iittnckeil uni'ciiuiiMit Suit .hiiin ild Monte and our In ri'SH garrison in <; the btoi'kltoiiEDs 
i>L<iiiii(l tlie oiitsikh'la of JIuiiilft, cHiiHiiij: InHHt's nmiiiit; out soldiers, who in view of 
this iiiieKptcteit asKreBsiou niiil "f tlie iletided ;ittii«k of the ngpressoi-s, were olili^".'d 
to defiMKl thi'maelves iiiiti] tbe tiring liecMiiue geniTiil nil along tlie tine. 

No lino can ilejilore inori" tbiin J tliis rniitii™ of bosl ilitii-s. I Imvi! n dear con- 
Sfionretliiit 1 Ii:neei)d«avm'eil tonviiidit iit all I'latB, using nil my eltorts to preserve 
Iriendaliip with the army of occnpiitioii, even at the coat <if not » few liumiliatioiis 
uLid mnuy aoorificvd ri!{ltta. 

But it is my unitvoitbible duty to itiaiutniii the integrity of tlie national honor and 
l1iat of the army ao nn.iustly attacked by tho^e who, posing as our t'rieiiils and liber- 
atora, attemptetl lo doniinHli' us in place iif the Spaniards, aa ia abnwu by the griev- 
ances enumerated in my tnauifeat of .hiuoary g last; stii'h as the continued outrages 
and violent exactions comniitted against the people of Mnuita, the useless coufer- 
ences, and all my frustrated efforts in lavor of peace and coocord. 

Sunimoued by this unexpected provocation, urged by the duties inipoaed upon nie 
by houiit and patriotixm and for the defeusc of the nation iutruaCeil to me, calling 
on God aa a witiiese of niy good faith and the uprightness of my intentions — 

I order and oonimand : 

1. Peace and friendly relations between the Philipiiine forces and the American 
forces of oucupatiou are broken, and the latter nill be treated aa enemii:s, wilh the 
limits prescribed liy the laiva of war, 

2. AmecicHn aoliliers who may be captured by the Philippine forces will be treated 

3. This proclamation shall be communicated to the accredited consuls of Manila. 
and to congress, in order that it may accord the suspcai^ion of the constitutional 
guaranties and the resulting declaration of war. 

Giveu at Malolus February I, l)<9y. Emii.iq Aguinalho, 



liy my g^rocLtmation of yesterday I have ]>ublishoil the outbreak of hostilities 
betvrecn the I'hilippiue forces and the American fnrces of occupation in Manila, 
tmjustly ami unexpectedly provoted by the latter. 

In my manifest of -l.iiinary 8 lost I published the grievances suflered by the Phil- 
ippine forces at the bands of the army of occupation. The constant outrages and 
taunts, which have caused the misery of the people of Manila, anil, finally, the 
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ii«f leea confereiicoK and tint contempt shown tlje Pbilippiiie goveniiiieut prove the 
preitieditated tTikuattiessioii of juBtice niid li1>urty. 

I know tbat war bna oluain prodac«<l great liixsee; I know tliat the Philippine 
iwopla have not yet recovered fl'ompaat IcigHesiind are not iu thecoiidilioii toendnro 
others. Knt I nls<i know by cspiTience bow bitter in slavery, and by cxperieiicif I 
know that we should s.icrilicie all un the ultar of our bouor iind i>i' the uatioual 
iiLtoerity mt nn,iiistly attacked. 

I hitve tried to avoid, as far as it has been possible for uic to do so, armed conflict, 
in Tuy endeavors to assure our indepeiiilejico by pacific meuDS and to avoid more 
costly sacrifices. Hiit all my efiortB have bceu nsolesa against the nieafliiroless pride 
of the American (5overiniiunt ai)d oi' its reprenentntivea in these ielands, who have 
treated me as a rebel because I defend the sacred intorestH of my c'onntry and do not 
make myself au iiistniment of their dastardly intentions. 

Past campaigns will have convince<l yon tliat the peopli> are strong when tliey 
wish to be «o. Witbuut arms we hav<' driven from our ]>eluved euuntry onr ancient 
niiu'ters, and witlioiit arms we can repulse the foreign invasion a^^ long as we wish 
to do BO. Providenoe always lias means in reserve and prompt indp lor tlie woak in 
Older that tbey may not be annihilated by tbo strong; that jiiKtii-u maybe done and 
' inanity progre 

Bulmncmfiertbat inordertbat oiirolfortemaynot be wasted, tlm 
be listened to, that onr ouds may be gained, it is indispensable that ivr adjust onr 
ail ions to the rules of laiv imd of right, le:iniing to triumph over onr onumius and to 
conquer our own evil passions. 

I'lvsiikiil of the I'hilipiniie ii'rjiabUc, 
Malolds, Febrnarii 5, 1S91). 

The battle of MaDilii, whicli eointneiired at lialf past 8 o'clock on the 
evening of Fcbriiivry 4, coiitiiiufd until 5 tlieiiexteveiiiiiH'. Its detiiils 
were fully reported od April last, and it is not ticce.ssary to present 
them anew. 1 insert a short extract Ironi that report to show the 
do term illation of the insurgents to pi-ovoke conflict: 

Muiing the entire month of .laoiiary they bail labored iin-cKsantly to Htrongly 
intrcncli their lines niid plrtcu tbnir iirt.illeiy in position. - ' » On the night of 
February' '2 tliey nent in n strong detach im^ut to draw the lire of onr outpost, which 
took up a position immediately in front of and wirbin a few yards of the same, The 
outpost was Btvengtliened by a few Dicn, who silently bore the iletaelimi'iit's taunts 
and abuse the entire night. This wax reported 1o me by General MaeAi'thur, whom I 
directed to communicate with the ollicer in command of the inHurj^ent. troops con- 
cerned. His ]>reparoil letter was shown me aud approved, and the reply received 
(both papers found in General MacArthur's aci-ompanying report) was all that could 
bedusirud. However, the agreement entereil into WiiB Ignoreii by the imtnrgeiits, and 
on the evening of February i another demonstration u-as made on one of onr small 
outposts, which occupied a riitired poNiiion, at least l.W yanls within the line whieh 
had been mutujlly agreed upon, an insurgent approaching the picket and refusing 
to halt or answer when chalieuKc*!- '''lia result was our picket discharged hie lucce, 
when the insurgent troops near Santa Mesa opened a spirited lire on onr troops 
th<^re stationed. 

The engagement was one strictly defensive on the part of the insur- 
geuts aud of vigorous attack by our forces, althongli during tlie night 
it was confined to an exchange of fire between the ojipoBiuj; Hues on 
the north from the I'asig liiver to the Lico road, a distance of about 2 
miles, with au occasional shot on the south in the vicinity of Paco, and 
a few straggling shots on the extreme left in the direction of Oaloocan. 
Admiral JJewey had pla<!ed two vessels a short distance oft' sliore to 
the north and one to the south of our Hanks, where they rested on 
Mauilii; Bay, and shortly after daybreak on the morning of the 5th I 
telegraphed him : "Heavy firing all along onr north front at midnight 
and at 4 a. m. Casual firing at I'acn. Several casualties in Tondo 
district. Charleston and 6'«f'«'> could give etiicient aid iu that vicinity," 
and at 6,50 a. m. 1 wired him that "firing continues; few casualties; a 
sharp rakiug (ire of one-half hour jnst to north of blockhouse on Vitas 



,y Google 



REPORT OF MA.J0K-<;EXERAL OTIS, 97 

I'iiss would reacli insurgent line and demoralize them." This was 
effected, and the Monadnock on the south was also doiug good service. 
At midnight Ueiieial Anderson, who comniandeil all troops south of 
the I'asig, consisting of King's and Oveushine's brigades, was directed 
to hold them in readiness to i-eeeive a morning attack, but not to attack 
until further instructed. Our immediate interests lay to the northeast 
ulonpseltej tto I dei os to o th w te w rii 
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The Xehraska regiment and Tenuessei- battalifin iulvanci'd .va]iidly 
dnrinfT tbe niominij: and i-aptureil the powder llon^e sind dcposito, and 
tlie South Dakota reginienr on the k'lt di-ove the enemy from all their 
iiiirenchmentM as fart" tb(: westward as tbe Lico road, and ii''iiut nonn 
the following telegram was sent to (fencral MacArlbur: 

lio|.orteil lliiit iiiHiivgiiii1 tri.o|i« were :irrU iii^' ill) uijjlit iiinl tliis iuuriiii>p for i-erv- 
[.■!■ ill your fniiir. Tl.i.ik iiiir ynri ■^.K^.re^l iVom c.Fiat to Cliiiieac Hoai'itiil yimr 
|ir<)i«;i' iiiH', tint piriiiittiii;.' StoNi'iibing to i'n|"ko ,vonr rijflii lUiiik nniiwfssiirnj-. 

Tbe insurgents bad linn iiossessioii of the railway and all of its roll- 
ing stock, iuid were utilizinjr it to the best advantage in forwarding to 
Oaloocau its tnH>|i8 from the n<nth. To my dispatch General Miic- 
Artbnr replied aa follows: 

Hiivo yoiiv .iiBiiiit.li. Will nut iii'cordiiiirl.v ■■ind try find wcu]>y Cliiii.'s^e HoHjiitiil 
unit extcuil ttiii lino to tlie left from tlint iioiiit. We li a ve every tiling iion* re inclade 
liloi'khiMise -I. and I hnve no di>ubC when Ciiloiiol Ktssler Ketii u ({iiu, wliii'b I tiave 
seiil^ to the Front, wk will deumtiBli iiud occupy tbe hufi|>itnl if it in xtlll delenil«cl 1>f 
the JnsnrKenta. At tl.20n. in. Stoteenlinri! is c-roSBiii); gan Jnan lliventt tlio liriilge; 
Im.vi' iHi til ori Kelt liim to proceed ai'oonliiijr to vniir .■wlvii'i", but to be prudent imd not 
)••.< Ii>i. lar, iw tbe left c.f t.bn insurgent linn still boldiiig on, or at all events iint yet 

AV 7 
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This line was establisbert dniing tUe afteniooii, jukI General Mac- 
Artliur liad little to coiiteud witli for the leniaitider of the day, liis 
cliief difficulty thereafter coiiiiitg th)iji tlie rear, from which airocca- 
sioual hostile shot was tired, and in the. evening he telegiaplied he had 
everything at the front with tho exception of twr> conipanieB of the 
Montana, and continued: "If yon will look at tlie map yon will see 
that my line extends from ii point opposite ^an L'edro Miwiati to the 
bay. It will hardly be possible to bring anybody in to niglit, as new 
demands may arise. 1 siij^jrest, bnt do not reipiest, that a battalion be 
sent here for an exfraordiniivy reserve, to be phici'd along tlie Lico road 
toCalle Iris." 

Two oimpanies were borrowed from the provost guaid and placed as 
rei I nested. 

The ti-oops of tieneral Anderson became eager to attadc the enemy 
early on the inorniny of the -"itli. and at T.4fi o'clock a. m. permission 
wa*4 giantcd, the general being cantioned : Uo not advance too far. and 
look out for your Hanks and tlie MoniKlnocl;''^ 

General King had asked to swing bis brigade, tlie left of which 
rested on the Pasig near iSantii Ana, to the left, tliereby driving the 
enemy in his front to the river, where be wonld have hiin at bis mercy. 
This was aiithoiiKed and the Galifornias, Washingtons, and Idahos 
responding with greiit vigor, tlie movement wiis attended with signal 
success. The insiugeut casnaltiea here were very lieavy and many weJ^ 
drowned in the Tasig. having attempted to cross it to escape punislt- 
nient. Meanwhile the right of Anderson's line, which was confronted 
by an almost in penetrable, thicket, was meeting with serious diffienlties. 
It had driven the insiirgeuts from their intrench iTients on the extreme 
right, but at the center in the jungle and swamp they held on with 
great tenacity. This position nas pi-essed by a portion of tl)e Fonr- 
teentb Infantry, under Captain Murphy, and Wheeler's troop of the 
Fourth Cavalry, wliich advanced slowly, shooting the insurgents in 
their formidable intreuehments, which they liad constructed therein, as 
they refused to yield. At U o'clock a. m. 1 telcgra])lied (General Ander 
son as follows: 

I'Mitalilisli your fiual line froiii irnaat opp()sit« I'liRiiy to Sim t'l'dro klHrnti. 'I'liU 
(;ivi-s yiiii n etiOTt line nud CDnimnud i<t'all tLeroadK kmliiig to tlieniii'thanil a fairly 
oimn country. Von can nndeitakoit us »non jih Murphy ovticonies ditSiriilt.v in lii's 
front. 'I'hi^ Nortli DakotOK can advanni) aloiii; cimat of tuij near ['asay. Vim pan 
atte.inl to nil (his as hoou :is yon are anrc of oiiiitiiniig Ban Pedro Macati. 

And I thereupon telegraphed Admiral Dewey as follows: 

Havr directed Aiidrrsou to i^tabliali KOiitliorii iiiiu Imtwecii I'asay and San I'pdvo 
Maoati on Puaii-- He wilt niove down na soon :ik lie lian full possi'i^sion ol'San PcmIhi 
Macati, vrbicli will siiou fall into hix batida. Will ymi kc^ep veamil to tlio frout to 
aaHist advance down coast! 

General Anderson seemctl doubtful if his troops could obtain pos- 
session of the indicated line (the I'asay and San Pedro Marati road) 
that afternoon on account of the difficulty experienced at his center. 
He had telegiaplied from liatterj' Knoll, right of I'aco bridge, at 12..i(l 
p. m.: 

King bas taken Santa Ana; 200 prinouere. Many Filipinon teportcd killed. < >iir 
loBH unknown; liolievpd not to bo lieavy. OvenBliiiir bun clearuil liis front on Iiis 
risliti, drivini; thi^m bark to our old intrenc1inniiit». Capbiin Murphy said to inivu 
advanced to blorkhonae 1 1. bnt iiiani'Ki'ntH atill liold Unnkiu^ position on his ri^ht. 
Have sent down one nan whicL liiis opened on then:, lint do not know witli uhgit 
resnlte. Firing atill continues. Liiat aeen of Smith (cnlotiel of rnlil'otnia reirinii-nt. 
meaniiif;) wna a<Ivan<;lng on the rij<;bt with two >>attaHonx and cnteriii;; San Peilro 
Macati. Prevent inHurgent leen force men ts crosHin-; river, 
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And later lie telegraphed from Pa^o bridge as follows : 

!klii,j or- General Anilcraon preHeiits biK niiTniiliiiieut!' anA save that lie Laa eeat all 

aviiiliiblei ■" " -■■--■ •• ■ .-..-.....-. 

in inadeiiuii 

frrai, n™ml Hnebei 

S;etits ciiit. 

Another battalion of tlie Tennessee regiment was borrowed from the 
provost marshal ;ind was ennducted by my aid. Oii|itaiii Sanders, to the 
center of this line, but did iiDt arrive until the ground liad been carried. 

1 hail sent Lieutenant-Oolonels Orowder and Potter to make known 
to (Jeneial Anderson the particulars of the movement desired, and 
finally, fearing that Kome misunderstanding might result, explained to 
Lieuteuitnt-Colonel Barry, my adjutant-general, all partii.'ulars, making 
caielul reference to the mni>, and di»pat<r]ied him to confer with General 
Ovenshine. lie went direct to that oflicer, whose troops on the right of 
the lino had returned to the original position of the morning, fearing 
the shells liom the gunsof tlie Moitaihiock; which struck uncomfortably 
near. When Colonel Barry explained fully to him what was expected 
of his troops, he at once took up the advance, swinging a jiart of his 
line to the leit, nttiicking the enemy in the Dank — whom he soon routed 
and dn>ve beyond the range of Are — and placed his entire line firmly 
on the I'iisay road. 

At l.3() o'clock Colonel JSarry telegraphed me as follows: 

Hiive.iuHt returiiwl fnim thi.' liglit in I'mntof Miiipliy'spositinii, Insur^ients ilriv.'n 
ririi in Hiiiirp li^ht wlii-ii ('cniTiil lii-cTishini' iiilTniin'd towiiiil J'a«a\. Little lusa to 
oiir I'orcuH. liiu inKLir^i'nt.sliiiilly bniiilluil. Maiiy killuil. Will see General Andcison. 
tliuii I'ntiini to Miiliii'.nunii. W«nl hiis jimt been rsci'iri-d that Ovousliiue linx taken 
iti ;(t >Saii I'eilrii Maeati. Will return ti> Mala- 

■iii Anderson an follows; 



At 4.45 


J telegrai'hed (ii 


Kii-rt \ort1i l):i 
Kin;; must lull o'l 
iiianniit lin«. It' 
liii.iiiKlc. to-iiiglit, 
inoriiiugniKt olio 


lUota. I'oiivte. 
t nuii Rike |HH 
von eaii fijinri 
MneArtfinr 
11 tlic lin.'. 



I trooim iH'fiupj-in;; iiORitinu far 

During the night of February 4 and the following day the inhabi- 
tants of the city were greatly agitated, fearing for their persoTial safety. 
Streets were almost desertetl, except by our troops. Two or three 
attempts were made to assemble by tiie secret military organizations, 
bnt were pixnuptly checked by liriga<li6r-(.ieneral Hughes, the provost- 
marshal -general, who had admirably ji'aced and retained his force at 
tlie more important iioints. His action was quick and decisive. Early 
on the morning of the 5th Ins police I'onipanics so eflfectively delivered 
their (ire upoii these assembling orgiinizatlons tliatthey were dispersed 
and discouraged. Their loss in killed could not have exceeded! .jO or 
00, bnt they ina^le no further very dangerous demonstrations until the 
night of February li3, when they surt'ered a severe ext>erience for their 
temeiity. At the close of the day on the 5th Admiral Dewey inquired 
concerniug the situation, and was replied to as follows: 

Situation natisfactori^. On south we liolil road frnin Paaay to San Pedro Miirati. 
Oil tlie iioi'tb w(i liold the water reBervoir, San Juan del Monte, and all bloikhonaea. 
Country peai'i'l'iU niul nty <)«iet. Troiipa fiinfjlit mngnificeutly. Insnrgeut dead 
bctHpHn .tOII nnd 1 ,01)0. Lots of pridonevH and 2 Krujip ({iiub captured. Insurgents 
demoralized . We owe you gratitude for yosv yreat sid- 

Our casualties for the day in killed and wounded numbered about 
250. Those of the insurgents will never be known. Our hospitals 
were filled with their wounded, our prisons with their captured, and 
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we buried 700 of them. Tlieif loss was estimated at 3,000, aud coii- 
sideriiig the uumber who died on the Held of battle might be deemed 
coDservative. 

Oil February (i it was ascertained that <Ji>loiiel Smith, with his Oali- 
foruiaiis, had not lialted at San I'edro JVIacati, but liad pursued tlie 
fieeiug eueiuy up the Pasig Itiver. So one seemed to know detlnitely 
his location, except that it was somewhere in the vicinity of the towns 
of Pasig, Pateros, or 'i'agnig. lie had gone tm witli i' battaiiinis of his 
regiment and occupied these villages, recciviiifi lUe written sui render 
of the inhabitants. General Andersun was (tirccted to wiMidraw liiiii 
at once to the Pasay road, which he did not reach until the sth of the 
month. The enemy took jiossession of the towns which he hii<l evacu- 
ated ujiou his directe<l withdrawal and celebrated a vicstory. They had 
been collecting to the east of the town of Pasig and on the south, and 
there was danger that they would cut off Smith's retreat, in case he did 
not fall back without delav to his directed positiim. 

\ movement bom the southern line was n it umsideiul idvjsibh as 
the bulk ot insurgtnt troops wne igaiii contcnti itnig on tlie m i th in 
the VII inity of <. iloot in, and the shoit idmn tide s mtin in Iuk win li 
we had ebtabbshed nas eisily deti nd(d and H nhl spin Iroi jis loi nij 
eiiKigencv it the noith 

On the moriiin,. ot the Otii out iCtei hon w is ^iv< n to thi I u^c iinin 
btr ot paittsuo oi bnshnh I I tia niosily in im ot < iii lines nhowiie 
contmnalh finug tiom nipu huts oi othti j>htes ot <onuiili]ii.nt iiimhi 
oni pflssiii^ transiiortation mcs'ttn^ds md detiu,hments Ntiil) ill 
tbebariuLlv guaidb hid been loiwirdid to the hont ind the | lovost 
guard was widel\ dinpoisid on th< outskuts ot the citj In sonn 
lubt mces it was neiehsirj to usoic to i idical measures and destroy 
miu} ot the nipa huts which situatid in the bamboo »idbinin i thicli 
ets, ga\e jirotection to st itttrtd iiisui^tnts who doubtlLs bclongid to 
the interior oigaui/ations oi iitv msuij, nt imlitii 11< d iv w lo 
de\oted to the removal ot tl cse d iit,ei ms m i th e tenni^ obst ilIls 
and the buiial of thi dead About i on ( ol in I St< Is nbiii„ t( le 
gtajilitd from the JJl|) isito i i « Mi r i s i ir tl 1 ilh wii ^ 

Ocieinl MicVrthui iiHtniolH i c k IU\ 

sLoiilil I e tiikR md liii<i i>f | | K 1 i I it I i 

hcie at d if t ecwRai J 1 11 tin | 1 I u <! i 1 t 1 

nt.ctiigwillitljel<ftoltli<sI]rHt I I I M ui nu I 11 

BJBtsot the I irstN 1 1 ski liririe 1 1 ft h tl j ni a II ( 1 ) 1 1 > 

rHgiiiiint and 1 iiicLes >f ailillerj 11 oro iit in ei ^iiitir it tliu al r» iks 11 d no 
coal I ilimot tliiiik wi shall lin 1 1113 ditli ullv l< twtf 1 lioie -11111 Ibi ip 

Stotseubuift's command was augmented by a battalion ot the f went j 
third Infantry from the provost guard, under (-DmniaiHl of Miijor (iood- 
ale, and he was directed to proceed and carry out his jilan. Later that 
eveuiug I sent for <ieiii-ral Hale, who c^)mmanded the right brigiKlo of 
MacArthur's line, informiufr him that I had Just received infonnatiou 
that a part of Stotsenburg's command was in difliculty, having been 
attacked by insurgents, and that it was short of iiinmuiiition and wifh- 
ont water. Hale at once proceeded to the Deposito and wired ine that 
Stotseuburg upon leaving the waterworks had ordered tioodale to 
take his battalion out the Maraquina road, extending his right to con- 
nect with his (Stotsenburg's) left, and mntinuGd: 

Altliiiugb I liail not cotitciriplivtml noiiiliiig iui.v tniops ti< Miir!ii]iiiuii, I did not cim- 
Bider it dcsiralile to olinngo ordem and leavii St.iilsi;iii>nrj^'H litft Hunk witboiit tlie 
" ~ ' itirlpatiiig, and ub tliore was little I'eHiHt.aiii'c met thraii);h tlie 



iveled and as we lieard do Urins on onr left, there aiipeanid ti 
' " ' '-' -ethre ' "" ■" " " '■" 



cial diinijer in Goodale'tt position. We threw Home slielln in the din.'r;tlon of the 

headiiunrters at Maraqnina to show tlimn that thoy wi!re nivercd by artiiiery (ire 
and to deter them from any attack they might niako on Gooiiale's oominand. 



by Google 



RKPOKT OF MAJOK-GENKBAI. OTIS. 101 

Generni Hale ascertained that the reports which I bad received were 
greatly exaggerated and that iio portion of Sfotseii burg's command 
was ill any immediate danger. He at once adopted measures to keep 
ojien communication with the pumping station, which Stotsenburg had 
successfully reached, by means of large detachments which patrolled 
the 4 miles of roiid between Deposito and the station, and the following 
morning I received this telegram from General MacArthiir: 

s tliat he liaK 1oiid<1 the Diissing pump mathinerj', that 
d Miiraqiiiiia, and that 10 coinpaoieB irent toward i'ssig. 
This comiiiand liaa beuii actively eiig;igr<l aioce l''riday nnd nnats to rest to-day and 
to-motrow. 1 have nnthinixei\ hiui to do so and not tu make an; t'attlier Eictiye 
movement of iin; kind withont speclUc orders. Lar^e liand of insurgents, armed 
and equipped, niiivlng ti)ward Pasig. Reoonimend sendinK gunboiit up river to 

Srevent them croMSinf,'. Seem to be concentrating soiitli of Pasig. fiiiptaiii Kan- 
iilph is now here aiid I can give him anj orders jon wish. 
To which reply was made: 

Order Captain liaodolph to tilke the gunboat to Sim Pedro Miiciiti and remain in 
i;bat vicinity. Inf.innittion will be forwarded to him at that point. Acknowledge 
and report miction. 

The gunboat referred to was a foriner I'asig Eiver passenger steam- 
boat known iis the Laffima- tie Ban, which wc had seized, though subse- 
quently purchased, about two weeks before active hostilities commenced, 
for service on the upper Pasig, should occasion require. On her we had 
placed machine and C-ponnder guns and heavy sheet-iron protection, 
and detailed for duty with her li officers and t>5 men. She was com- 
manded by Captain Randolph, of the Third Artillery, and aft«rwards 
by Ca]>tain Grant, of the Utali Artillery, who was an experienced steam- 
boat man, having been formerly engaged as a captain of a passenger 
vessel plying the northern United States lakes. She was a formidable 
and ufrly -looking craft, drawing only 4 feet of water, gave the insurgents 
much nneasiuess, and subsequently great fear whenever on the Pasig 
liiver, in the waters of the I^agnna de Bay, or in the rivers of Bulaciin 
province she chanced to a])pear. She was fearlessly liandled and was 
considered to be equivalent to a regiment of men whenever engaged. 
Her repeated successes led us to purchase and put in defensive condi- 
tion three other small light-draft river steamboats or launches, which, 
though inferior to the l.ai/in>fi ric liaij as fighting machines, have ren- 
dered excellent service. 

The insui'gent troo])s, which Colonel Stotsenbnrg reported as moving 
npoii the town of I'asig. at the head of the river of that name, were 
those which, in connection with the insiirgents in the south, it was 
believed were about to concentrate to resist Colonel Smith and his two 
lost battalions of the Calil'oniia regiment then in that vicinity, which on 
theOth had been ordered to witlidraw immediately to their iutebded 
position at San Pedro Macari. 

On February 7 division commanders looked to the means of readily 
supplying their troops with ammunition, subsistence, and water, and 
whatever else might be needed. For tliis service we had only the primi- 
tive T.rausi»ortation of the country. A few days before the fighting com- 
menced Mi^jor Bevol, traiis[K>rtation (}uartermaster of the command, had 
been dii-etited to assemble his hired carts at a certain locality in the city 
upon the flrst indication of active hostilities and to be prepared to seize 
and assemble there, also, all wheeled vehicles of which he could obtain 
possession. These instructions he carried out most ertectively, and the 
firing line was at all times supplied with every essential lequirement. 
Citiitens who sufiei-ed losse-s thereby were instructed to submit their 
claims, which were jironiptly settled, and over $7,000 (Mexican) were 
paid to them on these particular accounts. A goo<l many unauthorized 
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seizures were omde by enlisted meii going to and retuniing fioiu the 
front, seut in many instances for junmnnition and riitioiis. This was 
cLe(',ke<l under formal oMera iasned on tbe 7th iiistiint, and all inhabit- 
ants were compensated who tliereby satt'ered. 

On the morning of the 7th Colonel Stotsenburg reported tliat he had 
found all missing parts of the pumping msivhlnery. Steps were at once 
takeu to put this machinery in order aud in the course i>f two days the 
city was receiving an abundant water supply, wbicli has cnntinued 
since that date. 

The demoralization of the insurgents, which the rough handling they 
had unexpectedly received from the American mode of conducting war- 
fare hitherto unknown in these islands, and pronounced by them to be 
new aud unsoldierly, continued for two or three days. The leaders, 
confessing that their men were overmatches] by our troops, contended 
that they could overcome by numbers what was lacking in individual 
characteristics. They commenced at once a recon(«ntration of all their 
forces in eveiy direction, hastening from the north by rail every avail- 
able man whether armed with ritle or bolo. Still, they had lost a good 
many of their original soldiers, who, thornughly satisHed with the results 
of their war for independence, had cscape<l to their homes in distant 
villages. There was no lack of ammunition or subsistence for the troops 
ou the north, but those on tlie south hatl lost thi'ough capture all the 
rice and cartridges which they had stored near tlieir original lines and 
could not be lesupplied without difiiculty. The bolo men of the city, 
who had remained quiet since tlie afternoon of the 5th, began to show 
again a turbulent dis[K>sition, aud as CiU'ly as February K became hold 
and deliant. It became necessary to make new combinations, for the 
insurgents still pei'sisted in the intention to carry out their tbrmer pre 
conceived plan of action, which was to be an attack on our fi-f)nt, 
assisted by an overwhelmhig uprising of the city insurgent militia. 

Our southern line wsis short and secure. The northern line liad a 
sharp ]>rotruding angle at the Chinese church, l.| miles southeast of 
Galoocau; thence it extended southeasterly toward the depiisito; thence 
south to the Pasig Itlver with a strong outpost at the ])umpiiig station, 
4 miles east of the (lei>osito. 'Ihe left of this line was refused, running 
from the Chinese church to Vitas Pass in n, southwesterly direction. 
Two battalions of the provost guard had been sent to the pumping sbi- 
tion and other imrtious of it had be(Mi |ilaced far out in the suburbs. 
The increased insurgent activity within the city obliged the return of 
all this guard fur city service, aud to ell'ect it, the Wyoming battalion, 
three troops of the fourth Cavalry, tlie^North Dakota regiment, and 
two guns of Dyer's Light Battery were withdrawn from Anderson's 
front. The first organization relieved the Twenty third battnliou at 
the pumphig station. The cavalry aiul artillery trooiis were sent to 
General MacArthur for use in the vicinity of the Chinese church, jind 
the North Oakota regiment was placed in Malate (w here an uprising 
was threatened) for temporary dnty, 

Cenenil MacArthur bad re<]ucst<!d permission to swing his lelt on 
the tfiwn of Caloocau thereby giving him an excellent continnons and 
direct line on good ground from that t^wn to the dei)o8ito, but was 
requested to remain as quiet as possible, for a mn])le of days until the 
enemy could eHect complete concentration in his front, when another 
opportunity to punish him very severely would be ]>resented. This he 
did, and on the 10th of the month (it having been reported that Luna 
had placed about 4,000 insurgents south of Caloocau in front of Mac- 
Arthur's refused left) he was directed to rectify his aligumeut, which 



,y Google 



liEPOHT OF .M.\.IOtt-GI::NEEAI. OTIS. 103 

lie aci;omij|isli<id on tbe arternocm of the l»th, by a very spiriteii attack 
on tliL' part ol' the Hontaiiit, Kansas, and Pennsylvituia Volunteers, and 
tlie Third Artillery (brigade of Briy. Gen. il. G, Otis) swinging on the 
Chinese church as a pivot. The attack, preceded by a tiie of thirty 
liiiuiiteg ftom the gona of tlie Savy vessels on and in front of Gaiooean, 
consisted of an impetuons charge wliicli swept away every obstacle, 
iuHicting great damage on the enemy, who fought stubbomly within 
his intteiiclimcnts for a time, but finally tied indiscriminately to the 
rear. Our troops ]>nrsued beyond the line which it was intended to 
establish, rushed on to and over the stone walls which surronndcd the 
Galoocan cemetery, where the insurgents had placed a strong foice, 
which they well-nigii destroyed. l>arkiieS3 coming on the troops were 
([Uickly recalled, and the line, with the left resting on Galoocan was 
occupied — the extreme left being refused to guard against any move- 
ment from the direction of the town of Maliibon. 

J luring the aftern<x)u of February S 1 received the following dispatch 
from Admiral Dewey: 

Havu Bent llitg of truce to (?uii Jioi|iiB iliri^cting witbdnm'al iil' inaulsfeiil troi)|iB. 
If wbtte lliif^ is not Jlyinj; nt !l a. ui. to-mnrrovv sliall optu witb sliipx. PlciiBn direct 
<^ol^lllel oiimiiiamlin^' to orcnpy Sftii lloqus after inanrgeDt troops leave. This is 
most iiupovtaiit in iDteve>4t of navy. 

Sau Itotpie was a thickly populated village connected with the ufival 
station at Uavite by a causeway over a narrow intervening strip of 
water and was at the inercy of the guns of the navy. The insurgent 
troops formerly occupying Cavite ha<l taken possession of this point, 
where they had been augmented by considerable accessions from the 
Cavite pi'ovince. Our own troops, consisting of the Fifty-first Iowa 
Hegiment, 2 Galilbniia battalions of heavy artillery, the AVyoming Light 
Artillery, and the Xevada troop of disuiounted cavalry, commanded by 
(Jolonel IjOper, of the Fifty-first Iowa Begiuient, occupied Cavite and 
guarded the causeway between the two towns. Ijion receipt of the 
Admiral's telegram. C()lonel Loper was (noperly instructed, and at 9 
o'ch>ck on the morning of the Joilowiug day the insurgents, having 
kerosened San Koque, tired it and withdrew, crossing the neck which 
joins it to the luainland. Our troops at once took possession and by 
persistent eH'oits saved from destruction many of its best buildings. 
The inhabitants tied, preceding or accompanying the Insurgents, and 
Colonel I/t)pcr stationed guards there and placed a force across the nar- 
now neck of land at a point about a mile distant from (Cavite, wliere he 
confnmted the insurgent intrenchmeuts on the uiain shore, where tntops 
have since been maintained and from wliich point they have operated 
by reconnoissnnce as far as old Clavitc and San Francisco de Malabon. 

Ati'airs at the open porls of lloilo and Gebu, for which foreign and 
domestic merchant vessels had persialently cleared, furnishing goods 
and paying tribute to the insurgent authorities, and foreign men-of-war 
were intently watching the progress of events, gave gi-eat annoyance. 
The questions i>resentc(l bristled with conundrnnis of a political char- 
acter, and the I'nited States consuls on the Asiatic coast wanted pos- 
itive information of condition and status. The tenitory was no longer 
Spain's, but we still hesitated tofcike decisive action for fear of provok- 
ing the insurgeuts, or really giving tbcm the excuse to attack us which 
they desired, Now this last obstacle hatl been removal by their 
determined onslaughts on Manila, ami it was very important for over- 
mastering political reasons to take ])osse8sion of these southern ports, 
through force or otherwise, as circumstances might demand. Notwith- 
standing our military strength at Manila was so limited that we could 
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not pursue into the iwterioi' tbe tleeing enemy, we knew our ability to 
worst him sliould be appenr aiiywbeie in our vicinity, and couclnded 
that exigencies compelled us to clear up the field wliich we were con- 
fronting at Iloilo. On February 7 I asked authority to direct General 
Miller to take the place. This being received, tlie Tennessee regiment, 
wliich bad been acting with the Mjinila provost guard, was forwarded 
to that point, sailing on the iJtli instant. On the evening of the previ- 
ous day J dispatched Lieutenant-Oolouel I'otter with the following 
instructions: 

Hivins. Di^PT. Pacii-h^ anij En^icnr AiiMy CoRi>>, 

MaHilii, l: I., Fihriiarij .V, lS9i). 

Brigaclier-Grnern! Mu.i.Kii, U. 8. V., 

CommaHditig First Separalt Hriyade, iiighlh Army Corps, Iloilo, Pana;i. 

Sir : Tlie commanding genernl directs that you occupy Iloilo witEi your trouiiB aa 
soon as practicable, baviay; a care for tli<' lives and property »f tlie iuliabitaniH of 
that city aud giving to citizens tlte necesKary notict* to withdraw therut't-om in case 
resistance Is antic ipate<l. 

Tbe admiral commanding the rDit«il States iiaviil Ibroes on tlie Asiati'' Stfifion 
will direct the conimaDding oflioers of navnl vessels in tbe harbor iif Iloilo to sup- 
port joii ill yoiir operations. 

Avnitl destruction of jiroperty in so far aa may be possible with Hiiccessfiil opera- 
tionr), and enileavor to prevent deBtruction of same bv native troops. 

The First Tennessee retfiment will sail for Iloilo to-niorrow morning, the 9th 
instant, and upon its artiviil you will i>e able to make yonr ilispoaitions. 

The commanding general trusts to your ability aud discri'tiou, and does not desire 
to givt' yoit more speollio iuBtnictiims, permitting full latitude of action on your 
part. These inBtrnctioiiH will ho handed to yon by I. Sen tenant- Colonel Potter, who 
leaves this evening by steamer liutuan. lie will remain with you nntil you are 
able to report the results of your action in executing those instriii'tions, when you 
will dispatifb him to these headqnarlern witli report of same. 
Very respect I'n II v, 

Tiii,.M.is H. Uauuv, 

Shortly after l/ieutenant-ColoucI I'otter arrived with iustrnctions, 
and on tbe morning of tbe 10th General Miller bad a conference with 
the i^minanding oltieers of the IFuiteil States war vessels in the harbor 
and with certain business men in Iloilo, when the time lo be given the 
insurgents to surrender or evacuate and lor the inhabitants to with- 
draw from the city was determined upon. With tbe navy coiiimaiiders 
tbe plan of battle, in case it became necessary to lorcibly take the 
place, was diRcussed, but not fully agreed upon. The results arrived 
at are given in the following comniuiiicatioiis: 

llDllllfi. I'll^Sr SKlMfiATI.: I!111I:AI.|I!, EniHTIl Ahjiv (.'Olll'S, 

On Ili.ARIl TllANSPllIiT NKWI'OKT, 

lUiHo llarlHir, I'. I., Felimai-g II), tHO'.K 
COMMAXlllMi (iV.tiFMAl. XaTIVK, FOEiCIW, JloUo. 

Silt: In a vommnnicAtiim from lien. Roi|ne Lope>^, dated Decenilxir :il, 18!t8, it 
was stated that armed reHistam^c would he oll'en^d to the forces oftix' I'nited States 
in case they attempted to occupy Iloilo without tlie oonMcnt of (loncral Asninuldo. 
This commnni cation was referred, finiDstrui'.tinna,to Major-liriieral Otis, command' 
ingthe United (States fones in the rhilippine Islands. Aftei' a long delay orders 
have arrived, and I am now diri'oted by him (o iKiiaipy the city of Iloilo with my 
troops as soon aa practicable. I therefore call on yon to deliver np the city of Iloilo 
aud a^liacent territory, and to siirrmidor tlie armeil forces occupying thi* same before 
Buusot Saturday, the lllh instant, or 1 shall proci^od with my troops tc) occupy tlin 
city by force. It in rcr|neHted that you give warning to all noncombntantis in Iloilo, 
Jaro, and llnlo that in case of resistance their city and villages will lie exposed to 
bombardment. Any attempt on yonr part in the interim to close the Iloilo liivor ortni 
throw np or improve any defensive works \vill at once biMuet by tin! fr<im the United 
States warships anil my troops. Free ingress and egress to boats going to and com- 
ing from Jloihi will he |icrmitted until siineot Saturday, the 1ltli instant. After this 
^i__ _ i> __. __.r.. _ . - 1[ ]j|, |]|h1hi- (lag of truce. 
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Hll'JI:S, l''[I1.1T SBIMIIATK flUiOAIlE, KliJUTIl AitMT COHPS, 

Ox Hoard Thasswirt Ki:wp01!T, 
lloilo Harbor, P. I., Febmurii W, 1S9S. 
To the Jlriti«h, (:eimaH,aiid .Imerlcaa I'ict-Conaulalti : 

In view of anticipated faostilitieK, iioti<'« is hereby giren juu to cause all per- 
sons H-lho !ire nuder .vonr protectiou t» seek a place of safety before ,'> a. iii. Siiudar, 
tlie 12tli instain. Hostilitiea may tommeuce at any tinie ;tft(ir th;it lioiir anil tiate. 
\'e]y respecti'iiily, 

M. P. MlLLBIl, 

urif/adier General, t',S, I'., Commanding. 
Offluitil copy nlao respectfully ftinijshed i^ominandinjf otHccrs H. M. 8. 1'iimij, and 
U. 8. i?. i:o8lon. and U. S. S. I'flrfl. 
Ky coniniaiKl of Krigadier-G'neiai Millei. 

Chas. G. \V(ioinvARi>, 
I'irst Lieulenanl, Third i'. S. .Irtillerg, Acliiin Auislanl Adjainiit-Heneral. 

The Tennessee legiinent arrived at Iloilo on tbe night of Februaiy 
H), and next morning al)oiit 9 o'clock four coinmissioiiers sent by the 
inhabitants boarded the Xewport, General Miller's vessel, to discuss 
the sitnation. While in conferen<;e two shots ^"ere heard, which were 
fired from one of the war vessels as warning shots to the insurgents 
who were engaged in throwing up intrench men ts at or near the fort 
located on the city's water line, against which proceeding they had been 
wai'iied in the letter fnrniohed them the previous day. To these shots 
the insurgents reiilied, and at it.3ll n. ni. the fort and the war vessels 
(tlie linUimore and Pctre}) became actively engaged. The army not 
anticipating this action, had made very little preparation for landing 
its troo|>s. The navy attack was followed by a landing of its meii, the 
seizure of the fort, the hoisting of the United States flag over the same 
and the entrance of the men to tiiecity — the insurgents retiring before 
landing was eiVccted, and Wring the town during their retreat. Ijieuten- 
ant-C(doiicl Potter, who was a witness and participant in the alfair, 
made written report of the events which came under his observation. 
The vessels which he mentions, namely, the Arhoiw. St. I'niil, and 
J\'eiryior/, were troop trausjiorts; the lionton and /'e^rW, vessels of the 
Navy; the //"'Vo and IVccji/f. launrlies. Colonel Potter states as fol- 
lows: 

As we li'I't the Arizona wc snw the /;os/o"*- Uoats iiliont halfway t" tliy shore. 
Till' ra|>tniii cf the SI. Vnnl wanted to move bis vi'ssel ueiin-r shnro and waa 
.nlldwed to di) SCI, As she iini'liored, liur starlioard boiits weri) fnli and we towed 
them in anil landed tlieni, while the Ihiila. which eanie nji (having been relieved at 
the Ari:omi by the FfcewH, wliii'h hail left the lifttboat anchored) towed in the port 
bontx a feiv iniuntoH later. The exact tinif ortbia lauiling 1 did not note, but aller- 
warda aaw a reconlrd Bignal from tlic I'llril to the lio»lon, whieli said it was 12 
o'riooli. All of this took time, aa the tide was rnnninn very strons. From onr 
laniich, nH we preceded tlie 1ft. I'avl to her anchorage near iihore, we saw the tlag 
hauled down and ours go np. and soon after aaw the navy forces ailvnnoing from 
the fiTt to the lirst warehouse, where they appeared to atop and come back. This 
afterwards proved to be only tlio I'etrel'M men, who landed riii tbe other side of tbe 
fort, where we had not seen Ihetn, while the Ilogtoti'i men under Jjiontenaut Hib- 
lack, liad cone uptown. Not knowing this, 1 atartod np the road, where I was met 
by a aijrnal man from the Petrel, who asid they had received a message from the 
Prirel fiiiit we must ho earefnl in adv.incing into town, as a great many insnrgeiits 
were left in the builitinf,'s as wi'U as in rilie pits which were dus ou either side 
of the street. This i-niiBed us to wail for a snllicient ftiiee to oecnpy al! aide etieets 



,y Google 



lU(> KKI'OKT or MA.Ii)[i-G[':NERAL DTIS. 

ami aiivjuici' ciiTitiinisly (ju lenat Imll an liotir lieiiig tbii« lost), "litn, to imr siir- 
priHt;, oil iirriviii}: at tbe custom- hi) use, wi' tbuiiil [lictitennut Nililiiok's loivu receiv- 
ing ft lew eliotH fioiii tlio enismy up I'iver, but tliey liad uiiuu tc> tJiis puiiit without 
weijig nii.v irisnrftt'iits or hmiring a uhiit. 

At the first B I lot A'oiii th« IfontoH tbe iiiNDrgi'iits UeKitu liriii^ tint tnu'ii an thay 
retreiited up town uloii^ tbe iiiuiu street, lire beiii)^ apiilii'il to both sides ol' the 
Btrt'et. 1 Bi>\v Koiiie placea where they hud fniled to itet lire, but iilicn^ wood siitn- 
riited with cuiil oil wiis ]iiled aj;:""'*'' (loorH. lli'lnri' the Navy iva.H tiitongh with the 
t>oiuhardiiiciit lircB hiid iieeii set iiwiiy up ou (.'alle Keul, aud as a strong \iti'6/,<- vraa 
blowiiiK: there wns little i-haiive of siivin); nuythiiiK to lei^waril of tlie llres. 

A fen* (roops with Generjil ilillor got thrcniffh tlii) liwa Just beyomi tliK cu^toin- 
liouse, bnt the rust of iis were cut off ftom ndviiiioiiif! for two liours, Tlii'so few 
troops ailviuiced with nu resista.iice iiiiil took Jiiro mid Molo hridfrKS. i'in'M ivere 
set ulou}! tlie roail to the .Invii briil(;B Iicfore itny povaible linidin); could bitve uaveil 
them, UDd vi>ry little wiia l)iiriied excejit to liionunl, where tbe Hiiiuku iLud flumes 
were such as to drive biit^k compatiy iifLei [company tryiu); to jj;at lo tbii few troops 
ill front, nho wiuild be in greiit peril if uttm^ked in fol'eo. I!iit all attempts failed 
for II time. I saiv two uomiiniiies of Major (Jlioathum's liattalioii trj' to gi-t iirouml 
by wadiiijr ou tJie beach, liut they wete driven back. It wiui :t riihi- which would 
have batiled profesBional flremea witb ii complete appaiatiDi I'or liiilttitiK liri'. 

General Miller, in i\ report nmde February 2(f, reiiiaikH: 
Xo iirraii((eme]it or agreemittit with tbe Hi'iiior ofSi^er ol' the Kiivy was uiaile thiit 
he should opru Ihe attiiirk without ciiuft-rrhig ivith me, lint it neeiiieil he construed 
luy letter to thi' iuanrgentN in l.bat li^ht anil I'DmiiK'nceil tbu attiick. Aly i-iiiiiniaud 
had been liviug on the niiiij;li bay ever since lirst ariiviiiK. VVitli great diDlcnlty 
we liwl gotten poaHcHsion ol IwD lifrbters ;iiid thi-eo steam launches to tranHfer c;oal 
barges, etc., from supply alilpH to permnneut HliipH, At the time of the ftttai-k the 
Samar wan endeavoring to tow tiie bai'ge Carlaffena to the A'eicporf for the purpose 
of placing a lifflit battery on it. The .■Irhinin had a etmliiig ebip nIongHide; tbe 
other hnmcli ivns en ronto to the >'■'■ I'aiii. ' '' The Navy Iiiuded their foi'ueK 

promptly, and found npoii iirrivtil at the pla/a mi aluuwt im[>iiHHable barrier ol' fire 
toward .Jam bridgis I think a ijnii'ker landing of my tniopi) would have found Ihe 
snntu coiiditious in front; as it was. 1 piisbed through the llanies nith what force T 
could get tbivjugh and saved several buildings beyond tbe pla7.it, ni'ar Jaru bridge, 
and along the banks of the Jloilo. 

I uow quote from the accotiipaiiying report of General Hughes, cotii- 
mandiug at present iu the Visayaii Islands: 

upon reeeijit of tins infomiatioii ways anil meims weri' taken by tbe insurgents, 
then !□ oeeupatioa iind lontrol, for burning tbe city. Lnigi; iiuaiilitiesof jietroloiitn 
were Heiiiired and storuil iu the iiynntamlunto, Calle liosario, Calle San Fedi'o, ete. 
In tlit> early morning of February 11, befiiri; any shots hwl been llreil or auy imnie- 
diato action was evident, tlieee supplies of oil were distributed about the city and 
placed in dwellings, HhopH, stores, ete., so a* t-o make the work of the incendiaries 
easy, swift, and Huie. 'me etatenioni is made that tbe local president and other 
otiicials in nuifonu assisted in the distribution of tlie petndeum, and the mayor of 
the city, tailor Leou, is said to have followed tlii' example of the mayor of Miisiow 
by setting fire to his own house lioforo abandoning the city, which Inid liceu (lonlidod 

On tbe niorniiig of the 11th (he insurgents were illBCUVcied |iuttin^' guns in posi- 
tion on tbe beach for defensi', and as this was in viiibition of tbe ronditbiDfispei'ilied 
by General Miller in giantiiig time for nonioinlialants, etu., to make their disposi- 
tions for what might occur, the naval gunboat I'tliiil fire*) two warning shotH, upon 
which the land battery being put in position opened fire on flic I'rircl, whiiii 
opened an ai^tion that tiad not been oontemidatitd i<r expOl^tcd on tbe part of I'ittier 
the troops or their coiiinmndiits until the following morning. 

Firing having opened between tbe hostihi forces, tbe inoeiKliarb'S in the city 
iinmediati-Iy began tlieir aiwigned work, and the t;ity was soon In flames. Mean- 
while the troops were being landed ou the bench and the riglit bank of the river. 
and working tlieir way through and around the fire succeeded in reaching and 
securing pimHession of the bridge across the Iloilo Kiver leading to .faro, and also 
the bridge across the estuary on the road to Molo. Posscssiou of lliese points as- 
sured (Jeneral Miller's possession of the city. In submitting the fact to the depart- 
nieut commander (leneral Jliller n^miirks: 

" It was not con tciiu plated to make an attack bi'fore the hour naiuod to the con- 
suls, but the insurgent forces having began acts of hostilify, military iieei'ssity 
required that action should be taken and folbiweil up. twitch action certainly made 
no ditference regarding the destruction of property, a& it was a matter of common 
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re]iort that every ]iri'piirntimi liiiit been iiiaiie by tbo foitex iif thu iiiftiiigiMits iit 
lioilo to set tite to the citv lit tlie first liostiJo eiiot." 

In auotlier letter, wri tt*u by General Miller on the 3ist of Pelirn.iiy, the lollo« iiig 
lemnrk occurs: 

"I liiive no doubt it in owiiifj: to tbe preiiiatitro attaek tbnt aiiy of tlie btiililirigB 
are saved, Tbe plan was one of total destruction by ftn'.' 

Ou thu Ibliowiug day the wibiirb of Jam w»a tJiken bv Ma^jor Keller ivitli a bat- 
tali'iu of tilt: Kighteeiith iDfautiy an<l a balteiy of iiiacliiue guns. G.-oural Miller 
reported as follown: 

"Hduks. First Sei'ahatk Hi!iiiAi>F,, EiiidTi; AiiMV CoKr«, 

"lioilo, I'. L, February IJ, l.Sfi:'. 
■'Adjutast-Genkral, Dwt. ok the I'Acn-it; and Khihth Ahmy Coi:rs 

"Sir; 1 have tbc |j on or to report the miiitiiry situation as rery vexations. We 
liave captured Hollo, as before reported, bur the position of the iusnrgents Iiub been 
siK'li that all tliH time we are expoHed to xliarpsbooters' lire with the Mauser rilie, 
und uo one ItnowM when he ia safe. Jaro and Alolo occnpieil would relli^ve iik from 
this trouble, but I abould have a, battalion of fuui' cuni]iaiiles more tn bold !Molo. 
To-day at 2 p. in. 1 sent a recounolssancu to both Jaio and Molo~a bnttalinii •<!' tbe 
Tennessee to llolo and one of the Eighteenth Iiifantry tu ,laro. At Molo no enemy 
was found; at .laro tbe enemy was encotintei'ed and skirniiitbintf eouinieneed at 
ont-e. The iusurKents wero about l.OWl Ktrong. Tbey tliri-w an accurate and con- 
eeutrated tire, 'i'hey fought well, lint tiiially i-etroated to Jnro and were driven 
beyond it. I reenfiirceil the firxt battiiliou with the second, and we hi>td Jaro 
lo-'uight. Second Lieut. F. V. iSolles, Ei^'bteenth Inrantry, attncbud to ihe niathine 
battery, was wunuded through the left leg below the knee and one private throuKh 
the lung and another through the leg. Will Mend ciHicilio report aa soon aspoHHible. 
Onr troopK of the Eighteenth were under the coinnnind of Jin.jor Keller, and after- 
wards the two battalions were under tbe emnnniDd of Colonel \'au Val^ah. 3iIajor 
Keller's battalion, aaKiated by the niachine-unn baltery, under Lieutenant Ostbeini, 
did tbe work. Mivi»i' Keller is an able, feailesa, ;(iid brave ollicer: also Lieutenant 
Oxtlieini. I shall make leconiiiieiidation aliimt them lat^'r. 
"Very respi'itfnily. 

Ou the Uth of l''ebi'uarj' Major Kellel 
Santa Karbara. and I miles fron> .laro lit 
and drove them bark some distance. 1 
I woiLnded. 

( In the littli of February a reeonnoissa 
First 'I'euiiceHi'e \'nliinteeiB. but no encn 

A battalion <if tbe l''irst Teuuesaee Vii 
tion of San Miguel via Miindiirriao on t) 
a short distani'e bryonil 5Iandnrria<i and 

The iiiilitiiry operations wliicli liave siiu 
be noted in a hiter ixn-tion of tliis rt'iiort. 

pied by oni' troops a goveiiimeut Wiis estublisbert and iiaa been s 
I'ully 1 1 10 scented. 

The rapid elmtigew in tbe spiril, dciiieiinor. and deiuonsti atious of the 
iuhabitants of Maniliv of lU! f hisses lietween the 5th and 10th of Feb- 
ruary eouhl be witnessetl only in u eonimnnity made up of the most 
heler*i};eiieoHs elements. On the lith the edueated business chisses, 
foreign and native born, nere snrprisinjrly liopefiil that Iiostilities 
would soon end. Tbe natives of tbe middle and woiking classes were 
sullen, thougli undetermined. The hirge Ohinese labi>ring pojmhttioQ 
rejoiced over tbe punisliinent of tlicir nice enemies and the opportunity 
oHcred it for looting the country from which the insurgent forces had 
been driven. These (Jbinese had followed quite closely our advancing 
lines and secured many toinor articles of i»roperty which by them were 
considered of value. We bad employed them, too, extensively to per- 
form a good deal of the work connected with supplying the troops at 
the front, and they performed fttitliful service. On the 7th basineas 
became active again ami the streets were thronged as usual. The night 
was the most exciting portion of the twenty-four hours, as tbe occa- 
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sioiml shots of our sentries, tlie buriiiiig of nipa buildings (the work of 
iiiceudiaries), and the fre<iHeiitly detected intercliaiige of signals 
between tlie insurgents within and those without the city lines gave 
constant warning of the dangers which tlireateiied us. The means of 
supplying suhsistonce tor this large motley population presented a 
problem for solution in which new conditions continually obtruded 
themselves. The great majority of the population never provides tor 
the morrow and depends upon the numerous city markets for its daily 
supply of food, made up almost exclusively, rice excepted, of the prod- 
ucts of the adjacent country. Tliat source of supply had been vir- 
tually closed since the latter part of January, and interisland traffic 
had been arrested by the event of war. On February 8 it was offi- 
cially reported that the insurgent troo]ts to the east of the city had 
returned to tlie mountains and those to the south had disappeared, 
whereupon orders were issued to permit the resumption of trade along 
the Pasig liiver to the Laguna de Bay. This it was expected would 
give iManila the products of the lake country, from which source she 
had always obtained a large portion of articles for daily consumption 
No sooner, however, was this traflic reopened than tLe insurgents 
seized the Upper Pasijr country and threw a large force into the towns 
of Pasig, Pateros, and Taguig, which it advanced to Guadalupe, within 
ritle shot of San Pedro .Macati, where the left of General Anderson's 
line re8te<l. The bold resumption of the ofiensive at this point, the 
rapid concentration taking place at the imith, and the restoration of 
communication between the northern and southern insurgent armies 
depressed the better social element of the city and correspondingly 
elevated the hopes of the hostile military orsanizations in our midst 
Active demonstrations, in attacking troops on the streets, setting fires 
in thickly populated districts, with an occasional murder or assassina- 
tion, were resumed, and rendered it again necessary to take every pre. 
cautionary measure for the city's safety. Orders were given to the 
division commanders to conflne the duties of tlieir men within the city 
to the protection of their barracks, and not permit them to patrol the 
streets, as the provost-marshal -general was prepare<l to ett'ec^tually 
rei)ress any attempt on the part of the inhabitants to inllict serious 
damage. 

On the evening of February 9 I wired Oenend MiicArthnr at the 
Cliinese church, the advanced angle of his line, the following: 

Reported that the ijisurgnuts will ftttiiok at 3 o'ciofik in the iimrninjf. Their plnii 
to ftttaek your front in ilirse forne finil iit the same time to rise in yonr rear in l.ico 
district. Tlioy liave been entering through Vitas Kwampa all diiy iind landinj; at 
intersection of Cnlle Sundn nnA Calli' ilcr Lenii-ry at Uriiltte. Jtolo men will Ibnn 
between Vitas district anil I.ii^o roail. 

About the same hour (Jeneral MacArthur telegraphed: 

It liaa been neneBsary to rninlori-i> tlie liioolihonsn at the month of Vit:ia Crei'k on 
account of the tliiviitening attitude of this KiLrroiniiiinji populiitiim, I'le:tai' have 
th<t sitnation examined and either ;iiitli»riKe tlir iibandonmelit of the bloclihonsi' 
entirely or nial<p it piirt of the provost dnty of tlio iiity. The com|>any thiTe ia 
IVoni Kansas, and eonci^ntration in front of that regiment is raported as stiil in 
progress. 

The general was directed to hold on to the position, it being con- 
sidered of vital importance, and assistance was sent to the company 
occupying the point. Later the general was instructed in telegram as 
follows : 

Not intended that yon should keep 3 troops at Vitas Creek nnlosn neecssaiw to 

?rotcct your rear from conti'mpiated niinojanne on part of inli.iliitnnts of section, 
on are far out and General Hnglies ciiii not (ifilciently reach yon. The l)olo men of 
Tondo arc restless to-day. 
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Tlie iictioii i)f Febiuaiy 10, already liereinbefore reported, toUowed, 
but iiistea^l of having a (]uieti»g eftiwjt "ii tbe liostile portion of tlie 
inhabitants, appemed to iiiuite them to greater energy Rumors 
of iiieihtated npnsuigb weie toustant and weie onlycheclied b> the 
untiring watclifiil !»'->-. ot the provost guard l-ires indifiereut sections 
ot tlic tit\, inostlv HI the outbkuts, ivcn nt inghtl^ octuireiue 

Mil J-ebiuaiy 15 tbe jnovost maishdl general scimed in oidei issued 
h^ the M dub is gov^'iuinent thiough the responsible ofiicei nho had 
1 used lud otg iii)/ed the hostib inb,ibitdnts within the city and then 
d(-|><Hted foi fbe msiiigiiit t.iiiitdl wIik h diiPiUd aiising that e\euirig, 
and wbn li ioi bub irons inttnt is uiiefjualed in tliese m<iderii times of 
nvi]i/(d rt iildiL A tr^iisbition le.ids in put ts 1oll<i«s 

Pii-t U.u \iill Bi. (lisiKise tint ntMul i\iUi>l ili teirito 

n il i I I ti I it ^o1l1 oTilei \mI1 b( fuitml miii i sun I i tin aiuieil 



<)t (oiiisc air.uigements wiie m.ide to iinnitdidtety <heek this con 
ti m]il ited (b'inonsti itiiiii but thi wider ^am us oni fust positne 

issiii line ot tU( tactus vim b tin iiism^ents intended to piusue and 
(oiilu IK (I tltc tiunins ol uiteiit tthn li li id been |iii \ ilciit since the list 
w. ek 111 T.iiiii<ii\ Ihi- tortitiiati. pieiaiitiini sentd lo keep \eij 

II rue tbi V itililiilmss of ill Dlliiei-- (h,iij.ed uitli tht s Uetj ot the 
(ii\ mil M^iliiici w IS ii'« ndid on tin nii,lii ot tibin.vij -'J, "hen a 
diui tui nsiii^ «as itU nipttd md « is su(.<(s-.lul in its inception and 
|iiiiiiii\ st i„es ( (insiili 1 ibli niiiiibi.is of iriiicd uisuigent- passing 

h\ « itu uiil tliioii^h stamps lui 1 M h Aithui skit eiiteied londo 

tin tiortbi 111 distiitt "I tin cit\ iboiit i niiie to the real of bis line, 

md lime <i.iK< ilfd tliiiiisd\ts an iitm^ tbe ir o|iiioit(inity. Sboitlj 

ifti'i d Ilk in the evi iiiii;: a niimlKi ol buddings, some of (ousideiable 
import in<e, sitiiited tn tiie tliukh sittled porrion ot Bmoodo, were 
siinidt.uieouh]v hied, having been ))ieMously keiosened, and while the 
cit\ bre depaitmeiit (a depaitment tbe inembersbij) of Trbicb was con 
lined toiiatnes who bad .dnavs pioved lo^aI) n as making ^reat eflorts 
to ( xtiiignisb the bie^, oi at least hold them undei loutiok the fiie 
hosi \i IS repeated!} cut and muslietrj sLootmg commenied verj near 
thorn at the noitb, on tbe Tondo and Binondo line. This Ueneial 
Hughes, preMcnt in person, soon chei-ked with bis troops, driviug the 
attacking parties northward, when otlier fires broke out in the Binondo 
district near the river bank, which threatened our army supplies. 
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These were (juickly extinfjiiislied and the amied iiisurgentH again driven 
northward. Karly the next iiioniing General Hughes moved against 
this enemy secreted in Tondo, wliich may have nnmbered ],0(MI nv more, 
drove it northward toward (ieneral MdcArthnr's lines, itlthongh it 
resisted stoutly from its concealments in the banibo and rice paddies, 
and behind barricades whicii it liad erected. 'I'he entniy's casnalticpi 
nunibereil about 50(t, while General Hughes's loss, owing to the rapidity 
and lierceiiBss of his attack, was very slight. This punishment put an 
end to tlie tlangerous demonstrations within the city on the part of the 
iusnrgent inhabitants, and thereafter they failed to respond to the 
orders given them by the Malolos government, mnch to the latter's 
indignation, which charged them with a lack of patriotism. Since 
February 2;J, few shots of sentinels or patrols have been heard within 
the coutiiies of Manila, and tliose in the nighttime, which were aime<l 
generally at the towers of churehes and «»uvcnts from which res|)on- 
sive signals were being transmitted to the signals seen at prominent 
I>oiiits occupied by the insurgent troops. 

Wliile tliese interesting events were pai^siitg in Manila, our out<^r line^t 
were being placed in a tioiiditiou of defense so that they might be 
securely held by fewer troops, thus giving ns the men to o])frafe with 
and initiate attack on the increasing forces of the enemy, wiio were 
becoming quite hold again. The length of onr line norih of the Pan^ig 
Biver wa^ about 9 miles, and it was necessary to maintain it fur the 
safety of the city and the protection of our water plant. BcHidea the 
tbrce at the pumping station, we were obliged to kee]) a large detach- 
ment on the Mar)M]uina road north of the station, and to patii)l the 
road between it and the reseivoir, a distance of aiK)nt 4 miles. These 
detached troops, which were connnnnded byColonel kStotsenbnrg, invited 
the attention of the insurgents. About the 12th instant they made a 
spirited attack on the Maratgnina outpost, but were signally defeated 
and driven several miles noithward through San Francisco del J^lonte 
toward Caloocan. On February '22 the First Nebraska and Wyoming 
Volunteers attacked and scattered a considerable body of insurgents 
between the reservoir, pumping station, and Pasig River, which had 
placed itself in that locality, and on February 24 a detachment of the 
Oregon regiment and a company of the Nebniska infantry attacked and 
defeated an insurgent force north of the Maraquina load. Similar 
actions occurred on the a.'ith and U7th of the month, when the persistent 
enemy was driven northward with considerable h»ss. Again, on March 
5, 6, and 7, iiortions of the Nebraska, Oregon, and Utah troops were 
obliged to attack and drive off other bodies of insurgent troops which 
appeared near the pumping station and on the Maraquina road. These 
expeditions served to check their ardor in that direiition, and they began 
to pay more attention to other jiortions of our lines, becoTning very 
annoying in the vicinity of Oaloocan and in front of San I'edro Macati. 
At these points the troops wanted to attack, but nothing substantial 
eould be gained thereby and the <;ity would be exposed needlessly'. The 
line of the Pasig was considered as the first reiiuisite to improve our 
military situation, and we were awaiting the arrival of troops, daily 
expected. The Twentieth Infantry reportwl February 23, and the 
Twenty-second Infantry March 4 and 5. This gave us suflicient a<idi- 
tional Ibrce to take the initiative. We had lost the Tennessee Volun- 
teers, sent to Iloilo, and received two additional regiments, and our 
enlisted strength for duty in and around Manila, the provost guard 
included, numbered nearly lo,00(> men. A provisional brigade was 
formed consisting of the Twentieth and Twenty-second regiments of 
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infantry, ,'} troops of the Fourth Oavaliy, a section of Light Battery D, 
Sixtli Artillery, 2 battalions of tbo Wasliington ami 7 conipaniea of tlie 
Oregon Volunteers, and lirig. Gen. Lloyd WlieittoD, U. tS. V., was 
placed in cominand. Tbia brigadfl engaged tlie enemy at (Juadalape 
ridge, near San Pedro Mai;ati, at I'asig, Pateios, Cainta, and Tagnig, 
and di-ove bini out and beyond tliese towns. Tbe insurgents, bowever, 
conceutrated near Ttiguig, and made a spirited attack on General 
Wbeaton'M troops tbere, inflicting a few cn8natti(?s, but lie (•olle<^tt'd his 
forces quickly and early tbe next morning madeacomtter attack. -.vliich 
the insurgents were unable to withstand, routed them and drove them 
ir> miles down the shore of tbe lake. Therrlosses in killed and wounded 
numbered more than L'OO, while General Wbeaton'a casualties in the 
entire six days engaged (between Marcli 10 iind 17) did not aggregate 
30. The gnnboat Lafftum iJn lini/. Captain Grant, of tbe Utah Artillery, 
eonnnanding, assisted greatly in these afl'airs, opened tbe river to the 
lake wbicli slie entered, dis])ersed the insurgents' shipping, which con- 
misted of launches, caseoes, and inuumeiable small boats, considerable 
ofwhieli were captured. Garrisons were established ;it the towns of 
I'asig, I'aterosand Taguig. with one gunboat in the lake and one in the 
river, when the remainder of the brigade was returned to tbe i-ify and 
incoiporated in other organizations. The line of the I'asig was thus 
estabHslie<l and the insurgent communication between tlieir forces to 
the north and on the scntli was jjermanently interru|iteil. 

In the meantime my native fsennta were obtaining infurmation at the 
north. MaIo]<)8 had become a war dejwt: also Cahimpit and Haliuag. 
It was rejiorted that the former city containetl a very large quantity of 
rifle annnurtition: that the intervening country beyond (.'aloocan and 
along the line of the railroa^l wns virtually covered with defensive 
works, intrench men ts having been constructed every few hundred 
yards. Lieutenant- General l.uua boasted of having available <m tbe 
short line fronting General MacArthnr's left l»>,tKHI men, but my scouts 
numbered those between ('aloocan and Malolos at from six to eight 
thousand and verified their estimates by personal obser^utiou. This 
concentrated insurgent force was then our true objective, and it was 
believed that it would stand and receive our attacks. Our troops were 
impatient to be let loose and were in excellent health and spirits. 

The I'ourth and Seventeenth Infantiy, with a^jor-Geueral Lawton 
and statt", arrived from New York City between tbe lOtli and ai'd of 
March. Xcw military combinations were maile on March 17, <ieneral 
Lawton relieving Major- General Anderson, who had been advauce^l to 
the position of brigadier genenil in tbe regular establishment and 
directed to proceed tt> llie United States. Both this division and the 
second, that of General MacArthnr, were given three brigades, those 
in the first commanded by ISrigadier-Generals Ovensbine, Jving, and 
Wheaton, and those in the second by Hrigadier-Geuerals Hale. Otis, 
and Hall. To secure suttlcient force for the nortlieni advance it was 
necessary to take all available organizations from Itoth divisions, but 
Manila and the waterworks must remain covered. A separsite column 
for General MacsArtbur was made up from bis own immediate command, 
comjiosed mostly of the volunteers, and consisting of the brigades of 
IJrigadier-tJenerals Otia and Hale, the Colorado regiment being left to 
guard tbe deposito and pumping station. Itiigadier-Geiieral Wheaton 
was directed to bike command of the left of tiiis line from La Loma to 
Caloocau, and the Kansans, Montanas, Pennsylvanians, and a battalion 
of the Third Artillery and nearly all the Utah Light Artillery were 
relieved therefrom by the Oregon Volunteers, the Third and Twenty- 
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secoud litfaQtry, a battalion of the Tweutytlurd liif'autry of the provost 
gaard 8ub8ei|ueutly reportiug, and two or three days thereafter the Mio- 
nesota Vohiuteers, which had been relieved from the provost guard by the 
Twentieth Infautry. Brigiulier-General Hall was assigned to the right 
of this line, having the Colorado Jind Wyoming troops, the Fourth and 
Seventeenth Infantry.andaplatooiiofthe Utah Light Artillery, lie was 
direeted to make a demonstration to the north when (ieneral MaeArthur 
should take up bis advance, for which everything was in leiuliness on 
March ii4. That night the troops intended to take part in this particu- 
lar tuovenieut were withdrawn from the tieiiehes and assembled belilnd 
La Litma and the Deposito and very wirly the next moruiiig proeeeded 
on their march. General MacArthnr's Instiuetions were to move in 
two columns in ei-helon from the right, the right brigade (Male's) pi-e- 
eediiig tlis left (Otis's) by a considerable distance, so that the latter 
would cover the left and rear of the lorniei' and neutralize any attack 
troiH the insurgents in thatdiri'ction, who were very strotiff fnnii Caloo- 
can to iialiiitauagon the Novalicbea riiad. Wheaton, whose loft rested 
at La Loiim, anil who was expected to Kwing to the left on (Jalooeau at 
the proper time, was diiected imt to move until specially dire(;teii, 
unless MacArtliui^'s lett column should become seriously engaged aud 
need assistance. The advancing ctdumns were to move on Xovaliches — 
Hale's brigatle to that point by >San Krancis(» del .Moute and liagbag, 
and Otis's keeping to the left and retired was exi)e<;ted to strike the 
NovjtJii-licH road near and to t!u' rigiit of Haliiitanag. (Jrossing the 
Tulihaii Jliver. fordable at Xovalidivs, ihcy wece to turn lo the west- 
waiil and tJieiice proceedins by the ro^id which strikes the railway 
south of I'olo were Ut place themselves mi the left flank of th.- enemy 
while (ieneml Wheatmi made a frontal attack. This matarcd plan 
failed in piirt, owing to the natural I'bstades whicli weic constantly 
met on the line of mnrcli. Hale's biigade moving by 8an I'liiiiciwco 
del Monte encountered serious difliculties there and beyond, and was 
obliged to drive olf detiicJiments of the enemy, by wliich it was una- 
voidably detained, and the left brigade gained tiie advance. It was 
attacked liy the insurgents, when VVlieaton commenced his swinging 
movement to the left and diverted their attention. The brigade struck 
the Tulihnu ICivcr some distance below Novalichcs, crossed its artillery 
and transtwrtatiou only by a great deal of labor, because of the high 
banks and the dense growth of brush, while the right bngade i»n- 
tinued on to Kovaliches and took the designated western route. This 
march was exhausting in the extreme, and tiie entire day was con- 
sumed yiheu the riglit hank of the river was attained, l/aily I he next 
morning both brigades marched towai-<l the railway, luit could not 
develop a line north wartl in theimmediate vicinity of i'oh), as intended, 
on account of the swamps, thick masses of brush, and tropical under- 
growth through which the artillery and transportation could not be 
pasRcd, not even the men. 

While these brigades were executing titis moveuient tliat of ( Icneral 
Wfaeaton had engaged the enemy with great spirit. Some time before 
evening it had driven him from all of his iutrencliments back ami across 
the Tulihan liiver, which it was about to cross in imrsuit when its 
advance was airested to await developments on the enemy's left flank 
by the troops expected from Novalicdies. The next morning, sis soon as 
the bead of that column had about gained the railway Une, it was per- 
mitted to renew the attack, and, (juickly pitssing the river at two points 
aud aided by the flunking troops, cojnjiletely nmted the enemy and 
drove him northward and beyond Polo, wliere he made a determined 
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stand the following day, from which he was drive» by General Mac- 
Arthur's united troops with conaiderable loss. From that date to end 
of the month Mat! Arthur pressed northward the enemy, who stubbornly 
contested every village and locality having defensive a<Ivautages and 
burned every town from which it was obliged to retreat. Our troops 
entered Malolos, the insurgent capital, March 31. That alleged gov- 
ernment had removed all its records and property, and its army set flre 
to the city when it retreated on Galumpit and (juingua before our 
advance. The troops needed rest, and it was necessary to repair the 
railway over which the advance liad been made in order to forward the 
necessary supplies. The line of communication, too, was long, con- 
sidering the position of the enemy ou our dank and the few troops 
which could be spared to protect it, and it was believed that a water 
base could be established at Malolos which would make available for 
the Held an additional 1,500 men. Onr casualties from the commence- 
ment of hostilities to April 1 were 12 officers and I'M enlisted men 
killed and 48 officers and .S33 enlisted men wounded. The sick among 
these troops which had advanced to the north increased to 15 per cent, 
due mostly to their exhaustive labors and to heat prostrations. 

Ktforts to secure a water line of eommuuication by Manila Bay and 
the Malolos estuary were made immediately and continued for more 
than two weeks. The proper mouth of the estuary was found with 
considerable difficulty. A bar had formed in front of it, making the 
entrance very tortuous, l^p this two of our gunboats worked their 
way, but encountered well driven piles and other obstructions which 
the insurgents had placed there and around which mud aud sand had 
collected, making the water too shoal for navigation. Near the mouth 
of the stream a dredge was used and the gunboats removed a good 
many of the pile obstructions, but satisfactory results could not be 
obtained and the work was abandoned. A consiilerable detail of 
soldiers was made to put in sufBcient repair for immediate use the 
railway from Manila to Malolos, and Chinese labor was hired. The 
track had been considerably damaged by the insurgents and a number 
of bridges partially destroyed, but Major Devol, of the Quartermaster's 
De]>artnieut, overcame all difficulties, and, with the engines captured 
at Caloocan, gave Malolos daily railway traiii servica 

While these preliminaries to a farther northern advance were being 
made General Ijawton, commanding the First Division of the corps, 
was directed to procee<l to the city of Santa Cruz, ou the south shore 
of the Laguna de Bay, and secure a number of launches and a Spanish 
gunboat, which were reported to be concealed in a narrow stream pass- 
ing along the eastern limit of that city. Returning, he was directed 
to seize Galaniba, an important strategic point on account of its being 
at the intersection of important roads and telegraphic lines. For this 
purpose he was obliged to draw trooi>s from the lii)es about Manila and 
along the Pasig Itiver. lie collected and concentrated parts of organ- 
iz-ations, numbering all told 1,509 men, consistingof 3 dismounted troops 
of the Fourth Cavalry, 3 mountain guns, 8 companies of the Fourteenth 
Infantry, 4 companies of the Idaho aud 4 of the North Dakota Volun- 
teers, and an organization of 200 sliarpshooters, largely drawn from 
the Washington regiment. With these troops, in several oascoes towed 
by three of our gunboats, lie ]iroceeded across the lake on April 9, 
captured on the following day Santa Cruz, which he found intrenched 
and strongly defended, drove the enemy several miles into the interior, 
and proceeded to secure the vessels for which he had been sent. The 
water of the lake had become very low and the boats could not be 
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passed over the bar at the river's moiitlt, Eeporting tliis fact and the 
farther fact that he could uot make a landing at Oalaiuba on account 
of shoal water, a dredge was sent hiui from Manila, aud also instruc- 
tious to return immediately to the city with his ibrce as soon as he 
could secure possession of the vessels in the river, as Iiis services were 
required here, and that the taking of Oalamba was not imperative at 
this time. He returned ou April 17, hringiiig six steam lauuclies and 
two cascoes which the enemy had concealed near Santa Crnz. The 
Spanish gnnboat was not found, aud was subsequently captured at 
Calamba with machinery in good condition, but without her guus, which 
the insurgents liatl taken for land service. 

The insurgents at the north were becoming very bold again. They 
had worked uronnd in the swampy country to the westward and rear 
of Malolos, and down along the roads, paths, and villages to the east- 
wai'd, from which they were making occasional nightly incursions on 
the railroad for the purpose of destroying it. We could not remaiu 
quiet, as we did not Inkve sufficient troops to maintain the long lines we 
were holding if we permitted the enemy to concentrate aud take the 
initiiitive. The total strength of the Kighth Corps present in the 
Philippines at this lime was iJfi" officers and 25,o;i(i enlisted men, of 
whom 5,IHM> were serving at Cavite and the Visayan islands. Of these 
836 were of the I'higineer, Signal, and Hospital Corps; 2,73!) were sitk 
and in confineuient as prisoners, and some 1,51)1) were ou s|)ecial duty 
in the various stall' departments or assisting in civil administration. 
Theavailable fighting force in Luzon, Cavite excepted, numbered, there- 
fore, about 10,500 men. 

General Mac Arthur could not advance beyond Malolos with the troops 
at Ills disposal while the enemy so seriously threatened his flanks and Hue 
of communication. To assist him, the formation of an independent col- 
umn, to consist of nearly 4,000 men, to be taken from the Manila lines and 
therailway guards, and to move to the north, on the Hank of the enemy, 
was determined upon. The formation and movement of this column 
was intrusted to General Lawtou, who entered upon this special nerv- 
' ice as soou as he returned from Santa Cruz. Me concentrated near 
Caloocan the Twenty-second Infantry, which had been relieved from 
duty on the railroad a short time previous; S companies of the Third 
Infantry; the First North Dakota Volunteers; 4 troops of the Fourth 
Cavalry (one mounted); Hawthorne's battery of light guns, ijortion of 
Light Battery D, Sixth Artillery; aud a detachment of the Signal 
Corps, He was furnished with such transportation of the country as 
could be secured, and was instructed to move these troops along the 
base of the mountains by Novaliches, San Jose, and Nozagaray, where 
the balance of his column, consisting of 8 companies of the Minnesota 
and 7 of the Oregon Volunteers, to be takeu from tlic railway and to 
march from Bocaue by way of Santa Maria, would join him. The last- 
uamed troops were to eswrt ten days' supplies for liis command by 
quartermaster's transportation, which had just been received from the 
United States and was then being put in readiness for the roiul. These 
movements commenced, and the railroad south of Bigaa being thereby 
rendered secure, it was intended that General MacArthur should move 
ou Calnmpit, leaving sufficient force between Bigaa and Malolos to 
guard his line. General Lawton, after concentration at Ko^agaray, was 
directed to move on Baliuag, from which point, the swamps being dry, 
he could act on an enemy oppoainf? MacArthur's advance. General 
Lawton started from near Caloocan on April 22; encountered some 
opposition from the enemy at Novaliches and en route from San Jose, 
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which (lid uot impede his march; but soon after leaviiig Novaliches his 
road, a we]l-defliied and promineut one on all Spanish maps, became a 
trail, and snUseqiiently a trail crossing or passing through rice patches, ■ 
swampy country, and unbridged streams, over which his advance was 
conducted with the greatest difliculty. His troops proved equal to the 
occasion, and after lie had lost many of his carrabaos, or water buffalo, 
from heat exhaustion, they cheerfully hauled the transportation, work- 
ing one day the entire time for S miles progress. He in person reached 
NoKagaray on April 2~> and met there tlie Hocaue column, which had 
arrived that morning, and there awaited the iiocaue transportation 
and supplies, which had been detained, and the rear of the Novaliches 
column. 

General MacArthur took up his advance on the 24tli. The Bagbag 
and Oalunipit rivers, over which the railroad bridges had been partially 
destroyed, were in his front, and there were no means of crossing tliem. 
The country was low, swampy, and considerable of it covered with 
brnsii, rendering it very ditlicult for military operations, and the insnr- 
gents had constructe/1 strong in trench inents along the rivers and 
thought themselves secure. General Hale with his brigade was sent 
to the eastward, up the Kagbag Eiver, and crossed in tiie face of fierce 
opposition at the (Juingna ford, about 4 miles from Malolos; thence 
swinging down the right bank of that river he took the enemy's 
intrenchments in reverse, inflicting heavy losses. Wheaton, who now 
commanded a brigade of the division, as soon as Hale's descent had 
somewhat cleared his front, succeeded in crossing bis troops over the 
railway bridge, attor slight repair, and that portion of Caliimpit south 
of the river of that name was lost to the enemy the following day. 
Lieiitenant-General Luna commanded in person the insurgent troops 
north of the river and bad collected a consi<lerab)e force, estimated at 
4,00(1 men, to oppose the crossing, while 3,(K)0 were held at Kaliuag, to 
the east. To his right as far as llaganoy strong detachments were 
maintained, and also to his left connecting with Baliuag. In the face 
of this opi)osition MacArthur's men effected the crossing oti April 28, 
under the accurate concentrated lire of the gnus of the Utah Light 
Artillery, commaiuled by Major Young. This lire drove back the 
enemy fmm the river bank and the Kansas men. swimming the rapid 
river, were omvbled to secure boat transportation on the northern shore. 
Crossing with this and on the railroad bridge (of which, though a span 
had been drojiiwd, the outer rails remained) a foothold was secured 
and the enemy was soon after driven northward ii]) the railroad track 
for a distance of 2 miles. 

General Lawton. having concentrated his force at Nozagaray and 
Angat, drove the enemy to the north and westward in a number of 
spirited engagements and wjis directed to x>roceed to Baliuag. A shori; 
time thereafter 1 was informed that 2,01MI armetl insurgents were about 
to march north from San Mateo, a place 8 miles novtiieast of Manila, 
undertheeommand of General Pilar; tliat it would pass on a mountain 
road with the intention of gaining the tinnk of Lawtoii,wlio was directed 
to keep his scouts well out to the eastward from Nozagaray, which he 
did without discovering the expected hostile column which, to the 
number of 1,000, had passed farther to the right and entered the coun- 
try to the northeast of Balinag. The latter place, with large stores of 
rice and sugar, was captured in a spirited attack after slight opposition, 
the enemy retreating northward, while General Lawton, maintaining 
great activity to his right and front, felt along the east bank of the 
Kio Grande in the vicinity of San Luis to ascertain if the enemy was 
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present. He was detained at Baliuag to await the delivery of rations 
for his command by way of Malolos and to enable tieneral MacArthur 
to secure an advanced point in a more open country and discover the 
whereabouts of the retreating enemy. On May 5 he was instructed 

as follows: 

Genebal Lawton, Baliiiao : 

Can uot deterraine deiiDite morement until MacArtliurgets in position and is pro- 
pared for further action. His advance is at Sun FeniaDdo. In tbi^ meantime hold 
present poHitiiiDS, observing any Tiiovi^mentB of iueursi-nts to tho north und east of 
you. MacArthiir is confident iusurgents retired up railroad instead of passing 
north east w aid . 

On the same day the following telegram was sent to General 
MacArthnr : 

You will arrest your advance at San Femundo. It ia impossible to aaciirtain route 
taken by inaurgeuts, who were not expected to m:vke a atand at San Foinando. It 
is believed they will take the road to Aiayut, in the direction of Snu lafdro. They 
have strong intrenchnicnta at firet-uanied plaice. Report fully couditiona and cas- 
nalties as soon as practicable. Wo congratnlnte your troopa. 

Gunboats will soon atart to seek entiancu of Rio Grande, but we can not obtain 
any eucourajfiiig iDfonuiition. The river from Caliiinpit north is navigable; the 
mouth very difticiilt of acceas, 

Lawton holds Maasin, Baliuag, and (Juingna. Had quite a sharp engagement 
capturing first-named place. Instuvgeiits attii eked Oven shine's line last evening; 
quickly repulsed. Tliey have appeared on the lake withcasooes and are wry active. 

On May 6 the following telogranis were sent, which show the 
situation as then understood : 

Major KoBBE, Third Artillery. MaMos: 

Yon will take command of all the troops on the railway between Caltuapit and 
Marilao and so dia|)08e them as to furnish the best protection to this line of cora- 
mtmication. It is reported that a large force from the province of Morons is now 
moving to attack General Lawton's right by way of Nozagaray and Augat. It is 
possible that a portion of thia force may appear at Santa Maria and attempt the 
destruction of the railroad in that vicinity. With General Lawton'a force at 
Baliuag, adetachmentatQuingua, and another at BagbagBrldge.it would appear 
that only that portion of the line between Gniguinto and Marilao could be in dan- 
ger, Bocaue and Bigaa should bo made strong, having detachments well out 
toward Santa Maria. Acknowledge receipt. 



Manila, May U. 
General Lawtok, Baliuag: 

Please report localities at which rice and sugar found and destroyed by your 
scouts were captured and what section of country your scouts are observing 

MacArthnr'a success at Santo Tomas and San Fernando gi'eater than at first 
reported. Enemy's loss was very severe, they leaving some 5(1 or (iO dead on the 
field and probably a couple of hundred rifles. « * * Enemy evidently thinks 
you are supplied by Angat. The insurgent force at San Mateo was ready to move 
last night. It is fairly well armed, has fair amount ammunition and plenty of 
rice. Subsistence and ammunition transported by extra men. Watch well 
by scooting parties country to the east of you. The reported line of enemy's 
march is Norzagaray, Angat, San Rafael and Bnatos. Also rumored that a force 
may strike at Santa Maria. General Hall will send out detachments to watch 
road by Novaliches. Acknowledfje receipt. 

From all the information I was able to obtain, and from the fact 
that the inhabitants of the Tarlae province and to the north of the 
same were not strongly in syniimthy with tlie rebellion, I was con- 
vinced that Luna's immediate army, which had confronted MacArthiii's 
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troops, would retire by Arayat, a strong natural position and strongly 
intrenched, into the Tagalo province of Nueva Ecija covering San 
Isidro, where abundant supplies could be obtained. As soon as Mac- 
Arthur, by scouting U> his front, had definitely ascertained and 
reported that this army had retreated on the line of railroad the situ- 
ation was understood. There was one objective army on the line of 
railroad and another covering the country in front of Baliuag and to 
the east of the Rio Grande River, General Lawton was detained at 
Baliuag scouting to his north and east for seveml successive days, 
taking, in the meantime, Maasin, which he occupied with his advance, 
and capturing at various places a considerable quaHtity of the enemy's 
fopd supplies, which had been stored in improvised granaries. General 
MacArthur was directed to talte IJacolor and Guagua to his left and 
rear, and thus establish a water base at Guagua, as the railroad was 
not in operation beyond Ragbag, south of Calumpit, and could not be 
placed in condition for use as far as San Fernando in less time than 
ten days, at least, and the bridges not for two or three weeks. For- 
tunately an engine and a few cars had been captured near San Fer- 
nando and could do service north of Calumpit aft«ra slight repairof 
the railway track. 

On May 7 Captain Grant, of the X'tah Artillery, with two gun- 
boats, was instructed to proceed from Manila to Guagua with sup- 
plies for MaeArlhur's troops, with whom lie was directed to commu- 
nicate at that point. He found the entrance of the Guagua River 
withont difficulty, proceeded upstream until Sexmoan was reached, 
when lie was flred upon by some 500 of the enemy strongly intrenched 
on a projecting point of the river bank, lie passetl the point without 
responding, swung into the bank immediately after passin^^ it and 
opened a deadly Are, striking the insurgents in flank behind their 
breastworks, and quickly scatteivd those who wei-e able to i-etire. 
He met no further opposition until Guagna was reached. Then he 
boldly ran along the city's wharves and cleared the place of the few 
armed insurgents present, who set fire to several buildings and 
retreated. Landing his men, he pursued the enemy a short distance, 
then assisted the citizens to extinguish the fii-es, and retired to his 
boats. The San Fernando ti-oops not appearing, he returned to 
Manila on the following day. Before Captain Grant was directed to 
pi-oceed to Guagua General MacAilhur had signified his ability to 
communicat-e with him there, but subsequently, and after Grant was 
beyond I'ecall, he i-eported that his situation was such with regard to 
the enemy that be did not consider the movement on Bacolor and 
Guagua prudent. At the first-named place there was quite a foree of 
the enemy inti-enched, and he did not think that his foree atthat time 
was sufficient to drive it off and hold the Gnagua line while main- 
taining also his line of communication by rail. As soon as Captain 
Grant reported at Manila he was directed to find the moutlt of the 
Rio Grande and pass up that stream to Calumpit, which place he suc- 
cessfully reached without marked incident on May 10. He was then 
directed to proceed up the river and clear the banks of insurgents as 
far as Candaba, which he accomplished, having a sharp engagement 
at San Luis. These lioats could navigate this river as far up as 
Arayat, a point some 12 miles northeast of San Fernando, and 
could keep that line open without much difficulty. It was deter- 
mined, therefore, to move MacArthur's troops on Luna's fiank, as a 
further immediate advance up the railroad was impracticable because 
of the impossibility of then taking supplies by that route; and after 
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we had secured the Rio Grande, on Stay 11, 1 telesraplied j\[aeArthur 
as follows: 

No intention to make San Fernando base for future operations. You say sup- 
ply by water at that point impracticable and reconstruction of railway necessary. 
Several days yet required to reach Calumpit with railway, and probably several 
more necessary to reach San Fernando. Calumpit will!* the base and troops sup- 
plied, for a time at least, ^ cascoes to be sent there at once. Tliere are 6 feet 
of water in Rio Grande to Candaba, and it is pra<ticable for light-draft boats to 
reach San Isidro, Yonrlirst objective is Caniiba. where gunboats can meet you; 
thence probably by river road'north. One-half lijcbt battery and your conva- 
lesi^ents. of which 100 Sontb Dakota men shoald go up to-day, will t>e sent yon, 
and jiTobably S battSliona Seventeenth Infantry. This will cari'y your enli>!ted 
force to about 4,000 and should be ample to drive any force enemy can place in 
your front. General Lawton has a more difficnlt problem. The enemy has a 
large force at San Ddefonso and San Miguel, and it is now reported that Generals 
Pilar and Geronimo have reached latter point. Should Lawton be pressed hard 
it may be necessary for you to give assistance by way ot Candaba, otherwise he 
will join you on river near San Isidro. It is believed that gunboats, cascoes, and 
launches can supply you on river, and it will not be necessary for your train to 
carry very much supply. One battalion Seventeenth Infantry will probably be 
sent you tomorrow afternoon. You will necessarily need sufficient supplies on 
starting to take yon to Uandaba. There is great necessity for celerity of move- 
ment, and it Is desired that it be inaugurated as soon as practicable. 

To this dispatch the General replied that he would act on the 
instructions contained therein iit once, but considered the directed 
movement a very delicate one and that conditions should l>e cai-ef ully 
weighed before it was attempted; that his position at San Fernando 
was satisfactorj-, and that he thought the tnwps should remain to 
reeupeiate until the railway could lie repaired to that point; that lie 
had about 3,8(10 men, 2,i5(>0 of whom were continually on the fiRiiting 
line, and that he desired to exchange i-egiments which were with him 
for some in i-ear, which were comparatively fresh : tluit I.una was in 
his immediate front with 2,n00 men and had l,0u(j at Mexico, <m the 
Candaba road, and that thei-e were possibly 10,(100, between him and 
the Haliuag country, MacArlhur's troops were at this time pi'etty 
well worn out, and a great many of them were on sick report. They 
had been lighting almost c<)ntinually for three months in a tropical 
climate and over a swampy country through which wagon transport-a- 
tion could not be moved. There were no fresh troops to send to tSaii 
Fernando. The withdrawal of the Spanish forires in Mindanao and 
ihe Sulu Archipelago, where ti-oops must be placed, the newssity of 
sending others to Cebu and to increawe those in Negros — all of which 
was imperatively demanded at this time— rendered conditions some- 
what critical. I had also l»een directed to return the volunteer organi- 
zations to the United States without delay, and in response I cabled, 
on May 11, to Washington as follows: 

Volunteer orEanizations first to return now at Negros and 45 miles from Manila 
at front. Expected that transports now arriving will take I'eturning volunteers. 
Volunteers nndereland they will begin to leave for United States ITitter part 
of month. Know importance of their presence here at this time, and accept sac- 
rifices which United States interests make imperative. Haticiick now entering 
harbor. Transports returning this week carry sick and wounded men. Pennsyl- 
vanin and St. Paid not needed longer in southern waters where they have been 
retained, hence dispatched. Transports Nehton and Cleveland brought freight; 
return without cargo. 

This I did after consulting with some of the most prominent volun- 
teer officers, pointing'out to them the delicate situation we were in, 
and they responded that the volunteers would willingly remain until 
it was cleared up or until more of the regular regiments then en route 
could arrive. We must now eithei' advance at the north or retreat to 
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Calumpit, holding the railroad in our rear and await reenforcenients 
witli which to replace all voluiiteei-s, having in the meantime a large 
insurgent foree in our immediate fi-ont and a continually increas- 
ing one south of Manila, which had become annoying and wliieli now 
iiiimhei'ed 5,000 men. It w(ls therefoi'e determined to direct Mac- 
Arthur tt» hold on to San Fernando with what force he had, operating 
against and holding Luna as best he could; to send a detached col- 
umn up the Rio Grande, and to permit Tjiwton to advance. The 
Ninth and Seventeenth Infantry had reported by April 23, and the 
Twenty-first arrived on May 11. This gave us opportunity to forward 
more of the Manila troops. Major Kobbe, Third Artillery, then at 
Malolos, was directed to Calumpit, to which point 1 battfilion of the 
Ninth Infautrj', 3 of the Seventeenth, and Light Battery E, First 
Artillery were sent. lie was ordered to proceed up the ui ver with 
this force to Oandaba, attended by tJie gunboats which were to haul 
eascoes loaded with 20,000 e.\tra rations. 'I'his command left Calum- 
l)it May 10 and reached Candaba the following day, having enooun- 
tei'ed little opposition. 

On May I'J General I^wton reported f I'om iialinag that a commission 
sent by General Aguinaldo had presented itself and desired to be sent 
to Manila to confer with the United States Peace Commission. He 
was instructed as follows: 

Hdqks. Dept. Pacific and Eighth Army Corps, 

Maiiifa. P. I.. May 13, Ism. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Lawtos. U. S. V., 

Coiiimaniling United SMcn Furcex. Baliiittg, Luzon. 
General; The cominan<ling jjeneral of the United StateB forces In tlie Philip- 
pines directs me to inform yon that j-on will reply to the communication addres.=ed 
to yon by Gen. Gregorio del Pilar, of the Philippine forces at your front, which 
communioation was delivered to me by Captain Sewell, of your staff, and is here- 
with returned, that should General Atcninaldo desire to send representative men 
to confer with the United States commission now in session in this city, you are 
at liberty and will pass such body through yonr lines, promising them safe con- 
duct to and from Manila and ample protecfion dnring their .stay here. Railway 
transportation between Malolos and Manila is freely accorded. 

Very respectfully, 

Thojias H. Barry, 
AKsistiiiit A>lj>it(i Ill-General. 

This commission wjis received liy me upon arrival and made known 
its mission, which was to take preliminary action towaixl the negotia- 
tion of t^>rms of peace. It was quickly informed tJiat cessation of hos- 
tilities depended entii-i'ly upon surrender of arms and the disbandnieut 
of their military organizations. E.xi>re8sing then the desire to confer 
with the iH'ace "com mission, it was aifoi-ded the opportunity. For lack 
of time I was not present at any of these conferences, which extended 
through two days. The commission was then sent north through our 
lines, havingaceomplishednothinginsofaras my knowledge extended. 

On May 14 General Lawton was given penuissiou to advance on San 
Miguel as his objective. Leaving a battalion of troops at Baliuag he 
marchetl rapidly on Ildefonso, where he routed a strong force of the 
enemy by a dexterous flank movement to his riglit, and proceeding on 
San Miguel, where the enemy was sti'ongly intrenched, accomplished 
the same result by similar tactics. On the evening of May 15 he was 
instructed as follows: 
General Lawton, San Miguel: 

Your next objective is San Isidro. nnless your progress so mach impeded by 
enemy that yonr subsistence likely to give out, in which event you should seek road 
to Rio Grande and try to communicate with Eobbe's column and gunboats, where 
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?0Q will find rations, Kobbe's coiumn will be pushed up a,a rapidly aa possible, 
at can not t«ll how far gnnboats can ascend river. Believe they can ascend to 
Arayat. where enemy have heavy intreiichments. Watch well your right. It is 
reported that a largenumberof insurgents are at Bia«nahato. Report not verified. 
No change in MacArthur's front. Still confronted by about 5,000 men. 

Maichiiig out of San Miguel the next moniinj;, where he left a con- 
taining force, he struck tlie insurgents, wlioin he drove to the right 
and left, and bewildering them by Iiis rapidity of movement, wluch 
rendet-ed them unaltle to concentrate, he seized San Isidro, the third 
insurgent capital, on May 17, General Agninaldo and cabinet, with 
troops, having retired to* Cabanatuan, 14 miles to the north, on road 
leading into the mountains of northern Luzon. Lat« in the evening 
of that day General JMacArthur i-eported as follows: 

My information is not absolutely certain, but everything indicates that insur- 
gent from my front and right retired along the railroad. A reconaoitering party 
reached the lif-kilometer post, and at that point discovered stragglers apparently 
in rear of a colnmn moving in their front. We went out the road through Mexico 
to Santa Ana and found both points vacated, and was informed by natives that 
insurgent soldiers had gone to Angeles. Up to late hour this afternoon the line 
between here and Bacolor was stUl occupied by insurgents. To-morrow I hope to 
get definite information. 

The following day it was ascertained that Luna had retreated on 
Tarlac with about 3,000 men, leaving a considerable force under Gen- 
eral Mascai-do on General MacArtliiir'e left, with headquarters at 
Santa Rita or in that vicinity. It was believed that a considerable 
Insui^ent force would be found at the strong defensive position of 
Arayat, and to that point both General Lawton and Major Kobbe 
were sent, General Lawton being instructed at midnight May 17 as 
follows : 
General Lawton, San Itidro: 

Your next objective, Arayat down Rio Grande, after troops have rested and peace 
restored at San Isidro. Arayat reported to he strongly iiitrenclied. Kobbe and 
gnnboats started up river this morning at 6. This early annoimcement, fearing 
telegraphic cominnnication may be lost. 

On the following morning the following iufonualion was sent him: 
General Lawton, San laiflro: 

General MacArthur reports that from information almost positive he believes 
that 1,000 of Luna's men have retired to Florida Blanca and Porac, which are to 
his left; that Luna with S.ODO armed mfin is at Tarlac, He states that all his infor- 
mation is to the effect that Luna has not sent assistance to the east and is not 
likely to do so, as there is no cooperation between him and the force on the San 
Isidro line. He states that Major Bell is on reconnoissance and now at or near 
Angeles; that he will not probably hear from him until late this evening. Mac- 
Artnur'a information was obtained from inhabitants oE the country and an Eng- 
lishman, Mr. Sims, who left Tarlac last evening and has jnat entered his lines. 

Should this information prove true, all of the force sent by you to San Miguel 
this morning should continue its journey to Baliuag. Troops at San Miguel can 
not be supplied during the season of heavy rains. 

Lawton, deHcending the Rio Grande, and Kobbe, aacemliiig the 
stream, struck the place on the same hour of the <lay; found only a 
small force there, which quickly retreated. It was now determined 
to operate on General Luna's left flank, Lawton, reenforced by Kobl>e, 
to take the road to Tarlac, when it was asojrtaiiied that Geneial Luna 
had removed his headquarters to Bayamhang, only a few miles north 
of Dagupan, and that his troops were retinng north of Tarlac. The 
railway facilities which the insurgents pos8esse<l rendered a rapid 
retreat on their part very easy. 

The rainy season had now come and the volunteer organizations 
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must be hastened homeward, and should a column be sent to Tarlae 
the enemy would retire, leaving us a destroyed or badly damaged rail- 
road without the means to operate it, and we were seriously crippled 
for lack of wagon transportation. Our troops once at Tarlao could 
not l»e supplied, and all were needed at other iwints until we eould 
consummate the difficult feat of exchanging the volunteers for organ- 
izations of the regular establishment. We must keejt what we had 
gained, and could do that by establishing a line to the frant, extend- 
ing from San Fernando on the left to Baliuag on the right, from which 
it would bo easy to resume operations. General f^wton was recalled, 
a sufficient force placed at Candaba, San Luis, Ciilurapit, and Baliuag 
to hold the country in rear, and steps were taken to return and ship 
the volunteei-s as rapidly as cii-cunistances would pemiit. But the 
condition of General MacArthur's troops was not iinpreving. The 
volunteei-s hni again become very restless and desired to depart. On 
June 2 the surgeon of one of these regiments reported that of 87.3 
officers and enlisted men 30 per cent were in the Manila hospitals sick 
and woundcii, 30 i>er cent were sick at San Fernando, "and of the 
remainder there are not 8 men in eacli companj' who have the strength 
to endnre one day's march." In respect to this report the chief sur- 
geon of MacArthur's division remarked that he had made a careful 
examination of the men and that of the whole number iu the regi- 
ment then present only 90 were fit for duty. The division commander 
remarked on May '2-2 and June 5, with regard to these and similar 
reports, as follows: 

Thedutyreqniredof the men of thisbrigade. in common with the other commaniia 
of the division, has been severe and continuous since the 4th of February of the 
carrent year. The snn, field rations, physical exertion, and the aljnomial escite- 
ment arising from almost constant e^Lposure to fire action have operated to bring 
about a general enervation from which the men do not seem to readily recover, 
althongh the present conditions are very favorable. The four regiments now 

[ireaent have an enlisted strength of a.TOl. Of these 1,003 are sick and wounded, 
saving an efl^ective of 2,fiii8, which, after deductinc; necessary details for special 
duty, yields only 3,307 for the firing line, many of whoni conld not march 5 miles 
under the conditiona which obtained from Malolos to this pla<'e. 

The physical condition of men in the organizations which originally commenced 
the campaign in this division and are still at the front has during the past month 
been a matter of great concern. The difficulties are progressive and without any 
apparent ttttctnation are growing worse from day to day. ' 

For four months these men have been continually ander arms night and day, 
exiiosed in a relaxing climate to a scorching sun. aliiiost as deatractive and much 
harder to bear than the enemy's fire, until apparently the severe, unremitting, and 
almost unexampled strain has told upon whole organizations to such an e:ctent that 
they ai'e now completely worn out and broken in health. 

Later the chief surgeon nf thedeparlinent stated, when eomnientiug 
on the einidilions presents-d: 

I can add nothim? to the careful and valuable report made by the chief surgeon 
of the divfaion. The data must be accurate and the conclusion un impeachable. 
These men and the men of the companion regiments have been overworked, are 
broken down, and will not be fit for duty as a regiment within any reasonable 
period. It is difficult to explain, except at a length tfaat would be unacceptable, 
how these physiological factors operate, but the fact remains, and here is a striking 
illustration of it. that commandsdo become worn out precisely as the fifth indorse- 
ment states. 

The weakened hearts and quickened pulses indicate a condition akin to that of 
typhoid fever convalescence, and restoration to physical efficiency will not take 
place in this climate within any reasonable period, and meanwhile such men dis- 
play no vital resistance to acute disease. 

This feature of the " soldier's irritable heart'' was a condition well recognized 
during the severe strain of the civil war, bat with these men there is the additional 
disability of general physical prostration. 
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Tliese cepovts Ifoi'Wiirded to Wasliington on June 21!, with tlie follow- 
ing indorsement; 

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army. I have inquired 
carefully into the condition of health of these organizations, which is now improv- 
ing. The canse of sickness may he attributed, I helieve, to the great strain attend- 
ant anon constant fighting, with lack of needed rest, neglect of person daring this 
perioa, because of which a i>ecnliar disease, deaignated itch, was developed, and 
Indiscriminate conanmption of fruit, which was abundant in the country over 
which troops passed and are stationed, and the use of water not potable. The 
South Dakota regiment was brought to Manila two weeks ago and is rapidly 
improving. The Kansas regiment is en route and the Montana regiment will soon 
follow. I think, like the Oregon regiment, when orders to take passage to the 
United States are issned, that both the Montana and South Dakota troops will 
recover with astonishing rapidity. There are few cases of aeriona illness. San 
Fernando, the present station of these troops, is conaidered somewhat as a health 
resort by the Filipinos, and there seems to be no good i-eason why men should 
not improve as rapidly there as in Manila, except that there is in uie vicinity of 
Sau Fernando a very active enemy, which must be constantly watched, neces- 
aitating a larger percentage of men on outpost duty than at some other points. 

The head quarters and 10 companies of the Third lufanliy, with a 
platoon of artillery and a inoimted troop of the Fourth Cavalry, took 
station at Baliiiag, and Iiead<iuarter8 and 2 battalions of tlie Twenty- 
second Infantry were placed at ('andaba and San Luis, to be assisted, 
in case of attack, by one of the gunboats which was left in the Rio 
Grarule, and which was to be used also in fonvai-ding supplies from 
Calunipit. The rains coming on and heavy storms having l>een pre- 
dicted for that section of country, the troops at Sau Jiiguel, whose 
rations were about exhausted, weie oi-dered to fall back at once on 
Baliuag. They were attacked while en route at Ildefonso and Maasin, 
and wei'e obliged to halt twice and drive off the enemy, whicii they 
did effectively, but the enemy published and celebrated for a long 
time their signal victories at Ildefonso, San Miguel, and San Isidro. 

During these Luzon military operations affairsiuthe central islands 
became more or less critical, demanded earef ui supervision, and occa- 
sionally an accessionof troops. As early as February 3 General Mil- 
ler had reported fi'om Iloilo that the inhabitants of Negi-os and Cebu 
realized that they could not successfully establish an independent 
government and wished the ITnited States to exercise control. After 
the capture of Iloilo the iia\-y vi8ite<l the city of Cebu and took quiet 
iwssession of the place— the commanding officer of the force assuming 
direction of the business of the captain of the port and collector of 
customs and entering into an arrangement with the more prominent 
citizens to permit them to conduct their own internal affaii-s. This 
was reported to me with the request that troops be sent to that point 
to assist the small navy force there in case of necessity. On receipt 
of this information, and on February 20, the following order was issued 
and executed: 

A battalion of the Twenty-third U. S. Infantry, Maj. G. A. Goodale command- 
ing, will proceed at once by transport Penn«ylrania to the port of Cebu, Island of 
" I, for the purpose of furnishing immediate protection to the inhabitants and 



This did not relieve the officers of the Navy of the administration 
of civil affairs, the management of which it was desirable to turn over 
to the Army, and they continued in control awaiting our action to 
take formal possession. Upon General Miller's report that he had held 
a conference with some of the principal citizens of the island of Negros 
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anil tliiil they liad raised tlie United States flag, wished a few troops 
to protect them from the Tagalos, whom tliey had declined to receive 
in the island, and desired to be sent to Manila to present conditions 
and solicit aid. instinetions were given for a compliance with their 
request, whereupon a committee of four gentlemen arrived here on 
the 21 8t of February. Several conferences followed. 'Hiey had, they 
said, established a crude teniporarj" government, appointing a gov- 
ernor who was one of their number; that if permitted to arm a small 
battalion of natives to be placed under the direction of the United 
States officers and to receive the assistance of a few United States 
troops, they were confident that the quiet of the island could be main- 
tained and tiie Tagalo element successfully restrained. A great deal 
of conversation, consuming portions of several successive days, fol- 
lowed. 'I'hey were eager to be informed of the purposes of the United 
States, and were informed that a military government with general 
snpei-vlsion sf their affairs must be erected and maintained until Con- 
gressional legislation prescribed the nature and measure of control 
which would be imposed; that no assurances could be given them 
except that the civil govej'nment to be finally established would be 
ivpublican in character and would give them as much local represen- 
tation as the intelligence and animus of the people permitted and 
as wjia in harinony with theii' own and the interests of the United 
States. 

The f i-oops asked for were provided, and the committee was advised 
to i-eturn, call their repivseutative people together, and, acting with 
and under the advice of the militju-y governor whom I would send, 
to formulate and submit a plan of government for the administration 
of strictly internal affairs, which upon receipt I would forward for the 
consideration of the United Stales supreme authorities. I selected 
for their governor (Colonel Smith, of the First t'aiifoniia Volunteers, 
now brigadier- general of voluntcoi-s, an excellent soklier and a lawyer 
of exi)crieiu'e. He had sevei'al conferences with them and won their 
confidence and esteem, when they expressed a strong desii-e to have 
him and a few titfops accompany ilieui to Negros, which was favorably 
acted upon. 

To nu^et the situation which was rapidly developing in Panay, 
Negros, and Cebn the following order.s were issued : 

General Orders, > Hdqks. Deft. Pacific and Eighth Army Corps. 

No. B. \ Mdnilo, P. I.. ]doi-ch 1, 1S99. 

1. A militflry district, compnsing the islaiirfa of Panay, Negros, and Cebn and 
such other Visayan Islands as may be hereafter designated, to be known as the 
Visayan' miiitary district, is hereby established and placed under the supervision 
of Brig. Gen. Marcus P. Miller. U. S. A., commanding First Separate Brigade, 
Eighth Army Corps, with headquarters at Jloilo. The teoops already sent to Cebu 
and thoae atfont to embark for Negros will furnish all possible protection to those 
islands. luaiDtainiiig peace and order while administering the civil affairs through- 
out the islands on lines prescribed by the military government. 

3. Col. James F. Smith, First Hegiment California Volunteer Infantry, is hereby 
detached from his regiment, and will proceed by U. S. transport St. Fuul with the 
troops mentioned in paragraph 3 of this order to Bacolod. Negros. via Iloilo, report- 
ing upon his arrival at the laat-nanied point to Brig. Gen. M. P. Miller, U. S. A., 
commanding the Visayan military district, the specific instructions which he has 
received from these headquarters, and there to receive such additional instructions 
sa General Miller may wish to give in furtherance of their execution. 

3. Colonel Smith is assigned to the command of the subdistrict of the island of 
Negros. and will establish hia headquarters at the capital of that island, furnish- 
ing protection to the inhabitants thereof, whom he will assist to develop civil 
administration over the affairs of that island in accordance with the specific 
instiictions already received from these headqnarters. 
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4. Col, James F. Smith, First California Volunteer Infantry, commanding sub- 
dlatrict of the island of Negroa, will ujion his aiTival there, aa directed in para- 
graph 3 of this order, proceed to organize from the natives of the island a civil 
police of 200 men. placing the organization under military discipline and retain- 
ing entire supervision of it. The men will be employed by the Qnartermaeter's 
Department and will be reported monthly on the quartermaster's form of persona 
and articles hired, on which will be stated their nativity and age, in addition to 
periods of aervice. Their compensation will be fined by the scale of wagea pre- 
vailing on the island, and the funds to pay for the services will be furnished 
from these headquarters. Ea«h employee will receive a fixed ration, in addition 
to his money compensation, which will correspond to the native ration issued in 
this city. The Ordnance Department will tarn over the necessary ordnance to 
arm and equip these men. 

5. The Third Battalion of the First California Volunteer Infantry will embark 
at once on the U. S. transport St. Paul, prepared to proceed to Bacolod, iidand of 
Negros. It will be provided with rations for thirty days and 1SO,000 rounds of 
rifle ammunition. The commanding oflficer of this battalion (Maj. H, T. Sime, 
First California Volunteer Infantry) will report to Col. James F. Hmith, of that 
regiment, for more specific instructions. 

By command of Major-General Otis: 



General Smith, with the troops and ooinmissiouers, left Manila on 
March 2, and on arrival at Baeolod, the cax>ital of Negros, he took sta- 
tion and sHccessfnlly oi'ganized a battalion of 200 natives, which has 
been loyal and has performed good service for the United States to the 
present date. Bnt eertain of tlie inliabitants of Ta^alo nativity and 
otheiw who were disaffected, aided by their friends in Panay, bothwitli 
advice and war material, and assisted by tlie i^obber bands of the moun- 
tains, created distui'bances in tlie western, central, and sonthem por- 
tions of the island which culminated in active hostilities. Smitli, with 
his troops, went in purauit of their concentrated forces wiierever they 
chanced to be and suceessfnUj' routed them, but it was impossible to 
cover the country and pievent recoucentration. lie thei'eupon called 
for another battalion of his regiment, which was sent him on Mareh 
22. With this inci'eased command he visited all occupied points of 
the island, and especially held in checli the people of Dumaguete and 
Bais, on the southeast coast, where tlie insurgent element for a time 
appeared to be in the ascendancy. 

This force not proving sufficient to place troops at all necessary 
points, a call was made for the third ttattnlion of the regiment, which 
was forwarded on May 21. In the meantime tlie population of occi- 
dental and oriental Negros cJiose delegal,es to represent their several 
political districts in a convention at Bacolod, wliere, after some two 
months labor under the direction and protection of General Sniitli, a 
constitution was prepared for submission to tlie President of the 
United States. This document, having been received here, was for- 
warded to Washington about July 20 with appropi'iate remark, and 
served as a basis for the following order: 

General Orrerb, ) Office U. S. Military Govern-or in the 

[ PHiLn-PiNE Islands, 

No, 30. ) Maviln, P. /., Jiihi 22, Ism. 

The people of Negroa, through duly accredited representativea, having freely 
acknowledged the sovereignty of the United Statea over that island, and having 
developed and forwarded to Hia Excellency the President of the United Statea, 
for the consideration and deliberation of Congresa, a proposed constitution or 
body of fundamental laws, upon which they seek to have established for tliem- 
selvee a republican form of government, it ia deemed essential, pending final 
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action by the President and the Congress ot the United States thereon, and while 
military supervision of the affairs of the island must be maintained, that a pro- 
visional goTernment to administer its civil matters be ia9titiited,nnder which the 
people may enjoy the largest measure of civil liberty compatible with prevailing 
conditions and which shall conform to their desires asespressed in their proposed 
constitution. 

It is therefore ordered that a government for that island be established as 
speedily as practicable in plan and scope as indicated in the following ennmerated 
provisions— the same to remain in force until modified by constituted authority. 

I. The government of the island of Negros shall consist of a military governor, 
appointed by the United States military governor of tlie Philippines, who shall 
command the United States troops stationed therein., a civil governor and advisory 
council elected by the people. Theznilitary governor shall appoint secretaries of the 
treasury, interior, agriculture, public instruction, an attorney-general, and an 
auditor, who shall act under his immediate instructions. The seat of government 
shall be established at Bacolod. 

II. The military governor shall exercise the supreme executive power. He shall 
see that the laws are executed: shall appoint to office and fill all vacancies in office 
not herein otherwise provided for. and may, with the approval of the military gov- 
ernor of the Philippines, remove any officer from office. He shall perform such 
other f nnctions as the duties of his position may require. 

III. The civil governor: There shall he elected by the people a civil governor, 
who shall advise the military governor on all public civil questions, and who shall 
preside over the advisory council. He shall countersign all grants and commia- 
sions of a civil nature which are executed by the military governor; attend every 
session of the advisory council, and in case of a tie vote in said bodj; he shall cast 
the deciding vote: shall receive all bills and resolutions of the advisory council; 
aliall attest the official acts of the military governor in so far as strictly civil mat- 
ters are concerned; shall affix the great seal with his own attestation to all civil 
commissions, pardons, and public instruments to which tlie official signature of 
the military governor is retiuired, and perform such other duties as may be duly 
conferred uiion him. 

IV. The advisory council; An advisory council, to consist of 8 members, shall 
be elect«d by the people, and shall be selected within the following territorial lim- 
its: One from the island of Negros at large: three from Oriental Negros, and four 
from Occidental Negros. The times and places of electing these members, after 
the first election, shall be fixed by the ailvisory council on the approval of the 
military governor. 

Occidental Negros shall have four members of the advisory council, representing 
four districts, constituted and desipiated as follows: 

The cities and pueblos of San Carlos, Calatrava, Escalante, Saeay, Cadiz, Man- 
apla. Victorias, and Saravia shall compose the first district. 

The cities and pueblos of Estaquio Lopez, Guimbalaon. Silay. Talisay, Lacson, 
Granada, Murcia, Bacolod, Sumag, Kansilaran, and Abuanan shall compose the 
second disti'ii^. 

The cities and pueblos of Bago. Maao, Pulupandan, Valladolid, San Enrique- 
La Carlota, Pontevedra, La Castellana. and Magallon shall compose the third 
district. 

The cities and puel>losof Ginigaran, Binalhagan. Snledad. Isahela, Jimamaylan, 
Suay. Kabankalan, llog, Dankalan, Guiljngaii, Kauayan. and Isiu shall compose 
the fourth district. 

Oriental Negros shall have three members of the advisory council, representing 
three districts constituted and designated as follows: 

The cities and pueblos of Dumaguete, Valencia. Bakon. Dautn, Zamboangnlta, 
Siaton. Tolon. and Bayauan shall compose the First district. 

The cities and pueblos of Sibuian. Ayukitan. Amblan, Tanjay. Bais. Manjuyod, 
Aynngon, Zayaran, Jimalalud. and Guijulngiin shall'compose the Second district. 

The cities and pnebloa of Siquijor, Kamoan, Maria, Lasy, and San Juan shall 
comi>03e the Third district. 

V. Elections: The times and places of holding elections for the civil governor 
and for membersof the advisory council shall be fixed by the military governor of 
the island. 

VI. Qualifications of voters; In order to be qualified to vote at any election a 
person shall (I) be amale citizen of the island of Negros; (3) he shall haveatfcained 
the age of 21 years; (3) he shall be able to speak, read, and write understandlngly 
the English. Spanish, or Visayan language, or he must be the owner of real prop- 
erty worth §500 or pay a rental on re;il i>roperty ot the value of SLOW: (4) he must 
have resided in the island not less than one year preceding and in the district io 
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■which, he offers to register as a voter not less than tliree months immediately pre- 
ceding the time when he offers to regiBter: (5) he shall, prior to each regnlar elec- 
tion, during the time prescribed by !»«' for registration, have caused his name to 
be entered on the register of voters for his district; and (6) prior to such regis- 
tration he shall have paid all t!ixe8 due by him to the jfovernment: Proviih-d, That 
no insane person, or deaf-mute who can not read or write, shall bo allowed to 
renter or vote. 

The military governor shall make suitable provisions for the registration of 
voters, for the preparation of ballots, and for the method of casting votes at the 
first election. 

VII. Tlie military governor of the island shall have the right to veto all bills or 
resolntiona adopted by the advisory conncil, and his veto shall be final if not dis- 
approved by the military govei'nor of the Philippines. 

VIII. The advisory coiincil shall discharge all the ordinary duties of a legislature. 

IX. The seiTetiiry of the treasury; It shall be the duty of the seoretaiy of the 
treasury to receive and safely beep all the public funds not confided by law to the 
custody of other officers, to expend money only upon warrants drawn by the auditor 
attached to the vouchers upon which the warrants are drawn, to keep a careful 
account of alt moneys received and exi>ended by law. and once a month to report 
to tiie auditor an itemizeil statement of the warrants paid and the money balances 
on hand in the treasury. He shall perform such other duties as may he prescribed 
by law. 

X. The secretary of the interior: It sbiill be the duty of the secretary of the 
interior to supervise public lands, forests, mines, surveys, public works, provide 
for the taking of the census, and to take appropriate niea.surea for safeguarding 
the public health. He shall perform such other duties as may be duly committed 
to his charge. 

XI. The secretary of agriculture: It shall be the duty of the secretary of agri- 
culture to study the a^ricultttral resources of the island with a view to increasing 
the wealth derived therefrom. He shall give special attention to the means of 
combating diseases or peats which attack animals or crops, to the study and recom- 
mendation of improved methods of cultivation, to the introduction of new products 
suited to the climrtte and soil, and shall perform such other duties as may l>e legally 



XII. The secretary of public instruction shall have charge of the establishment 
and maintenance of free public schools tor primary instruction throughout the 
island, and of such other schools of higher instruction as may be required or suited 
to the needs and advancement of the people. He shall have general supervision 
of all matters relating to publii; instruction. 

XIII. The attorney-general: It shall be the duty of the attorney-general to 
prosecute and defend all causes to which the Island of Negros or any one of its 
officers is a party, and to give legal advice to any officer of the civil departments 
whenever the same shall be required of him in bis official capacity. He shall per- 
form such other duties as may be prescribed by law. 

XIV. The auditor: It shall be the duty of the auditor to report to the military 
governor, whenever so required, an itemized statement of the expenses of the 
government for past periods, and an itemized estimate of all expenses of the gov- 
ernment for the ensuing fiscal year, aci:oinpanie(l by a report of the amount of 
money on hand in the treasury to meet such expenses, and the amount of revenue 
necessary to be raised for government purposes by taxation or otherwise. He 
shall also report such scheme as to him may seem proper to secure economy in the 
public service. He shall draw warrants on the secretary of the treasury for all 
sums of public money retiuired and estimated for by ofticers of the government, 
after having satisfied himself of the legality and correctness of the proposed 
expenditures which the money asked for is to meet. He shall perform such other 
duties as shall be legally iuniosed. 

XV. Municiial governments: Municipal governments shall Iw or{!;anized as soon 
as possible under the supervision of the military and civil governors and the 
advisory council. They shall have the usual jiowers and i)erf orm the usual duties 
of such bodies, subject to the direction of the military governor. 

XVI. Officers of cities, towns, and municipalities in office at the time of the 
promulgation of this order shall continue to act in their official capacity until suc- 
cessors are elect«d, selected, or appointed and iinalifled. 

XVII. The judiciary; The iudicial pdwer shiill be vested in three judges, who 
shall be appointed by the military governor of the island. They shall severallj' 
hold conrt at such times and places as may be determined by the advisory council 
and the military and civil governors, and shall sit in banc, at a time and place to 
be fixed by that authority, in order to hear appeals. Their modes of procedure, 
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terms of office, and compensation shall be fixed by the advisory council, on the 
approval of the military governor. Appeal shall lie from the court in banc to the 
supreme court, at Manila, in all civil cases where the amount involved exceeds 
SiitiO (Mexican), and in all criminal cafies amounting to felony. 

XVIII. Inferior conrts shall be provided for and established under the advice 
and recommendation of the civil governor and advisory conncil. 

XIX. The jurisdiction of these courts shall not extend to nor includecrimea and 
offenses committed by either citizens or x>ersons Bojournin,^> within the Island of 
Negros which are prejudicial to military administration and diBcii)llne. except by 
authority specially conferred by the military governor. Jurisdiction to try and 
award punishment in these classes of cases remains vtstefl in provost conrts, 
courts-mai-tial. or military commissions. 

XX. All cases and actions pending at the time of the promulgation of this order 
are hereby transferred for tnal and detemii nation to the courts of appropriate 
jurisdiction provided for in the preceding paragraphs 

le of and by the anthority of said 

«t 

s districtsi of the island, in which the English lj 

subject will receive the careful consideration of 

XXill. Revenue and taxation: The advisory council, presided over by the civil 
governor, is anthorize<l to devise and adopt a system of taxation uniform in oper- 
ation in ordei' to raise revenue for the snpport of itovernmeut and for all otlier 
nooeBsary pui-poaes. The burden of government mu.st be equally and eii«itably 
distributed among the people 

XXIV. The Tnilitary anthonties will collect and recen e the customs rei enue, if 
anv. will control postal matters and Philippine luterwland trade and commerce. 

Xxv. The militar; governor shall ■subject to the approial of the milit<ir\ gov- 
ernor of the Philippines determine all que'itions n it herein specifjctlh mentioned 
aud which do not come un<ler the jun-diction of the idn»!orv countil 

XXVI. The compensation of cimI oflii,ers shall be as fDilow 

Me'^ican cnrrency. 

Civil governor . lier annum y( 000.00 

Secretary of the treasiirv do 3 000. 00 

Secretary of the mterioi do S 000. 00 

Secretary of agncultuie do 3 000.00 

Secretary of public instruction do 1 000.00 

Attorney general do i 000.00 

Auditor. . do 3 000. 00 

Members of advi-orj council for each di\ while m session per dai 8. 00 

And 50 cents for each kilometer of di^tjntes traveled between plate of residence 
and placeof meeting and return. The period of the regular session ot the advisory 
council shall not exceed one hundred and twenty days during the year, but in case 
of necessity the.civil governor, with the approval of the military governor, shall 
call e-itra sessions for such periods of time as shall be deemed prosier and shall be 
designated in the call. Per diem and mileage at the rate fixed above shall be 
allowed the members of the advisory council for any extra session they may attend. 

XXVII. The military governor of the islimd is empowered to take all necessary 
action to put in execution the foregoing direi'tory provisions. Instructions pre- 
scribing methods and date of election of officers who are to be selected by ballot 
will be issued, and the election will be held at as early a day as practicable. 

By coiiiiiiaiid of Hajor-General Otis: 

Thomas H. Barry. 
An^iis/iiiit .UIJiitfint-Gewiol. 

Til IIlc uow field of polilic!*, upon wliicli lliest' poopk' entered with 
aliniity, thorcwi'ietuajiydisiifp-eenientM— the result of peraoiiai anibi- 
linii.^ jn-obiibly, iis well as of 8Utiigoni.-;iic Iiom.'st opinion, and emn- 
lihiiiils were heard antl opi>osition was rre*[iu'iitly offei-ed ti) the civil 
oHidi'is of (listriels to wlioui they had iuf rusted the pre.-iervatioti of 
law and order. Those c.veretsinf; the civil i»owor, aequainted only 
with Spanish methods, soujjlit to organize a military police force 
wliicli was made i-espoiisible only to its founder and whicli executed 
liis orders in t\ very arbitrary and oftentimes orue! niainiev. It was 
unreliable, and a portion of it served the Tagalo and robber element, 
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to which many deserted. Through liU the tuniioils and difficulties 
experienced by the advocates for United States Governiuent General 
Smith retained the confidence of all factions and ai^i»«ted to heal their 
differences. They desired an election of such classes of officers as 
might be permitted to direct loctvl affairs under United Slates mili- 
tary supervision, and an opportunity to manifest their fitness for an 
abridged form of government has been given them. Wliat tlie result 
will be can not as yet be forecast with any certainty, but it is to he 
hoped that they will meet the expectations of those desiring their 
ultimate welfare, both for the benefits thej' will receive thei'cby and 
also for the sake of example to the inhabitants of the other Philip- 
pine Islands, wlio ai-e now distrusthil of Unit^l States intentions and 
its expressed good will toward them. By this latter and very lai-ge 
class of Filipinos affairs in Negros are closely watched, and a suc- 
cessfully conducted government thei-e — one which will protect indi- 
vidual rights and give a fiiir measure of individual liberty — ^will be a 
most important factor in the |)acification laboi's of these islands. 

'ITie United States ti-oojw in Negros have i>erformed severe service. 
The C'alifornians have Iwen I'cphwjed by tlie Sixth Infantry, which, 
like its predecessors, has responded promptly to every demand and 
shown itself well able to master tlie military situation. General Smith 
still exercises supervision, and to his nnremitting efforts, tact, and 
ability is due the fact that Serious obstacles have be<^n surmonnt«<l. 
Robber hands have alwaj's existed in the mountains of Negros, and 
their recent accessions from without encouraged them to assunte a 
defiant fi-ont, but the heavy chastisements which they have iteeived 
at the hands of our troops has well-nigh dosti-oyeil them. 

Arrangements were made early to talic over tlie civil administra- 
tion of affairs of the city of C'cl»u. Licutenjiiit-Coloncl llamcr, of the 
Idaho Volunteers, a lawyer by in'ofcssioTi, wlio jiad fillrd tin- position 
of judge of one of the Manila provost courts with great credit;, was 
selected for that duty, and on March Hthefollowingoifler was issued: 

General Orders, ) Hhqrs. Dept. Pacific and Eighth Army Corps, 

No. 13. i Manila, P. I., March 14, ISHO. 

1, The island of Cebn will constitute a subdislrict of the Visayan military dis- 
trict, with heaiJqnartera at the city of Cebn. Lient. Col. Thomas B. Hrtmer, First 
Idaho Volunteer Infantry, is assigned to the command of the same and will pro- 
ceed to that city liy way of Uoilo, where he will report to the commanding gen- 
eral of the district for any directions the latter may desire to convey to enahle him 
to execute the specific instructions wliich he will receive from these headquarters 
to guide him in the perfonnance of his duties. Colonel Hamer will report to the 
commanding' general of the department for conference and Instructions and will 
take passage on transport IviUitna, which has been directed to proceed to Iloilo 
as soon as necessary repairs to steamer can be made. 

By command of Major-General Otis; 

TiiOMAS H. Barry, 
AfxitUiiit Adjiitant-General. 

The battalion of the Twcritj-thii'd Infantry which was st^nt to Cobu 
the latter part of February ha<l not taken any action in civil matters, 
but had preserved order in the community. The citizens had looked 
after their own local iTiterests, and officers of the Navy hail continued 
to conduct harbor and customs affairs, fittm which they were Jiow 
relieved by army officers detailed to jieiiorm the duties of those posi- 
tions. Shortly thereafter the ilissensions between the fripndly-die- 
posed and hostile-intentioned natives became bitter and culminated 
in the assassination of one of the most prominent citizens simply 
because he advocated United States protection, and attemxits were 
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iioid.' ii[)n!i the lives of a niiinl)i;r of olln-i-s who fjivon;fl United Stales 
o<-i-ii|i)ii,i"n. The tnwii-i wilhiii a slmrt I'adiuM i)f dislimcc liftf^an to 
sliow tJic (ii'sl w)[v [mini oj' rclii'llioii, ami ilie iimuiitahi peaks tehiiid 
Ccbii cxliiliiled prepanil inns for dcl'iMisc, o>' possiMv attack, in newly 
i-i.itslniclcd rillc irilrcin/hiin-iils. Cuiitrahand trade along the coast 
of llie island was aelivc anil i;av<- liie saiall iiuiilina.ls luariiicd Iiv the 
iialivi-s i-uMsiiliTalili-f.N.'iliini u.TU[iatioii, (ohjncl llamer •■alie'd for 
ailditiotial lixre, and a iiatlaJKai of tiie 'i'mia-sM'.- ri-im.-nl was wnt 
liiia fr.im Iluilo. SJHjrl Iv JH'tnii* ini'iirsioiis iijlo (lie iaicianr were made 
by drlai-hcd .-r)ia|iaiiics of Jiie TwotLl^ -lliir.l liifniiUy, at fii'st without 
eiH'oiiiitc!-i:i<r (iim-h (iii|»isitioii, lint aftei'wardN by very dedded Oppo- 
sition. Il was appai'f'iit thai t!ie rebellion was jrrowinji siroiijier each 
siK-i-eediiiH' day, ainl that increased f'oree wonhl be reqnJred to cope 
with it. 'I'lie ('(Oni people iM)Ssesfi great niiinlier.s of snmll sailing 
erafts, willi wliieh they are nccnsloined \« I'ondiiet trade between 
llieir own and neighboring islands. A\'ilh these tiiev skirted other 
eoasis and n)l)lied ihe inhabitants. Tlie\ iniiioverish.''d and reduced 
to hunger 1lie natives of the island of lloliol, and uilh the aid of the 
'j'agalos and ol her emissaries inlroihieetl ai'insand ;nii munition among 
their own jieople. On April .i Colonel Ibuaer wrole: 

Onr preaeiit occniiaiicy includes only the old tewn of ('elm, wbiie the insurgents 
niider Francisco Llamas ocenpv the adjoining town of Sein Nicholas, wliicb. in 
fiu;t, is a i>art of the city of Cebu. This man Llamas is an aotive and cunning 
fellow whom the natives fear to the extent of conceding to him ani)ernatnral i>ower. 
I may say in this connection that thepresident seems to hold like views with the 
rest of the niitives on thin snhject. The vi (re-president and treasurer deny that 
they fear him and say thst if we had sufficient force to inspire the natives with 
confidence in onr ubility to protect them Llamas's standard would be deserted, as 
he is deeply billed as well as feared by the people. arnS they only await a sal'eoppor- 
tunity to throw oil his yoke. After ciirefully looking over the ground I have come 
ttt the coiiL'luBion that now is the time for us to perfect onr occupation of the 
island. We can accomplish it now with the display of force, and. in my opinion, 
without the loss of a man. «■ * « Tliesontliern coast lineof the island contains 
all the towns of any conseijuence. If you can send me two more battalions,] will 
nndeitakii to oconpy these towns anil establisli in each a governnieut wlii<rh will 
acknowledge the supremacy of the United States, and this, too, withoot the loss of 
a single man. 

15nt there were no Iroops available, for Luzon dennindcd every 
armed nnm. We iierniitted t'ebu lo drift and foment opposition; 
earefnl lohiikl securely its prineijial i-ity, an important ti'ading point 
and one of the ojien ports of the Philijiinnes. Tlie insurgent leaders 
organized iheir fcn'ees as best ihey eouklj without nuieli interniption 
on rnii' pari, until in iheir conceit Ihey eonimenecd lo ass<MnbIe a force 
4 miles onl of the city and on Ihe overlooking nionntains, with 
which li'diive ns r)tT al lheop]>oi-luTie lime. If grewlo 1,500 and then 
lo -_',000, having several pieces of artillery in position and rifles and 
ammunilioii in considerable <|uanlil!es. Its posithms were lielieved 
lo l>e impregnable, and now as I wi'ilc 1 learn that Colonel Snyder, 
of Ihe Nini'lei'nlh Infaalry, who a short time since was sent there 
with a jiorlion of his reginieni to relieve the Tennessee iKitialion — 
having eoll<>elcii all ti-oops at hand, eonsistinjt of that contingent of 
his own ri'gimeni, (irescnt, two companies of the Sixth Infantiy sent 
by (leneia! Hughes from Iloilo, the Twenty-third Infantry battalion, 
and Ihe Tennessee Volnnleei-s, who chanced that way on their home- 
ward voyage and who offere<! their aerWces— has cleared the neigh- 
boring nionntains of ail insurgents, excepting those who now lie 
buried there, and has gathered in theii' weapons of war. 
w 9 
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The better class of tlie population of the island of Ct-bu greatly 
desire stfible govfrmneiit, and tliis thoy know they oaii not obtain 
without American supi-emacy and i>i-otection. When the 'J'agalo is 
driven out and the ignorant element which now crifs for independence, 
having no conception of tlie meaning of the term, is foreed to betake 
itself to legitimate oceiipation instcfid of i-obbery, tins island will be 
easily controlled, and at pi-esi^nt it would appear that the time i-equired 
to bring about that desirable condition of things would not extend 
far into the futuiv. 

About the middle of April I was leqiieeted by the SpiiniMli authori- 
ties to I'elieve the troops of Spain in Mindanao and tlicf Siilu Ai-elii- 
pelago. In the group of islands last named matters w<Mf r('piescnted 
from Singapore and other jwints as being in a very unsatisfactory 
state, and it was asserted that the Sultan and his datos were securing 
large supplies of arms and ammunition from the Asiatic and neigh- 
boring coasts. The inhabitants (Moros) had always given Spain 
trouble. They had always manifested toward Spain a feeling of sub- 
dued hostility when not actually at war with her, and she had been 
able to impose only a I'ccognition of very much abridged sovereignty. 
The Spanish acting governor-genei-al (General Rios), who for a long 
time had supervised Spanish affairs in the south, informed me that 
he had never succeeded in stopping there the trade in arms, and as 
for commeree, it could never be placed under pi-oper re.strictions. We 
felt thei'cfore considerable hesitancy in dispatching to the archipelago 
the limited force which then could bf^ sent from Manila, apprehending 
more or less difficulty in securely holding necessary positions should 
we garrison them. All the Spanish troops which were formerly sta- 
tioned along the coast of the island of Mindanao had been concentrated 
at Zamboanga, its chief city. The Tagalos had taken possession of the 
northern and northeastern coast and, with their confederates, the 
country in the vicinity of the above-named place. 

In March the Spanish authoiitics advertised for public sale at the 
naval station of Isabella, on liasilan Island, a short dislance south of 
Zamboanga, 13 of their gunboats which had been formerly used on 
the island coasts. These boats were purchased by'a syndicate com- 
posed of private individuals, with the understanding that it would 
deliver them to the United States authorities in the harbor of Manila. 

The agent of the syndicate, who after pureliasing was about to leave 
for Isabella to receive delivery of the Tioats and transpoi-t them north, 
was informed that if he could secure the armament belonging to tlie 
vessels the United States would receive it from him at cost price. 
Having been promised protection by the United States Navy while 
en route with the vessels to Manila, he sailed for Isabella by one of 
the coasting merchant vessels, taking with him crews for wiich of the 
boats as were serviceable, and received theTu there from the Spanish 
authorities with their armaments, which he bought under the agree- 
ment above stated. He steamed out of Isabella Harbor, and to pi-o- 
tect him on his voyage, awaited near Zamboanga the coming of the 
United States war vessel which by some misunderstand ing had been 
detained at a northern jrort. While awaiting the arrival of this war 
vessel, and less than twenty-four hours before it reporled, his Heet was 
seized by Mindanao insurg^snts, and nearly one-half of his ordnance, 
consisting of artillery, rifles, and ammunition for sjime, was taken 
from him and landed about a mile from Zamboanga on the Mindanao 
coast. By this seizure the insurgenis were supplied with a few pieces 
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of artillery, 11 quiek-flring gnns, ^75 rifles, with eonsideralilf Jimmu- 
iiition for all guns and pieces, and could therefore place Iheniselves 
in fair condition foi- attack or defense. After they had captured and 
landed the arms complaint was made by the agent to the commanding 
officer of the Spaiiisli ti-oops at Zainboanga, wlio, it was understood, 
after having; I'eeeived the assuraiices of the in.'SHrgent chiefs that the 
arms would not be eniph>yed against his ti-oops, did not eoueem him- 
self furthei- in tlie matter. The g\inboats and wliat remained of the 
armament wtiie convoyed to Manila by tlie naval authorities and 
turned ovei* tt) tlie Army, which conipleted the purciiaae l)y payment 
from the accruing civil funds of the Philippines. They were subse- 
(juently transfeT'i'e<l to the Kavy for use, and under tlie direction of 
its commander in chief have ever since rendered most eflieient service 
along the sliallow coasts and harbore of the islands. The possession 
of these arms by the Mindanao insurgents i-endered it inexpedient to 
land troops at Zamboanga and attempt to hold the place with any 
foi-ce whicli could be spaied from Luzon. General Rios was there- 
fore informe<l that wo wei"e not prepared to relieve his garrisons at 
either Zamboanga or in the 8uhi Arciiipelago until organizations 
then en route should arrive; that the I'nited States was entitled to a 
reasonable time to take over the places which Spain desiifd to surren- 
der, and that since the ratiftcatioii of the treaty such time had not 
intervened. Thus action was held in abeyance until May I'i, when 
news of a surprising elmnicter was received, wliieh is shown in ihe 
following explanatory coiiviiiunicarion: 

Office U. H. Military Govehnoh is the Philippine Islands. 

Manila, P. /., Maa 1.1. !Sr/9. 
Admiral Geokoe Dewey, U. S. N.. 

CimitiMiKliny Uitifeit !it<ites .Viim/ Fnn-e on Asialie SUillim, 

Fhuj Ship Olympia, Manila Haibor. P. I. 

My Dear Admiral: Yesterday I received a dispatch from Iloilo stating that the 
ineartcents had made an attack aiiou the Spanish garrison at Zamboanga, using 
the arms and quick-firing Kuna which they had captured from the Spanish Run- 
boats. They were repulsed, bnt the Spanish general in command anrt two of his 
officers were woundea. one enlisted man was killed and a few wounded. The 
insurgents have cut, off their wat«r supply and the Spanish garrison is left in 
rather a perilous i onditiou. 

Last evening a cablejtrani sent from Iloilo by the Spanish naval lieutenant, Cano, 
addi'esaed to General Bios and aeiit in my care, was also received. This cited facts 
Bubstantially as did the cablegram sent to me. General Rios telegraphed to 
Madrid and received directions to withdraw the Zamboanga and Jolo garrisons 
immediately. Ue called this morning and wished me to send troops down there 
at once. I made him no promise, but told him I would defer my answer nntil to- 
morrow. He asked me then if you wonld not send down a war vessel U* crnisein 
those waters to .give aid to the Spanish garrison in case it should be placed in 
extremity, to which I replied tliat I did not know, bnt wonld seek the information 

The situation here is as follows: We have no more troops at the present time 
thjin we need here in Luzon, especially if we carry out the campai^ as projected. 
Lawton took San Miguel yestcrdaj^ afternoon imd will he far out in a day or two. 
Kobbe with l,'M) men acoompanies the Itoats up the Rio Grande Kiver from 
Calnmpit and will start on Tuesday morning. Ma^^Arthur seems to have all he 
can do to cover the Pampnnga province anil give the inhabitants the protection 
from the insurgent troops which they demand. To the south of us the number of 
insurgents seem to be increasing, while to the east and north oE the city they still 
maintain their hold. 

We are still holding here the two Spanish vessels, the Leon X/Z/and the Puerto 
ftwio, which General Rios desires to use to take his troojw away from Zamboanga and 
Jolo. He said this morning that if these vessels couid not Le given him he must 
depend upon some of the merchant vessels in port to take his troops off or suiter 
the conseiiuences of disobedience of his Government's orders. 
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Li>okhig over tlie I'ntirB tieid. 'J.Uiid men at Jeiist will lie rwjuired to take and 
hold Ziimboiiiigft. its ciivivotmieuts. mid thu wut^ti- ait|ii)ly. Tlio rebck there have 
a gooi deal of artillery, mid, 1 titink. iire sujiiilied with some lUH) or KOQ rillee, for 
■whicb they have jilenty of ammnnitioii. Jolo am lie oci-niiied with abont 000 
uieii. I think, thcrelore, that it might to a j^ond Kchcuie to send the garrison to 
Jolo as soon as jiosaible. or the Morns will deatroy the fortilicatioiiH aod giins and 
turn them npon ns when we iitiiiear. As for Zaiiiljoanjjd. 1 am afraid that we 
will have to iieriuit the Stuniiards to witlidriiw and tako it later. » ■» * 

Does it aeuJii desii'al)le to MCnd a vessel down to southern waters, as Rlos requests, 
or conld yon convoy onr troops down sontJi within two or three days? 

(Me of our great needs here is light artillery. We have plenty on the trans- 
ports coming, whiidi, nu fortunately, is not here now. The light buttery which 
reported last wvek came nJf without its gnns. and tliey are following it on the 
steamer Livltiiiiiir. which left San Frantisco on the ;id of the month. There are 
31) companies of troi>iB dni' here within the next two weeks; also 'juite a number 
of recruits. «■■*■» 

Yours, very truly. E. S. Otik. 

Tolliisciimniniiifiitioi. Adiiiinii Dcwcv ivspon.h'.l liiat he would 
c-mvovniir troups ami rmiiish (;c(ii-i;il liiiis will, ;iiiv assistance he 
<.l(.-sire(], ami I informed Ihe ijjoiHTfil lliiil , while rt'^rclliiiy: (hat we 
could not si'inl lriiii]js I0 Zaiiilfoaii^Ji imiLteiliatelv. we would relieve 
his Siilu jraci-isoiis. The field wa> then caref oily' looked <)v<.f, and iis 
a battalion of the Twenlv-tliird Itilanlrv was alieady at Celm it whs 
dPtcrniined ti>sen<l I lie t-einaiiidoi' of thai rejiiinenl lo the; areiiiiMihigo; 
whereupou the foilowinir ordei's were issued: 

Gksf.rat, Oriieks, I HijyRi^. Deht. P.vccKie akti Bkihth Army Corps, 

No. 38. ) Manila, P. I.. Mni/ 15. J.snt). 

The Twenty-third United States Infantry is relieved from duty at this Ktation 
and will proceed at once by transport to Jolo, island of Jolo, and relieve from 
dnty there the troops of Spain now constituting the garrifion at that place. 

The quartennaster's department will furnish the necessary transportation, and 
the subsistence will suiiply rations for this command for thirty days. 
By cominunil of Major-Genpral Otis: 

Tr(oM.iR H. Barry, 
Ai'.ii.tliti't .Uljiifiuii-deiienil. 

(leiieral Uios, willi two morel. ant. Vi^ssels, stiiled on May 17 for the 
soiilli to jdaee in readiness for departure hJH jnirrtson at Zmnboiinga, 
with the uiiileislaioliiis that i)ur ti'oops would arrive at Jolo on board 
the transport IjI'oii X//J in sudicient HGiiNim l!or his archiiielago gar- 
risons to take iulvantaffe of it, sail by way of /ainboan^^o, wlien ail of 
his foniinaud ftould embark, and proceed liomeward. Ileprninised to 
render useless all the Zniiiboan^a guiiH and deali-oy all auiniunition 
there wliicb was not lo bo removed, and this it i« believed that he did. 

Tlie lH-ai)quarters and two battalions of llie Twenty-tliii-d Infantry, 
upon reaeliinir Join, fonml the SpaniKh soldiers w.dl jii'<parc<l t<> depart, 
althoiii:li flK'V di'l not expect to be r«dic\ nl bv oar Iroojxs. A Spanish 
stalf oth.-er look passa^'e on 1lie vessel willi iiistriKtl ions from General 
liios to {.'overii tlieij' nioveiaents. The small jtarrison maintained at 
Siassi, islan.loi: Siassi, had been withdrawn to Jolo and t!ie former 
place lurn(;d over to tlu' Sultan, who had in pei-«on gone there from 
Maibun, his capital, and taken foinial |)ossession. The exchange of 
troops wuH (piietly eiTectwl, full military honors wore accorded, and 
the Hags of the i-espeetive nations [)aHieixmting were saluted by our 
war vcsHcl iu the harlwir when the Spantai-ds were formed to march 
out of the |;>ost and embark. 

The force sent to Jolo arrived tm May H), and consiHted of 1!) line 
oflficerH, 1! assistant surgeons, a ehaidain, and 7.'t.'f enlisted men. It 
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relieved n garrison <-(iu.siHtiii;i- i)f i'4 oIli(-e)s iiiid mh.) ejilisltil men. 
The lM)Bl i>r vilhiiJO is tkiscvilMjd as follows: 

It is hardly more than ii goo'l-sizftJ military post, beantiftiUy laid ont, with 
broad, clean streets, lined with flowering trees and gardens, and surrounded by a 
loop-holed wall abont » feet lii^h iitid 1 1 fe«t thick. The popalation is estimated 
at 4(M). mostly Chinamen, one German, no other Europeans. Four male Moros 
live within the walls. The public buUdinj^a are in a ililaiiidated condition. The 
gorernor'a residence and oMce is one Hmalt building. There ia one group of bar- 
racks (foiir bnildinxs) which will accommodate one battalion. The theater will 
aceommodatd one couijisny, and outlying blockhouses two companies. A eom- 
mii^sary. post-oflice. schoolboust'. a hospital for a>)ont IIRI beds, a market, and 
some few small strnctnres compose the remainder of the public buildings, 

Tlie coiiiinandinfT oflicei' of tlio United Sliiffs ti-oops reported tlie day 
Jift.er his arrivid liial — 

The situation, in so fai- as determined from our limiteilexiierience, ia as follows: 
Spain possesses the small walled town known as Jolo. The governor has complete 
control within the walls. There are no civil courts, no civil officers. (Jutside the 
walls the Sultan of Jolo and Borneo is the ruler. Spain pays him §201), Mexican, 
per month. At present he is not on the island, bnt ia visiting one of the neighbor- 
ing islands about 'M miles south. He has recently returned from Klecca, and now 
di?SBes in European costume. Spanish soldiers seldom go beyond the ran^e of the 
outlying blockhouses. The relation between the natives (Moros) and Spam is not 
altogether harmonious. 

Siiliscqtiejif r<'|)(irls slmwed that the Si)anipili troops had received 
ordi'rs lo [ircpaiT I'lir vvillidrawal tVum Ilie arcliipelafjo and (xpeeted 
t,oiie|)avl verystKHi, l.iil liad not been jriioniifd Mtat IJiey wonld he 
relievinl by ("iiiled Slales lr<j()ps. 'i'lif Spanisli eoininandaid and 
ijovenior li'ud llHTcfufi' laki'ii liie Snitan li. Siassi fr-(ini aAlailniii and 
Innifd the |da<-e •■.\i-vi- liiiii. ami iateaded to turn over Jolo also 
wjicii Ills force should evai'iialc. Oni' ari'ival was nii)s1 oppoi'tunf, 
and a inaltci- of siir|>ris( — iniideasfuitly so— lo tlie Sultan, who 
e\t)c<;ted to awanl his dalos wiDi lliis a('(]uircd possession. His datos 
on .lolo island were not, however, on tlie most ainicalile terms with 
him, and seemed 1<j be pleased 1o welcome the Americans. Tliey 
called on (.'ii|)tain I'ratt, who was in command of our tr<Kii>s, expressed 
friemlly intentions, and pive adin'sioii to the I'nited Stales. 

The captain, wil.li some of his (dlieers, returned the call, were the 
firsti Eiirop«(ans who had ever entered the lionso of the chief iieighhor- 
ing diit<>. and wei'e hospitably enteilaiiied. The Hiiltan, disappointed, 
lingered at Siassi, where he luid eslahhshed a i>oliee and garrison, and 
did not i-es|iond (o tlie invitation to call upon ouroffieers. His mother, 
the Bultanese, however, who was at Maibun, sent the Sultan's seere- 
tjii'y to welcome the Americans, when a return call was made upon 
her and she reeei\'ed on r representatives most graciously and expi-essed 
gratification. Thus thi'ongh the diplomacy of Captain Pratt and his 
Hiiboi'dinates a most satisfactory condition of affaire was attained upon 
which tiO base fuliii'e negotiations, which were condiieted by Brig. Gen. 
.lohn C Bates, U. S. V., during -Inly and August. 

Jirigadier-Geueral Hughes was r6lic\"ed as pr-ovost-marshal-general 
at Manila and assigned (o the command of the Visayan ndlitary dis- 
trict on May 23. lie proceeded t^o his headquarters at Hollo, Panay, 
early in June with instructions to earef idly supervise matters in NegroB 
and Oebu, bnt not to conduct any military opeiations in Fanay further 
than was necessary to hold Hollo and its outlying villages, then in our 
possession, as no additional troops could be given him and as the 
policy of nona<iti(m in the island other than nught be considered 
defease would result in dissensions between the Visayan and Tagalo, 
who, should we attiick, would nnite all factions for resistance. The 
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policy lias voi-kod t'xeelloiitly. 'fjiyialo sitld ieiw t(j the imiiiljet' of about 
2,000 had Ijeon sent from Liiwin. Their oftieoi-H nmetieiilly assumed 
the eoiiiluet of all J'aiiay afiFaii's, ovon if they did not do so ostensibly 
or expi-enslj', aiid tlie i*aiitiy inhabitai)t» have been made to suffer 
severe peciiiiijH-y losses and in some paits of the island }?reat lack of 
provisions, while robbery and other crimes have pievailed, 'ilie man- 
ifested hostility between Visayan and 'I'agalo is now very pronounced. 
We have been invited b)' (he former to take possession of nortlieni 
and eastern Pauay, with promises of assistance if we would (;<»iisent to 
do so, and veiy recently the Tagalos assumed «'x)nlrrol in «nery partic- 
ular, disarmed all the Visayans nu the plesi that tliey could not be 
relied upim for support, ami are I'lindudtini; a nnlitary fiovennnent in 
aeeordance witli tln^ir iiidiviiinal di'sii-c.s, the eliicf object of which is 
repoHed In lie individual p''Ciini,iry profit. 

While diirinjf the inoiilliiif ll,i> the inaj<)rily of oiii- troops were 
opej'Hlin^ to tin- north of .Miinila in cciilriil Lwao-a, 1Ii(* iiisin-jronls in 
the CavLte and Morcmff pniviin'cs. suiuli and easi nf ihe i-ity, were 
very aetive, and extrcmc \vat<-liruhirss un \hc pavl {if our l.liin lines of 
defense was necessary. Tli<'ir iiu(iihci'.< I'mir.inai'd lo ijiia'ea.se until 
they had concentrated wmie tljMiu on ihf si.utli and smne 2,ol)l) to the 
east. The former had been I'ci-cntiv aninial.cd with snnie nivslerioxis 
belief to Ihe effect that Ihe Aiiieiii-atis were ab'iiit t« be j,'iven over to 
them for slauyhler. Amouf? them a batlali<in of boys o I' tender age 
appeared, wluise mission was iu llirow hIoih's a1 Ihe ciicniy under the 
guidance of I'rovidenee; bnt one or two of Ihe little I'ellows wei-e 
■wounded, and the desire I'oi' self-preservation beiny; stranger than their 
relijrious enthusiasm, they were seen no more. This concentrated 
southern force made daily demonst-rations of some* chanu'.t«r, and an 
occasional attack, when the loss of a few of their men c«oled their 
ardor for two or three successive days, Aniwlvance to the south with 
the intention of pernia?ientor temporary" occupation was not desirable. 
Should it be made and towns oi' villages be taken, the inhabitants 
would pray foi" protection ayainst the I'lftiiin of (lie insurgents, and 
this could not be given them from the troops availabh; without seri- 
ously interfering with pi-o.jeeted operations. Hence, on the south we 
had occasionally driven l>»ck the enemy a few miles when lie became 
annoying and then I'etnrned the troops t^) the old lines. To the east 
and northeast i-eeonnoissances were niade frequently to locate the 
shifting foe, Jiscertain his intentions, and provide the necessary pi-e- 
cautionary measures. 

General Lawton was direcled to disiierso his troops at t^ndaba, 
turning ovei" the Tliird, Heventeentli, and Twont.y-sec<ind Infaiiti-y to 
the Second Division, to Iks established on the new line from San Fer- 
nando to lialinag, with a station at Quingua, and to send back to 
Manila the most of the Foni-th Cavalry, the North Dakota and Oregon 
Volunteers, placing the Minnosotans on the railn)a<i lietween liocave 
and Calooean. He therefoi-o gave orders for the troops at San Miguel 
to withdraw to Jialiuag and left Caiuhiba <m May 2!}. 

The withdraAval of these troops and the descent made on the Rio 
Grande River to Oandaba excited the insorgents to great activity, 
they supposing that a retreat wjis intended. Thej- forwai-ded their 
forces by rail to General MacArthnr's front and (*oncentra(«d near 
San Miguel. On the niareh to Italiuag our troops enwunitered them 
morning, no<ni, and evening, and suffered in casnalfJes 2 men killed 
and 13 wounde<l, bnt the encimy left with them Ifi killed, a considera- 
ble number of wounded, and a few prisoners, besides a small amount 
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of propyi-ty. 'I'liis mdvenient placed the entire Tliird Infantry, a bat- 
talion of the Twenty-second Infantry, a troop of t.lie Foiirtli Cavali-y, 
mounted, and two giiii8 at lialiua^;, rendering the place too strong for 
attack, and the enemy withdrew to the north. Upon tlie following 
day, May 24, a force of the iiiBurgeiits attacked an outpost on the 
right of Man Fernando, when a collision oeciiiTed involving the South 
Dakota, Kansas, and Iowa volunteers and portions of the Seven- 
teenth and 'J'wenty-seeoud Infantry, with the result that the enemy 
was Ijadly handled and retreated, leaving 50 dead and 38 wounded on 
the tield, and we captured 2S prisoners, 50 rifles, and other property; 
our casualties, 7 killed and fi wounded, all of the South Dakota regi- 
ment. These minor affairs eorreoted the impressions of the enemy as 
to our intontiim.s of retreating, and no action of importfluoe took 
phico, lit the noith for some time. 

During the niout.hof May we had a large accession of regular troops, 
(-im.sisTing of -six organizations, the Thirteenth Infantry arriving on 
tlio •2'.n]\ of lliat inonth. (In tlie hist day of Ufay theiv were present 
in the Piiili]iiiines l,L'ii'. crujirniHsioned officers and 33,020 en lisied men, 
of wiiiiiii 014 (il1im-s aii'l lj,0!iS enlisted men were stationed in the 
soulhi'iii ijilfiiKis iiiid III the Cavite naval st-ation. Deducting the 13 
per rent of Nick, special-duty men, ;iiid those undergoing court- 
marl ials<'nteii<'es, Ihere were for <lii1y in all I lie islands i?5, suit enlisted 
men, and in Luzon, Ihe Cavite ai'senal e.\<'epled, i".!»ii5. This was a 
large force, suHieieiil lo acccmiplisli eJHcioiit work wilh celerity, hut of 
the entire iniiTibi'r pn'scni over Jli,nO(i were volunteers or weiv await- 
ing discharge ander War hepartmeiil promises and less than 11^,000 
wei'C regulars owing furl her service fo the (.Tovernment. These 1(},(KK) 
men must he assembled, niiisl he individually aeeounted tor, placed 
iu condition f<)r departure, and shipped l<i Ihe I'nited States at the 
earliest date. 

The great labor atlending Ihis shipuieni was enlered upon on May 
25, when .speeilie orders to govern all particulars of procedure were 
issued. I'tie volunteers had been somewhat careless in rendering 
returus for men and public property and were not familiar with legal 
requirements in these matters. Ilenee several days weie necessary 
to straighten out i-oUs, returns, and discharge papers after the organi- 
zations were iv.sseinble<l. Under the War I>epartment directions it 
was ordered that the departure of these troops should be penuitted 
in accordance with priority of dale of arrival. This brought tlie Ore- 
gon and California lnM>ps first, but Ihe latt^er wei'e scattered over the 
island of Negros. The Oregon troops wei-e assembled in Manila on 
May 21) and directed to hasten the necessary pajier work and the trans- 
fer of public pi'oijcrty which was lo be left behind. This was not 
aeoimpiished until about .Tune 10, and portions of the regiment in the 
meantime took part iu Ihe milit-ary operations in the vicinity of the 
cily. It sailed on .linie 14, a delay of two or thi-ee days attiending its 
dedision on a qiiestion it was allowe<i f o determine whether to sail for 
San Francisco 01" Portlaiwl, Oreg. A icgnlar regiment must be sectired 
lo relieve the Californians in Negros, and tlte Sixth Infantry, then 
en i-oule, was selected. It did not arrive until June 18, when it was 
WMl south. IJut prevailing typhoons delayed relief, and the Califor- 
nians did not leave Manila Harbor nnl 11 July 2C, after the Nebraska, 
Utah, Pennsylvania, and (.'olorado tixjops Imd taken their departure. 

'rroo[)s wei-e about to depart much more rapidly than they could be 
received, and the country wo were covering must be held. It was 
not i)ossiblc, thcrefi>re, to nmke extensive offensive dcTiionstratlons 
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until tlK^ EisrlithAi'iiiy Corps could [nilI ilsclf loj^i-tiuM' ii;^aiit. In I ho 
menntime tlu' iiisiirpieiils M-cro iniikinii- i;i'i';il oxci'l ions lo \voi-,sl. us by 
iiftiM'kiiig our lines of coiiiMiiiniciilLoii niid our I'oii'c in (lie [n-o\iTUi' 
of ruiiipanga. lint jill ol." tlnMiM'll'orls woir fiiliic iunl [■■■wuilvd iitllit;!]- 
repealed discuriilitiire. 

The liillei-parl of May it was I'eporlod thai the iiiliabitaiMsatAiili- 
pol<i, JEoi-ong, iiiui other near towns east of ^^laiiihi were siiiroi'iiijj 
heavily on iiccoiiiit ctf the criines coiriinilled by (lenenil I'iUii-'s insur- 
gent li-oops, and they ciiHed for pi'oteelion. I'ijjif enjoys the repalii- 
tioii of being foi' years (he bandit ehief of that section oi' country. 
He slood Iiigh in the favoi' of Affniiiahlo, eiliier on accoani of the 
latter's fear of him ttr because he had the ability to keep losclhet-and 
direct ti-oops drawn fiuni the criminal classes, lie had within his 
couiinnitd alrent :!,50n men and formerly opera(e<l sonth of the I'asig, 
fi-om which lie had been di'iven, and snbseiiuently comnianded the 
province of Morong. As soon as General Lawton returned lo ^lanila 
he W!i« instructed to collect h force and cause these insurgent I roops 
to be driven off. Assembling -, .51)0 men at the pumping stat hut, undei' 
command of Brigadier-General Hall, lie directed it on Juno '-i upon 
Antipoio, and at the sivme time moved 8 eoniimuiesof the Wjishiagton 
Volunteers by lake to Slomng, and the First North Dakota and a bat- 
talion of the Twelfth lul'antry on Tagliig from Pasig. The riuigh 
character of the country in the din-etion of Antiiiolo an<l the heat of 
the day caused Hall's column to move slowly. He mi^t with sliglit 
resistance from a scjitfprcd force of :il)n at the base of the mountains 
and entered that place the following morning. Morong and Tagnig 
were taken, and the narrow HtH]> of hnid extending into the I,aguna 
de Bay from the north was e.\i>lori;d willioiit discovering the jtres- 
ence of the enemy, unless in thi' i;inse of Ihe "amiyo," witli weapon 
carefully concealed, a character of partisan which prevails e.\len- 
sivelv in this country when lirst .'apturcd bv our Iroojis. Tlie insur- 
gents had scattered, and mosl of theiu al leasi had taken the trails 
into the mountains, whei'c llicy {-ouid not be prolilaliiy pursued. On 
the march toAntipf)looiu-ca!-ualtioswerei' men kiUedand'.i wounded, 
and at Taytay iJ nien killed, Tlie enemy suH'ered a much greater 
loss and left !( dead and a number of wiuuided on the Movong field 
alone, whore our tniops did not meet with any casually. -Mtjrong was 
oceupie<l for a time and from it rcconnaissan<!e.s were imulc into the 
interior and along the shoi-eof the Lagiiiia. Its garrison wjtsreiiiovwl 
across the lake to Calamba, when thai point lKt(;anie a permanent 
station. 

The enemy had bewme again boldly demonstrative at the south 
and it becivme necessary Ui throw hiin back once more. He Inwl 
intrenched himself very stmngly in the vicinity of I'aranaque and 
near Taguig; also in frontof San Pedro Mivcati, the center of <nir lino. 
On June 7 General Lawton was instructed to concenti-at* a force of 
4,000 inen approximately in the vicinity of the last-itamed town, Ui bo 
placed under the immediate supervision of Generals Wlieaton and 
Ovenshine, move the same to the fi-out and center in two columns, 
disperse the enemy in the immediate fmnt, and then, swinging these 
columns to the right and left, place them in rear, if possible, of his 
str<nig positions on our flanks. iJispositions were c(Hni>leted on June 
9, and early the next morning the comimvnd moved out. Six compjv- 
nies of the Colorados constituted the a<Ivanee guard, took f.he direc- 
tion of the intrenehments in the immediate front, wliich thoy at1.acked 
with great vigor. The enemy waasoon driven and scsittered. Wheaton, 
swinging to the left, soon routed the insurgents in lluit dinitrlion, who 
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lie ftoiilli that few- .iftlieiii wei-e caiijifil, 
iii^- iiiovi'iiiciil 1i) tiie riylit to i)!ao<> Jiis 
ifli of l.iis Pii);ts, hilt, iiiifuflinial.-lv, the 
\aliiiK <»t the Vfiii'. Tin- slsv was cloiia- 



iiian-h hciovo it lia.l in'<K;e.-i).>il as fai- sniuli as Paniiia^jiH'. 
iwloii awiiJipaiikHl tills (-oluniii in iktsoii, and, .jiiirkh- 
ii<- siliiatii.n, (liivc-teil \\'lu'aloii's cciItmhii t<i join iis suoit as 
'iit ijefiiri' tills "as acciuiniiislied tlie enemy, aiivanoiiifi 
laqiH', lioldly atliicked what reiiiained of Ovenshine's tsk-ii. 
)iilscii aflec soiiu' aelivo skiniiisliing, ami. Wheat^ui jniii- 
nvh in llic dirwtioa of I.as Piiuis was i-onlimu'd, ami laic 
■iHXHi (^«Miei-al Lawtoii was .ihlijrwl to liall a lilllc ^uiilli of 
■; I'iiias, )nil. t'oiilil not secni'o Mic nrnd by which it was 
n' nioiiiy wfHild retii'iil. Ills men had suffereil severely 
ird niaix'fi, ami esiHH-ially I'niiii lack oC waler, for scarcely 
as iiolahle could Ik; found !iv tlipjii. 

percent liad snccnini>e<l to the heat and fatiyincs of llic 
insarjicnts, loo, had snilered from the sjime causes, and in 
iu! Iieeii si^nalh- defeate.l. 'I'hev left on the linttlcfichl 
iiiiiher of dead, over 7" of whom were (liscovec'd and 
hilc oiireasiialiies summed iijiai 1 enlisted man killed and 
id :-'l men "'Hiiidcd. 'I'hiil iit'ihl I iie enemy e.«eapei.l from 
and i.as I'iiias hv the Hacoor road and acniss the Zapote 
1^ which ihev had e<nisiriKiea ronnhialilc iiitrenchmeiits. 
- had, in lS;itJ, j;iiinrd a m'cal xictocv over the Spaniards, 
they helievi'd ihcv would he invini-ihie. In fact, a iiieal 
Iheiii had made reliuioiis vows, assumed under snpcr^ti- 
to overthrow the Americans theie m' die in the<iitehes. 
I conservative estimate of their numbers w-as :!,nOO, and lo 
must be made, ■J'he 
1 placed on the tiortli 
iii^' lialtalion, whieli 
iitime had earefiiUy 
L-iiiieUided to attack at 
the Za|>ote River bridji'c of the Iiacoor road. In recoimoilcriiit; near 
that point in person with two c'ointiaitie.'i of the Twcnty-flrst Infantry 
he was smhh'uly attacked on front and thinks l>y a large force of the 
enemy from il.s brush ci>ncealineuls, whereupon, retiring a shoi-t difi- 
tauce and hurrying «p supports, he llu'ew it back upon the river. 
His troo|is. tin villi"; Iwn ^supplied wilh ratioii.s and aniinuniliou,and 
his rccn force niotits forwarded, all by water traiisporta1i<ui plying 
between Manila and Paranaqiie, he, lai June 13, attacked the enemy 
in his inlrcnchments on the Zapote. The country was most uninvit- 
ing lor military operations, and ho nnule his dispositions for n main 
attack on the river bridge, near which, after hanl and persistent 
effort, he had secured a position which flanked a poll ion of the ene- 
my's lines. The Navy liiul, in the meantime, at a point on the shore 
of the bay, landed fi-oni one of its vessels near Las Pinas :iH men and 
a quick-firinij; gun where it could do execution on the left flank of the 
insurgcnis shoidd they attempt demonstratioiis inthat dli-ection. At 
3 o'clock that afternoon (loneriil Lawtoii wired to headquarters in 
Manila that the battle was severe, and that the enemy was fighting 
in stning fin'ce and witli determination. Twenty minutes lat«r he 
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telegraphed, "We are haviufr a l>eau1.ifnl battle. Hurry up ammu- 
nition; we will need it;" and at 4 o'clock: " We have hridsre. It has 
cost iiH dearly. ISattle not yet over. It is a battle, however, I can 
not approximai>e our loss. It will be 15 or 20, 1 think. Several are 
killed— 2 or 3. I have not hswl time to ascertain." Tliat evening he 
telegmplisKl as follows: 

Las PiNAS, June I.i—i';ii7 p. m. 
Adjutant-Gen EBAL, Depaetmbst of Pacific: 

Impossible f o give many details of fight. We were engaged at close range this 
luomiii^. Enemy came boldly into the open gronnd and advanced to I.tO aiid 100 
yards. This evening we asaanlted trenches 'i'l feet thick, crossing river in their 
front. Many of enemy 'sdead lay in trenches. Wenowoccupyaonthsideof river. 
The report of wounded in engagement this a, m. was esagRerated, Many heat 
prostrations were reported wounded. Tlie number will he alKtnt T or 8. The sur- 
geon reports :;1 1 wounded, now in hospital. I know there are several more to come 
and none of the Jlead are yet in. I believe some 40 will cover tlie killed and 
wounded for the day. The men and officers fought like Americans, and I will 
mention later several for most distinguished gallantry. Among them General 
Oveiishiiie; Captain Sa^e. Twenty-third Infantry; Lieutenants Donovan and 
ConnoUey, Twenty- first Infantry, the latter two wounded. 

Lawton, Miijor-Geiienil, VoliiiitmrH. 

The enemy fled sontlnviird u]) tin* Za[H>le llivcr to litiiis and Sati 
NiehohiH, a few westwai'd alon^ the .shore of the bay, aii<l our ti'oops 
took pos-session of liacoor, exlfndinp; their outposts towiird Old (,'avile 
and Itinus. The inhabilantsjiladly welcomed tliei rat-rival and offered 
to furnish every assistance in ihcir power if the rc<|uiMito iirolcction 
could be given tliem. It was not desired nor wjlk it the iiilcTiiion to 
puraue tlie enemy southward under any eireuiuHiiiiH-cs if M involved 
us with evi.m temporary occupation of the conulry, na our strength 
did not justify such a scatterinfj of onr forees, and as eveiy available 
man should be sent toward our true objective in the noi-th. The 
Cavite and IJatangas provinees, though the origijial hotl>ed8 of all 
insurrections in these islands, were \vithontinilitaryimportancfl under 
the conditions then prevailing, and General Lawton, before moving 
out of Manila, was warned against taking po8.sessiKn of any southern 
country which looked to permanency, llowever, the inhabitants of 
this section were sutfering for lice and those near the bay coast had 
not planted tlieir crops. They iinjiortuned ns for the continued pres- 
ence of trofjps, that they might unmolested commence their planting 
and be assured that thoy would receive the i-eward of their labors. 
On the morning of June 15 General Lawton telegraphed as follows: 

A representative of the civil government at Imus has just come, formally 
announcing the surrender of that place and inviting the Americans to enter. He 
states the insurgents all left yesterday afternoon in the direction of San Francisco 
de MalaboD. He states the people of that section are frightened and tired of war 
and want peace, and welcome the Americans with pleasure. This man states in 
further explanation of the direction taken by the troops leaving Imus that they 
went in several directions, but generally towai'd Dasmarinaa and Malabon: that tlie 
men were much demoralized, but were afraid of their generals; that they havelittle 
ammunition, one rapid-fire gun. and one muzale loading gun. They commenced 
removing the curtridge factory three days since and that it was taken to Buena 
Vista, which lies between Malabon and Dasniarinas. The reconnoissance made 
yesterday did not find the enemy, although It went almost to Imus. The bridge 
below Bacoor is now in our possession and guiirded. One liundred and twenty- 
five insurgents buried yesterday here. Sixteen men, including one captain, were 
buried at Imus yesterday, I think we should push the enemy a little more. This 
man states that the people do not wish war and that they look upon the Ameri- 
cans as friends and are glad to see them come, but that Aguinaldo and his cut- 
throats {this is his own expression) only desire war. The vicinity of our fight on 
the extreme right, where the reconnoiaaance was made this morning, has not yet 
been visited; many dead mnat be found there. 
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Wliilo (4eiiet'iil Lawtoii was operatiii}! in the vicinity of Las Pinas 
ami tlic iiioiitit of the Zapote River 'MW iiioii of the C'avite garrison, 
taken frotii llicCaHfornia Heavy Artillery and the Pennsylvania regi- 
ment, were wen! southwanl on reconnoissaiiee along the neck of land 
which conniit-ts that point and the main shore, against the town of 
Novaleta — (his lo ercato a divprsion in our favor and ascertain what 
■we could <)f till' enciii v'k powitioiiw and inlentions. These troops were 
engaged on lliis duty ami incideiital movements for three successive 
days, Tliey ])eiielrated the connti'y to Old Cavite, San Fninciseo de 
Malaljonand nearly to Kosario, and delennined the fact that no great 
ninnlier of Ihe insurg<;nt8 conld have retreated in that direction, 
altliongh still in considei'alile force in that section. The followins 
response, thci'efoi'c, was sent to (ieiieral Lawton's telc^i'ani, which is 
ahovc set out : 

Do not think that insargents retreated to San Francisco lie Malahon, except 
probably suiall detachments titayhiive gone jti tliat direction. Road from Iiuusto 
Malabon very iMiii. and all insurtients have retired from Noveleta. Their proijer 
line of retreat would have been south. We do not wish to hold luinK. but you can 
send there a couple of battalions, with ',' guns for temporary purposes, titiiizing 
lot preeeut disfiOBitiona all troopn you have and the ^ battalions sent you this 
morning. My luformation is that manv insui-neiiEs have received instructions 
from Baldamero Aj^uinaldo to return to their homes with their guns, and to secrete 
guns for future nse. This may account for the unnatiiil number of " amigos " at 
Paranaiiue. Eice and Iwef for distribution to the inbiibitants will be sent to Las 
Pinas. also to Paranaiiue. In the morning. 

Thill, morninii I liad cai.led to W'asliiiigfoii tlic following: 

Manila. P. I., J-u,e I.:, isKi. 
AriwAn, Wii»hh,(ilou: 

SnccessLiiwton'stroopsCaviteProTincegreaterthanreporfeil yesterday. Enemy 
numbering over 4,i)U0 lost in killed, wounded, and captured more than one-tliird; 
remainder much scattered: have retreated eonth to Iniiis, their arsenal. Of 3 
pieces of artillery, !f captured. Navy aided greatly on sbore of bay, landing forces 
occasionally. Inhabitants in that country rejoice at deliverance, and welcome 
with enthusiastic demon strati ons aiTival of onr troops. 

It siil)se<|iieiillv appeared that the rriwnrgcjit armv, aflc]' retreating 
through Inuis. di'vided, 11l<' hirgcr portion ciinliniiing its reti'eat south 
1.0 Dasmarinas. aboiil S miles tlislaui tliorefrom, the ivniainder pro- 
ceeding wi'stwaid to .Malabon, where they were fonnd in increased 
uumbei's on .lime Hi by tlie (.'avile rccouiiois,sjinee detachments. On 
that day General Wheat »ni was sent lolmus with the Fourth Infantry 
and a platoon of arlilleiy. 

On this dat<? the military operation.s of the insni'gents in the north, 
who wero again becoming quite active, received a severe check, ami 
once inoi-e comparative ipiiet in that section was re.stored. At noon 
we i-eceived a dispatch fi-oni (ienera! -MacArthnr, sent fi-oni San Fer- 
nando, as follows: 

At about 4.30 this a. m. an extensive demonstration was made by insurgents 
against this place. Tbey appeared on onr entire front, on 1>oth sides of the river— 
that ia to say. the town -^es entirely surronniled. The diameter of the line of 
insiirgent oi^rationK was about :t miles. As far as the town was concerned, the 
attack was reported at all points with considerable lose to insurstents. Our loss 
not yet ascertained, prolwhly not large. Line went down inimeiliately. • * ■* 

Since writing have information of iM feet of track l>eing taken up in vicinity of 
Apalit station. Mallory takes material, and will ri'pair bi'eak ii possible. We 
have in neijihborluKxl of .">tl of enemy's deail in our possession and something like 
ar> wonndeil. Home 7-"i guns have been captured and are in our possession or 
destroyed. Our loss so f;ir reiiorf ed, VI wounded: mostly slight. Further pailicu- 
lara as soon as asi^ertained. 
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Ill l:Iio afierniH.ii llic loliowiii;;' was i-<H-eivcil : 

Kax Fkrn.vmid. J>nu- I':—-:-'/ ,.. m. 
AIWUTANTGeMEU il,: 

In reply to wire re(]m>stiii{! report, of particiitars of attack thiK ,i. m.. refer- 
ence IM respectfully mitde to my jirevions uiesRiise in tlie preuiiscs: in aililitioii to 
whiuli it is furtlitT TemarUeil tfant iireiiariitions iuxide the iueiirf^eut lines have 
been apiiarent for a number of (1»yB, aud tlint the aSidi' this a. m. wiis iireiuedi- 
tatai) and intended to be ou a ver^~ large scale, with a view to f<iin'OTindiiig this 
command and severiiifjcoinmiinictttion between hereandC'ftlnmpit. There is very 
little donbt now that Agninaldo was present in iiersonand that the nnm her of ti'oops 
employed numbered quite ■"i.OOO arineil men. many of whom have been recently 
broneht from the north by train, and iiossilily even from the line east of the 
Pinag de Candaua. This t^laborfite jireparation resulted in (lonipletf failure at 
every point, although every iKinilioii lu our front was attached. We have in our 
hands in the neigiiborhood iif lUO dead and wonnded insurtjentg, and their losses 
probably run well into the hundreds. 

MA<ARTm-R, 3lriji>i-(lnietiii. 

And liitcr in IIhmI'i.v (iciicr-ul ."MiicArlUnr telejimiilicd: 
It is reported, with a considerable probability of being true, that Affuiniildo was 
present in command of troops here this morning, or in the immediate vicinity, 
supervising operations. The demonstration was on a very extensive scale, in 
which not less tJian 3,00t) men were employed, and probably very many more. 
The movement has been in preparation for several days; the details were very 
elaborate. The Iowa regiment did some fine work immediately aftfli' appearance 
of enemy in their immediate vicinity. They made an extensive return in fine 
shape, and drove the insurgents back through their own works and out of sight, 
with heavy pnnishment of enemy, V> of whose dead were left in their hands imd 
Vi wounded. The Kansas regiment also made a handsome oifensive return. The 
insurgent left W of their dead with them and ipiite a nnmb^r of wonnded. 

Aft«i- GeiiiTiil \\'liO;ituri had iv:u-hod Iiiiiis he endeavored fo Iwilte 
the eiieitivlu" leeoniuiissiiner, and, liclievini{ him In !>■' in eonsidt^nvlih; 
foi-ccs hewjissli-en-lluTLi'd l.\- additioiiid lrn,i|.s. so I hat he liinl with 
hinitheoiitire Fourth inula iiallalion i.f the Kourleeulli Infanlry, l-ho 
Xevadii Cavalcv, and 4 pieces of artillei'v. On ihe Tiiorniiij; of .[nni> 
19 h« sent Major Ikibb, witli his ballalion of tlie Foiirlli iiifanlryiiml 
1 gun, soufhwai-d on tiie Kasinarinas rojid. Sliortly hefore noon, 
when the refioniioit<'riiij; party had advanced some l> or 7 ndk's with- 
out encfmntei'iiis opposilion an<l was alxint bi reliirn, llu! enemy, in 
strnnK force, concealed in the thiek brush and tlie ,siirronndiiLj,'swanii)y 
imder^^rowtli, suddenly inado an a1ta<;k on its fi'ont' and ll.-mk. I'udd), 
fighting his men skilifully against licavy oddt*, slowly reti-oalod, for 
four hours inflicting pnnishnient on the enemy, until (4onend Wheaton, 
learning of the affair and lakiiig tlie 2 i-cninining biitfalions of the 
Fourth Infantry and ■■! guns, joined lum. Wlieaton then quickly threw 
forward his entire force, routed the enemy, aud drove him at lapid 
pace back on I>a8inarinaH, near whieh liebivouacked for then iff lit. As 
soon as this movement was imported, a ttattalionof IheNirdh Infantry 
was hastened fi-oni liacoor t-o Imus for the purpo.se of strengthening 
the force left there, thus rendering the place secui-e against attack fi-om 
the direction of either San Nicholas or Mnhibon, and to reeuforcc 
Wheaton, if necessjiry. lis position at Bacpor was laken by 2<X) 
men hastily moved aeross Slanila Hay in caseoes from the Cavifce 
Arsenal. On the (evening of the following day this <liHpateh was re- 
ceived : 

Dasmarinah, June, SO ^i!..iO p. m. 
Major- General Otis: 

Yesterday 1 sent Bubh's battalion, Fourth Infantry, .indone't.y-inchgunonrecon- 
noissance on Dasmarinas road, from Imus. Seven miles out he met the enemy in 
force, advancing to attack on Imus. He engaged in combat with them until I, in 
person, reenforced him with 3 battalions and 3 guns. The enemy was com- 
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pletely routed, Hyiiis in tin' direction of Daawiarinas and San Franfisco. His loss 
in killeil wa.< liwge — -w of his dead were !irong]it to Dasmiiiiiia?! (;h!l^(^tl, The col- 
umn bivonacked on the DiiBiiiarina» road for the night. 'J'h;B momiiij^ 1 reetifrnx-ed 
the colnmii witli 7 i^oinpanieHand advanced and ocuniiiedDDSiiiiirinaR.Hmall bridies 
of the enemy resiKtin;; on the front and fianks. They had li killed :.nd 2 wounded 
broaglit to Desmarinfts ehnrch. (Jur loss so far, only -1 wontuterl, Vesteiviay wp 
had I killed and 20 wounded—all of the Fourth Infantry. The eni^my's main Ijody 
is now between here and Han Fraiiciisco. Dasinarinas has bnt few bouses, is snr- 
ronndeil by swiimjM. and is a long day's march fr<n» imus. Koad i in prac tit-able 
in bad weather. I will retni-n to Imos with my command to-morrow, unles.f otber- 
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ti-o()))swere retived fioui Iniiis, exi^ejil ihe Fmirfli Inriinti'A 
to()n of artillerv. 'I'he iMuirteeiitli iiifaoli'v and a iro«>l) of ejivi'drv 
were left to irai'risoii l!ie lowns of iJjieoor. [.'as I'iiias, and I'liJ'iiiiaqnc. 
Loeal iiHiijiei|)al frovrvninenls of a ]>riTnili\e ^'iiariK'ter weiv eslab- 
lislied. su|iei-vised by omeevr^ jo'eseiit io eomiiiaiMl of troops, itid the 
petipli-. ap|)areiilly well satislied, betook themselves to tlie plaittini>: of 
llieir I'iee and their formerly aeeiislouieil avocations. 

We Jiad thii.s. under eireiniistaiH-es whieli had been foi'ced iipoti lis 
\iy the deterininetl o))i)ositioii of the insiiv,i;rLils. enlari^ed onv lioklinjrs 
in thesoiiili by a etniwidprable aeqiiisilion of te)rit<jry wliicli was vitli- 
oitt sirate^ie i'lni'ortiiiiee. alllioiiifh ii imide oonlrofof the waters of 
Manila Hav less diflienll, as the e<iast was now in onr possession from 
the in'ovinee of ISataaii to the Tavile Peninsula, ex<-ep1in}r the sHulit 
liortion betwi-eii ISaenorand Novelet it on the south. ISut lliisoeeiipa- 
lion deprived iis of the aetive iiid of :i,,M"H) men for liehl movements 
when Iheir servi'^es al the north were iniporlaid. 

We were now busilv enivaficd in diseliartrinu over (iO ]ier eent of the 
enlisted met) of the artillerx- and inbuitrv jvsinieiits of (Ik- rcirnlar 
establishment, which had .joined ns ]>i'cvioiiH to [■■ebruary, and in 
In'in^'in;; iiilo .Manila and iivepariiiii I'or dc|)arture the volunteer ur<>:an- 
iKations. We had still in the Visa'vas ii,i>li() men anil in Luzon i?i;.000, 
of wh(nn moiv than •20.000 were for duly, but the Jntist of the voliinleei-s 
were noli eonsidei'ed available, exeenl [lossibl.vto meet wome unexpected 
emer^-encv. and before the eiul of ,1 idv n.oi'e than S.dOO of llieni Inid 
lieeii disehariLred or sailed foi' the I'nited States. Iheii- places beinjr in 

'The end ol' the inonlli' found us with -JUA-Jl enlisted men, of whom 
:2-'l,L'7:i were re]iorted for dutv, and of whom IH.niUl were in the island 
of ].t\-A»n. Aeli\e hostilities were maintained bv a eonlinued sei'ies 
i.f minor affairs, notwithstandinjr the uuparalleied heavv rainfall of 
4i; ineio's in a single nionlh. with an aceompaiiimeid of a number of 
severe typiioons. These aHairs occurred mostly on our railway line 
of comniunieation and at the north, and attended our enfieavor.s Io 
open the l.asrnna tie Ua\- countrv for iraliicwith Manila, for wliieli 
the inhalnlanls were pai'tienlarly desirous. Tiie latter efforts were 
not successful to any jjreat extent because of insurirent Uinds whieli 
appearetl at various points on the lake to secure the com tnereial advan- 
tages and the p.-rsislent labors of traders in ]\Ianila, either insurgent 
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sympathizers or seekei-s {who wei-e of varied niiti(inalitie^<) for iudi- 
vidiial gtiin, whom peciiuiary prolit influenced more Uiali conscience 
ou fear of pniilyhnient. It was found to be imixtssible t« hold iu sat- 
isfactory check contraband ti'a<le, and as for tlie rice an<l other articles 
of subsistence sent out of the city, it. was ascertaiHctl that the jri-eater 
portion of it found it« way to the insurgent troops. This ti'ade was 
therefor© again placed under restrictions, whicli are enfoi-ccd still. 
Tlie trooiJH rloing duty in the lake region were active. A disniountiid 
squadron of the Fourth Cavalry, under the <!oininand of Captain 
Mc<4rath, supplied with a launch and wiscoes as transpurlation, visited 
many points on the liifce and were received at tiincis with whit^i flags 
and the friendly <!enioustrat ions of the inlmi)itanlM and at times by 
thebulleisof tiu' insurgent troops, whom they invarialily di-ove into 
the interior, but who returned after our men departed. On July 20 
Calamba, which had been slsongly intrenched and supposedly fii'inly 
held, was captured bj' (ieneral Lawton's li-ooiis, consisting of the 
Twenty-iii-st Infantry, a scpiadron of the Fourth Cavalry, and a I>at- 
talion drawn fnnu the Washington regiment, all placed under the 
command of Brigadier-General Hull, with tlie loss in casuall ios of 3 
men killed and 11 wounded, Theinsiirgentsstoutly resisted, but, as it 
has always liappened in such cases, they experienced a costly discom- 
fiture. .Los Danos, the location of an expensive militarj' hospital 
erected by Spain, was also tiiken, and the two places art- still held by 
our troops, composed of a platoon of Light Hnttery F, l-'iftli Artillery, 
and the entire Twenty-first Infantry. Several attempts have )>een 
made to dislodge them by concentrated t'oi-ccs of the enemy, which 
have resulted in failure and severe x»<tiisiiriient. 

Our returns for August 31 showed a total Anny force present in the 
Philippines of 30,9<i;J otRcers and enlisted men, of whom more than 
3,500 were voWinteei-s awaiting shipment and men of the regular regi- 
ments aliout to Ik) dischaiged, and hence <;«uld not be reckoned among 
the availables. Of this total, twelve and a fraction per cent W(^ro sick, 
leaving i;7,18!) oftieci-s and men for duty. I>edueting therefrom the 
volunteers, there were left less than 24,000 ofiicer.s and men for duly, 
of whom 4,145 were absent in Johi, the Visiiyan IwiandM, and at CaviUs 
Ai-senal. Of the less than 20,(K>0 remaining for duty in Luzon, 2,li(M) 
belonged to the provost guard of the city of Miinila. l,;ion were on 
sv>eeial duty, 345 were in confinement, and nearly IKIO were memhers 
of the Hospital Corps, The fciree of active combatants outside of the 
city was therefore between i;[,O00 and 14,()00 men, of whom .5,(MK)wei'e 
re<piire<l to hold the Irmg line encirclingthesiime. We received from 
the United States in August I33 ofiicer.s and 4,:J47 enlisted men, con- 
sisting of an engineer eompanv, tli<( Nineteenth Infiiuti'v, in compa- 
nies of the Twenty-fcnirtli and Twenty-lirtli Infaril ry,' :.' troops of 
Fourth Cavalry, and l,l!t.T recruits fVir tlie various ri-giihir cu-ganiza- 
tions. 

The casualtif^s in killed and wounded anioug all I'nited Sliites t.r(M>ps 
in the Philiiipines from August 1, IS'.KS, in August ^il, IS!i!i, number 
\,U(X> and were, from the ptu-iod fi-oin August I to Febi'uary 4, which 
includes the capture of .Manila from the, Spnuiitrds, I eouiiiiissioned 
ofiieer ami IH enlisted men killed or faliiily wonmloii, 11 ollieers and 
!i7 enlistetl men wounded, but not fatally; and for i,he period rrom 
February 4, when the insurgenis declai'ed war against Hie United 
States, to August 31, 18!tH, l'.> oftieers and 342 cnlistwl men killed or 
who died of wounds received in battle and K7 ofiieers and 1,325 
enlisted men wounded. 
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The majority of tlie wounded have recovered. Only i enlisted men 
have been reported as eaptiiied in aetion. One hundred and Ke\'enty- 
«tglit irien dropped as deserters are still at large. Many of tliein- 
etscaped from the islands, but this desertion list includes men who 
absente*! tliemselves from their companies without permission and 
cai-<?lesHly wandered beyond our lines into the enemy's eonntry. 
TJiese possibly aggregate 30 oi- 40. A few men who had been dis- 
covered as former deserters from tlie Army again deserted dii-ect to 
the enemy, and some of tliem, it is rumored, hold commissions in 
Aguinaldo's forces. One officer, Captain Kockefeller, Ninth fiifan- 
try, is missing:;. While inspecting hia picket posts near Manila on 
the night of Ai)ril 20 he lost his bfeai-ings antl wandered away from 
his command. Search was made for him for two days by a detach- 
ment of his regiment, but unsuccessfully, and no satisfactorj- infor- 
mation has been re(!eived concerning him, althongli reiieated incjuiries 
in various directions have been miwle. Deaths from accident for the 
thiiteen months ending August 31, 1809, af^i'egat<' 5 oflicei-s and !H 
enlisted men, of which 58 resulted from drowning and 11 suidde. 
Th»»se drowned were mostly engaged in reeonnoissance duty at the 
time and lost their lives in attempts to cmss rivers swollen by heavy 
rainfalls. Deaths from disease numlier 12 officers and 42(J enlisted 
men, of wlioni ItO died of vai'iola, 120 of typhoid fever, and 7:i of dys- 
entciy. Tlierefore the total loss by deaths from battle and disease of 
tlie Eighth Army forjis in the PJiilippines for the thirteen months 
ending August 31, 18!W, was 37 commissioned offieci-s and S79 enli.sted 
men, and the total of deaths and casualties of every description, slight 
wounds included, numbered 141 among commissioned officei-s and 
2,2(18 among enlisted men. 

Duiing the entire period covered by the foregoing general recital 
of the strictly military operatitms of the troops in (hese islands, the 
varied subjects arising in civil administration, the settlement of 
affaii-s between Spain and the I'nit-ed States, and the ant-a^onislic 
individual interests connected with trade and commerce gave constant 
pei'plcxity and recinired unremitting laboi-, 'When the armed insur- 
gents had been dnven away fnmi the vicinity of AlanJla, the inhab- 
itants ()f Manila asked for some sign of American expressed intention 
in iniiTiguratiiig its Filipino government. We had control of nearly all 
of the province in which the city is situated, and it was believed for a 
time thai we could with safety set h]> a i)rovincial governorand re\'ive, 
to a ced«in extent, the ffirmerly enforced civil regulations with which 
the people were, acquainted, amending them so tJiat reported past 
abuses eoidd not Ik- practiced. Tlie organixation of a civil govern- 
ment for Manila was also taken v.uder advisement, but consenative 
])rcciuilion indi<'atcd that such action might be alt^.'ndcd with risk, 
e.s[ieciHll\- as to proi>erty, for the i)opulation was becoming very dense, 
and iimch of it of a tloaling character, and needed close watching and 
a measurable degreeof repression. Manila is now and for some time 
has been looked upon by the natives as the only safe refuge in Luz<m, 
and unless those seeking it for an abiding place were restrained num- 
bers would soon l)eeoine too gi-eat to caiTj' out necessary sanitai-y 
measures for the presei-vation of the public health and ijossibly to 
enforce the required public i-egtdations for the public safety. No 
correct census of the city's population has ever been taken and none 
has Iwen attempted for several years. Estimates vary widely. Con- 
servative people place it under 400,000 and some educated and prac- 
tical Filipino residents report it as high as 000,000. The majority 
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1. In eaoii town there will be a iiiuiiiciiml council, comiKiseil of a president and 
as many representatives or lieailinen as tlien^ loiiy be wards or barrios in the town, 
which shall be charged with the maintenance of public order and the reanliition 
ot municipal affairs in partiunlars hereinafter named. It will fonnnlate rnlee to 
govern its ^es^iotis and order of business connected tlterewith. and l>y majority 
vote I to be determined hy the president in ease of a tie) will, through the adoption 
ot ordinances or decrees, to be e.tetmted by the i>re.sident. administer the munici- 
pal government: bnt no ordinance or decree shall be enforced until it receives the 
approval of the commanding officer of the troojw there stationed. 

3. The president shall be elected by a viva voce vote of reMi<lents of the town, 
approved by the commanding officer, and. together with the lieadiuen or rejire- 
sentatives of the oonncil. shall hold office for one year. He sliall Ih; ot native Inrth 
and pavetitajfe and 
shall be elected by a 
reside and own proii 

y. The president s! 
decrees" issued for the following purposes, ^ 

To eKtablish a police force. 
■ To collect taxes and license fees, to act as treasurer of public funds, and to make 
disbursements on warrants of the conncil. 

To enforce regulations relating to traffic and the sale of spirits, to esbiblish and 
regulate markets, to inspect live stock and record transfers and brands of the 

To perform the duties formerly belonging to the lieutenant of the paddy fields. 

To enforce sanitary meapure«. 

To establish schools. 

To provide for lighting the town. 

4. The senior headman, or one designateit by the conncil. shall be vice-president 
of the same, assistant to the president, and shall be ex officio lieutenant of piilicc. 

'i. The headman of a ward is the delegate of the preslilent for that ward: shall 
take measures to maintain order, andHhall have power to appoint two iiSMst: nits. 

6. The contK^ilshail haveno jurisdiction iucivih-ases.bnt on the applicationof par- 
ties in intei'est and their agreement in writing to accBi't the awaril of tlie council, 
it shall hear and decide ca.ses involving proiwrty not e.vceeiUng in valne S"i(IO. 

7. In criminal matters the president, representing the council, shall make the 
preliminary examination and, iiccnr<Ung to the result, discliarge the ]>riKoner or 
transfer him Immediately to the custody of the militai'y authorities for trial by 
provost court. 

5. Thelieutenant of police may arrest or order the arrest of persons violating a 
city ordinance, disturbing the pe;ice, or accused of crime: but no person shall lie 
held in conlinement longer tiian twenty-fonr honrs without a preliminary esami- 
natior, and no person shall be arre.sted for nonpayment of taxes or for debt. 

!l. The president shall render to the council during the first week of each month 
a certified account of collections under efich ta.>L, and of diaburaeiiients made dur- 
ing the preceding month. Said accounts, having been approved by the (louncil, 
shall be forwarded, with vouchers, to the commanding officer of the troops, who 
shall make and retain a certified copy thereof. 
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10. Special ap|)ropriHtions shall requiie a unanimous vote of the uoimcil; regular 
disbuTHBrnenta may Ite made by ordinary deciee on a majority vole, 

11. Whenever the commanditJgoffiL-er of troops shall notify, in writiQ^;. thecoun- 
cil that in Ills judjrment a deoree issued under subilivision IJ is inadeqnutely 
executed, or shall make any other criticism or recominendfttfon. the council will 
convene as sooa thereaft<.'r w* practiccible to consider his communication and shall 
make written reply tiiereto, which reply, if he deem it iuauHlcTeut. he shall for- 
ward, with his rem^iTks. thi'ong'h military ch:miiels tn tbese headiiDHrters. 

la. Till' foregoing provisions, tentative in cliaracter, are subject to amendment 
by enlnrgement or curtjiilmi'nt, as special couditions or development may make 
necessary. 
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exiifuislive resciircli. Ti 
ried to siilficieiit LMiiiiplct 
modi ticat ions and tmn'ga 
apiK'iiitiiiciit ol' ceHaid 

Onu'U]\V':lT,iv<U.vhTma,' 

advoi-iile's di'|)arl.iii(.'iil., wcro duly issued, as follow 



OFfUT. U. S, Mii.iTAUv Govi.;i(x<,it is tuv. 

Pllll.U-PlSF. I^I.ANf.S, 

Manil", IK I.. Min, .".>, IH:>!>. 

I. Chapter ;i. title 3, of the Organic Royul Decree of .Tannat'y 't, 1801. prescrib- 
ing the gualificiitions of appointees to colonial jmlicial oMuo, ia. in its application 
to jndiciiil appointmiints in the Philippine IsJnnds, lierelij- anspended. 

II. The supreme court of the Pliilippine Islands (ainlienrla territorial), here- 
tofore administered in the city of Manila, the eserciae of wliose jnrisdiction has 
been suspended aa to criminal alfiiirs sin<« Aiittnst IH, 1H1)S, and as to i-ivil afEairs 
since January !MJ. iy»li, ia hereby reeataiilished and will e.ierdse the jaris<liction, 
civil and criminal, which it possessed prior to Angnst Ui, 1808. in so far as com- 

{latible with the supremacy of the United States in said islands, and will ndmiu- 
Bter the laws recognized as continuing in force by proclamation from these 
headquarters dateil August 14. IfiOa. except in so far as they iiave been, or may 
hereafter be. modified by authority of 'the United States. 

III. The followinft appointments are anniiuiiced: 
President (presidente). D. ('ayetano Arellano. 

Prefiident (presidentey. D. Manuel Araullo. 

Associate justices (magistrados), D. Grofjorio Araiieta, Lifut. ('ol. E, H, Crow- 
der, judge- advocate, U. S. V. 

CRIMINAL BltANCH (SAL.i TIC IX> CRIMINAL). 

President (presidente), D, Eaymundo Melliza. Associate .iustices (maj{istra- 
dos), D. Ambrosio Rianzares, D. Jjilio Llorente, Maj. K. W. Yonnj;, Utah Vol- 
unteer Light Artillery, Capt. W. B. Birkhinier, Third U. S. Artillery. 

ATTORNEYS (MINIMTSKIO FISOAI.). 

Attorney of the snpreme couri (fiscal de la audieneia territorial), D. Florentino 

Assistant attorney (teniente fiscal). D. Dionisio Chanco. 

The appointment of subordinate officials of this court will lie announced later. 

IV. The supreme court as above constituted will meet npon the call of its presi- 
dent at the earliest practical date for the pnqios^e of organization and for the 
fonnnlation of such recommendation a relating to its procedure under United 
States authority aa may be deemed by it advisable. 

The officera herein named and all others who may be appointed hereafter to act 
■~ any capacity in connection with the administration of courts of justice in these 



I, , having been appointed in the Philippine Islands, recog- 
nize and accept the supreme authority of the United States of America. And I do 
solemnly swear that 1 will maintain ^ood faith and fidelity to that Government; 
that I will obey the existing laws which rule in the Philippine Islands, aa well aa 
the legal orders and decrees of ttie duly constituted government therein; that I 
imjMJse npon mj-self this voluntary obligation without any mental reservation or 
purpose of evasion, and will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office 
upon which I am about to enter. So help me God. 
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The j)!escribeil o.ath may be administered by the judge of the provost court of 
Manila, or by such other officers as Jiiay be de.-itgDiiteil lor that ynrpose by proper 
authority. 

By coLQm:md of Major-General Otis: 

T'lOMAS H, Bahhy, 



(ii:Ni:i!ALOK]>KliS, } OFnCi; U. S. -MIUIARY U-'UKliNOH IS TKK 

- FiiiLifi'iNE Islands. 

No. ~>0. ) Miii.H,., P. I.. .}>,.„■ -:.. i.sun. 

The lourts of first instance of the province of Manila aiul the courts of the jjeace 
heretofore held in tlif city of JIaiiila. P. I., are hereby rfestabl; shed and will exer- 
cise the jurisilicHon, civil anil criminal, poasi'ssed by them prior to August 13, 18!)8, 
in so far a-s compatiliie with the supremacy of the United Stales in the PEiilippine 
laJands aiid the e.-ieniBe of military government therein, and will admiiiisttr the 
laws recognized us continuing in force by prochimation from these headtjnarters 
dated Aiiga-st II. ISlt8. e.^cept in so far as these hiws have been, or hereafter may 
be, modified by iintbority of the I.'nited Stiitfr:. 

The di virion of the province of Manila into the four judicial districts of Binondo, 

, Tondo. tjniapo. and Intramuroa, aa such diatricts existed prior to August 1^. ISOS, 

is continued. The territorial jurisdiction of the justice of the jieace in each of 

these di.slricts shall be coextensive with that of the court of first instance therein. 

Tilt! following ajipoinlmeiits are announced for courts of first instaBce; 

UISTURT Of BIXO.NDO. 
Judgo, D. Antonio 3Ia,iarr'.'i-i: ilisti'ict attorney, D. Perfeito Uabriel. 

DlsTlill.T OF TONDO. 
Jiid^'e, D. Bitsilio Eegalado Jlapa: district attorney. D. Jose Ner. 



JuJ^'e. D. Hipolito Magsalini district attorney, D. Vic 

lUSTUlCT OF L\TR.1MUH0'^. 



IIJSTUICT OF Bl.NONDO. 

Justice of the peace, D, -Jose M. Memije; substitute, D. Ramon Manalac Alberto. 



Justice of the peace, D, Pedro Ricafort; substitute, D. Ignacio Ver de la Cruz, 
Justice of the pence, D. Martiniano Veloso; substitute, D. Claudio Gabriel, 



Justice of the peace, D. Jose Martinez Quintero; substitute, D. Jose del Castillo. 

The following appointments in the supreme court of the Philippine Islands are 
hereby announced: 

Secretary of civil branch. D. Roman Eapiritti. 

Secretary of criminal branch, D. Ramon Fernandez. 

Assistant attorneys, D. Tomas Q. Del Rosario, D. Antonio Constantino. 

Secretary of the bacalia, D. Bartolome Eevilla. 

The secretaries oC the court above appointed ahall receipt to Lieut. Col. E. H. 
Crowder, judge-advocate, U. S. V., for records and property pertaining to their 
respective branches of the court. 
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The division of tlie citjjunl province of Maiiilii info two districts for tlie purpose 
of registering titles to property, as such districts existed prior to August V.t. IH08, 
is coutirmed, and the follovrinyr appointTneutaof respstrars for the same ainionnced; 

Registrar for the north district. D. Siiuplicio del iiosario. 

Eeyistrar for the south distrii't, D, Frauciaco Orti^'iis, 

By command of Mfljor-(ji'iiei';il Oti^: 

T[ID\I.\S H, B.MtliY, 

A.''.-:iyUn.t Afl,i"hu-l-(lciicinl. 



GusKRAi. Orl'Kks, 1 Ol-fkt: U. B. Military Guvehnor in the 

No. ?-.;. \ M'u.iUi.P. 'l.'.J'iilVr.'.'isnu. 

I. The supreme CO art of the Philippine Isbinds and the conrts of first in sfci nee 
and of the peace for the province of Manila, reestablished in General Orders Nos- 
20 and 31, current series, this office, are announced as open and in the esereise of 
their juriRdiction, civil and criminal, on and after Wednesday, Juue ^I, 1801). The 
sessions of the supreme court will he held in the bulMing knonii .is the -' audlen- 
cia:" th<we of the courts of first instance and of the poaoi' in the building known 
as the "Casa de la Moueda,'' Inti'amiiros. 

II. The jurisdiction of the courts si)ecified in Paragraph 1 of this order, and of 
other civil courts which may hereafter l>o reestabliihed, shall not exti.'nd to and ■ 
inclnde crimes and offenses, committed by either citizens of or persons sojourning 
within the Philippine Islands, which are prejudicial to military administration 
and discipline, except by autiioritj' siwcially confen-ed by the military goveraor. 
Jnrisdiction to try and award iinnishment in the class rif <:a.ses designated remains 
vested in provost courts, courts-iuartial, or military commissions. 

By conim;ind of Major-Gen era I ',)tiis: 

ThiosiAS H. Baruv, 

■J'lii's*.. .iv.lci'.s w.^i-c r.illowcd hy ollicrs iib(.li,sliLiis,' iisi-l.-ss ollic-s aiul 
mytlKxTs (if ])n)cwlui-(i, presci'iltiiij;' riilt;,s uiLtlcr wlii<'li iill(ii-in>ys cmilil 
he ailiiiitlod to practicf^ in [ndlirif? in Tur-w iiit iiKii-inlcd n-Jlui'la! law, 
jiiid anii'Hiticms; tlie ii;)|»iiiiliiiciil <i\' milaj'ics and otliLM' vm\v\ uliii'ci's. 
'J'he coiii'l ol' tlic aiHl<;n<'ia look iij. al oni-t- iniliniwiicd liiisiiicss and 
t.helicaniit,'aiMldc..-idiimora|ipoal.-ivilvaas>>s. li lias work. -d iadns- 
ti-ioiislv iind (!otiS(-ioMtiii(islv iindoi' ihc aMc Iradci'sliip of llic ].rrHi- 
dciil,aiid I donbt if aiivfi.rnH^r I'hilipj.inc liilaiaal lias I'vcr displaved 
equal Icji-al abdilv. Sorao fficlimi alien. I(-<I llic running of iI.li nnii.>i- 
couKs, wliiHi liiis Wx-» ■rically tiHliK'cd and lias alioiil ccas.-.l nridi^r 
Hpeciiil provisions oi iirdcrs issiii'd lo lai^cl vai'viiijr I'l'n.iilions. TIU! 
.jiu'iHtlicliiHi and puiiisliiii<i jinwiM* .if l)ic snpcfior jirovosl .■iinri lias 
been exlfinU'il to lacol cases .il' frand in\olviiiff I he pidilir n-v.-mn-. 
All oEtlK'.s« IribtLiials liav.- sm-<-co.lcd in accomplisiiin^Mlic i.hj.-.'ls for 
which tlicv were cslablishrd hevoiid my .-\|.i>.'lal i.in, and will, I am 
convimred, hiv l.he fonn.lati.in upon whiHi lo build an al>l.> and satis- 
fael-ory jiidi(;iarv for tin' islands wjii'ii [ica^T shall siU'.-i-r.i «ar. 

Twoof thethi-fedvilian nicnilKii-s of Ihc so-ralh'd p.^a.T .■oniiiiission, 
■w-hidi Avas appoiiilod caHv in Jannarv. arriv.^d .ai Marcli :,, ;ui.l Iho 
third, Coloind I)ridiV,ori April l', livodavsafL-r oni' lnin|.sli;id mlcivd 
thGinsin-;;i-n1 ■■a]>ilalof Mah.lns. 'I'liclirsl au-.-l ia^■^^a^ lu'ld ini .Mar.-h 
20, wlifri an or-'an j>;al ion was.'lIVrIrd an. 
dent, W.'linniian, was rcqii.-sl.'d to in-i'pai-i 
Ijeojdis, to 111' issut'd as a inoclaiaali.ai. '■Npri>ssi\e of llic .li'siivs and 
iiitf-ntionsof tin- I'nilud Sl;ib-s (iov.TiiiiKMil in lakiny; .'onlrolor UK- 
islands. Tltis li.' did, and Ihi; iiajici' which In- siibsc<ini'nlly prvs<-nt<id 
waK pronoiine<'(i excelienl in tone and teianw an. I niosl. adininiljly 
indicative of the liberal and hiiniaiie i>oliev which it was understood 
by all that the Umte<l States intended to a(hii)t. It was niiaiiiinuiisly 
decided to print, publish, xtost, and disseminate as much as possible 
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anion;? tin' ijih!i,l)it;iiils uiuli'i* iiisiii'^i'iiiit iluiiiiiiiitinii Uut 
inK 1 lie SiUtie in tlio l■:M^^isll, Spanisli, iiml Tii^mIo I;i 
wa«<l..(ie,litH H.-aivch liiKi il lic-n |.ostoil in Manilii tw 
bpfoi-.' it was so t.ifu am! mul ilali-.l as to h,- iLnrcco-ti 
fcrol the sjiiiic fall' nslhc |>rocliiiiiiitioii of Jaiiuaiv t, ■ 
,li:t iuitl 111 of tliis i-f|.oi-t; Init il [irodiii-eil a aiiirkr.l 



byilsproniisi'sc 


oiiMllu-vlf 


assuM'ji ihalCon.iiivss wonld ivil.'fi.i Ificin. 


Tliis cotiiinissiii 


.., will "prul 


■laiilv vcrv soon i'<'iioi'l its (iriH'i'i'ilin;.'s, 


i(iv<'sli}ialiiiiis.(' 


oli.-hlsiniis. 


aintVi.commr'n.lalions, if it has m.l ahva<lv 


<1(.TU> so. 'rhoiii 


-Il a iii.-aibf 


r. I f..nii.l il iiNi).wsil)I.MoaIl<-]Hi nianvof 


ilsH..ssioiis, ami 


: aia i^iiHii'iii 


It <if t!n-sco|,eor iiiii'ti<-iilars..f its laliofs. 


Ksin.milKTS, cs 


IK'i-iallv Col 


oiK'l Donl.y and I'n.fcssor Woiri-sl.-f, wito 


i-ciiiiiiiied lnTc 1 


iiili) lln-ii' V. 


fvy riTfin rcrjill, "ere of un-al assislaiH-e 


ill slivafrllK^itiii! 


,;1lie (■■nifiilf 


■lU'cof onrnalivi'iVii'iids Jii Uio pi-oniisvs 


;ui<l ^'<ind iiiU'iil 
ami ai.lcd iiic ii 


ions of {\h- 


rnilo.l Stiilfs Willi M'traiil to the i-oiiniiy, 
■ liy cmiiisel aiul liy llicii- iincsiiyations of 


pracli<'al suli.jrr 


Is wlnrli we 


!■!■ |ircst-n1c(l lor lU'iiTiniiiiitioii. 


Tl„. sUipau-m 


of Spanish 


iirisonci-s of war was laken np in earnest 



Icinir.! ai-unu'iit was indnlgi'd in as to 
ions whivii iiiiisl dvlcrmine ownf^ship. 
H^lils ,.i aiaiiv priviuo cili/.cns who had 
sli iiinids of a hiti- issue, which liail been 
lo iiad deposited with the Spanish Cov- 
s fill' the pei'I'oi-iiianee of obligations 
greeiiient hoards of otlieei'n to eoiisiOer 
I or on wliieli a(iiai:;onistie ophiioti was 
i-esidenl anihoi-ities of the two nations 
lin.L; a speeial lii|nidation eoniniiltee of 



A b<ijii-(l of ofRciTH, to ciiiisist of Mnj. C'hiii'les MfClnre. ciiief paymaster of the 
department; Miij. <.;. U. Giintcnbein. Sucoiid Oreftoii, U, S. ^^. ami Second Lieut, 
M. A. Hilclreth. First North Dakota. U. S. V., is herehy aiii'Oiuted to meet and 
confer with a committee luimeil by his excellency Division General Diejto de los 
Rioa y Nlcalan, Spimiuli army, for tlie pnriiose, as stated, of dearins the licconntH 
of the SiMtuish Giiremment in the Philiiininea. The bc«rd will determine upon 
some definite foursi! of procedure by which th« Spanish comuiitteo can have 
access to all records and ilotruments now in imssespion of the United States author- 
ities which it may desire to coiianit, and will arrange therefor. No property or 
records can be delivere<l until the proposed Ireaty I'eceives validity through rati- 
ficittion. and the lioard will continue its sessions anticipating that event when 
definite insti'uctions lookinif to a settlement of pnbtiu affairs, judicial and execu- 
tive, eiin be conveyed. The hoard will ascertain luily the deKiresof the committee 
as to the nature and full extent of its desired action and give it every possible 
facility consistent witli the present statns of affairs. 
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Memlicrfsiiip in tliis hojivd ivas I'n'ijiii'iilly 
geneies of service. All of tin? ori.^iiial iiieni 
relitvcd jiikI substitution iiiiuic, I.ifiilciiiitit- 
plaeeot: Maim- Mi-Cliiiv. ati-l th.- f.inu.T, ar 
abilirv. who dii-d in Si-[)I.MiiiH'r. w;ts sik-ccciU 
Ilnll.oriiic iii.l-('-ailv..<';it('-.s.lc|.arlMii.iil.l]n 
TlKMinlicsiir iIh' l.oar(iaroa],inM;K'liinuc-oii 
can iH- iliss..lv..-d s„on. Il was finiiKJ iicc- > 
tu<k'ofncli<.]i,aii(l on A[>n! :.':.' it was rnipov 
anil take tesiimony ill tnall{'i'siivei-wlii<'l[ il v 
jui'isiliction. ('idler by Wii vol' iiivfsti.iralion or 
of in'Opcrtv i-ii;lits iipoTi which am'ccniciils ci 
it'tViTcd for iaslriK-Iionw. TlH'\aiir.> iiii|><a 
iiiitteLl to Wavliiiinloii for aulhoiilalivo ,icr 
of the inf;tiiiiij;..r tin- trcalv ]]ro\ isioiis w;is i 
n rule for fuliirc li'iiidautic. The ;H-(-oui].aa 





viiiiT to einer- 
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K'l >iil< 


;>v taking the 


•IM' of 


vvyy marked 


l.iouli 


'naitl-Colrincl 


, I'l-suH 


iiiL;sviiioritv. 


'III. aii< 
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reached were 
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■se were siib- 
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euasl ruction 


led, Wll 
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1ml nol ihe 


e.vliaiislivi! ot 


1 all suhjeci 


At an earl\ 


■dalelherc' 


had ohiained 


and weie •>] 






praiiiisi'd in 1 


hose I'ollec-i; 


boMi insnrgei 


Ills loid I'll 


cluirns fixim 1 




loss, dan.afr<s 


or relelili.i 


the insiirgeiil 


s or our 1 roi 


ailjiislcd aad 


]iaid from 


<(in's!ioiis of 


Icjral oliliyin 



Speo.m. Orders, I Oirici-; L'. S. Minit.vuy Gi>vi-:itN.ai i\ the 

No. 3. f PiuLii'i'iM-; Isr.ANiw. 

Mnuilo, I'. I., Ai,ril W, IMt: 

A board of officers is liereby aiipointed to cojisidfir and p;iss upon such claims 
against the United Slates tTOvetnin''iit. preferred hy pjirties resident or otherwise 
in the Philippine Islands, and in'ising by reaso7i of United Btatea w^cupntion, as 
may be submitted to it from this oltice for invest i^iil ion and opinion, it will be 
guided in its decisions hy tlie rules of interpretutlon inlopted by this office in its 
j)ast consideration of demands of this nature, iu so far as they be at)itli<M.ble to 
circumstances and conditions. The iKiai-d will meet to-morrow, the tilth instant, 
at 10 o'clock a. ra.. or as soon thereafter as practiciible, at the office of the jndge- 
advocate of the Department of the Pacific, for the pnrpose of oi'^aniaation and 
fixing upon methoas of procedure to goreru its deliberations; and thereidtor it 
will hold its sessions at BuchtimcB and plaeusas the iiresidiiijiofiicer may announce: 

Diitiiil fin- the hi'i lyt.— hieat. Col. E. H. Crowdoi". juiitfe-ailvociite, U. S. V,; 
Maj. C. U. Gantenliein, Second Oregon Voluiitt«r Infantry: (.iapt. H. A. Greene, 
Twentieth United States bifantry: Capt, J. G. Uallanec, Twenty-swrond United 
Statps In Ian try. 

By cnmmand of Jlajor-fieneral Otisr 

TmiM.\S H, BAliliY, 

A.''.'<M.u-l Mji'l'ml-Oriirral. 

Membership in thifi board has been <dian,tr<Ml o''caKionally as cireniii- 
stianees CfHnjHdled, bid llie soiioi' member is slill wrvinjf iiiereoii. It 
fonmilatod and published rules to yoxcrii lis proceedings and foi' 
the inforiniitioii of all ])ersi)ns who desired to sabinil <>laiiiis and by 
whieli they were to be guided in tbepj'eparation and submission of tli'e 
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Hixlv-foLir >M\ 
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ii£,'aj;ed in 
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eV 


nitetl Sliile 
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ei'sof pal.'nlsaiid co])yrighls is 
iiifr direi'lioiis weiv published: 

I. Tlio offices of jiatcuts. of copyrifilits. and of traile-marka. heretofore adniiuia- 
tereil as seiiarate l)ureim of tlie ■■ Direcoiou-lleiieritl de A<liiiinistracion Civil.'' are 
hereby emisohdateLl into a single office, to bo hiiowii as the Office of Pateiitfi. Copy- 
rialita, rtnil Tvude-marKii. and plact'd in cliaise of Ciipt. George P. Ahern. Ninth 
tJ. S. InEHntry. who will receipt to fliu Spanish antlioritiee t'oi' all i-ecorda. docu- 
ments, and property pertaiiinig tliereto. 

II. Tlie diitica ennoiued in L^coliir No. i2. division of cnstoina and insular 
affairs, in rcrei-enco to the filiuR here of patents iiiid tTade-marlfs iasned in the 
United yt;itea anil duly rey;i>itered in tlie United States Patent (,)ffife,ftiid flill duties 
whicii. nndiT the laws rrfating to patents, copyrights, and trade-murks applicable 
to the Philippines, yertaiueil to the ■■ Direotor-Gt'neval de Administracion Oivil " 
and Ills suliordl nates, are hereby devolved upon the officer in charge of the office 
of iiateiits. copyrights, and traile-inarka above designated: all matters of adtiiinis- 
tration arising in that office which, under those laws, reijuired the action of any 
higher authority than the '■ Director-General fie Administi'acion Civil "will t» 
forwarded for consideration and action to the office of the United States military 
governor in the Philippines. 

III. So much of Article 'i7 of the royal decree of October 30, 1888. regulating the 
concession and use of trademarks, aa reiiutres reference to the Real Sociedad 
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ir reaistra _-, 

,, , already 

in use or are the ptoperty of third persons, is her<?l)y suspended. 

Tlio lnLsiiK'ss of Ihis 'iiirwni liiis liet'ii iu-live, rcniiiiiiif;- IIk! work <.f 
an iriferprolcr nui] two .■j<'rks irndfi- llic <'(.iis|a(it NiL|K'iviMi<m ol' Cip- 
tairi Ahem. I1 iv'-iiiiivH liiiii to .■olicct and tilr all foi'iin-r Sii^.nisli 
[-('.■onlH.ibUiiiuLhl.-oii tliissuhieL-l.sotiK'orwiii.'li U ,M o ki'pl ijl Sjmill, 
niul now tlio ..llici' is i-imiiirii,' smuotlil\ (■oiniuiral ivrlv. Kv.-rv mail 
from the I'TiiWil Slales l.rimiM i)iaii\ (rcilili.-.i ]>atciils iuj' lilc, anil Uie 
exacted fee of ^1 foi- liliiiy.' \\u>n- tliaii |.avs tin' ofliee (.xjicnscs. 

In Manila and a few other eitics where our 1 roi.jjs are slalioiied 1o 
giveiniiahilaiils i.roteelioii .schools have lieet, esl;ihli.slied, I'ai-enls 
and (.-liildreii arc eauet- for |.riinary-schuiil iii.sl rncl i..n aad are vci-v 
desirous lo aciini'''^ *i speakinji knowledge "f tin- Kiip:lish larifinafie. 
Ill the eilv .jf Manila more than r,,i:m ehildren ai-c alloiHliiij; these 
sehools, whieh are iiiainlaine<l al a cost of nearly WjiKU Mexican dol- 
laifi a nioiilli. Instrnetors are di'nwn Croat the forttier Spanish ami 
Filipino teachers, auf^menlcd liv Airiericaus. some of whom arc dis- 
(■hHi-!.-ed men from volunteer orwiai/.at ions an-i some from those who 
eann? loihe ishunls on aeeoiinl of inillvidual desire. The siiperin- 
tentlenl is a former solilier who had (-(msid.-rahh. e.\|ierience in this 
pnifossion in the I'niled Stales. .Many apiilii'alions for posifiijiis as 

who, if llie references fin-niriied eaa l.e relied Oil! would remicr valital.le 
serviee here, hul it will rc(|uire lime lo lirmlv cslahlisli Ihis educa- 
tional ]ihiiit. 'I'iie hi^'her edncalion which the islands have liilherto 
eiijoveO, as well as thai of a minor chai'aeler, lias liccn enlireh- utHier 
the eontrol of the j'elij;ious orders and lias cenlered in Manila. The 
Dominican order, rich in landed estates a.e<|iiired llij'ou-h a series of 

inone'v c.mtril.nlions, and dccrei-s when file ediiealional lield was 
entirelv in the |io,ssession of llie .-lerjrv, ami sei/iiij!: on hv ilesirees lo 
the e<ln<'alional inslilulions and seientilin .schools or-:anized liv Iho 
Jesuits iiiuler rnval proleelion and conducted with fumis from iii.li- 
vidiial le.stators aTler that <a-der had lieen driv<ui from the islands, 
bum ii|. liie Tniversitv of .Manila and irraduallv inc.u')>orated in it 
these .Tesiiit fonndalimis. Ureal elTorl was made to se\er them from 
Doniiniean authority liy reeeiil Spanish slatesateii of advanced ideas, 
but without sue<-ess, and now tlie leadiiit; Kilijiinos demand that sev- 
erenee and a veHirn ti) Stale sn|>crvision. Much lime and lahiu' in 
historieal resean^li has l>een ex|>euded liy Lientenaiit-Coloael l'row(h'r 
of the lawdeparl.menf. in tlu>, inveslif,m'tioii of Ihese Tna11<>is, and his 
able reports of past and jivesenl condilions and lejial eoneiusions 
doi-ived therefrom has so |>resented " ' * .... 

can be taken in some instan<'cs and I 
Ai-ehbisliopot' -Manila, who, I am infoi 
can ovdet", has soi-vcd parole notice 
suchaetion and lias been invited to su 
III our last allusion to flie Sulii Ar( 
22:!)that the oewupation of .lolo liy 
friendly felatioiis established iiei.we- 

Moms placed affiiirs there in a \ery saiisiact.ory eonilHion lor lui.iiro 
negotiations, which were {-otidiicted !iy liii;iadier-(ieneral liates. The 
islands of the arolii])elago, that of Jiasilaii, and ihiym'. of i'alanan and 
Balabac, were localities of eoneern. In I'aiauan, iviiere Spain main- 
tained a resident governor and to which she had transiiorted some of 
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iiiiiiial^i, il)('T;ig;tl<. iiiid siiccot'defl. 'Iln- Spanish ^'Ovenior 
iniivh'n'd ;mii all i»ns<ni.>m iT-lcasfd. M JJalaliJic a vovy 
lighl-himsf' liaii bcoii cutaMislu'il, which was Jtwi^ssnry to 
Tiaviuiilioii oT th(]s<' waters. A1 liasilaii a naval station of 
■taiicf had hwu huiH up. Oar Navv loiikL-.l afl.'v all mat- 
ted with tli(- i'alaiiaii Islamis in solar as kceiiin^' affairs 
HTk \u'iv I'lin.^onicd: )vcslabli>iied 1 lie li^ilit al IJalal.ac, 
d dis|),'i-.scd and dri\,.ii off witli loss an atlai-kinir parlvoE 
I wlK-i-oi! k.-qi^a siiuilld<.-ia<-liKiciit..f lucti, amlhas cl.JsWy 
isilaii iiiid lli<- near <-\\v xi Zai]d».an-a. CoJidilioiis iiiav 

fnirji iii>t]ii.'tiotis !x]\<-n oii.liih :; .iii.i II ti. (it-nei'al iJatcs, 
ill 1o the Siihi Air!iiiJi-la;;o 1o pniiiose Ici'dk of ;i!.>Tocnicnt 
■S who had bfvonic vorv iiiiiiorl uiiaie In 1»- inluriiH'd -d' tho 

oiifo.-i-ii|>atioiiof tlu' islands, and lo (.■x|ilaiii i nilod .-^lati'S 



Gen. J. ('. Bates, U. H- V.. 

Mif.iilu. l: I. 

G-KNEiur.: 1(1 coniiiliiince with orders this day issiipd directing yon to proceeil to 
the Join Archipelftfifo. thiTtt to execute siiec;ific instrnL'tionB to be coi»muDiciite<:1 by 
rlip (leiiJii'tiuciit comiiijinder. yon will iirncei'd as poon as practicable to tbe United. 
States military station of Jolo. on tlie ishinil of that nc.ine. ami there iilnce your- 
self ill cKiiimiiiiicatioii with the Sultim of Jolo. who is lielii'ved to be tit Miassi, 
where he was sojimviiinK when the laat inforiiuitioii ci)nceriiiii<r hnn was received. 

You are hereby jiiii>oiiited and constituted an a^nt on the part of the United 
Statics military atithoritiea in tlie Phihpimies to discnss. enter into negotiatiims, 
and perfect, if possible, a writtpu agreement of character and scoiie 119 herein- 
after esplftine4l, with the Snitan, which npon aii]irovKl at these headijnarterK ancl 
conliriiiarion by the supreme executive authority of the United States, will pre- 
scribe and control the future relatinns. Bociid and politiciil. between tbe Unite J 
States QovoTnuient and the inhaliitiints of tlie art hipela^. Tbe written memo- 
randu herewith furnished you. which mention cursorily and verj- briefly the pjist 
political atatris and reient history of those people in so' far as their domestic and 
politit-al relations Tvith other nations iire concerned; which present BnffRestiona 
and recoiiiuiendatioiiB, contained in the reniarks and siiecnlutious of persons who 
have l)ei'n iiersonally aciituiinted witli them, as to the proiier policy of control or 
sux>crvision which Mionld be adopted by the United Stutps in its dealings with 
their native antboriti^a: which give tbeexti'nt and resultsof contact and relation- 
ship with them thus far developed on the part of the United i^tjites through its 
military agency establiaheil in the port of Jolo, will enable von to understand the 
character and difficulties ot the labor with which you are rhnrjied. 

By reference to these meniorimdnynn will perceive that in yonr discussions with 
the Sultan anil his datos the iitiestion of SDverei^nty will be forced to tbe front, 
ami they will nndoubtedly rciinest an esiiressioii of opinion thereon, as they eeem 
to be impressed apparently with the lielii'f that tbe recent Spanish authorities 
with whom they were in relationship have transferred Inll Bcvereignty of the 
islands to thcni. The question is one which admits of easy solution, legally con- 
sidered, since by the terms of treaties or protocols between Wpain and EuropcHn 
iwwers (those referred to in the memoranda) Spanish sovereignty over the archi- 

Sielago is conceded. Qnder the agret-ment between Spain aiKl the Snitan and 
latoa of July. ISTS. the latter acknowledti:ed Spanish sovereignty in tbe entire 
archipelago of Jolo and agreed to become loyal Spaniiji anlcects. receiving in 
consideration certain specillc payments in money. The sovereignty of S^iain. thus 
established and acknowledged by all parlies in interest, was transferred to the 
UniteiT States by the Paris treaty. The United Stales has succeeded to all the 
rights which Spam held in the archijielago. and its sovereignty over the same isan 
established fact. But the inquiry arises as to the extent to which that sovereignty 
can lie applieil under the agreement of If^TH with the Jloi-oa. Sovereignty, of 
coiirBc. implies full power of political control, but it is not incompatible with 
concessionary grants between sovereign and subject. The Moros acknowledged 
through their accepted diiefs Spanish soverei^ity and their subjection thereto, 
and that nation in turn conferred upon their chiefs certain powers of supervision 

Hosted by VjOOQ IC 
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ipinn thus ibrid„ed by 
a Louditious existing at 
tbe tiiue of trausfei ah nlil remain llip Moioa arr entitle 1 toeujoj the identica} 
pnuie-es whuli tli j pi>ssp-58ed at the time of tr msler and to coutiune to eH]oy 
theiu lint 1 ibnil|,(;d oi modified bj future laatoal a^cemeut between them and 
tht Jniteil Btate tonhiih thej owcloialtj niiliFBitbeLomesnuceBSar* t >iu\ )ke 
th(, e\.er iie oi the t9D))reiuo iio« eis ot lovei fietnti to tiitei f morgeiu les \ ou will 
therefoie a iiniimr joT]t-.elt thoronehlv iMlh the terms ol the aijreement of I'* 8, 
and take them as i I>iidi9 for \ om direLti:!] uegotiiiti >iis 

Poh&ibly yon will di-i^oi er th it tbe Saltan imd dalo ai e Lib ring under tht mis- 
taken ]m]ii<.E'-]on th Lt S[iain uijon witliilriiwiiig rtceuth her imlitai^ for<.(.s from 
thv isIaud-< reuome^ul so\<'itigutv to them Tins claim on then {aitiem<.n 
tioncii m tbe mf niorandum citmg' tbe j* ti in ot tlie Unih d tottttes tioopi at 
Jolo and mav be »enonsl\ enteit mt 1 l\ thei iMCiu'ieof the repnleil hpaniah 
action m ilaiing tbtm m po(>ai ni] aiiied bj promises to like- 

vise tuiii o\ir Julo If thei -^e O an illusion itwill u inire 

tact ami adroitne"-! to diape' it t tb 1 mttd States lieiieiolent 

intentions and ita \iLsh toestul li I «itli them in oiiler to tarry 

out tliust intentions shoulil iiece I ii \ li- 1 1 iileiiipt »t (orrection 

The temtoiial ( \tent ot lb( Jolo Anhiitolar,' «• i»ntbont.itiieiy estjlilished is 
set out iti tiie at CO ripauMiig mtmoranda m ill essential i aitiLiilarn escei t as to 
tlie I'^bmd of Ba^tlm wh<re '-lain imiiiita nod nn im]Krtant natal i>titiun nhi h 
is still la t\ifltenct tboUr.h not jel m LnitiMl Sfciten attu d possnssiim \oa n ill 
make ini|U rj with re^nl ti this labind and asteitain if the Su'tiin claim.'. a»\ 
auChontj otLi it t oucedmg notbino' h wisei im tbn iKimt as to light of al^aolnte 
control on the pait if the Ui ited St ites rbemnal station ts (h aeh uiuuected 
with Zimboauga ovei which dnd tbeadi uent Lonnttt biiam tsdcined complete 
aaper is in Iht biiltan anl diti s liaAi exacted tribute troin I agaNuu lolo and 
Balalwc and intact ''rom aiuthtni P<il man il^o when i>onsiblo from other 
islands \\hi<.h SiHiinowned ubHolutelj fii more than tb eehaudrel 'tuars Henoe 
the tact of tikin^ tnh ite in not pioul of a le 'ill ii^rht lo ilo so Paliiu in and tial 
a MIC are not (.onsiderel to b [HHtions t the irchiptlj^ ttioiigb it mu> not lie 
pilicy to attempt to detennine with the Sultan at present anj qursti in if ownei 
sbi]) wniob mdVtiiist 1 1 diacns^iiou bjiam mckin iiiied agiierrior in P ilaoan and 
slioie accesaolie'* such la light bouae etc with some formof aujieiviuoij tcovtm- 
ment m Bal ibac The I nited stac s di mauds with re.,"™^! t > these islands will 
be announced nben tin le ult tsf prictnal invest i„'<ition now bemg iinr ued is 
a^iirtiiineil It mav be well therefore to swoid pres iiting this matter to the 
bn tan or hiB lepresHUtitivea m thes( diixted piebnnnir\ ne;.otiutions and 
should he iidtaiicc it poll ^ di titea tliat time should bi ruinestel toarrne it a 
knowledge of facte 

It is greatly desired by tbe United States for the sake of the individual iinprovo' 
munt and social advancement of the Moro.<. and for the development of tbe trade 
and agricnltnre of ths islands in theii inturrsts, also for tbe welfare of 1>ot)i the 
UniK'd states and Muros, that mutual friendly and well-deflned relations be estab- 
lisheil. If the Sultan can be niiide to sive credit to and fully understand the 
intentions of the United Statea. the desired resnlt can he accomplished. The 
United States will ncitept tlie obligations of Spiiin under the agreement of \b'x in 
the matter of money annniciea. and in proof of sincerity yon will offer as a pres- 
ent to the Snltiin and data* SltilMW. Mexican, with wliiijh you will be supplied 
before leaving for Jolo— the same to be lianded over to tbem, i-estieftively, in 
amounts agreeing with the ratio of payiiicnts made to thorn by the rijianisli Gov- 
ernment for their declared services. From the lat of Reptciiiber next, and there- 
after, the United States will pay to them regnlarly the sums ])roiniaBd by Spain 
in its ^jreemeiit ot 18;^, and in any subseiiueiit promise's of which proof can be 
funiished. 

The United States will promise, in retavn for tlie conci^asions to be hereinafter 
mentioned, not to interfere with, bnt to jirotect thi' Moros in the free exorcise of 
their religion and custoina. soimhI and domestic, tind will respect tbe rights and 
dignities of the Sultan and bis ailvifiera. It promises not to inierlere in tbeir 
affairs of internal economy and political administration fnrther than to respond to 
ttieir recjuests for assistance or to render sniiervisory action throutrb advice and 
inatrnction in those special features of adtuiniHtration connected with the develop- 
ment cf trade and agricultural resources, and the methods of ctrnductiQ^ and 
employing the same for the improvement and efficiency of government. It iiKroes 
to insure t« the Sultan and his people the enjoyment of tb'ise rights and iirivile^es 
against all foreip^i nations, and will declare all ti'a<le of the Sultan and bis people 
with any portion of the Philippine Jalands conducted nnder tbe American flag; 
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free, unlimiteii, an<l undiifiable. It demancla, of course, the right to exercise 
coiitriil ovei- the i)laces wifhiw its actual occupation, 

lu retnm for tlie iiromisod assuraiuica Uie tjnltan and his chiefs, acknowledging 
tlie sovereignty of tne United Wtate.s. should stipulate to iiermit that Governmeai 
tODCCupyimd control Huch points in the islands as the execution of the obligations 
which it ussuines inalte nt-oessBry. whether for naval or mil it:ity operations against 
foreign aggression or to disperse attemiited piratical escuriiiona. They will wgree 
to accBjit iinil ity on all occiiiiiona, and contiunously, the American JJaa; as the 
eiulileui and jiroof of United yttttea sovereignty. They should promise to give a 
loyal snpport to the United States to maintain the intejipity and peace of the avchi- 
peliigo, not to permit acts of piracy !)y their i«ople on its waters, and to assist the 
United States Govoriiineiit to sujipress and abolish this crime bj- whomsoever 
attemi>tB to commit it. whether American, inhabitant, or alien. They should 
agi-ee to deliver to the United iStates authorities for trial and iinuishment all per- 
sons, other than tli'ise of their own peoph.', whom they arrest on the charge of com- 
mittmg (Times or uiisdeineanoTs. They slionld stipulate to prohibit the ]>uicbase 
by or the delivery to their i>eople of rifles or war materials, as the jio?session of 
tlieia has a tendency to stir np strife among their seiwrote communities and to 
destroy thf peace of the ishnnls. which, for the welfare of all parties concerned, 
shiinhl lie niuintiiined. 

Hliould the Sultan and his datos re;niest assistance by way of ins true lion, 
through competent Ainericau repre-^entatives. to improve port regulations and 
conveniences in the interest of i ounuerce oi' to liuild np agi'iculture and increase 
inorchantableproductsiu theislaiids. or to instruct the rising Kc)iei'atio7i of \Joroa 
in industrial .■lud mechanicaf pursuits tlirrmgh the medium of schools or practical 
api)iiances. the Uuiteil States will gladly rcsjiond, It will endeavor to selec-t the 
I'rojier indjviiluals to go among and associate ■with them to impart constant valu- 
able information in all snch matters—the necessities of whicli for the growth in 
riches !in<l the well being of all inhabitants of tlie islands should l>e imiu-essed 
upon the Sultan and his iirineipal advisers. 

All these and other subjects of minor signiiicauce, which will suggest them- 
selves to you in tlie progress of the negotiations, when conditions will be better 
understood, are for your ciinsidei'ation and appropriate action. 

Any agreemiTit which yiiu may l>e able to effect will be of force only upon 
approval and ratification by sujierior authority, and this must b(? distinctly 
uuderstooil and so stated in the iusirumei't. The agreement will lie subject to 
fnture modifications by the mutual consent of all parties in interest. 
Very respectfullv, your obedient servant. 

E. S. Otis, 



OFKIOR V. S. Mll.lT.MiV GlIVlMiSOIl IN THK PllU.tl-PlXE lsI..lNP«. 

Maiiihi. I'. I..J'il,i li. IS''^>. 
Gen. .T. C. Uati-,s, U. K. v.. Miuiihi. P. /..- 

Gknkkai.: Ileterring to instructions of the ;td instant in the matter of the 
directed conforeni-e li:iving in view the e.tecutinn of a» agreement with tiie Sultan 
of .lolo. it is awisidered exjiedient to mmlity sllj^btly, in ceilain particuiara, those 
instrnt'tions and to state somewhat more apeciflcallj objects whicli it is desired 
to iittain. 

By an investigation of the records in the Manila archives to discover the mean- 
ing and extent of certain stipulations in the iigreemcnts made from time to time 
by and bi'tweon the Siwniah authorities and the Sultan, which establirii conditions 
of trade in tJie Archipelago and announce the statns of the Sultan, it ia discovered 
that these conditions and status lire very varying, and it can not be ascertaineil. 
In fact.itisacjmclusion to lie drawn from the records, that Spain never annoiiueed 
nor conceived a definite, Used policy of control over the archipelago which looked 
to improvement and permanency. Its fre:inent recorded actions seem to have 
been the result of a desire to teuiiiorarily meet difficulties growing out of some 
strained relationship with the Moros existing at the time, accompanied by the 
evident fixed pnrivose tii maintain a sufRcieiit nninber of troops in tue archipelago 
to show tit Euroiie tliat occupation in fact which would demonstrate Spanish 
sovereignty. 

By no other conclnsion can the varying stipulations of executed agreements 
between Spain and the Moros be accounted for. Tliey are not explained in any 
recorded correspondence, and conditions existing at the dates they were entered 
into warrant the belief at which we have arrived, It will be seen tnat the Sultan 
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and his (latns are at one time given all the revenues; that Spain permits tlie Sultan 
to collect nil revenues ut ports in actnal Spanisli occupution, notwithstanding its 
treuties with Enropeim ])OwerB [XTinit it to levy duties at rhoIi ports, and that 
Spain's entire action depriveB it of money receipts, but imposes ui.on her continual 
heavy expenditures tiir only simple nominal occupation of a few porta. Neither 
has Spain ever attempted to la; the fonndatlon for nny reforms lookine t^i the 
future collection of revenues b) meet anj of the outlay, whether by the develop- 
ment of trade or improveiwent of natural nwinrces. The puvauit of f ncli a policy, 
if piilicy it can lie called, is snicidiil to the interests of the suiiHrvisinit country and 
the interests of the people snpeTTieed. The United States shonld stele to adopt a 

EoHcy which, if devoid of iinmcdlal^ national htnL'fit, i>romiHes l)eneticial results 
Dth in the matter oE revtnne (that is. revenue to meet the neiiessary outlas-iiig 
exi:enditures) and at the same time wiil be attendeil liy the improvement ot the 
educational and social conditioiiaof the in habitants and the develojunent ol their 
country in trade and aftricultnral I'esources— that is, a policy which will be niutu- 
ally adviinfcigeona to all parlies concerned. 

It is therefore importJiut to make somewhat more specific tho former ins t ruc- 
tions and to modify thein in certain particulars, as follows: 

It is quite important that the United States shall occupy the principal distrib- 
utins; centers of trade, to iiuild nji tind develop a revenne and to supervise that 
development. This the Kpanish treaties with f orei(rii powers permit. Uiassi shonld 
be occnpied by our troops at no distant day and two or thi'ee other important 
points. This necessity you will keep in view in your neKotiations and will show 
the Sultan tlie lilesaings which would l>e conferred niK>n his people by intelligent 
establislunent and develo[)nient. 

In declaring "all tiade of the Sultan and his peoiile with any portion of the 
Phi'ippine Islands, conducted under the American fiag. free, unlimited, and undu- 
tiable,'' care must be taken to guav<l itgainst the possibility of the intiodnction of 
foreign commerce into the archipelago and thence i«t<i otiier Philippine ports 
without paying the prescrilied dnties. It is only the pro<luct8 of the archipelago 
which can iiave the benefits of inteiisbtnd commerce. 

While the Sultan might be supported and may receive revenue from certain 
avenues, pearl fiaheriea, etc., which he is now enjoying, there should be some 
understanding as to fntare revenues to bo derived from a newly constructed atLd 
increasing trade in foreign products. Negotiations shoidd look to the establish- 
ment of a financial and commercial system based npon modern methods, which, 
while not destructively antagonistic to present conditiims, can be cleveloped upon 
lines consistent with modem practices. 

\ery lespectfttliy, your obedient servant, 

E. K, <-|Tis, 
M.ijur-ilt'iiiiiil. !'. S. I'.. Militin-n doiyniot: 

Gencr;il r>.itcs liiul ii (lillJfiiil t;isk t.> ]i('i-r'(.iiu ami c^L-cttl-'il M willi 
tiict Hiitl Jildlily. Wliil.; ti niiiub.M' of I.Ih- priinniitil Hatos w.'n- favni-- 
ably in<niii(!(l, tlm Siiltait, no! fi'.spiniilitiii lo iiLviliitictiM, kept ahiof 
and wa«rei)re(S(;tiliiii by iiis scicn'lai'y. uiilil liri;illy, IIli; Ki'iK''''^' appoiif- 
iagat JIaibiiny, the Moro (iiipilal, a piTsi>ii;il im it view was swiircil. 
He b«inf!;alMo Sultan (if Xiirtli linriieuaiid r(M-civin^t larj?o iiiiiiiuil pay- 
ments from theNoiDi l!ornt'<rria<liiii;(;i;ii!piiMy, cxpt'clci! likd rolunis 
fiom the Uiiitwl Klatas, mid .s(^cin(^il iiior<- aii\i(ni.s lo (iblaNi p.Tsonal 
n^vcntietlian benefits for liis]UK)|i!(^ Sociii-iiifilhc port lA' Siassi l'r<im 
the Spaiiiav(t«, cstabli.^liiiiii tlicm Ins -iiards aii.l ]><>]k->; be bad 
rcceivo<i ciistoms i-evenii.'s rroin tlu' S.-mdakfa Icaiic wliii-li lie was 
loatli to surn;n(l«;i-. Nefiotiat.ions (^mi inui-d mcII into Au.Liust.. ami 
finally, aftcf Ions confeii'iices, an aKri'caiciit. was i^caclicil l)v \\lLirli 
tlie Ciiited States Me(jiLf<'d iiim-li hhic- libi-i-al Imns llian 1li.> Sjlaiiiinils 
were evef able to obtain. Fall f.'|ii>rt.s of tin; .'onrnytu'i's lia\f ho<>ii 
duly foi-wai-ded, tofri'lbei- willi tbc atrn'tiiitcnt. propose! U.y anlliorila- 
tive aetion. It is Ixdii'vcd 1bal. if \»-^,<m- oan Ih' iMaiiitaiiii-d a \v;uU; 
can Ix! built up whieli will piovc fii^hly beiiclicial to liotli tbc Tailed 
States and tbe iiioro pe<tple and will be tlio means of oiiciiiiLjf ave- 
nues thron^li whieh a inoi-e advanced civilizjitioiL can ln' developed in 
these islands. 
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Tlie ixipiiliU ion iif llie Siiln An-hipeliiji" i« reckoiu'd an20,000, mostly 
Ouiiiicilcd id llic isliind of Jiilii, and miiiiijers i*U,000 fijililinfr men. 
]I.iNlilili<>s would he nnU,r\uu'.i\(- I'or all (lai'lics ciuht'I'ijihI, would i>e 
■\or\- r\|»>nsi\i- to llic L'liiU'd Slalfs in men aa<l luoiK-v, anil d.-slnie- 
lixrol aiiVii'lviinri'iiionl nf tlir >luros nil' vi'ars tocomc. ^piiiiis ions 
Hlni^'ttlc«-itli t!i.>sc pcoplt-and tiicir dislike Cor the ronncr .lominant 
riwii in the I'liiliiipiiics, iiilu'tlK-d. i( would s.'.-ai, by esicli lisin'^ 
iroDOi-jiliiiii (liiriiifr llii-i'*' ('(Mitiifii'S, fiiniislicH an inslru<'1ivi' Ivs^oii. 

ViMh'i-lhf peridiii.ii ajri iii.-nl (icm-ial Hales, aissislfd by Ibe .illiecrs 

of Ihc Navy, quii'tly plaerd .garrisons ot' one (iumpaiiy eacli at Siassi 
am! at linii^ao, on tin- Tawrii 'J'awal f:i-uiipi>r inlands, "here lliev were 
well tecei\e<l bv Ihc Irii'iidlv natives. Willi llip approval of the 
airreeiiieiil, llie oidv dillLcullx- to a s^itisfa-'lorv setf leaienl of the Sulu 
airaii-s will anse from diseoiHejil on Urn jmiI of l!n- Suilan t).-rsoriaHy 

nalionsori'beiiisiir^enis..r .\lliHlanao, wlio are eiHleavonn^- to create 
a feeljn-- of riisiriist and hostility aaioii'; the natives apiiust the 

'I'lie Sultan's ir<JVeniiiieTil is one of ])erfi'et despotism, in fovni at 
leasl, as all politieiil power is supposed to ei.'iiter 111 his peisim: but 
this .ioes iH.l prevent freipient oiilbreaics on Ihe part of Ihe datos, 
who t'reqiieiith- re\ci!t. and are now. in two oi' three illsla]lee^. in 
deeliired eaiiiitv. All .Moros, however. i.rolVss the Mohammedan 
velijrion. inlrodm'ed in Ilie lonrteeath (■enliirv. and the saerediiess of 
Uu' iter.sonof Ihe Saltan is ihej'el'oir a tenet <ii' faith. This faet would 
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interests, ami Ihe individual rij^hls of several millions of people wilh- 
oiLf. eslabli.shed li'overumeiil or anv exislins rules of aelion e\eeptiny 
siieh as may be im|>ose.l by ndiilai-y conlrol, Jn (he I'hilii>piues 
chaos, in so far as aeivil ad ininisi ration of public alfairs is eoneerned, 
followed the ovei'lhrow .if liie despotisai of Spain and was stiocceded 
thnnidioui the islands by Ihe rule of the sw.ird, which has recently 
betin dii^x^led byn few un|)i'iiieipled Tasalos, who have i-etuined power 
thus far, iiHhoiiyli it is firatliuilly passing from tlieir jnasp, by deceiv- 
ing tlie ignorant masses with the assertion that tlie United States 
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tau^'lit llii'iii lli;tt til.- nilo of Sijain wjiH mild in <-iim!iai'isoii wiili this 
sul>Mliliitv(l m.voniiiii;' puwci-, jiiid llio i;i-e;il iiiaj-jril y of l.lit'iii— ill lf;ist 
of tliiise who are able lo rrfl.-rl or wlio lia\o |)i'(.i>.;i'(.v at slake— ilcsin; 
itsdosti-nt-linti. Many aiv lirM in siilijecliMLi liy tin- ariin;^! liiidics in 
their midst, aiul tin'ir li\>'s ami pniiK'n v wimld [lav IIk- |i(;iially oI' 
resiHtniioe slmald 1!k>\- alioiuiit il rilln'r i.V wnr.i or aJ't. Diiiiny; 'lliis 
ptiliiiCrtl ti-aiisilioii hnsiiLcsM inlccc'sls aii.i iiLilividiial pr.jpcrly rif,^IilM 
havo het'ii in ,ic<i|iai(i\-. ]n<'ui|)oiali'd i'Oni]>ani.'s holding: vahialMe 
eoiK'esSiions frranlcri liy S[iain, liiisiiicss liousi's wliit'li liavc iiLa<le lai-^io 
moiii'.v iuveslnu'ni.s for llio purpose of coiiducl ing Iradc and I'om- 
ineree in tlicsc islands, vcslcd iii'oiicrty intci'ivsis, rcci'nl ly a<'<|uii'<Hl 
estate's by toMlanienI and dcsconl, and tlmsc i>ncnnilnMvd liy niurli;ano 
oi' ('nil»arE>:o, are I'rtiiffiil sonrccs of euiil innally roi-ni'i'ing <|Ui!slions 

of jiistic',' witli llicii' anxiliarv ajiplian.'es to pni])erh- a.ljuMt, bnt 
which liave hi-cn lli-iist upon Ih,^ iLiililar\- anilioril ies; li'in' .letctnLina- 
tioii, togellu-f wilh ail pnall.-rsof a <Tiniin;il naUirc iav..lviii^^ all<'S''<l 
frani!nl<.'nl ti-aiisai'liuiis whicli demand s|>ecdy fenicdial aelioti, as 

pr<)perly inl.Tfsts lielu liy i-in-jioralioiLs and Ijitsino.s.s hoilsew h(;loii{^ 
for llio iniist part uj l-:ui'0|iea(is and an? In a t'erlain cxlenl, rc-Kpei-fcd 
by (he insni'jienl jjovernairiil thi-oii,^:h fear of irn-urrin^' universal eiv- 
i!ize<l condeniiialinii siiouJd it dtwtroy oi' o|H'nly appropriate lliein. 

So, also, llie foreign element of Ihe piii>nla(ion enjfaited in eundiiel.- 
infj; trade arc very larj^ely eilizens <)f stron's;: i'^iii'opean t>ovi'rnnieiilM, 
whos*! persons are ciinipiU'alively secure whei'ever in the isiaiids Ihey 
may wish to journey. Ileiiee, it lias lie<'ii possible to winy on trade 
whenever the interests of the railed Slates or the necessities of flie 
large Philii)plne population dwelliiig within I he eoiintry of onr o«;en]ia- 
tion has (lemamleri it. rnfortniiateJy, too, it might bo said, this com- 
parative seourity of person and ])roperty iafitos the conimerifial elasaes 
to bii.siness a-ctivity and a desire for insurgent trade ineompatible with 
war <!oiiditions, even though contraband does not materially eatn'r; 
has oecasioned volnmiuoiis eorrospondommandinwHsant applieations 
for trade permits, necessitated constant watch fulnesB on the i)art of 
thearmy, and especially of Ihe navy, and has i-ecpiired at times needed 
unpleasant consequent action. 'I'lie volume of li-ade, however, for 
the year ending Angnst -'tl, lias been quilo large, and aierehants have 
suffered much less than is generally supposed. Of the three staple 
articles of the islands, hemp, t<»baeeo, and sugai', 'mly the latter shows 
a very marked depreciation in amounts secured and expoiled. Al>out 
the same quantity of liemp has l>cen t<aken from the shipping port's 
during the past as in the prec('ding year, and large expoi'tations of 
tobacco have been made. There st ill remains in the islands consider- 
able quantities of both hemp and tobacco, but Agninaldo a short time 
since issued what was called a decree, most injurious to his interests, 
foi'bidtling his Tagalo guai-ds to permit, at the iwrts where they wei-e 
statione<l, the entrance of any merchant vessel flying the American 
flag, and as all inteiisland commerce is carried on under that flag, his 
decree virtually terminated at all points where his troops are main- 
tained, with the result that the inhabit.jLnt^ arc deprived of rice and 
othernecessaryarticlesof food. The decree has cjuised discontent and 
suffering and has taken from the insurgents much of their revenue, 
while it has not affected United States interests nor the inhabitants 
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witliiii riiii' litu's, .-['< they arc tkiw well siiiiplieil iiiid will soon ron]} nn 
a'>iLnilniit lini'V'st. from ilicir criiiis, wliii'li tlicy have plauled sinco 

Si. iLiipoi)Mlar is lliis decrei' lli;.l III.' oulsiiic LiilmliitiiiitsilcciiU'o lliat 
tlicv will rosisi ils cxri-iil ion sIloilIiI Aiiiericaii vossi-1n appear rii llieii' 
iijuhocs. Inil our i-xpoi k-iic; liLiis lar (s l,li;i|- a batlalioii of Ta^'alo 
iTiianls oati liold down iiuulv Iui'l^i- conimuinli.'w .if iiiLarmf.I natives. 
.Mcrdiatil.s. if pi-nrjiil.-d, noiiM laki- all tin.- risks of Infmslan.l tra-li; 
ao1\vilhslandi!ii;tliisroslri<'(iv(Mk(-r('(>aiL<l soi<Miinlvi'o(Llracr tos((!Tcr 
aU]os.m-.sall.-iidanl itpim llu-ir Vi'Tilur<-, wliii^li would m.oikt or lalcr 
(lonblli'ss apjicar asi-lairns TroiiL niariii^ iiisinajK'f coirijiaaics; bill a 
wise policy ili<'(al(-s thai Iradi- fai-ililics slioiilii vfumin for tlio pn-st-nt 



vessel aiH-lioivd 1)1 !i port of western Luzon and whi.-li bad sailed lH>foi-e 
il was known Ihal the deen^c liad been issae-1. His Iroops sei;!cd llio 
<'rew and eat^'o and wlien iIk; navy weni lo its relief iinrnrd the ves- 
sel and lired upon tlie resening party. Tlie jvliirii lire of the navy 
ni)oii Ihe inlrenelied insmtreiil (roo|)s lias been piiblielv pi'oehiiinctl 
rroiii iiisiiraeul headipiari.-rs as an ael <>( barliarons w'avfare wbieh 
should he eotideiuned by all civilized nations. 

'riio eusloiiis receipis (a fair index of (In- voliinie of ii-a<ie} for the 
year eiidinif Aofciist '■>] ivere ?7,7S:),nii(l, enrreiicy of the eoiiiitry — a 
bii's^er amoiiiit than ever before re<'eived in an I'qnal iiorlion of time, 
and lliis while we lield the jiorl -if Iloiio for oiilv six and thai of (.elm 
for bul live nicjiillis of ibe period. 

In Hie mailer of Hie |)nbli<' revenne. Hie Tniled States haseolleetert 
less than one-half of Hie jrreatest tolnl amount whieb Spain has drawn 
fnnn Ihe islands in a eorrespoiulinj>: len^Ht of lime, for ih.- reason that 
the extent of onr oeeii|iatioii of tei'rilory lias lieen very limited and 
because some of ils former most proliiie .sources of ta.'^ation have been 
ifliiored. The larj^est yearlv amonnt which Spain ever received was a 
little less llian Sl^olHi,li(iO, of which a little more than one-third was 
derived fr<nn enstoiiiK. (inc-qnarler from the sale of "'eediilas pei-soii- 
ales," or eerlificates i>f personal identity, whiidi every iidiabitant was 
obb.ned to purchase, and abont "i^^jiKijHiiifroiii lo(terie.'?and jiambling 
and Hie opium and eoek-fii,ditiii!^ eonli-aetoi-s. The *.5, 5(1(1,000 which 
Si)aiii nH-ei\('d from eeiUilas, licensed i;ainblinfr, and contracts which 
the Ihiited Strates courts would liobl void on grounds of public policy, 
would inajiyvent, even if all the islands liad been pacirted and occu- 
pied, hftve Vieeii lost to ns, as no alteniiits at collection would have 
been made. 

However, the cedula fax might have yielded something, for altliongh 
tJiis is the most liatied l»y Hie natives of all taxes formerly imposed 
upon them, they desire the cedula, as this simple means of identity 
is valuable to Ihem in eondiicting business and when jonraeying 
thiMiugh the islands. In i-espoiise to the expressed desire of the 
inhabitant-s of Manila for this ticket, it was j^iveii on personal appli- 
cation at a nominal sum sufficient to defray the cost of issuance, and 
over sixty thousand of them were distributed in a short space of time 
from the Manila office of internal revenue. The annual revenue of 
jiearly a million of dollars i-eceived by Spain from convict labor, 
exclusive taxes on Chinese residents, sales of public lands, pi-oflts of 
the mint, and local consumption tobacco taxes could not be collected 
by the United States. So, also, the internal-revenue eolleetions on real 
estate, industries, and stamped paper have been confined to Manila 
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am! Iluilo, and llio vit;l<l tlioi^efroiii lias ]yoo.n l.iif a d'aclimi uf lite 
recoi|)t« which uiii-fOiLtrcil of aU llic islands \v(.iil.l h;iv.> iasm-cd. 'J'lii^ 
iiiloriial-iwciuio i'(.'Cfi|ils(lurii(a'a v<>aL-iir<i(-i4i|»alL(niijrAfaiiil;U(>i'f)*iMri 
August l?i, 1S!)8, «■('!■<■ hi>77,7^i^. T\w f.M'aini l.jlal ol all lUihlH' iiiuin'y 
rei.'<.'i!)ls fcoia (nci'v smircf Cor tlu' vcar t-ndiiifr Aa;,'iiHt ill. ISlill, <jil(- 
year from llie<ialo llm l"iii1cd Slal.'s took possession of llic ]>nbli.- 
ollio<:siji Manila (AaHusl.lSliS.vicldinsvLTV small n-lunisj, aaioiinLcd 
to ><S,:;:ili.4.'io. of wliich «7,7!in,<i!>L' wi-iv from ciisloJn.s al..ne. Lnrgvv 
retinas 1'rom lofiitimatc soni'c<>s iid^dit have Itecn (jhlairn-<l. bnl it tool; 
limo I.I adjust thi> nLaeliinerv for .-ollec-li.ai, and loii--<.-.\islim: fiaiidn- 
!em iivaelifcs have been indui;;<-.l in. Ilcavv [umishnH-nls iia\ e b.'cn 
nL.'ied out wlieii onVnses havo Ik-cii dele.dcd. and the lalior lo iiaprove 
the civil wrviee is slil! bein^' diliu'enflv pro.-^e^iili'.l. 

Si)ain"ss\sti-m of ta\;tli.)ti was v.-rv inwidonsl v .lovised i 'deflo 

olilaiii all revenue [K.ssjble loeo\er liie exjiendil ures of adiuiiLisleriin,' 
the Lslaads. Init I l)elieve thai everv annual hud-H showed a delieii. 
\\'ith the rest.fralioii of |.eaee aa<i aeli\e business nmdilions. Ilic 
developmeul .if lULliiral resonrees. the iul rodueliori of uuK-hiirerv an.l 
praelieal business enterprises, i he .■onslruelioa of railroads and'ldjih- 
wavs, and llie eneoni-;t-eaient of ihe i>eo|.le lu pi-olitable labor, 1 am 
('onvineM.1 thai trade and eomi..eree wcuLld be frreallv increased and 
the amount of revenin' doublwl in a slnirt |)eriod of lime, wlthoiLt 
imposing the burdens which were eimiplained of diiriiLi;' Srianish 
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coanectjoii wilh lln^ colle.'lion and expeiidilnre of tlie luiblie revenue 
from the dale of the capilitlalion of this cily to June :!" lasl, the end 
of the fiscal yeai', ui'e shown in Ihe aecoinpanyin.i;- reports .if the col- 
lecting and disbiii'Sing oflle.'rs, Id which atlention is invited. 

Tlie present currenf money of \]n: islands consists of Ihe Filipino 
dollar, of wliieh 0,lHK),Ol)ii wei-e sent- from Spain in |K!I7, jilHUit 
SU),Ol)f),00(J in KiibHidiary eotns, eif,'id or ten millions of Mexican dol- 
lars, and *l,o()b,0()ll in bank notes of Ihe ISaneo Kspanol-Fjlipino. 

The foi'nier staiiilanl money was yohl, consislini; of tiie Spanish 
"onzaH" and thu^l, >?l', and i^\ t;old jiieees ininled in .'Manihi. All of 
these have been driven nut of circulaiion liy the cheaper silver enr- 
reuoy, Tlie Uaneo Espanol-Kili|>ino Is Iheojdy bank which has the 
power t(» nmke paper isHue. I'mler Spanish concession aTid in relnrn 
for loans made to that (iovcrnmeiil, il was jrranle.l the inivilcjrc of 
issuinf? its notos amounting to Ihree limes its capital sloek of ^l,;')!)!),- 
000, and it« paper dollar is considered the e.piivalent of the Mexican 
silver dollar. The Spanish (jovenimeni hati rcprcscTitation in the 
management of this bank, and recently Ihe bank invited the United 
States authorities here to avail itself of this privilege by the appoint- 
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merit of ail ficeredited af!;ent, wliicli invitation haa l)een declined, as 
such action niijilit be construed to be an aeknowiedginent on tlie part 
of tile United States of its obli^tion to I'eeognize under treaty promises 
the validity of the Spanish concession. The War Department lias paid 
out ill Manila United States gold currency in considerable quantities, 
and it is believe<l that ai>out 8:!,00o,f)()(l from these disbumsements have 
lieen hoaiiled by the inliabit-ants. The money in eirenlation, there- 
fore, in the Philippines is lessthan 130,000,000 of silver, or the etiniva- 
lent — a v*iry small sum to transact the vohime of business; but then 
a large share of this trade depends upon credit and the exchange of 
the country's piwlucts, so tliat comparatively little money is required 
to conduct it. However, during the yearly periods of greatest exporta- 
tion money to move the crops becomes vei-j' seai'ce and rates of 
exchange high. Exchange fluctuations vrere greater in Spanish times 
than at present, for in 1878 Spain pi-oliibited by decree the importation 
of Jlexican dollars of a mintage later than the date of the decree 
cxiropt under high duty payments and gave no substitute. This 
iminced smuggling from the foreign Asiatic ports, and the smuggler 
was paid a haiitisoiiie pi'otit for the hazard he encountered. The 
enter|irise was brisk until money became plentiful and exchange had 
again roturned to a nominal figure. 

When money was in great demand the price of the Ulexican dollar 
Wiis considerably above its Hongkong value in gold and sold in Manila 
for from 10 to 15 per cent more than its actual value. The currency 
of the coHiitiy still fluctuates daily according to the price of silver in 
Hie great money mai'kots of the woi'ld and has no stable value. This, 
however, ai)pears to affect very little ordinary business unless pur- 
chases of inerehandise and services must be paid for in gold, when 
these fluctuations enter largely into the calculations of pi'ofit and loss. 
The meivhant who buys gold in 3Ianila must pay not only the rate of 
exchange, but the estimated cost of transporting the metal, and if he 
wishes t« convert gold into silver he must pay high exchange rates and 
the cost of shipment of the Mexican dollar. The public revenue is 
paid in the curroncy of the country, as is most expedient, else daily 
silver fluctuations would necessitate daily diffietilt calculations upon 
the gold value of the money offei-ed at the various public offices; but 
as it is for the most part expended here for services and on local con- 
tract piuohasea the diflieiiUJes attending rates of excliange are not 
serious, 'I'lie oflicers and enlisted men of the jVrniy who are paid in 
gold have been the principal sufTei-ei-s, as they are obliged to exchange 
(heir gold for silver to meet their local payments. The two estab- 
lislied banks of the islanils other than the IJauco Espanol-Filipino, 
above mentioned, are branches of the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank- 
ing Corporation and the Cliartei'ed Bank of India, Australia, and 
China. These have been made depositories of the public civil funds 
and generally make the money exchanges for the Army. For a long 
time they allowed but two dollai's silver for one in gold, but recently 
have aiTanged for receiving gold deposits fnim disbursing officers on 
account and to make payments thereon in gold. This entire question 
of the cuii-ency requires the mature deliberation of our most eminent 
monetary authorities. 

Of the islands of the Philippines which contain large populations 
and which furnish valuable products for shipment to foreign marts, 
which engage largely in trade and in which business interests of 
importAnee have lieen established, the United States have not as yet 
taken possession of Samar, Leyte, and Mindanao, and none of Panay, 
w 11 
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■witli the exteplion of its cliief city ami suinnuidiiif^. The southern 
and noithem coasts of Luzon, where hemp and tobaiico are produced 
in large fniantitiea, stiil remain subject to insurgent dictation. When 
United States occupation of these inlands and pro\inces will l)e effected 
depends iipon the arrival of troops in sufficient nunii)eis to justify the 
establishment; of pennanent garrisons. 

Little difHculty att«nils the aet of tailing possession of and tempo- 
rarily holding any section of the country. A eolutnn of 3,000 men 
could march through and successfully contend with any force which 
the insurgents could place in its route, but they would close in behind 
it and again prey ujjon tlie inhabitants, pe?seciiting without inerey 
those who had manifested any friendly feeling towai-d the American 
ti-oops. The policy of the insurgent authorities has been to arm the 
bandits of the mountain sections and the natives who have formerly 
lived on the proceeds of crime. Many of these men have deserted 
the ranks, and now armed, phinder their countrymen who have prop- 
ei'ty or money without discrimination. If communities «K)uld be pro- 
tected against this source of danger and be assured of protection from 
the outrages which have been committed by the organized insurgent 
force, formidable opposition to American supremacy would cease. 
The inhabitjints have coTiiidence in the Aineriettn troops. Even the 
insui^ent leaders take ad\antage of the iinmane and charitable iwlicy 
which the lTnit«d States authoi-ities have thus far pursued. They 
seek to place tlieir families and property in Manila, where a number 
of the families of the most noted of their chiefs are now living in com- 
fort and luxury, liclieving, notwithstanding their conduct and offenses, 
which, under approved rules of law, would subject their families to 
i-enioval and all their property to coniiscation, and which rules it may 
yet be to our interests to ai)ply, tliat they can pursue rebellion as long 
as they desire and in the end escape all punishment. So confident 
are they of the nature and 8C{>pe of American charity that their ill- 
gotten gains — acquired througli nibbery, in fact, but under tJie guise of 
a pretended government contending, tiiey say, for liberty (tgainst 
oppression — are deposited in our banks or are invested in our ti'ade. 
And still, while they manifest this absolute confidence by their indi- 
vidual oct-s, they publicly circulate the most malicious statements 
their active imaginations can invent regarding United States inten- 
tion and the horrors of war which our troops indulge in. An active 
society in Hongkong, eomi>osed of their iieoplo and certain Eui'o- 
peans retained under high pay, and in wliich American membership 
is believed to exist, which feeds and fattens upon the corruption it is 
able to produce, fills the islands and the world with its invented pub- 
lished statements of abuse. While they fill the newspaper press with 
their false statements of atrocities committed by our troops, their 
chief, Aguinaldo, writes: 

We will never accept a treaty of peace dishonorable to the Filipino ariaa, and 
consequently disastrona to the future of the country, which is what our enemies 
desire. For tliis reason I advise all those who feel that they hare not strength to 
make this sacrifice, and whose servicea are not indispenable to our Kovernment, to 
return to the capital or to the towns occupied by the enemy, reserving tliemaelvea 
in order to strengthen the organization of the government when independence is 
gained. They can then take the places of those who need rest after the fatigues of 
the struggle. 1 am not displeased tliat some of the Filipinos have accepted posi- 
tions from Americans. On the contrary, I am glad of it, for in that manner they 
can better appreciate the true Anierican character. I am still more glad because 
of the fact that onr enemies, having had recourse to Filipinos for the discharge of 
the duties of high offices in the public administration, will demonstrate that they 
acknowledge the capacity of the people to govern themselves. 
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While tlie 'i'affalo iiew.spapei"s publish to the portion of their i»eo|)le 
still iloiiiiufited l)y the insurgents stoi-ies of insui'geiit prowess, anil sum 
up American losses in battle to date atan even 20,000, Aguiji^iklo pub- 
lishes his |)ro(!hinmtiuns, exhoi'tingthe people to hohl out until j)eeein- 
bei', when the American Congress will surely grant .them indeix-ndenee 
undei' his leadership, against which all good Filipinos, I am certain, 
would MLost assuredly protest. 0?ithis line one of the principal mem- 
bers of the Hongkong junta writes: 

Do yon think that the conntiy should deliver itself completely to the promises 
made by those who call themaelvesrepre.sentativesof that great Republic and great 
people when we well know by the Constitution of the country that they can not 
be trusted, because they are not authorized for that purpose and can not be except 
by the approval ot Congress? If this be so, is it not true that it is better to wait 
for Congress first to determine the governmental regime to be established in our 
beloved country? On the other hand, it is certain that if that struggle is not kept 
up the parties will unite and we shall hereafter be treated as tlie negroes are. 
* * * And why not, then, my dear friend, aupjiort that other party, in order tliat 
we gain recognition of our ri};litN. with' all the necessary guaranties? Otis and 
company olfer but little security that the autonomy or any other system of gov- 
ernment which they establish there will be respected. I am informed that there 
is not a countryman of onrs who does not want peace, bnt they want it on a basis 
of guaranties in favor of the people. 

Even more: so just is oar cause that, gaining sympathy, several Eui-opean 
powers have made official offei's to provide us with everjthing we reqnii'e; but as 
we consider the war which is being sustained is not against America, because 
we know that yO per cent of that grent people, which on one occasion struggled 
f'U' the independence which it now enjoys, is in favor of us. but only against 
McKinley and his party. Other offers made have not been accepted because we 
have comjilete a.ssurance that very soon the imiwrialist party will lome to leasou 
ami will concede us the gtiaranties, etc. 

So deep an inipi'ession have statements of this eharaeter made iqion 
(il>le [■'iiipinos w]n> favor United Sfates ontrol and are conweien- 
liously laboring for its conipleic establishment that I am importuned 
by I hem foi' iiiformalioti as to the trend < if I'nited States jioiitiea! 
alfuirs and to ytate if, in niyi)pinion, they are iiually to be surrendered 
to the mercies of their insurgent eountrynien. 

'Die i.slands are flooded with the abusive lileratui'e which has birth 
in Asiatic poi'ts and is publisheil in Spanish and native bnignages. 
What was ostensibly a private ielter pre])ared by a European who 
has never visited these islands, and which was written in Hongkong, 
is circulated pnbliely by the Hongkong junta. Extracts therefi-om 
read as follows: 

Yon and the Filipinos who aspire to peace in the form of autonomy believe 
the hollow words of the Yankees. You write me: -We have no people to govern 
ourselves. That is the truth. We shall have them utter ten years of American 
sovereignty." 

I reply: We shall not have them in ten. twenty, or a hundred years, because the 
Yankees will never acknowledge the aptitude of an inferior race to govern the 
conutry, and. as you know, under the heading of inferior races they class the Span- 
iards themselves. Do not dream that when American sovereignty is implanted 
in the country the American officeholders will give up. JJeverl This is what 
will happen: During the first few yeare they will admit a few Filipinos, either 
because it is difficult for the Yankees to learn at once the administration of the 
country, so different from America, or in onler to disarm for the moment the sus- 
picion of the Americanist Filipinos. After those five or ten years of apprentice- 
ship they will tear off the mask with which they now dissemble their true object 
of governing the coiintry exclusively by Anglo-Saxons, as they have done with all 
countries which belonged, prior to Yankee domination, to the Spanish Empire, 
With that proud scorn which characterizes the Yankee in his political and social 
contact wiUi colored people, they wiil close their ears to the complaints and aspira- 
tions of the sons of tlie country, and will laugh at those who helped to bring the 
country under the American yoke. 
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